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C H A P. XII. 

E O W A R D Jl. 

^HILE the unfortunfitc Hemy w^s thjus 

vaifil; ftruf^ling agaiuft the ungovernable 

ipkit of his iub^edis ^lis (on and Aicceflbr, 

«>ii(iwar4 .W9S«^ployed in the Holy wars, where he 

jevived the glory of the En^iih, name, and made 

:4he;«neinies;ofCbnfiiaiiity tremble* He had ar- 

^rl«K«d.atthc dt^yof Aeon in Paleftine, )uft as the 

Siaracens werq fi^tiiag down to befiege it. He foon 

mlLcvied the pUoe, followed ,tbe enemy, and ob- 

.Gained many vidkorie^, which, though fplendid, . 

wire not idecifive. Such, however, were the 

enemies t te;rror5 at the progrefs of bis arms, that 

..they refoUedito^dieilroy by treachery that valiant 

;€Q«nmander, whom they Qouid jEiot oppofe in the 

ifiiaid. A t«iliejof.Mahometan,enthuiiafts bad long 

. tftken «poi&flip^ of an jn^cceiUble mountain in Sy- 

. ria, iunder the comnoand \of a petty prince, who - 

Mwent-tDli^ Cbriftiaaarmie^, under the name of 

ake.iCHd Man ,of the. Mountain, and whofe fub* 

, |Q<5ls ^erecalled AflaiSns, ; ,froin wbience we have 

&nqcJ)«fWMjr»4tb<BiiMwe^toi6gi>ify a ^private ftab- 
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ber/ Thefe men, wholly devoted to their com- 
mander, and en flamed with a deteflable fuperfti- 
tion, undertook to deftrov any Chriftian^ prince 
or leader, who became oonoxious io their party. 
It was vain to threaten them with punifhment ; 
they knew the dangers that awaited them, but, 
refolute to deftroy, they rufhed upon certain death. 
Some time* before, the capita)- ef tKts^^ibe h9d 
been taken by the 7 Vtars, and the ifibabitahts 
put to the fword ; yet there fiill remained num- 
bers of them, that were educated in that gloomy 
fchool of fuperflition ; and one of thofe undertook 
to murder the prince of England. In order to 
gain admittance to Edward's prefence, he pre- 
tended to have letters to deliver from the gover- 
nor of Jop pa, propofmg a negotiation; ana thus 
he was permitted to, fee the prince, who converfed 
with him freely in the French language, wbiqh 
the aflaflin underftood. In this manner he con- 
tinued to amufe him for fome time, being per- 
mitted to have free eg re fs and regrefs from the 
royal apartments. It was on the Friday in Whit- 
fon-week, that he found Edward fitting in hh 
apartment alone, in a loofe garment^ the weather 
being extremely hot. This was the opportunity 
•the infidel had fo Idng earneftly defired ; and look- 
ing round to fee if there were any prcfent lo pre- 
vent him, and finding him alone, he drew a dag- 
ger from his bread and attempted to plunge it 
into the prince's bofom. Edward faadjufttimeto 
perceive the nrwrderer's intention, and, with 
great prefence of mind,' received the blow upon 
bis arm. Perceiving the aflaifin about to repeat 
his blow, he ftruck him at once to the ground 
with his foot ; and wretting the weapon from his 
hand, buried it inftaptly in his bofom. The do- 
meftics hearing a noife, quickly came into the 
room, and foon wreaked their refentment on the 

per- 
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perfidiaus wretch's body, who had thuls abufed t^e 
laws ofhofpiuliiy. The wound the prince had 
received was the more dangerous, as having been 
iofli<5led.,with a poifoned dagger ) and it foon be- ' 
gan to exhibit fome fymptoms that appeared fa- 
tal. He therefore expected his fate with great 
intrepidity, and made his :will, contented to die 
in a caufe which he was aflured would procure 
hirti' eiidlefs felicity. But his ufual good fortune 
prevailed; an Englifh fu^gebn* of extraordinary 
iktll, by making deep incifions, and cutting away 
the mortified parts, completed the cure and re«> 
ftored him to health in little more than a fortnights 
A recovery, fo unexpe<^ed, was confidered by 
the fuperftitious army as miraculous ; npr were- 
there wanting (bme, who alleged that he owed 
hisfafety to the piety of Eleonora his. wife, who 
fucked the poifon from the wound to lave his life, 
at the hazard of her own. However this i)e, it is 
probable that the perfonal danger he incurred by . 
continuing the war in Paleftine, might induce. 
him more readily to lifl:en to terms of accommo-^ . 
dation, ^hich were propofed foon after by thefo!- 
dan of Babylon. Hp received that monarch's am*^ 
baflfadors in a very honourable manner, and con- 
cluded a truce with hirh for ten years, ten weeks, 
and tenxlays. Having thus fettled the affairs of 
Paleftine, in the beft manner they would admit of, 
he fet fail for Sicily, where he arrived in fafety, 
and there iirft heard the news of thie king his fa^ 
ther's!death, as well as that of his own fon John, 
a boy of fix years of age. He bore the laft with 
refignation, but appeared extremely affli£ted at 
the death of his father j at w;hich, when the king . 
of Sicily exprefled his furprize, he obferved that 
the death of a fon was a lofs which he might hope 
to repair, but that of a father was a lofs irrepara- 
ble. 

A 3 Though 
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Though the death of the king happeaed wfafhi 
the Tucceiior wasi fo far from hjonie^ yet meafuret 
hatl been fo well uken^ tba^t the crown was tranf- 
^rrcd with the greateft tranquiility. The high 
character acquired by the prince, during tha late 
commotions, bad procured bimtheeiieemand af* 
ie&tan of all rafi|e:s of men ; and inftead of at* 
tempttng to oppofe, their whole Wifii Was to (let 
him once more returning in triuinph* Bat* the 
prince, fenfible of the quiet ftate of the IringdoA 
did not (eem in much bade to take pclTeiiioii of 
the throne; and he ^ent near a year in France 
before he made hir appearance in Engia^d^ The 
honours he received from the great upoivthe con^- 
tinent; and the acclamations, with willch bewa6 
every ^ere attended by the people, wefc too al- 
luring to a young mind to be fuddenly rdinquifli- 
ed ; he was even tempted to exhibit proofe of his 
bravery, in a tournament, towhichh^ was invited 
by ttie count de Chalons, who defied him- w a 
trial of his (kill. Ii^preiled wil^ high ideas o^ the 
chivalry of the thnes^ he accepted the chfrltetige 5 
and propoibd, with' hi& koightsr, ca hold the 
field againft all that would enter the lifts. His 
ufual good ibrtune attended him ; and his fuc- 
cefs had like to have convorted a trial of fklll in.o 
a matter of bloody contention. The count de 
Chalons, being enraged at beiiftg foiled, macfe a 
feriou6 attack upon the Engliih, in^ which fome 
blood was idly fpMt i but Edward and his knigha 
ftill maintained the fupenoricv. From Cbaloasi, 
Edward proceeded to Paris^ wnere he was magni^- 
iicently entertained by PhiHp^ king of France, to 
whom he did homage for the territories the kings 
of England hadpofiVfTed in that kingdom. From 
Paris he fet out for Gafcony, to curb ohe infoience 
of Gafton, count Bearne, who' had iiebelled in his 
abfence. From thence he pafl'ed through Mon>- 

treuil^ 
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tiseuHy where ke accommodaoed fo«i« differences 
b«€wceo tbe Englifli a/id Flemings. At length, 
after various battles, dangers^ andfaligue^ hear* 
rtv«4 ia his native domuiions, amidfli the loud ac- 
clamations of his people, and was fotemnly crowa«- 
ed at Weftininfter, by the acchbifliop. of Cmntei> 
bury. I'he joy of all ranics upon this ocoafioa 
was inexp/effibie > the feaiting continued a whole 
fortnight, at |he king's expencc^; five hundr^ 
hoffes we«e turne4 loof^, as the property of 
thofe who Gould catch them. The king of Scotland, 
viiith feverai othej^ princes, graced the folemnity > 
and did homage f»r thofe terrkodea they held ua^^ 
der th« Englifli ofown. Nothings therefove^ re<» 
mained to coaipkte the felicity of the people but 
tbe continnance of ffcurh. profperity v and this they 
had every reafon toexpe<^ froin the king's juftice, 
bis cecononiy, and his pcudenceJ 

As Edward was now come to an undifputed- 
throne, the oppofite intepefts were proponionably 
feeble. The barons were exhaufted by long mu« 
tua) dlflenfions : the clergy were divided in their 
int^reft$, and agreed on^ in one point, to hate 
the pope, who had for (bme time drained them^ 
with impunity : the peopk, by fome infurreiSiions- 
againft the conven^is, appear to have hated the 
clergy with equal animoiity, Thefe difagreeing 
orders only concurred in one point, that ofweenxr 
JBg and reverencing the king*. In fuch. a conjunc-^ 
ture, thereibp^ fe\ymcaf^r«<i could be taken by 
the erowi^ thatr would be d^med oppreiEve ; andf> 
we accordingly find the pjefent monarch often,, 
from his own authority alone, railing thofe (axes 
that would, have been peremptorily refufed to his- 
predecefltbr» Howeve«, l^dwaid was natu^al))^ 
prudent ^ and, though capable of brcomipg abfo-- 
lute, he fatisfied himielf with moderate power, 
and laboiiredonly to be terrible to his enemies.. 

A 4. Ws 
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His firft care was to correft thofe difordcr« 
A T) which had crept in, under the laft part of 

' * his father's feeble adminiftratiom He 
'^* propofed, by an exad diftribution of jus- 
tice, to give equal proteiftion and redrefs to all the 
orders of the ftate. He took every opportunity to 
iafpedl the condud of all his magiftrates and 
judges, and to difplace fuch as were negligent, or 
corrupt. In fliort, a fyftem of ftrid juftice, mark- 
ed with an air of feverity, was purfued throughout 
his reign ; formidable to the people indeed> but 
yet adapted to the ungovernable licentioufnefs of 
the times. The Jews were the only part of his 
fubjo^ts " who were rcfufed that equal ju dice 
which the king made boaft of diftributing. As 
Edward had been bred up in prejudices againft 
them, and as thefe were ft ill more confirmed by 
his expeflitipn to the Holy Land, he fecmed to have 
;io compaflion upon their iufterings. Majiywere 
the arbitrary taxeij levied upon them j two bund red 
and eighty of them were hanged at once, upon 
a charge of adulterating the coin of the kingdom ; 
the goods o{ the reft were confifcated, and all of 
that religion utterly banifhed the icingdom. This 
feverity was very grateful to the people, who 
hated the Jews, not only for their tenets, but for 
their method of living, which was by^ ufury and 
extortion. ^ . V 

But Edward had topnoble a fpirit to be conten(> 
wiA the applaufe '^is petty oppreffion acquired ; 
be refolved to march againft Lewellyn, prince of 
North Wales, who had refufed to do homage for 
his dominions, and feemed bent upon renouncing 
all deperidence upon the crown of England. The 
Welfli had for many ages enjoyed their own laws, 
language, cuftoms, and opinions. They were 
the remains of the ancienjT Britons, who had ef- 
caped the Komaa and Saxgn nvaiions, and ftiji 

prc- 
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prcfcrved their freedom and their country, un- 
contanninated by the admiflion of foreign conque- 
rors. But as they were, from their number in* 
capable of with (landing their more powerful neigh- 
bours on the plain, their chief defe/ice lay in their 
inacceffible mountains, thofc natural bul- . j^ 
warks of the country. Whenever Eilg- , * g* 
land was diftrefTed by factions at home, ^ «* .. 
or its forces called off to wars abroad, the Welfli 
made it a conftant pradice to pour ia their irre- 
gular troops, and. lay the open country wafte 
wherever they came. Nothing could be more 
pernicious to a country than feveral neighbouring 
independent principalities, under different com- 
manders, and purfuing different interefts; the mu- 
-tual jealoufies of fuch were fure to harafs the peo- 
ple ; and wherever viiStory was purchaiibd, it was 
always at ■ ^he e?^ence of the genera] welfare. 
SenGble of this, £dward had long wiihed to re- 
duce that incurfive people, and had ordered Le- 
^ wellyn tO' do homage for his territories 5 which 
fummons thp Weifti prince refufed to^obey,* un- 
lefs the king's own fon.fliould be delivered as art 
hoftage' fbrTiis fafe return. • The king was not dif- 
pleafcd at his' refufal, as it fcrved to give hjm 
a pretext for his intended invafion.- He therefore 
levied an army againft Le welly n, and marched 
into his country with certain dffurance of fuccefs. 
Upon th€appp6ach of Edward, the Welfb prince 
took refuge among (the inacceilible mountains of 
Snowdon,!aHd there reiblved to maintain hisground, 
without truftrng to the chahce of a battle. Thefe 
were the fte^ep retreats that- had for many *ages 
before defended his anceftors againft all .the at- 
tempts of the Norman and Saxonxonquerors. But 

• Edwavd, equally vigorous and cautiousy having 

• explored every patt of his way, pierced into the 
very centre of Lewellvn's « territories, and ap- 

A 5 proached 
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proached th€ Welfli army in its laft retreats^ Le- 
welly n at firft litde regarded the progreis of an 
enemy, ^that he fuppoTed would maike a traiifteaC 

. invafion, and then depart j but his contempt was 
turned into cotrfternation, when he faw Edward 
place bis forces at the foot of the mountains, and 
hem up .his army, in order to fofce k by famine. 
Deftituie of magazines, and cooped up io a nar- 
row comer of the c«>untry, without provilioa^ 
for his troops, or pafturage for his cattle, nothing 
remained but death, or fubmi£on $. fi> that the 
unfortunate WeMfa prince, without being able to 
ftrike a blow, for bis independence, was, at laft, 
obliged to fubmit at difcvetion, and tQ receive fuch 
terms as the vidor was pkafed to iixipofe. Le- 

. wellyn confented to pay fifty thonCands poands, as 
a fatisfa(Elion for damages ; to do homage to the 
crown of England ; to permit all other barons ex- 
cept four near Snowdon^ to fwear fealty in the 
fame manner ; to relinquifli the country between 
Chefliire and the river Conway ; to do ji^ftice to 
bis own family, and to deliver hvftages for the ft- 
curity of bisfubmiffion. 

But this treaty was only of fliort duratiim : the 
j^ j^ oppreflion of the con<(ueror, and the ie- 
' dignant pride of the conquered nation, 
^^77' could not long remain without producing 
new diflenfions. The lords of the Marcbqi com- 
mitted all kinds of injuftice on tbeir WeUh neigh- 
bours ; and although Edward remitted (he iiftython- 
fand pounds penalty^ yet he laid other reftric^ions 
fome time alter upon Leweilyn,. which that prince 
coniidered as more injurious* He particularly exad:- 
cd a promife from faim at Werceller,, that 4e 
would retain no perfoin in. his. principal tt^Ti that 

v^ould be difagceenble fio.the Engltih mpsiia^cti. 
Theiii were JnfuJts «o9 great €o; be efidUred^ and 

.once mote. the; Wjolihfieir taarnos. A bo^j. of 
- . their 
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#dr forc95 took the fi^ld under the command of 
IhiYi^f tbe bfotkiftr of. theirs p^iace, ravaged the 
plsAn country, took the caAle of H^rdwardlin, made 
Sir Roger Clifford^ juftiee of: the Marches, who 
was ver)F. dangerou&y. wounded, tbeir pirribner, 
and (oon. after laid nege to the caftle of Ruth- 
land. When the account of theft hoftiiittea was 
brought tQ Edward, he aiiemhkd a numerous ar~ 
iny» aM fi»t aut with a fierce refbiut ion (q exter- 
difiate Lewxtllyn and his whole family;, and to* 
rediice that people to fuch an dbjcA ftaie, tha£: 
they (hoiiid never after be able to revolt or difr 
trefs their more peaceable neighbours. At firft, , 
however the kingVxeadeavours were not attended 
with their ufual fuccdis; having caufed a hridgp 
pf boats to be laid over tbe river M^nay, a botiy 
pf forces, commanded by lord Latimer^ and de 
Thonis, paffed ever before it was completely fi^ 
nifl^ed, to iignalize their courage againft the enet- 
my. The WeHh patiently rentiained in their for«- 
trefles till they faw the tide flowing in beyond the 
end of the bridge,, and thus cutting off the retreat 
of. tbe afiailaats. It was then that they poured 
down from their mountains with hideous ouccries; 
and, with the moft ungovernable fury, put the 
whole bodv that had got over to the iword« This 
defeat revived the finking fpirits of the Welfli i 
and it was now univer(aTiy believed by that poor 
iuperAitious people,, that heaven h^d declared in 
theif favour; A ftorv ran that it was foretold^ 
in the prophecies of Merlin, that Lewellyn wa^ 
to be the reftorer of Brutus's empire in Britain; 
a wiKzard had prognofticated that he Should ride 
through th^ fireets of London with a crown upca 
his head. Thefe were inducements fufficiently 
Arong to perfuade this prince to hazard a decifive 
battle againft the £iiglifli. With this vi«w, he 
marched imo Rajdiioril|ires and paifi^g .the river 
: / » Wcy, 
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y^tjy his troops were furprized and defeated by 
Edward Mortimer, while he himfelf was abfent 
from his army, upon a conference with fome of 
the barons of that country. Upon his return, fee- 
ing the dreadful ficuacion of his aiFairs, he ran 
defperately into the midft of the enemy, and 
quickly found that death he fo ardently fought for* 
One of the Englilh captains recognizing his coun- 
tenance^ fevered his head from his body, and it 
was fent to London, where it was received jMritk 
extreme demonftrations of joy. Thp brutal fpirit 
of the times yjrill fufiiciently appear from the bar- 
barity of the citizens on tbostoccafion,: the head 
being encircled in a filvca 3 coronet, to fulfil the 
predi£lion of the wizzard, it was placed by them 
upon a pillory, that the popdace might glut their 
eyes with fuch an agreeable fpedtacle. David, 
the brother of this unfortunate prince, foon after 
(hared 'the fame fate; while his followers, quite 
difpirited by the lofs of their beloved leader, o- 
beyed but flowly, and fought with reludance. 
Thus being at laft totally abandoned, he was 
obliged to hide himfeif. in one c.f the obfcure ca- 
verns of the country ; but his retreat being foon af- 
ter difcovered, he was taken, tried, and con« 
demned, as a traitor. His fentence was executed 
with the moft rigorous feverity; he was hanged^ 
drawn and quartered, only for having bravely de- 
fended the expiring liberties of his native country, 
and his own hereditary pofleffions. With hinf ex- 
«pired the government, and the difiindtion of his 
nation. It was foon after united to the kingdom of 
England, made a principality, and given to the 
cldeft fon of the crown. Foreign conquefts might 
add to the glory, but this added to the felicity of 
the kingdom. The Welfli were now blended with 
the tonquerors ; and in the revolution of a few 
ages, all national animofity was entirely forgotten. 

At 
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At the time of the conqufift, however, the 
Welfli fubtnitted with extreme reludance ; and 
few nations ever bowed to a foreign yoke with 
greater indignation. The bards of the country, 
whofe employment confifted in rehearfing the glo^. 
rious deeds of their anceftors. Were particularly ob- 
noxious to the king, who, confidering that while 
they continued to keep^the ancient flame alive, he 
muft exped^ no peace in his new acquifitions, or* 
dered them to be maffacred, from motives of bar- 
barous policy, it that time not uncommon. This 
feverky he is faid to have foftened by another 
meafure, equally politic, and far lefs culpable. 
In order to flatter their vanity, and amufe their 
fuperftition, he left his queen to be delivered in 
the caftle of Caernarvon ; and afterwards prefenti- 
ed the child, whofe name was Edward, to the 
Weyh lords, as a native of their country, arid as 
their appointed pjince. The Jords received him 
with acclamations of joy, confiderilig him as a itiaf- 
ter, who would govern them as « diftinct people 
from the Engliih, there being at that time ano^ 
thcr heir apparent to the Engiilh crown. But the 
death of the eideft fon, Alphonfo, foonffiffer made 
young Edward, who. had been -thus created prince 
of Wales, heir alfo to the EngliQi monarchy 5 
and ever fince the government of both natiortd has 
continued to flow in one undivided channel. 

This great andhnportant conqueft being' at* 
chieved,. paved the way for one of ftill-more im- 
portance, though not attended with fuch perma- 
nent c^onfequences. Alexander 111. king of Scot- 
land, had been killed by a fall from his horfe, 
leaving only Margaret, his grand-daughter^ heir 
to the crown, who died fome time after. The 
death of this pridcefs produced a mod ardent dif- 
pute abput the fuccefiion to the Scottiih throne, 
being claimed by no lefs than twelve competitors. 

. That 
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Tbsit mtlon being tiW divMed inta as many fac- 
tions 9S tb?rc wfre pretendcfs, die guaidians of 
^ realm wouid ooi und^fCakjs to decide a difpiru 
of fo much confequence.. Tiaur aobility of thf 
CQumry were no left divided in their opinions ; amd 
alter loog df^bat^, they at laft UBanimoufly agreed. 
' to refer the con tell tq the determinattonof the 
l(ing of £.ngland. The claims of all the other 
candidates were reduced, to three i who were the 
defendants of the earl of Huntington by three 
daughters; John Haftipgs, who claimed in right 
of his mother, as one of the co^heireilbs of the 
crown i John Baliol, who alleged bis right, as 
being dcfcended from the eldeft daughter, who 
was his graad mother; and Robert Bruce, who 
was the aSusd fon of l;he fecond daughter. la 
this cont^ft, which was referred tp Edward, he 
pretended the utmoft degree of deliberation ; and 
although he had long formed his refolution, yet 
he ordered all enquiries to be made on thd fubje6)r, 
that be might be mafter of the arguments that 
could be advanced on any fid^ of the queftion. 
In this r^fearch, he foon difcovered that fome 
p^flages in old chronicles might be produced to 
favour his own fecret inclinations ;. and without 
furtt^fur delay, inftead of admitting the claims of 
the compecitprs, he boldly urged his own ; and, 
to fe(:ond bis pretentions, advanced with a formic 
4ablc army to the frontiers of the kingdom. 

The Scottilh barons were thunder^ftruck aC 
thefe unexpe£led pretentions ; and though they 
felt the moft e;(treme indignation at his procedure, 
yet they refolved to obey his fummons to meet at 
the caftle of Norham ; a place fituated on the 
fouthera banks of the I'weed, where he convened 
^he pailiament of that country. jHe ehere pitv- 
jduced the proofs of has fuperiority, which he M* 
kged wett unqueftioni^, ai\d detiMd chekr 
: . 1 «on- 
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concurmice with hU claims ^ at ibe facoe timr 
advifing them to ufe deliberation^ aod to examiivB 
all bts allegations witb impartial juftice* To a 
jiropoAil that appeared in itfelf fo unreafooable. 
no immediate anfwer could be given ^ for where 
all is defective, it is not eafy to fubmit to the com- 
bating a part : the barons, therefore,, continued 
filent; and Edward interpreting; this for a confent, 
addrefled himfelf co the federal competitors to the 
crown, and previous tu his appointing one pf 
them as his vaflal, he required their«acknowledg- 
mcot of his.fuperiority. He naturally concluded 
that none of them would venture to difoblige the 
man who was unanimoufly appointed to be the^ 
arbitrator of bis pretcnfions. Nor was he de- 
ceived 'p he found thefn all equally obfequious on 
this occafion. Robert Bruce was the firft who 
made the acknowledgment, and the reft quickly 
followed his example. Edward being thus become 
the fuperlor of the kingdom, . undertook next to 
conjBder which of the candidates was the fitteil 
to be appointed under him ; or it may be, as they 
appeared ail indifferent to him, which ha^ the 
jufteft claim. In order to give this deliberation 
the appearance of impartiality, an hundred com- 
miiSooers were appointed, forty of them beii;^ 
choCen by the candidates who were in the inte* 
refts of John Baliol ; forty of tbofe in the intf«- 
refts of Rrficrt Bruce ; and twenty, who wecc 
chofen by Edward himfelf. Having thus fiitod 
.matters to his facisfa£tion, he left the cpmmiiS- 
oners to fit at Berwick i and went fouthward, to 
free their deliberations from alifliidow of reftraint* 
.The (libjcSt of the difpute ultimately refted in 
this queftion, whether Baliol, who wa* defcend^ 
ed from .the. ^Ider fifler, but farther f amoved by 
^one degree, was to be preferred before Brucf, 
lyjbo.wasaf^i^Ily the younger fifter's fo^? The 
.; ^ righu 
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rights of inheritance, as at prefent generally prac-* 
tifed over Europe, were even at that time pretty 
well afcertained ; and not only the commiffioners, 
but many of the belt lawyers of the age univer- 
fally concurred in affirming BalioPs fuperior claim. 
.Edward, therefore, pronounced fentence in his 
favour; and that candidate upon renewing his 
oath of fealty to England, was put in pofleffion 
of the Scotcifh kingdom, arid all its fortrefles, 
which had been previoufly put into the hands of 
the king of England. 

Baliol being thus placed upon the Scottifli 
throne, lefs' as a king than a vaffal, Edward's 
firft ftep was fufficient to convince that people of 
his intentions to ftretch the prerogative to thetit- 
moft. Inftead of gradually accuftoming the Scots 
to bear the Engliih yokei and of- Aiding in his 
new power upon them by flow and imperceptible 
degrees," he began at once to give them not ce df 
his intentions. A merchant of Gafcony had pre- 
fented a petition to him, importing, that Alex- 
ander, the late king of Scotland, was. indebted 
to him a large fum which was ftill anpaid, 
notwithftanding all his folicitations to Baliol, the 
"prefent king, for payment ; Edward eagerly em- 
cbraced this opportunity of exercifmg his hew right, 
"and fummoned the king of Scotland to. appear at 
Wcftminfter, to anfwer in perfon the merchant's 
complaint. Upon fubjedts equally trivial, he fent 
•fix diflFerent fummonfes, at different times, in one 
year ; fo that the poor Scottifli kin^ fodn perceiv- 
ed that he was poiTefTed of the name only, hiit 
not the authority of a fovereign;- Willing, there- 
'fore,'*(:6 fliake off the yoke of fo troublefome a 
mafter, Baliol revolted, and procured the pope's 
abfolution from his former oaths of homage. T^ 
ftrengthen his hands ftill more, he entered into 'a 
* fcicct treaty with-Philip, king <tf France; which 
-'-J' was 
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was the commencement of an union between thefe* 
two nations, that for fo many fucceeding ages were 
fatal to the interefts of England. To confirm 
this alliance, the king of Scotland ftipulated a. 
marriage between his eldeft fon, and the daughter, 
of Philip de Valois, 

Edward, to whom thefe tranfa^iions were no^. 
fecret, endeavoured to ward, the threatened bloWf 
by being the firft aggreflbr ; and accordingly fum* 
moned John to perform the duty of a vailal, and 
to fend him a fupply of forces againft an. invafion> 
from France, with which ftatebe had forfome 
time been at variance. . He alfo fummoned him to 
furrender fonw of his principal forts, and to ap-* 
pear at a parliament which was held at Newcaftle*. 
None of thefe commands, as he well forelaw, be- 
ing complied with, he refolved to enforce obedi- 
ence by marching a bod v. of thirty thoufand. foot». 
and four thoufa^ horie, into the heart of the 
kingdom of Scotland. As th^ Scottifh nation had 
little reliance on the vigour, or the courage of 
their king, they had ailigned him a council of 
twelve noblemen to affiftj or, more properly 
fpeaking, to fuperinttnd his proceedings. They 
raifedan army of forty thouiand mcafor the pre- 
fent emergency, and marched them away to the 
frontiers, which Edward was now preparing to 
attack. But fome of the moft confiderable of the 
Scottiih nobility, among whom were Robert Bruce 
and his ion, endeavoured to ingratiate ibemfelves 
with Edward by an early fubmiSon, which ferved. 
not a little to intimidate thofe who ftill adhered tcr 
their icing. The progrefs, therefore, of the Eng-« 
lifli arms was extremely rapid ; Berwick was taken^ 
by aiTault ; Sir William Douglafs, the governor,: 
made prifoner, and a garrifon of feven thoufand. 
men put to the fword. Elated by thefe advan- 
tages, Edward difpatched the earl Warenne^ with. 
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ton tbou&nd' men, to lajr fiege to Duiibar ; and- 
the Scotch, feniibie of the importance of that 
place, advanced with their whole army, under 
the commiind of the earls, Mar, Bueh^in, and Le« 
nox, to relieve it. Although the fuperiority of 
numbers was greatly on their fide, yet courage 
and diicipline was entirely on that of the £ngliu« 
Theconflidwasof ihort continuance ; the Scots 
were foon thrown into confufion, and twenty thour^ 
ftnd of their metn were'flain upon the field of 
battle. The cattle of Dunbar, with all its giirf U 
fm, furrendered the day following ; and £d*. 
wand^ who was now come up with the main body 
of his anny, led thetn Onward into the country* 
to certain conqueft. The caftles of the greateft 
ftrength and importance opened thf ir gates to hiaw 
admoft without reftftancei and the whole fouthern 
part of the country acknowledged the conqueror. 
The northern parts were not io eafily reducible, 
being defended by the ipacceffible mountains, and 
intricate forefts, that deform the face of that coun- 
try. To make inmfeif mafter of this part of the 
kingdom) Edward reinforced bis armv with num- 
bers of men levied in Ireland and Wales, who, 
being ufed to this kind of defultory war, were 
beft qualified to fcek, or pur fue the latent enemy* 
But Baliol made theie preparations unn^ceiTary; 
he found that a ready fubmiffion was more fafe an'd 
eafy than a fierce refiftance drawn out among 
mountainous deferts, and thofe folitudes, made 
fiill more dreadful by famine. He haftened, 
therefore, to make his peace with the vidlor, and 
exprefied die 4tt^& repentance for his former 
difloyaity. To fatis^ him ftiil further, he made 
a folemn refigna^ion or the crown into his hands i 
and the whole kingdom foon after followed his 
example. Edward thus mafter of the kingdom, 
took cufory precautipn to preAirvjS hk tide, and ta 
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s^bcdiOi %k9ft djftin£iioiis which might be apt to 
kfaej^ the mtioa iiv its fomer depemienee. Ha 
carefijty dcftroyed M records and mflfttimentf of 
a8>ciqutty, tinu iBipired the. people with a fpirtt off 
x^atiQnal pride*. He carried away a ftone^ whicb 
thetraditioa of the vulgar pretended to have h&m 
Jacob's pillow, on wbidi att their kings were feat-* 
ed. when they were anointed. This, the ancient 
tradition had aJTured themi was the mark of cfaeitr 
government; and wherever it was placed^ their 
command was always to follow* The great ical 
of Baliiol was bnoke i and that iinfaappy^ m/onancb 
hiisfelf .was^ carried as a prifoner to London, and 
Committed to cuflxidy in the Tower. Two ycari 
afterwa^dsr he was reftqred to his liberty, and ba<» 
•ifibued to France, where he d>ed in a private fta-* 
tion^ \vithout making any further attempts to. re-» 
inftate himfelf upon the throne ; happier perhaps 
in privacy,, than if gratiiied in the puriuits of aou 
bition* 

The ceflatioa which was giy^ to £dward by 
thofe fttcceifes, in his infular dpmimons, induced 
htm to turn IjiU ambition to the continent, where 
he expetSled to recover a part of thofe territories 
that had been ufurpei from his crown, during the 
imbecility of his predeceflbrs. There had been a 
uptiire with France fome time before, upon a 
very triftiog occafK^. A Norman and an Englifli. 
ildp met oS the coaft, nc^ar Bayonne ; and havijig ^r 
both occafion to draw water from Ibe fame fpring, 
there kif^peoed a quarrd for the prefecence. I'iiis 
feuffle in, which a Narmi^n was flain, prodoced 
B'«i)inp)aint to. the king of Francey who deftred 
the complainant to take his own revenge, and not 
bring fuch nftattars before him,. This the Nor- 
mans did jhortly after ; for feizing the crew of a 
&ip in the ehanoeJ^ the)r hangod a part of them, 
together with fooie dog$, ia the prefence of all 

their 
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their companions. This produced a retaliation 
from the EngUflicimjue^ports; and the animofttjr 
of the merchants on hoth fides being wrought up 
10 fury, the fea became a fcene or ptFacy .and 
murder. No quarter was given on cither -fide j* 
the mariners were deftroyed by thoufands ; and at^ 
Jaft the affair became too feriou* for the fovereigns. 
of either fide to continue any longer unconcerned 
fpedators. Some inefFedual overtures were made 
for accommodation j but Edward feeing that it. 
was likely to come tu an open rupture, gave or*- 
ders for having his territory of Guienne, upon the 
continent) put into a pofture of defence. Nor 
was he remifs in making treaties with feveral 
neighbouring princes, whcrfe affiftance he purcha- 
fed, though greatly to the diminution of his fcan'ty 
revenues* He even fent an army.colle^ed io Eng- 
land firom the gaols, which had been filled with 
robbers from the former reign^ and who were now 
made ferviceable to the ftate. Thefe, though at 
firft fuccefsful, under the command of John dc 
Bretagne^ earl of Richmond, were, however, 
foon repulfed by the French army, under the 
command of Charles, brother xo , the king of 
France. Yet it was not eafy to difcourage Ed- 
A D ^^^^ ^^^"™ ^^^ favourite purfuit. In 

' / about three years after, he again re- 
^ newed his^ attempts upon Guienhe, and 
fent thither an army of feven thoufand men, un- 
der the comifiand of his brother, the earl of Lan- 
cafter. That prince gained, at firft, fome ad- 
vantages over the French at Bourdeaux ; but he 
was foon after feized with a diftemper, of w4iich 
he died at Bayonne. 

The king finding his attempts upon that quarter 
unfuccefsful, refolved to attack France upon ano- 
ther, where he hoped that kingdom would be 
more vulnerable. He formed an alliance with 
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Digitized by Google 



E D W A R D I. . tt 

John, earl of Holknd, by giving him his daugh- 
ter Elizabeth in marriage ; and alfo with Guy^ 
earl of Flatiders, whofe aiitftance he procured, 
for the ftipulated fum of feventy-five . thoufand 
pounds. From thefe affiftances he entertained 
hopes of being once more able to recover his here- 
llitary dominions ; and he accordingly fet himfelf 
carneftly about providing money for fuch an ar- 
duous undertaking. This was not obtained wi^hr 
out the greateft ftruggles with his clergy and the 
people; fo that when he came to taJ^e the field 
in Flanders, at the head of an army of fifty 
thoufand men, the, proper feafon <^ a<5lion was 
4oft J wherefore the king of France, and he, were 
£lad to come to. an accommodation, by which 
they agreed to fubmit their differences to the ar- 
bitration of the pope. By his mediation it waa 
agreed between them, that their union ihould be 
cemented with. a double marriage; that of Ed- 
ward with Margaret, Philip's fifter ; and that of 
the prince of Wales with Ifabella, the French 
monarch's daughter. . Philip, was prevailed on to 
reftore Guienne to the Englifh. He agreed alfo 
to abandon the king pf Scotland, upon condition 
that Edward ihould in like manner negle£t the ^earl 
of Flanders. Tbusy after a very expenfive war, 
the two monarchs were obliged to fit down juft 
where they began;. and, fnnead of thaking pre- 
parations againft each other, they refolved to turn 
the ^^ight «f their power upon their weaker 
neighbours. i 

But though this expedition was thus fruitlefsly 
terminated, yet .the expences which were requi- 
fite for fitting it out, were not only burdenfome 
to the king, but even in the event, threatened to 
ihake him bo his throne. In order at firft to fet 
the great machine in movement, he raifed consi- 
derable fiippUfi&.by meaos.of his parliament ; alid 
2 that 
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that svgtift iMdy was then £rft miKidM i>x bim 
auto tbeferm m which jtcomimes Aithis daj* 
As tt^g^eeit part of the pnsipeity of ftbe khtgdoai 
WM 9ioi«r, <yy the iittrodudbmi oF commerce^ aiid> 
ttie vmproveinent x>f agriculture, transferred from 
the barms to the lowfer 'c)dk% of dieipeopie^ fo 
tbetr confent was thoitghlt neceflfary far the railing 
titty coltfiderable fupplies. Fat this neafim^ he 
URied liTPftstotheihierifls, fenjoming ih^m toifend' 
tK»p&rlia(nental0iig with two fcnigbvs oithtithm^ 
(as in the ibrini«r reign) two depatiet ircRi eaoii 
borough within dieir county; and tbefe provided 
wifh &fficieAt powers from tbcsr coiiAituents, to 
gratit fttch dtraarids as thpey flxouldi think Teafim«> 
«bie for the fafety of the ildte. The Qhargesnf 
thefe deputies 'were to bt home by the 1mroo|k 
WMch (bnt fheffl ; fiind fo farnnf^ce theyriromconfi* 
^ring their depufiatton as-^n hoi;ioor)^ihat:iiotkitig 
coiild be >frK>re 4i^)eaffng «oMy botvu^ ckwtp 
ht thus obliged to fend a deputy, «r to^amy indit. 
Vfdual than to be tfotas chMen. However^ ite aa* 
thority of thefe commoners ^ncceaiiid kj time. 
Their union gave «heni wtdight;;aind it became 
^ftomary among thc^, in return jfor thdibfiplies 
^i^ch rhey had granted, toprefe^peoitiotlattd'iAie 
<!fown for the redrefe ^f thofe ^rievanees, tuinder 
^bich they fuppoifed the tiatton tolaboen The\ 
more the kmg's necefflties encreafed, the «nc«e he 
fcttnd it 'expedient to give them ati-eariyredrefe, 
till from requeffting, the commons proceeded to 
requiring; and having all the property of the 
natron, they by degrees b^gan to he ipoifiefied of 
the power. Suidh was the conftrtotion ^ th«t 
'farliftment, to whiah Edward applied ;for "affifl- 
"fttice agafnft France. 'He obtained from tthoba^ 
fons add -knisfats, a grant •of the twelfth of 4heir 
moveables, ^om the boroughs en eighth; .md 
^roni the clergy he ri^ved itoexttft^ii: fifth ; but 
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he^evc «ottiid ut ua wpea td lififtatice. This 
b^y of mtti^ Who htd alrtady fek the freight of 
hfo nedBfities^ refolved te avaU diemfelvcs of any 
/pretext rither ikoi thus AiblMt to fuch mi hcavjr 
'fliid <li^e|mrtiMed impdMwh. The pope h«d 
feanettlne before Ifiued a bnUi probibiting the 
dergjr fr^m paying t^lMS to any tei9pe»l jMrince, 
wiihbiit .j)tfriniAm>i f#oiii the Me of Rome-; and 
dicrfe of Eogkandi nbwpka^d ^onfcience, ik re- 
iiffing lO'Coivply with theJcing'a deaiaiMl. Tbe^ 
^miR^v ^^ w^ ^^"^ obedfeace to two £yre- 
ic^nS -a fptriteal 'and a leolporal ; kut thattbeur 
^temal bappitiels bound AeiA lo obey 'one» while 
only tbeit worldly firfety 4ed theon to-acknowledge 
the cotntoinda -of -the other. ^Edward was fomew 
-what iHortiiied -at their refusal, but -employed their 
•ownWgutnentswrth great fepceagainft them, H^ 
refufed them his temporal protedton, ordered his 
judgte to l-eceiYe tic ckule brought before them by 
<lhe clergy, hilt 4o hear and <iecide all oaufes, in 
which they ^tre d^elidantsii lo 46 ever.y man 
jafttce agunft them ^ anJ to 4dny them, jiiflice 
even tander <tbe ^reateft H^^ily. 

It» Aia oudawod fituiUEioa, 4h^ fuffered num« 
•berleft hardihtps fraHn ^ery rik&M^ while the 
isirng's oiBlctfrs remained 'tinocfnceraed fpedatoi s lof 
4he ravages xrommmed -upon tfhem, without -in- 
-cffrrrrng uit hvntiei >of •opf>rei&ve or vindictive or-u«- 
•elty. Whenever the ieletgy veMiired from bdme, 
CfaeyVere difmounted fN>m th«ir horfits, and robu 
1)ed of their ck)aths $ the prithfte hikniblf was^at- 
•tactoed on theMghway^ and «flfiipped -of -all bis 
-equipagesmd fufnttore. The(e«fev4^rftie5^ atkt|gtb» 
-pvevailbd; und the tiergy agreed to lay die.f>tma 
'fhey'werettixed 'In fome ehlirch appomed ihemi 
%bi4b'Were ^o be taken away by the kmg's offi«- 
mfera. Thus at onte they obeyed the -kinft, with*- 
^ut^nc^ring the celifidFes of 'ihefeopkr. Itot tho' 
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thefe fums were very great, yet they were by no 
means adequate to the wants of the ftate. New 
taxes were, therefore, arbitrarily impofed, Ed- 
ward laid a duty of forty ftillings a fack upon 
wool J he required the flierifFs of each county to 
fupply him with twothoufand quarters of wheat, 
and as many of oats, without confidpring the 
manner they were to be obtained. Thefe he le- 
■vied by way of loans, promifmg to pay an equi- 
valent, whenever the exigenciejs of the ftate were 
4cfs prefling. Such various modefc of oppteflion 
were not fuflfered without murmuring. Thecler- 
•gy were already difgufted to a man i the people 
complained at thofe extortions they could not re- 
fift ; while many of the more powerful barons, 
jealous of their own privileges, as Well as of na- 
tional liberty, gave countenance to the general 

difcontent. ^ , . ^ . • r rn. 

The firft fymptoms of this fptnt of rehltance 
appeared, upon the king's ordering Humphry 
Bohun, the conftable; and Roger Bigod, the ma- 
refchal of England, to take the command of an 
army that he propofed to fend over into Gafcony, 
while he himfelf intended to make adiverfion on 
the fide of Flanders. But thefe two powerful no- 
blemen refufed to obey his -orders, alleging, that 
they were obliged by their offices to attend him 
only in the wars, and not tor condua his armies, 
A violent altercation enfued.. The king, addrcf- 
fmg himfelf to the conftable, cried out, « Sir 
carl, by God, you Ihall either go, or be hanged. 
To which the haughty baron replied^ " Sir lang, 
by God, I will neither go, norbehanged. Ibis 
oppofiiion quite defeated his fcheme for the con- 
tiueft of Guienne. He. found he had .driven pre- 
i^ative a little too far ; and with that prefcnce of 
mind which always brought him back, when he 
M the leaft gone beyond the Unc of difcretion, 
.• I lie 
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he defired to be reconciled to his barons, to the 
church, and to his people. He therefore pleaded 
the urgent neceifities of the crown ; and promifed 
upon his return from Flanders, whither he was 
then going, to redrefs all grievances, to reftore 
the execution of the laws, and to make his fubjeds 
compenfation for the lofles which thej had fuftain- 
ed« Thefe profeffions ferved prettj well to allay 
the kindling difcontents of the nation^ during his 
abfence abroad, except that theenfuing parliament 
only the two noblemen, attended by a great body 
of cavalry and infantry, took pofTeffion of the city 

Stes, and obliged the Icing's council to fign the 
!agnaCharta, and to add a claufe, tofecure the 
nation for ever againft all impofitions and taxes, 
without the confedt of parliament. This the 
council readily agreed to iign ; and the king him- . 
feify ivhen it was fent over to him in Flanders, 
after foizie heikation, thought proper to do the 
fame. Thefe conceffions he again confirmed up- 
on his return; and though it is probable he was 
averfe to granting them, yet he was at laft brought 
to give a plenary confent to all the articles that 
were demanded of him. Thus, after the conteft 
of an age, the Magna Charta was finally efla- 
blifhed; nor was it che leaft circumftance in its 
favour, that its confirmation was procured from 
one of the greateft and boldefl princes that ever 
fwayed the jf^nglifii fceptre. 

But though the confirmation of this charter was 
(Stained without much violence, yet it is proba- 
ble that the dif^urbance given by Scotland about 
the fame time, might have haflened its final exe- 
cution. • That fierce nation, which had . t\ 
been conquered fome time before with ' * 
fo much eafe, ftill difcovered a fpirit of '*97« 
independence, that no feverity could reftrain, or 
defeats fubdue. The earl Warrenne had been 
VoJL. II. B left 
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left judiciary in that kiiig<k>ni ^ and bi$ prudence 
and moderation were equal to his valour. He 
therefore protected the people with his juftice^ as 
he had fubdued them by hisa^ms: but being ob* 
liged, by the bad 'ftate of bis health, to leave that 
kingdom, he bft the adaruiiiftracion in the hands 
t>f two veVy improper minifters i the one, whofe 
name was Orme(by, was rigorous and cruel ; the 
other, called Crci&i^ham, was avaricious and 
mean. Under fuch an adminiftration little ftabi- 
lity could beexpedled^ and their injuflice foon 
drove th^^ diftrdfed people into open rebellion. 
A few of thofe who had fled into the moft inaccef- 
fible mountains from the arms of Edward, took 
this cpportunity to pour down and firike for free^ 
doAn^ They were headed by William Wallace, 
fo ctlebrated in Scottish dory, the younger fon of 
a gentleman, who lived in the wcftern part of the 
kingdom. - He was a man of a gigantic ftature, 
incredible .ftrength, and amazing intrepidity.^ .ea'- 
gerly de£rous of independence, and pofieiled witd 
the moft difinterefted fpiric of patriotifm^ . To 
tliis man had reforted all thofe who were obnoxi- 
ous to the Engiiih government; the proud, the 
bold, the criminal, and the ambitious. Thefe, 
bred among dangers and hardships themfelves, 
could not forbear admiring in their leader a degree 
of patience, under fatigue and famine, which (hey 
fuppofcd beyond the power of human nature to 
endure ; he fooii, ther^ore, became the principal 
objed of their affedion and their efleem. His 
firlt exploits were confined to petty ravages, and 
occalional attacks upon the Engliih. As his forces 
encreaftd, his efforts became more formidable; 
cvei7 day brought accounts- of bis great actions f 
his party was joined fir ft by the defperate, and 
then by the enterpri^iiig ^ at laft, all who loved 
their country came to take (belter under his pro- 

tedion. 
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te^on. Thus reinfinxed, he formed a plan of 
far^i:&tng Ormelby, the unworthy Efiglvfli fni- 
mtUfj^ who redded at Scone *, tuit though this 
trmnt efcaped the meditated irruption, yet his 
efitpfis fefTed to recompenfe the i^furgents. From 
this iime^ 4lie Scots began to grow too powerful 
f0r the £nglifli that were appointed to govern 
•diefn^ manjr ct their princrpal Wons joined the 
itifyrgems ; Sir WilUdun DoAigias was among the 
foremoft openly to avow his attachment ; while 
Robert firuce more fecrccly A^voured an^ promot- 
ed the caafe. To oppofe ^is unexpeded infur- 
refiio^i, the earl Warrenne cotleded an army of 
forty thoufiind men in the north of England, ahd 
prepared to attack the Scots, who had by this 
tkne eroded the borders, and had begun to ravage 
the country. He fuddenly entered Annandale, 
an^ caoie up with tkc enony at Irvine, where 
he iurprized their forces, sA'ho, being inferior in. 
number, capitulated, and promised to giv« hof- 
tages Tor their future fidelity. Meft of thenobi* 
litjr renewed their oaths, and joined the Engliih 
army with relodance, waiting a more favourable 
occsuion for vindicating their freedom. Wallace 
aloae difilained fiibmiffion ; but with his faithful 
followers, marched northwards, with a full in* 
tention to procraS the hoiirof flavery as long as 
he could. In the mean time the earl War- 
renne advanced in the purfuit, and overtook him 
where he wasadvancageouOy pofted in the neigh- 
bourhood of Stirling, on the other -fide of theriverr 
Forth. The earl pcwreivine the favourable ground 
lie had chofen, was for dedintng the engagement ^ 
but being prefied by Creffingham, a proud man^ 
whoife privalte revenge operated over his judgment, 
the old earl was at laft obliged to ^ooipiy, and he 
pafled over a pare of his army to begin the atuck. 
B a Wallace 
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WatUce allowing fuch numbers of the Engltfh to 
get over as he thought himfelf fuperior to, tx>lcll7 
advanced upon them before they were completely 
formed, and put them entirely to the rout. Part 
of them were purfued into the river that lay in 

' the rear, and the reft were cut to pieces. ' Among 

, the (Iain was Creffingham himfelf^ whofe memory 
was fo extremely odious to the Scotch, that they 
flayed his dead body, and made faddles of hisikin« 
Warrenne retired with the remains of his army to 
Berwick, while his purfuers took fuch caftles as 
werp but ill ^provided for a fiege. Wallace re- 
turned ir^to Scotland, after having thus, for a 

. tmie, £^ved his country, laden with an immenfe 
plunder, with which he for a while difpelled the 
profpefl of &mine that feemedf to threaten the 
nation. . . 

Edward, who had been over in Flanders, while 

thefe misfortunes. happened in England, haftened 

K r\ hzck with impatience to reftore his au- 

• thority, and fecure his former conquefi^. 

^^97* As thi5 difcon tents of the peofde were 

not as yet entirely appeafed, he took every popu« 

. lar meafure that he thought would give the'm fa- 
tisfadion. He reftored to the pltizens of London 
a power of elcdling their own magi ft rates, of 
which they had been deprived in the latter part of 
his Other's reign. He ordered ftriS^ enquiries to 
be made concerning the quantity of corn, which 
he had arbitrarily feized for the ufe of his armies, 
as,/ he intended to pay the value to the owners. 
Th^s having appeafed, if not fatisfied, all com* 
plaints, he levied the ^hole force of his domi- 
nions ; and at the head of an hundred thoufand 
men, he directed his march to the North, fully re- 
folved to take vengeatlce upon the Scots for thtir 
late defection. 

It 
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It may he cafily fuppofed,.. thai the Scots, even 
rf united, were but ill able to reftft fuch an army^ 
commanded by fuch a king ; but their own mu- , 
tual dii&ntioos ferved to render them ft ill more 
unequal to the conteft, and to prepare Edward's 
way to an eafy triumph. The Scotch were headed . 
by three commanders, who each claimed an equal 
fliare of authority; thefe were the fteward of 
Scotland, Cummin of Badenoch, anJ Wiilinm 
Wallace, who oiFered to^give up his command, 
but whofe party refufed to follow any other leadet; 
The Scotch army was pofted at Falkirk, and there 
propofed to abide the aiTault of the Engli(b. They 
were drawn up in three feparate divifions, each 
forming a complete body of pikemen, and the in* 
tervals filled up with archers. Their horfe were 
placed in the rear, and their front was fecured 
with pallifadoes. 

Edward, though he faw that the advantage of fif 
tuatioawas againft him^ little regarded fuch a fu*- 
periority, confident of his (kill and his numbers 3 
wherefore, dividing his force alfo into three bo- 
dies^ he led them to the attackv Juft as he ad- 
vanced at the head of his troops, the Scotch fee 
up fuch a (hout, that the horfe, upon which the 
king -rode, tooft fright, tlirew and afterwards 
kicked him on the ribs, as he lay on the ground » 
but the intrepid monarch, though forely bruifed 
with his fally quickly mounted again with. hi3 
ufual alacrity, and ordered the Welch troops to 
begin the attack. Thefe made but a feeble relif- 
tance againft the Scotch, who fought with deter- 
mined valour; but Edward feeing them begin to 
decline, he advanced in perfon at the head of ano* 
ther battalion; and haying pulled up ^he pallifadoes, 
tharged the enemy with fuch an impe(uofity, that 
they were no longer able to refift. In this diftreTs, 
Wallace did all that lay in the power of man to 

fuftain 
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faftam and avert the (bock i but the divifidft Com- 
manded by Cummin quitting the field) both the 
•divifions of the lord fteward, as well as that of 

Wallace lay expofed to the itnglilh archers, who 
at that time began to excel thofe of all other nati* 
ons. Wallace, 'for a while, maintained an uile- 
qual conteft with his pikemen ; but finding him- 
felfjn danger of being furrounded, he was at laft 
obliged to give way, and flowly to draw ofF the 
. poor remains of his troops behind the river Carron* 
Such was the famous battle of Falkirk, in which 
Edward gained a complete viftory, leaving t^elvd 
thoufond of the Scotch, or as fome wilj have it^ 
fifty thoufand, dead upon the field of battle, while 
the Englifti had not an hundred flain. 

A blow fo dreadful, had not dS yet entirely 
cruflied the fpirit of the Jjcotth nation 5 and after a 
fhort interval they began to breathe from their 

A r\ calamities. Wallace, whet had gained 
'all their regards for his valour, flleVir* 

'^99* ed that he ftill merited them mdre by 
his declming the rdward? of ambUiort. Perceiving 
how much he was ertvied by rbc nobility, ana 
knowing how prejudicial that envy would pfovc 
to the intercfts of his country, he rcfigned the re- 
gency of the kingdom, and htimbkd himfelf to a 
private ftation. He propofed CumtA'in as the pro- 
pereft perfon to fupply his room ; and that noble- 
man endeavoured to ftieW himfelf worthy of this 
pte-emincrice. He fqon began ft) aiinciy the cttc- 
my; and not tontent'Wiih a defenfivfc wur, he 
made incuffions into the fouihern Counties of the 
kingdom, when Edward had imagined him wholly 

* pv fubducd. They attacked in army of the 
j;*Engli(h lying at Roflin, near Edin- 

'3"*' burgh, and gained a complete viftdry. 
1 he renown of the Scotttfli arms fooh began to 
fpead drfmay among the Lnglifh gHrrilbhs left tti 

that 
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that kingdom ; and they evacuated all the fortref- 
fes, of which they hadror fome time been put in 
poflTeffion* Thus once more the ta(k of conqueft 
was to he perforrDed over again ; and in propor* 
tion to their loflfesi the Scotch itemed to gather 
freih.obftinacy. 

But it was not eafy for any circumftances of 
bad fortune to reprefs the enterprizing fpirjit of the 
king. He afieoibled a great fleet and . t\ 
army ; and entering the frontiers of * ' 
Scotland, appeared with a force which ^ 3* 

xthe eaemy could not think of refifting in the open 
field. The fleet furnilbed the bnd army with all 
neceflary provifions ; while thefe matched fecurely 
along, and traverfed the kingdom from one end 
to the other, ravaging the open country, taking 
all the caftles^ atxi receiving the fobmi^oas of 
all the nobles. This complete conqueii employed 
Edward for the fpace of two years ; but he feem- 
ed by the fevefity of b-is condu£iy. to make the 
natives pay dear for the trouble to which they 
had put him. He abrogated all the Scottilh laws 
and cuftoms ; he endeavoured to fubftitute thofe 

, of England in their place ; he entirely razed or de- 
ftroyed all their naonuments of antic^uity ; and en* 
deavoured to blot out even the memory of their 
former independence and freedom. There feenv 
ed to remainonly one obflacle to the final deftruc- 
tion. of the Scottifh- monai;chy, and that was \^ il«- 
liam Wallace^ wfaoftill continued refra^ory ; and 
wandering with, a few forces from mountain to 
mountain^ flill preferved his native independence 
and ufual good fortune. But even their feeble 
hopes from him were foon dtfappoioled *, he was 
betrayed into the king's hands by Sir John Mon- 
teith, his friend, whom be had made acquainted 
with the place oifhts concealment^ being furprized 

B4 bj 
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by him as he Jay afleep in the n'eighboarhood 6f 
Olafgow. The king, willing to ftrike the Scotch 
ivith an example of feverity, ordered him to be 
ccnduded in chains to London, whither he was 
carried emidft infinite crowds of fpedators, who 
flocked to fee a man that had often filled the whole 
country uith conflernation. On the day after his 
arriva), he was brought to his trial, as a traitor^ 
;3t Weitminfler-Hall, where he was placed upon 
aii high chair, and crowned with laurel in deri« 
fion. Being accufed of various imputed crimes^ 
he pleaded not guilty,i and refufed to own the ju* 
rifdidlion of the court, affirming, that it was equal- 
ly unjuft and abfurd to charge him with treafon 
againft a prince whofe title he had never acknow- 
ledged \ and as he was born under the laws of 
another country^ it was cruel lo try him by diofe 
to which he was a ftranger. The judges dif- 
iqrarded his defence; for confiderirtg Edward as 
the immediate fovercigh of Scotland,: they found 
bim guilty of hvgh-treafon, and condcjnned him 
to be hanged, drawn, and quartered, the ufuai 
punifhmcnt for fuch offences. This fentence was 
executed with the moft rigorous punctuality ; and 
his head and quarters were exfofedini the chief 
cities of England. Such was the wretched end of 
a brave man, who had through a courfe of many 
years, with fignal perfeverance and conduft, de- 
fended his native country againft an unjuft invader. 
Robert Bruce was anwwjg thofc on whom the 
cruel fate of Wallace had made the deepeft im- 
preffion. This nobleman, wjiom we have already 
fren as competitor for the crown, and whofe 
claims, thdugh fet afide by Edward, were fVill 
fecretly purfucd, was now'a^^uallj inthe Englifh 
arnjy. He never was lincerely attached to the 
hng^i{h monarch, whom he was in fomemeafurc 

compelled 
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compelled to follow ; and an interview with Wal- 
lace, fome time before that champion was taken, 
confirmed him in his refolution to fet his country 
free. But as he was now grown old and infirm, 
he was obliged to give up the flattering ambition 
of being the deliverer of his people, and to leave 
it in cl^rge to his fon, whofe name was Robert 
Bruce alfo, and who conceived the projed with 
ardour. This young nobleman was brave, a<3ive, 
and prudent; and a favourable conjun^ure of 
circumftances feemed to confpire with his aims, 
John Baliol, whom Edward had dethroned and 
baniflied iiito France, had lately died in that coun- 
try 5 his eldeft fon continued a captive in the fame 
place 5 there was none to difpute his pretenfions, 
except Cummin, who was regent to the kingdom i 
and he alfo was foon after brought ovtr to fecond 
his interefts. He, therefore, reloived upon free- 
ing his country from the Englifh yoke i and al- 
though he attended the court of' Edward, yet 
^ he began to make fecret preparations for his in* 
tended revolt. Edward, who had been informed 
not only of his intentions, but of his adual en- 
gagements, contented himfelf with fetting fpies 
round him to watch his^ conduct, and ordered alt 
his motions to be ftriftly guarded. Bruce was 
ftill bufily employed in his endeavours, unconfcious 
of being fufpc^ted, or even of having guardians 
fet upon his conduft ; but he was thought to un- 
derftand his danger, by a prefent fent him, by a 
. young nobleriian of his acquaintance, of a pair Of 
giit Ipurs, and a purfe of gold. This he cohfider- 
ed as a warning to make his efcape, which he did, 
by ordering his horfes to be flipd with their (hoes 
turned backwards, to prevent his being tracked in 
the fnow, . which bad fallen. 

Bs 'His 
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His difpatth w^i c6rifidcrcd tjheii ^s very great ; 
^ £j having travelled from London to Lo^ch* 
206* "^'*^*"> which is hear four hundred niiles^ 
3 ' in feveh days. Cummin, who had in 
the begirining concurred in his fchemes, was pri- 
vately known to have colnmuhicakd tht whole 
io Edward^ and Bruce Wdk refolved in the firft 
place to t^ke veiigeahce upon hiiii for his per- 
fidy. Hearihg that he was then at Durrtfries, 
he went thither^ and meeting him lA the cloiflers 
of a mqnaftiery Belonging to th6 Grey Friars, re- 
proached him, in fevere terms, with his treachery; 
and drawing hi^ fwbrd, inftamly plunged it in his 
ibreaft. Sir Thomas Kirkpatrick, ohe of Briice's 
ffiehds, aflcing him fooh after if the iraitc^r wa4 
flain, ftnd Bruce artfwci*ihg that he believed fo, 
** VVhat, replied the other, only belief; I will fc- 
^< cure him ;" and going baf:k to where Cummin 
was receiving abfolutioh at the altar, he {(tabbed 
him to the heart. It is a di (agreeable reflei^ion, 
that aflions begun in this maiuier (hould never- 
thelefs, terminate in fuccdrfs. 

Bruc<^ had by this a^ion not only rendered 
himfelf the objeft of Ldward's refentment, but 
involved all his party in the fame guilt. They 
had noW no refource left, but to confirm, by 
dcfperate valour, what they had begun in cruel- 
ty; and they foon expelleid fuch of the £ng;li^ 
forces, as had fixed themfelves in the kingdom. 
Bruce was JTolemnly crowned king, by the biOiop 
of St; Andrew's, in the Abbey of Scone; and 
numbers flocked to his ftandard, refolved to con- 
firm his pfetehfiohs. Thus, after twice conquer- 
ing the kingdom, and as often pardoned the 
HieTinqiiehti; after having fpread his vi<5lories in 
fevery quarter of the country, and receiving the 
moft humble fubmiffions, the old king faw, that 
his whole work was to begin afrelQi ; and that no- 
thing 
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^ing but the filial deftruiElion of the inhabiunts 
<:Mild give him aiTurance of tranquillitv. But no 
•difilculttes could reprefe the ardaous (pirit of this 
monarch) who^ though now verging towards his 
^ciinei yet refolved to ftrike a partiAg blow, and 
to make the Scotd^ once more tremble ac his ap<^ 
^ara;»ce% He vowed revenge againft the whole 
;natfbii; and averred, ^at nothing but reducing 
them to the oompIeGeft bondage could fatisfy his 
refemment. He fumraoited his prelates, nobility, 
jHid all who held by knights fervice^ to meet him 
at CarliflC) which was appointed as the general 
reiide^tvotis \ and, in the mean time be detached 
a body of forces before him into Scotland, under 
the command of Aymer de Valence, who began 
ttie threatened itditSron by a terrible vicStory over 
Bru<?e) neair Metliwen, in Perthihire. That war- 
like commandsr foaght with great c^ftinacy $ he 
w&fr thride difmottnied from his horfc in the adion, 
and as often recovered : but at laft he was oblig- 
ed to fly, and take fltetter, with a few fallow- 
^s, in the Weftem Ifles, The earl of Atbole, 
Sit ^imon FrafirTi and^Sir Chriftopher Secon, who 
•had been taken prifoners, were executed as trai- 
t^s on the fpot. Immediately after this dreadful 
titeW, the rdentful king himfelf appeared in prr- 
(bn, entering Scotland with his army diirided into 
tWOpitttS^ a^ expe£ling to find, in the oppofition 
iof the peopk) a pretestt for punifhtng them% But 
this brave prince, who was never, cruel but from 
«imjves of policy, could not ftrike the poor fub- 
tiHitting natives, who made no refiftance. His 
anger was difappointed in their humiliations ; and 
he was afhaimed to extirpate thofe^ who only op- 
pofed patience to his indignation. It was chiefly 
^pG«l the nobles of the country that the weight of ' 
4iis refenmient fell. The fifter of Bruce, and the 
^Oumefs of Btichany were (but up in wooden cages, 

and 
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and hung over the battlements of a fortrefs, and 
his two brothers fell by the hands of the executi- 
oner. T he obftinacy of this commander ferycd to 
mflame the king's refentment. 'He ftill continued 
to excite fre(h commotions in the Highlands ; and 
though often overcome, perfifted in a feemingly ' 
fruitlefs oppofition. Edward, therefore, at laft, 
refolved to give no quarter ; and at the head of 
a great army entered Scotland,, from, whence he 
had lately retreated, refolving to exterminate the 
whole body of thofe infurgents, .wHo feemed (o 
implacably averfe to his government. Nothing 
lay before the refraflory Scotch^ bi|t projefis of 
the moft fpeedy and terrible vengeance; while 
neither their valour nor their mountains, were 
found to grant them any permanent protedion. 
But Edward's death put an end to their apprehea- 
fions, and eiFedtualJy refcued their country from 
total fubje^iion. He fickened and died at Car^ 
lifle, of a dyfentery; enjoining his^ (on, with his 
laft breath, to profecute the enterprize, and never 
to defif^, till he had finally fubdued the kingdom. 
A rs He expired in the fixty-ninth year of 
■ his age, and. the thirty-fifih of his reign : 
■. 4 ' * after having added more to the folid in- 
J" y /• tereft of the kingdom, than any of thofe ^ 
who went before, or fince fucceeded him.* He 
was a promoter of the happinefs of Ae people; 
and feldom attempted exerting any arbitrary firetcb 
of power, but with a profpeft of encreafing the 
welfare of his fubjefts. He was of a very majeftic 
appearance, taH in ftature, of regular feature^, 
with keen piercing black eyes, and an afpecSt th^t 
commanded reverence and efteem* His copftitu- 
tlon was robuft.; his ftrength and dexterity une- 
qualled, and his fliape agreeable except from the 
extreme length and fmallnefs of his legs, froqi 
whence ikehad.the appellation of Lpogibanks. lie 

feemed 
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feemed to have united alb thofe advantages whichy 
in that age, might be confidered as true glory. 
He gained irenowo by his piety in the Holy Landj 
be fixed the limits of juftice at home ; be confirm- 
ed the rights of the people; he was the moft ex-« 
pert at martial exercifes of any man in the king- 
dom; and was allowed to be a conqueror, by his 
fuccefs over the kingdom of Scotland. Succeed- 
ing times have, with great juftice, quefiioned the 
merit of fome of thefe claims ; but none can deny 
him comparative excellence, if they look upon 
thoie princes, who either went, be/ore, or have 
fucceeded. Edward, by his firft wife, Eleanor 
of Caftile, had four fons, and eleven daughters ; 
of the Jaft, moft died young ; of the former, Ed- 
ward the fecond alone, his heir and fucceflbr, fur- 
vived him. 

If we turn to the ftate of the people during his 
adminiftration, we Ihall iind, that England acquir- 
ed not only great power, but great happinefs, un- 
der his protection. The barons, who might, du- 
ring this period, be confidered as a junto of petty 
tyrants, ready to cry out for liberty, which they 
alone were to (hare, were kept under; and their 
combinations were but feeble and ill fupported. 
The monarch was in fome meafure abfolute, 
though he was prudent enough not to exert his 
power. He was fevere, indeed ; and fome people 
tax this feverity as a ftain upon his n\emory ; but 
let it be remembered, that he was the firft who 
began to diftribute rndifcriminate juftice. Before 
his time, the people who rofe in infurre£tions were 
punifiied in the moft cruel manner, by the fword 
or the gibbet; while, at the fame time, the nobi- 
lity, who were really guilty, were treated with a 
degree of lenity, which encouraged them to frefli 
infarre^ions. But what gave Edward's reigu a 
true value wiUi pofterity, was the degree of powtr, 

which 
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which the people begafi to ailbme duritig this pe^ 
riod» The king coniideced die clerg/ and barons 
in fooie meafure as rivah) and to weaken their 
force^ he never attempted to control the flow, boe 
certain, advances made by the people, which^r 
in ttikie, entirely deftroyed the povrer loi' the one, 
and divided the authority of the other. 
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CHAP. Xlll. 
£ D W A R D IL furnamed of CaerkaHvok* 

TH £ tieaSart which people generally 
feel at the atceffion of a tiQW prince, effaces 
tneiir fdrrow for the deceafed i the faults of the 
one at6 knowki Aiid hated, while the other, from 
novelty, receives imputed merit. Much» there* , 
fore, was txpc3tei from the ydurig prince, and all 
orders hailen^ to take the oath of allegiance to 
him. He was now in the twenty-third year of 
his age, of an agreeable figure, of a mfld harm- 
lefs difpofition, and apparently addi£led to few 
Victs. But he fo6n gave fymptoms of his unAt* 
Ae(^ to Aicceed (6 great a monarch as his father i 
he Was father fond of the enjoyment of his power, 
than of fecuring it; and lulled by the flattery of 
his courtiers,, he thought he had done enough for 
glory, when he had accepted the crown. Inftead, 
therefore, of profecuting the war againft Scotland, 
accofding to the injunSit>ns he had received from 
his dying father, he took no fteps to check the 
progre(^ of Bruce, his march into that country be* 
ing rather a proceiTion of pageantry, than a war- 
like expedition. Bruce, no longer dreading a 
great conqueror in the field, boldly ifTued from his 
retreats, and even obtained a confiderable advan- 
tage over Aymer de Valence, who commanded 
the Engllfh forces. Young Edward looked tame- 
ly on ; and, inftead of repreffing the enemy, en- 
deavoured to come to an accommodation. The 
Ehglifh barons, who had been kept under during 
the precedijfig reign, now faw that the fceptre was 

fallen 
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^ jj fallen into fuch feeble hands that they 

.* * might rcaffcrt their former indcpcn- 

•* ' • dence with impunity* 

To confirm the inaufpicious conjedures that 
were already formed of this reign, Edward recalled 
one of his favourites, who was banifhed during his 
father's reign, bein^ accufed of corrupting the 
prince's morals. The name of this much-loved 
youth was Piers Gaveftone, the fon. of a Gafcon. 
knight, who had been employed in the fervice of 
the late king. This young man foon infinuated 
himfelf into the afie&ions of the prince ; and m 
fa6l, was adorned with every accompliihment of. 
perfon and mind, that were capable of creating 
afFedion j but he was utterly deftitute of thofe qua- 
lities of heart and underftanding that ferve to pro. 
cure efieeni. Hts was beautiful, witty, brave and 
aSiviB i but then he was vicious, effeminate, de. 
bauched and trifling. Thefe were qualities en».. 
tirely adapted . to the tafte of the young monarchy 
and fuch as he could hot think of living without* 
He therefore took Gaveftone into his particular 
Intimacy, and feemed to think no rewards equal 
to his deferts. Even before bis arrival at court 
from exile, he endowed him with the whole earl- 
dom of Cornwall, which had lately fallen to the 
crown. He married him foon after to his own 
niece, and granted him a fum of two and thirty 
thoufand pounds, which the late king had referved 
for the maintenance of one hundred and forty 
knightF, who had underjtakcn to carry his heart 
tojerufalem. *" 

Thefe accumulated favours did not fail to ex- 
cite the jealoufy and indignation of the barons 5 and 
Gaveftone was no way folicitous to foften their re- 
fentment. Intoxicated with his power, he became 
haughty and overbearing. He treated the iing- 
liih nobility, from whom it is probable he received 
3 marks 
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marks bf contempt, with fcorn. and dcrifion* 
Whenever there was to be a difplay of pomp or 
magnificence, Gaveflone was Aire to eclipfe. all 
others ; and he not only mortified his rivals by his 
fuperior fplendor, but by his fuperior infolence. 

The barons were foon after flill more provoked to 
fee this prefumptuous favourite appointed guardian 
of the realm, during a journey the king* was obliged- 
to make to Paris, to efpoufe the princefs Ifabeila, 
to whom he had been long fince betrothed. They 
were not remifs, therefore, upon the arrival of 
this princefs, who was imperious and intriguing, 
to make hereof their pariy, and to direft her ani- 
aiofity againfl Gaveftone, which to do himjuf- 
tice, he took little care to avoid. A confpiracy 
was foon formed ^gainft him, at the head of which 
queen Ifabeila, and the earl of Laiicafter,' a no- 
bleman of great pow^r, were afTociated. They 
bound themfelvcs by oaths to expel Gaveilone ^ 
and began to throw oflF all reverence for the royal 
authurity, which they faw wholly in the pofTeflion 
of this overgrown favourite. At length, the king 
found himfelf obliged to fubmit to their united 
clamour ;. and he fent Gaveftone out of the king* 
<|om, by appointing him lord^lieutenant of Ireland. 
But. this .compliance was of fhort duration; the 
weak monarchy long habituated to his favourite, 
could not live without him ; and having obtained 
adifpenfation from the pope for his breach of faith, 
be once more recalled Gaveftone, and even went 
down to Chefter to receive him on his firft land-^ 
]iii£ from Ireland. A parliament was foon after 
ailembled, where the king had influence fufiicient 
to have his late condud approved ; and this ferved 
only to encreafe his ridiculous af{e£lion, and to 
render Gaveftone ftill more odiouf. This infao 
tuated creature hlmfeif forgetting his paft misfor- 
tunes, and unmindful of future danger, refumed 

his 
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hit former oftcntition and tnfoience^ and made* 
biaifelf every day fome new enemy. 

It was eafy (o perceive, that a comHination of 
the n(ri>les/ while the queen fecretJy afiifted their 
defigns, would be too powerful againfi the efibrts 
of a weak kin^, and a vain favourite. They 
were refolved upon the fall of Giiveftone, even 
though that of tdward himfelf ibould be involved 
in the fame ruin. They foon, therefore, affcm- 
bled, in a tumultuous parliament, contrary to the 
king's expre|s commandt attended with a nume- 
rous retinue of armed followers ; and began their 
firft ufurpations, by giving laws to the king. They 

AH Q <^ompe!led him to fign a commifliony 

Mr h^°ft ^y ^^^^^ ^^^ ^**^^ authority of go- 
ixarcnio. y^^nment was to be delegated to 
twelve perfons, to be chofen by themfelves. Thefe 
were to have the government of the kingdom, and 
the regulation of the king's houfhold. They 
were to enad ordinances for the good of the ftate, 
and the honour of the king, their commiffion' 
was to continue for fix months, and then they 
were to lay doVlrn their authority Many of their 
ordinances were immediately put in force, and fome 
of them appeared for the advantage of the nation ; 
fuch as requiring that the {herifts fliould be men 
of property ; and prohibiting the adulteration of 
the coin ; the excluding foreigners from farming - 
the revenues ; and the revoking all the late exorbi- 
tant grants of the crown. All thefe the king, who 
faw himfelf entirely ftript of his power, could very 
patiently fubmit to; but when he learned that 
Gaveftone, was to be baniflied for ever from hid 
dominions^ he no longer was mafter of histemper ; 
but removing to York, where he was at afmall^if* 
tance from the immediate terror of the confederated 
power, he inftantly invited Gaveftone back front 
Flanders, whither the barona had baniflied him ; 

and 
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zni declaring bis punifhment and Tentence to be 
illegal, he openly reinftated him in all his former 
fplendors* This was fufficient to fpread > |^ 
an alarm .over the whde kingdom; all .' * 
the great barons flew to arms -, the earl ^ 
of Lancafter put himfelf at the head of this irre« 
fiftible confederacy ; Guy, earl of Warwick) 
entered into it with fury ; the carl of. Hereford, 
the earl of Pembroke, and the earl of Warren ne, all 
embraced the fame caufe ; whilft the Archbiibop 
of Canterbury brought over the majority of the 
ecdefiaftict, and confequently of the people. The 
unhappy Edward, inftead of attempting to make 
refiftance, fought only for fafety : ever happy in 
the company ^f his favourite, he embarked at 
Tinmouth, and failed with him to thecatlle of 
Scarborough, where he left Gaveftone, as in t 
place-of fafety j and thert went back to York him- 
felf, either to raife an army to oppofe his ene* 
mies I or, by his prefence, to allay their animo- 
fity« In the mean time, Gaveftone was beffeged 
in Scarborough by the earl of Pembroke ; and had 
the garrifon been /ufliciently fupptied with provi. 
fions, thajt place vuould have been impi^egnable. 
ButOaveftone) fenfible of the bad condition of. 
the garrifoil, took the earlieft opportunity to of^ 
fer terms of capitulation. He ftipulated, that he 
fliould remain in Pembroke's hands as a prifoner 
fftt two inonths ; and that endeavours fhoiild be 
ufed, in the mean time, fct a general ;^ccommo« 
dation* But Pembroke bad no intention that he 
fliould eicape fo eafily | he ordered him to be 
condudled tothe caftkof Deddington^ near Ban- 
bury, where, on pretence of other buflnefs, he left 
him with a feeble guard, which the earl of War^ 
wick having notice of) he attacked the caftle in 
which the un/brtui^ate Gaveftone Was confined, 
and quickly made himfelf matter of his perfon. 

The 
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The earls of Lancafler, Herefqrd, and Arundel^ 
were foon apprized of Warwick's fuccefs, and in- 
formed that their common enemj was now in cuf- 
tody'at Warwick caftle. Thither, therefore, 
they hafted with the utmoft expedition, to hold a 
confultation upoii the fate of their prifoner. This 
was of no long continuance i they unanimoufly 
refolved to put him to death, as an enemy to the 
kingdom, and gave him no time to prepare for his 
execution. They had him inftantly conveyed to 
a place called Blacklowhill, where a Welfh exe-» 
cutionQr, provided for that purpofe, fevered the 
head from the body. There appeared a deepet 
fpirit of cruelty now entering into the nation, than 
had been known in times of barbarity and igno^ 
rance.^ It is probable, that the natural (bugbters 
committed by the Chriftians and Saracens upon 
each other, in the Crufades, made the people fa- 
miliar with blood ; and taught Chrifiians to butcher 
each other with the fame alacrity with which they 
were feen to deftroy iniidek,. to whom they feldonft 
gave any quarters. 

The king, at iirft, feemed to feel all the re^ 
lentment which fo fenfible an injury could pro« 
duce ', but equally weak in his atuchment and 
his revenge, he was^ foon appeafed, and granted 
the perpetrators a free pardon, upon their mak- 
ing a (hew of fubmiffion and repentance. An 
apparent tranquillity was once more eftabliflied 
among the contending parties ; and that refent-^ 
ment which they had exercifed upon each other 
was now converted againft the Scotch, who 
were confidered as the common, enemy. A ' 
war had been declared fome time before with 
this nation, in order to recover that authority^ 
over them, which had been eftabliflied in the^ 
former reign, and a truce was foon after con- 
cluded i but the terms of it being ill ob&rved 
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koi both fides, the animofities were kindled afrefii, 
and the whole military force of England was 
called out by the king; together with verj large 
reinforcements, as well from the continent, as 
other parts of the Englifh dominions. Edward's 
army amounted to an hundred thoufand men ; 
while Bruce, king of Scotland, could bring but a 
body of thirty thoufand to oppofe him. Both ar- 
mies met at a place called Banockburn, in the 
kingdom of Scotland, withm two miles of Stirling^ 
the one confident in numbers, the other relying 
wholly ^n their advantageous pofition. Bruce had 
-A hill on his right flank, and a bog on his left; 
with a rivulet in front, on the banks of which he 
hadcaufedfeveral deep pits to be dug, with iharp 
ihtkes driven into them, and the whole carefully 
concealed from the view of the enemy. The on- 
fet was made by the Engiilh i and a very furious 
engagement enfued between the cavalry on both 
fides. The fortune and intrepidity of Bruce gave 
the firft turn to the day. He engaged in fingle 
combat with Henry de Bohun, a gentleman of 
the family of Hereford ; and at one ftroke clove 
his fkuH with hisbattle-ax to the chine. So fa*- 
vourable a beginning was only interrupted by the 
night ; but the battle renewing at the dawn of the 
enfuingday, the Engllfli cavalry once more at- 
tempted to attack the Scotch army ; but unexpedU 
edly found themfelves entangled among thofe pits 
which Bruce bad previoufly made to receive them. 
The earl of G^ouceilcr^ the king's nephew, was 
overthrown and flain : this ferved to faitimidate 
. the whole Engii(h army ; and they were foon &\\l 
more alarmed by the appearance of a fre(h army, 
as they fuppoftd it to be, that was preparing, from 
a neighbouring height, to fall upon them in the 
rear. This was onlycompofed of waggoners and 
attendants upon the Scottiih camp 5 who had been 

fup- 
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fupplied by the king, with 9iHAuA% juid ordfertd 
to make as formidable an appearance as 'tbry 
could. The flratagcm cook efFe^ ; the EngliOi^ 
intimidated by their lofles, and diflraiQed by ibeir 
fears, began to fly on aH Ade$; and throwing 
away their arms, were purfued with great flaugh^ 
ter as far as Berwick* 

Edward himfelf narrowly eicaped bv flight to 
Dtiobar, where he was received bv tne earl of 
Marche^ and thence cofiveyed in fatelv by fea to 
Berwick. This battle was decifive in ^vour ctf'thp 
Scotch. It fecured the independence of the 
crown of that kingdom ; and fudi was the iniiu^- 
ence of fo great a defeat tipon the minds of the 
Englilh, that for fome years after no Superiority 
of numbers could induce them to keep the field 
^gainft their formidable adverfaries* 

Want of fuccefs is ever attended with want of 
^ Y% authority. The king having fufiered 
• not only a defeat from the Scotch, but 
^3' 4* aifo having been weakened by feveral 
infurre&ions among the Wel(h and Irrflif found 
his greateft afflt£tions ftill remaining in the turbu- 
lence and infolenre of his fubjeds at home. The 
nobility, ever factious, now took the advantage 
of his feeble fuUation to deprefs his power, and 
re*eftablifli their own. l*he earl of Lancafter, 
and thofe of his party, no fooner faw the unfor- 
tcmatie imonarch return with diigrace, than they 
renewed their demands, and were retnftated in 
dieir former power of governing the kmgdom. It 
was declared, that all offices {bouid be filled from 
time to time by the votes of parliament, which 
as thev were influenced by the great 1>arons, thefe 
effefxaiiliy took all government into tlieir own 
bands. Thus, from every new cabmity, the 
ftate fufiered ; the barons acquired new powers 
and their atms were not fo much to reprefs ^he 

ene- 
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eoevH^sof their country, itt to fomtnt newaiti- 
mofiiie^t and Areagcbett every foreign confederacy* 
A confirmed oppofition generalhr produces an 
o^poftte combftnitioa* The king nndtng himfelf 
thus fteawlily counteracted in all his anns, had no 
6$hier fefource but in another favourite^ on whom 
he repofed all confidence^ and from vbo& ooo- 
nexioftft he hoped for aiSftance* The name of 
this new favourite was Hugh Dernier, a young 
man of a noble Engliih nrmily, of fome merit, 
and very engaging accompMhments, His £ither 
was a perfon of a much more eftitnable chara£tar 
than the /on; he was venerable from his years, and 
r^peded through life for his wifdom, nis valour, 
and his integrity. But tbefe excellent qualities 
were all ^limintAed and vilified from the moment 
he and his fon began to ihare the king's favour. 
The turbulent barons, and Lancafter at their head, 
regarded him as a rival, and taught the people to 
de^fe thofe accomplifliments that only ferved to 
eclipfe Ihetr own. The kins, equally weak and 
utijuftm his atuchmehts, infiead of profiting by 
the wiiUeos of his favourites, endeavoured to 
ibengthen himfelf by their pow^r. For this pur- 
pofeSe marrisrd the younger Spenfer to bis niece ; 
be fetded upon him fome very large poAefiions in 
the Marchef of Wales ; and even dlfpofleffibd 
fome lords unjdjQly of their eftates, in or^ to ac- 
cumulate them upon his favourite. This was a 
, pretext the king's enemies had been lone (eeking 
for ; the earls of Lancafter and Heretord fl^w 
to arms ; and the lords Audley and Ammori, who 
had been difpofftiled, joined them with all their 
forces. Their firft meafure was to require the 
king to difioniis or confine his fiivourite, the young 
Spenfer, menacing him in cafe of a refufal, with 
a determination to obtain by force^ what flioufld be 
denied to their importunities. I'his reqveft was 

fcarce 
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fcarcc made, when tbev began to {heW their refo^i 
lution to have redrefs, uj pillaging and deftroying 
the lands of young Spenter, and burning his hou~ 
fes. Theeftates^ the father foon after (bared 
the iame fate ; and the infurgents having thus fa- 
tiated themfelves with the plunder of this moft 
opulent family, marched up to London, > to inflid; 
with their own hands, that puniflunent which had 
been denied to their remonftrances. Finding a 
free entrance into the city, they To intimidated 
the parliament that was then fitting, that a fen- 
tence was procured of perpetual exile againft the 
twoSpenfers, and a forfeiture of tHeir fortune and 
.eftates. But an a£t of this kind,' extorted by vi- 
olence, was not likely to bind th^ king any longer 
than neceffity compelled him. Some time after, 
having afTembled a fmall army to puniQi one of 
the barons, who had offered an indignity to the 
queen, bethought it a convenient opportunity to 
take revenge on all his enemies at once, and tore- 
call the two Spenfers, whofe company he fo ar- 
dently defired. In this manner the civil war was 
kindled afrefh, and the country once more involv- 
ed in all the horrors of flaughter and devaftatiort. 
1 he king had now got the H:art of his adverfa- 
ries, and haftened by forced marches towards the 
. borders of Wales, where the enemy's chief power 
lay. Lancailer^ however, was not (low in making 
,head againft him ; having fummoned together all 
hi$vaflals and retainers, and being joined by the 
evi of Hereford. Still farther to ftrengthen his 
party, he formed an alliance with the king of 
Scotland, with whom he had long been privately 
conne^led^ But his. diligence on this ocCalion pro- 
ved . ineiFe(S):ual j the king at the head of thirty 
thoufand men preffed him fo. clofely, that he bad 
not time to colled his force together 5 and^' fly- 
ing from one place to another, he was at laft ftopt 

in 
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ill his wajr tcmrards Sodtbdii bjp Sk Andrew Har- 
Chi^ who rmilfed Us forecs in a fldniufli in which 
t^e eart of Hcraford wis (lain, and Lancafter bin* 
felf taken prifoner. Aa he had formerly (hewn 
Jittlc mercy fo Oav^fton, there was very little 
extended t<K him upon this occafion . He was con- 
demned by a court martial; and led, mounted 
on a IfiAn borfe, to an eminence near Pomliret, in 
cmumftances of the greateft indignir^, where ho 
was beheaded by a Londoner. The people, with 
whom be had once been a favourite, feemed to 
have quite forfaken him in his difg^race; they re'* 
viled hini) as be was led to execution, with every 
Vind of reproach ; and even his own vaflals. feemed 
eager to r^nove fufiNcion by their being foremoit 
to infult his diftrefs* About eighteen more of the 
principal infurgents were afterwards condemned 
and executed in a more legal manner, while others 
found fafety by efcaping to the continent* 

A rebellion, thus cruflied, ferved only to en«< 
ereafe the pride and rapacity of young Spenfer; 
moft of the forfeitures were tei^ed for his ufe ; and 
in his .promptitude to hurt the delinquents, ho 
was found guilty of feveral ads of rapine and in- 
juilice. He himfelf hnd the train for his own fu- 
ture misfortunes, and an occafson foon offered fof 
putting it into pif9& againft him. The j. *^ 
king of Fr<ince, taking the advantage of * 
Edward's weakncfr, rcfolved to confif- ^3^4» 
cate all his foreign dominions. After a fruitlefs em- 
b^iSy From £dwa#d, to diAuade that monarch from 
his purpofe, the queen. of England herfelf defired 
per.miffion to go over to the court of France, to 
endeavour to avert the florm. The French ktng^ 
though he gave her the kindeii reception, was re- 
folvedto liften to no aecommodaiion, unlefs £d« 
ward in perfon (hould appear^ ai^i do him ho* 
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d by Google 



5Q HtSTO&Y'OF EN<SLA!Na 

magi for the dominionsrhe held binder him.. This 
was reckoned a very dangeroas ftep; and what 
the Jcjng of imgbnd could not thinkof complying 
with, nor what his favourite Spenfer was wiUing 
to permit* in this exigence, the qu^n ftarted a 
new expedient which feemed calculated to get 
rid of al) difficulties.; It was^.tbat Edwardihould 
r^fign the dominion of Guienne to his fon, now 
thirteen years of age; and that the young prince 
fliouldgo toParis, to pay that homage which had 
been required of the father. With this propofal 
all parties, agreed ; young Edward was fent to Pa- 
ris; a^d the queen, ^an haughty and ambitious 
woman, having thus got her fon in her power, 
refolved to detain him tilt her own aims were 
complied with. Among the number of thefe was 
the expulfion of the Spenfers, again ft whom flie 
had conceived. a violent hatred, from their great 
influence over the king. ^ 

In confequence of ihis refolution, (he protraft* 
ed the negotiation for fome time, and being at 
laft required by the king to return, flie replied, 
that (he .would never again appear in England, 
till Spenfer was removed from the royal prefence 
and banifhed the kingdom. By this reply, ihe 
gained two very confiderable advantages ; (he be- 
came popular in England, where Spencer was uni- 
verfally diiliked; and fhe had the pleafure of en- 
joying the company of a young nobleman, .whofe 
name; was Mortimer, upon -whom (he had lately 
placed her affe^lions. 'J' his y6uih had, in ibme 
former infurreftion been condemned for high trea- 
fon, but had the fcntence commuted into perpe- 
tual imprifonment in the Tower, From thence, 
however, he had the gQod fortune to efcape into 
France, and foon became diftinguiflied among his 
party for his Vijolept.animofity to Spenfer. 1 he 
grafes of bis perfon and addrefs, but particuli^rly' 

his 
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bis diflike to the favourite, rendered him very ac«' 
ceptable to the queen j fo that from being a partizani 
be became a lover, and was indulged with all the' 
familiarities that her criminal paffion could confer*^ 
The queen's court now, therefore, became a fane-* 
tuary for all the malecoritents who were ban! (hed 
their own country, or who chofe to come over., 
A correfpondence was fecretly carried on.with the* 
difcontented at home ; and nothing now was aimed 
at, but to deftroy the favourites, and dethrone the 
king. 

To fecond the queen's efforts, many of thd 
principal nobles prepared their vaflals, . j^ ^ 
and loudly declared againft the favour- * ' ' 
ite. The king's brother, the earl of '3^5* ■ 
Kent, was led in to engage among the reft ^ the^ 
earl of Norfolk was prevailed upon, to enter fecret-' 
ly into the confpiracy. The brother and heir to the 
earl of Lancafter, was from principle attached to 
the caufe ; the archbifliop of Canterbury exprefled 
his approbation of the queen's meafures ; iartdthel 
minds of the people wereenflamed by all thofe arts^ 
which the deCgning pradilfe upon the weak and 
ignorant. In this unfverfal difpofition to rebel, the* 
qUeen prepared for her expedition ; and,. accompa- 
nied b) three thoufand men at arms, fet out (ri)m 
Dort harbour, and landed fafely without oppofi- 
tion, on the coaft of Suffolk. She no fooner a'p-, 
peared, than there feemed a general revolt in her 
fai^our ; three prelates, the bifhops of Ely, i^incoln/, 
and Hereford, brought /her all their vaffals ; a"na 
Robert de VVatteville, who had been fentto oppofe 
her progrefs, deferted to her with all his forces. 

In this exigence the' unfortunate Edward vain-, 

ly attempted to colle«3 his friends, and bring th^ 

malecontents to their duty ; he was obliged to 

leave the capital to the refentmcni of the prevail- 
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ing pftrty ; and the pppulace, imm^diztHy ^pQ|l 
his defertioiH flew out into thofe excefibs whiph are 
the coniequence of brutality unreftrained by fe^** 
They feized the bifliop of Exeter, as he was paffiog 
through the city, beheaded hinx without any form 
of tml, and threw bis body into the Thaiiies« 
They ailfo feized upon the 1 ower, and agreed to 
tkew no mercy to any who (hould.opppiie Sieir ^t¥ 
tempts, tn the mean time the king found ^0 
fpirit of diiloyaltv was not confin^ to th^ capital 
alone, but difFuied over the whole kingdoni. He 
Ivad fidaced fome dependence upon the garrifon 
which was ftationed m the caftle of Br ii^o), un^er 
the command of the elder Spenfcr ; but they muti-r 
Died againft their governor^ and that unfortunate fa- 
vourite was delivered up, and condemned by th9l 
tumultuous barons to the moft ignominious death* 
He was handed on a gibbet in his armour, his body 
-«yas cut in pieces, and thrown to the dogs, and his 
l^ead was fent to Winchei^r, where it was fet pa a 
polQ, and expoled to the ixifuks of the populace. 
Thus died the elder Spenfer, in his ninetieth year, 
\^hofe character even the malevolence of party 
cpu.Id not tarnilb. He hadpafled ayouth of tranquilv 
lity and reputation ^ but his fond compliance with 
his fon's ambition, at length involved hi^ age in 
ruin, though not difgrace. 

Young Spenf^r, the unhappy fan, did. not long 
fiirvive the father ; he was taken with fome others 
who had followed the fortunes of the wretched 
king, in an obfcure convent in Wales, and the 
mercilefs vi^rs refoUed to glut their revenge, 
in adding infult to cruelty* The queen had not 
patience to^wait the formality of a trials but or* 
dered him immediately to be led forth before the 
iiifulting populate, arid fi^e;mf;d |o take a favage 
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^lefaitire In UMttg htr ey^ #fth bis diftrefles. 
The gibbet ere^€d for his execution was fifty 
feet ht^h', hi» head Was f6nt to London, Where 
<he citil<9ns received it in briltal triumph, and 
fcced it onf the bridge. Several other lords alfo 
fliared his fatfe j all defervirig pity tftdeed,,had th^y 
Aot themfelves formerly jiiftined the prefent inhu* 
msnity, by ietfiiig a cruel example. 

In the meian tiiiie, the king, who hoped tb fiild 
refuge in Wales, was quickly difcovered, and 
dofely parfued bv his triumphant enemies. Find* 
iwg no hopes of niccour in that part of the country 
fce took (hipping for Ireland ; bat even th^re his 
wretched fortune feeftied willing to perfecute hirn ; 
he was driven back by contrary winds, and deliver- 
ed up to his adverfar tesj who exprefled their fatis- 
fat£^ion rn the gro&hefs of their treatment. He was 
condadied to ihe capital, amidK the infults and re- 
{>roaehes of the people, and confined iii the Towei". 
A charge was foori afler exhibited againfir him ; ia 
which no 6ther cringes but his incapacity to govern, 
his indolence, his love of pleafure and hfs being 
fwayed by evil counfdlors, were objedled agaii^ 
him. His depofition was quickly voted by parlii- 
ment ; h6 tvas afiighed a penfion for his fupporl, 
bis fon Edward a youth of fourteen, was fixdd 
upon to fucceed him, and the queen was appointed 
regent during the minority. 

Thb depofed monarch but a (hort time fur? tved 
his misfortunes ; he was fent from prifon . q- 
to prifon, a wretched outcaft, and the j' - * 
fport of his inhuman keepers. He had ^ '* 
bcth at firfl confined to the cuffody of the carl of 
Lancafter, but this nobleman, Ihewing fonie 
marks of r^fped and {iity, ht was taken out of h?s 
hands, and ddivered over t6 lord Berkeley, Mory- 
frave^s^ »nd Gournay, who were entrisfted with 

the 
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the charge of guarding him month about. Wha^ 
ever his treatment from lord Berkley might have 
been, the other two feemed refolved, that he 
ihould enjoy none of thq comforts of life, while 
in their cuftody. They pra£tifed every kind of 
indignity upon him, as if their defign had been to 
accelerate his death by the bitternefs of his fujfFer- 
ings. Among other a<fts of brutal oppreiTiony it 
;is faid, that they fliaved him for fpprt in the open 
5 fields, ufing water from a neighbouring ditch, 
• The genius of the people muft have been greatly 
debafed, or they would never have permitted fuch 
/indecencies to be pradlifed on a monarch, whofe 
.greateft fault was the violence of his friendihips. 
He is faid to have borne his, former indignities 
.with patience, but all fortitude forfook him upon 
, this occalion ; he looked upon his mercilefs iniul- 
ters wicn an air of fallen majefty, and burfting 
iRto tears, exclaimed, that the time might come, 
when he would be more decently attended. 
This, however, was but a vain expedtatiorv. As 
bi s. persecutors fa vv that his death might not ar- 
iriye, even under every cruelty, till a revolution 
.h;ad. been made in his favour, they refolved to rid 
^themfelves of their fears, by deftroying him at 
I once. Accordingly, his two keepers, Gournay 
an4 Montravers, came to Berkeley caftle, whe?e 
EcJwatd vvas then confined ; and havnig concerted 
[a mc thod of putting him to death without any ex- 
ternal figns of violence, they threw him on a bed, 
holdim^ him down by a table, which they placed 
ovtr him. They hen ran an horn pipe up his 
body, through which they conveyed a red hot 
iron ; and thus hurnthis bowels, without disfigur- 
ing his body. By this cruel artifice, they ex- 
pt;cted to have their crime concealed ; but his hor- 
rid .ihrieks, which., we^e heard at a dilt^ncc from 

the 
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the caftle, foon gave a fufpicion of the murder ; 
and the whole was foon after divulged, by thi 
confeffion of oqe qf the, acc.orry}! ices. Misfot'tunes 
like his, muft ever Create pity ; and a punilhment 
fo difproportionate to the fufFerer's guilt, muft wipe 
away cve\x n^any of ihofe faults,, of ;yvhich Edward 
was juftly culpable. He left behind him four 
children ;. two foits^ and two daughters : Edwacd 
was his^eidefl fqn and iucceflbr; John,, died young; 
Jane waf^ aftcrwaras married to David Bruce, king 
of Scotland} and Eleanpr was married to Regi* 
nal4> Cj9iint of Gueldres». 
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CHAP. XIV. 

EDWARD IIL 

THE parliament, bj wMch jroni^g Edward was 
raifed to the throne, during the life of hit fur- 
ther, appointed twelve perfons as hiS privy-court- 
cili to dircd theoperations of govcrnmem. Mor- 
timer, the queen's paramour, who miglit naturally 
be fet down as one of the members, artfully exclu- 
ded himfelf, under a pretended (hew of moderati- 
on ; but at the fame time he fecretly influenced all 
the meafures that came beneath their deliberation^ 
He caufed the greateft part of the royal revenues to 
be fettled on the queen duwager, and he feldom 
took the trouble to confultthe minifters of govern- 
ment in any public undertaking. The king him- 
felf was fo befieged by the favourite's creatures, 
that no accefs could be procured to him, and the 
whole fovereign authority was (hared between 
Mortimer and the queen, who took no care to 
conceal her criminal attachment. 

A government fo conftituted, could not be of 
1< ng continuance^ and the fl'ghteft ihock was fuf- 
ficient to overturn that power, which was founded 
neither in ftrength nor virtue. An irruption of 
the Scotch gave the firft blow to Mortimer's cre- 
dit ; and young Edward's own abilities contributed 
to its ruin. The Scotch, who had no coimexion 
with either party, were refolved to take advantage 
of the feeble ftate of the nation ; and, without 
regarding the truce that fubfifted between the two 
ki Dgdom;:, attempted to furprize the caftle of Nor- 
ham. This commencement of hoftilities, they 
f^gci alter ieconded by a formidable invafion on 

the 
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the fiortberfl c6un(ie9y witli to ztmf of t#enty 
Ihoufand rtxn* Edward, even st this ea>ly ^ge^ 
difcotered that ma/tiat dtfpofitian, for vrhich h^ 
tra* afterwa^rds fy famoa^. He refolved to inters 
c«pt them in their retreat ; and began bi» march 
in the lAiddfe of July, at the head of . iS 
an army of thra^core thou&nd men ; 
but after ondergotng tncredibte fatigues, ^3*7* 
in purfcring them throogh woods and morafles^ he 
Was unaWe to perceive any liens of an enemy, exr 
cept from the ravages they hadmade, and thefmoal^- 
ing ruins cf viMages, which they had fet on fire. 
In this difappointment he had no other refource, 
but to offer a reward to any who ihould difcover 
the place where the Scots werfe pofted. This the 
enen^y underftanding, fenthim word that they wert 
ready to meet him, and give him battle. However, 
they had. taken fo advantageous a fituation, on the 
oppofite banks of the river WaVe, that the king 
found itimpradicableto attack them \ and no threats 
couM bring them to a battle upon equal terms. ' 
It was in this fituation, that the firfr breach wis 
difcovered between the king and Mortimer, the 
queen-s favourite. The young monarch, all ar- 
dour to engage, refolved that night, at all ha- 
zardft, not to allow the ravagers toefcape with im- 
punity ; but MorttmcT cppofed his Influence to the 
valoiir of the king, and prevented an engagement, 
which might be attended with the moftdeArU(5tivc 
confequences to his authority, whether he won, 
0r loit the day. Shortly after, the Scotch, under 
the command of Douglas, made an irruption into 
the- Englifli camp by night, and arrived at the very 
tent in which the king was fleeping. But the 
young monarch happening to wake in the critical 
moment, niade a valiant defence agai nil the ene* 
my J his chamberlain and chaplain died fighting. 
G 5 by 
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^yl^isfici^ ; ^"^ ^^ ^^"S had time given him to 
escape, in ih^ dark. The Scotch being fruftrated 
III thicir dwfign upon the king, were contented to de- 
camp for their, own country, leaving their tents 
ftandin^, without any perfon behind them^ except 
fix £ngli{h prifoners, whofe legs they had broken, 
to' prevent their carrying intelligence to their coun- 
trymen. The efcape of the Scotch was as difagrec* 
^ble a circumdance to the Englifli army, as the va- - 
lour of the young king was applauded and admired. 
Tue failure on one part was entirely afcribed to the 
queen's favourite ; and fuccefs on the other, to the 
Vine's own intrepidity. The people began to wi(h 
'far a removal of that authority, which ftood be- 
.t:Mreen them and the monarch ; and fpared no pains 
to aggravate the faults of the governors, or to ex- 
tol ihe rifmg merit of their youn^ fovereign. 

. Mortimer now faw himfelf exalted to a very 
precarious fituation, and was refolved, on any 
, terms, to procure a peace with Scotland, in order 
\o fix his power more firmly at home. A treaty 
v^as accordingly concluded between the two na- 
l^tions, la which the Englifli renounced all title to 
rovereignty over the lifter kingdom j and the 
Scotch, in return, agreed to pay thirty thoufand 
marks as a compenfacion. The next ftep that 
Mortimer thought neceffary for his fecurity, was 
to ftize the Earl of Kent, brother to the late king, 
an harmlefe and well meaning perfon, who, un- 
der, a P'wrfuafion that his brother was ftill alive, 
and concealed in fome fecret prifon, entered into 
a defign of reftoring him to liberty, and reinftat- 
in^ him ia his former power. Him, therefore, 
Moriiuier refolved to deftroy ; and fummoning 
him before parliament, had him accufed, con- 
demned, and executed, even before the young 
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king had time to interpofe in his favour. In pro- 
portion as Mortimer thus got rid of his enemies, he 
Vfs^s careful to enrich himfelf .with their Ipoils. 
The eftate of the unfortunate earl was feized up- 
on for the ufe of the favourite's youngeft fon ; the 
immenfe fortuneis of the Spenfers were in like 
manner converted to his ufe. Thus his power be- 
came invidious, and his corrupt morals^ made it 
ffill more formidable. ^^ .i^ . , 

It was in this poilure of aiFairs, that Edward 
refolved to fliakf off an authority that Was odious 
to the nation, and particularly reftri(5ihre upon him. 
But fuch was the power of the favourite, that it 
required as much precaution to overturn the ufur- 
per, as to eftablifli the throne. The queen and 
Mortimer had for fome time chofen the caftle of 
Nottingham for' the place of their refidence -, it 
was ftridly guarded, the gates locked every even- 
ing, and the keys carried to the queen. It was; 
•therefore, agreed between the king and fome of 
his barons, who fccretly entered into his deftgns, 
to feize upon them in this for trefs ; and for that 
purpofe. Sir. William Eland, the governor, was 
induced to adm^it them by a fecret fubterraneous 
paflage, which had been formerly contrived for 
an outlet, but was now hidden with rubbilK, and 
known only to one or two. It was by this, there # 
fore, the noblemen in the king's interefts entered 
the caftle in the night; and Mortimer, without 
havying it in his power to malj:e any refiftarice, was 
feized in an apartment adjoining tb^it of tlVe queen's. 
It was in vain that (he endeavoured to protedt 
him. i in vain flie entreated them to fpare l\er 
*' gentle Mortimer ;'* the barons, deaf to her en- 
treaties, denied her that pity, which (he had ,fo - 
often refufed to others. Her paramour was cpn- 
«demned by ^the parlian^eat, >^hich.was then fit- 
* ting, without being permitted to make hfs' de- 
fence, 
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ftnee, or even examining a wknefd agmnfr kim. 
He was banged on a gibbet at a place eallecl Elmes, 
about a (nilc from London, where hi» borfjr was 
lef^ hanging for two daj^ after. A fimilar (entence 

Saifedagainil fome of ht9 adherents, particularly 
ioiirmjy and Mpntravers^ the murderers of the 
late king ; but thefe bad time to etude puaiftmeii^ 
byefcapingto the Continent. The queen, who 
was certainly the moft culpable, was ihielded by 
the dignity of her fituation i tko was only dif* 
car4^d from all (hare of power, and confkied for 
life to the caftle of Rifing^, witbapeniion of three 
thQufand pounds a ypar. From this confkiement, 
fhe was never after fet free i and though the fcrng 
iinnmally paid her a vifit of decent ceremony, yet 
ihe found herfeif abandoned to uniyerfal contempt 
snd deteftat'ron ', apd continued for about twenty* 
Ave years after, a miferable monument of blafted 
ambition. 

Edward being thus freed from the control of 
uftu-ped ajuthority, refolyed to become pop^fau^ 
by an expedient which (eldom fiiiled to gain the 
affb£tions of the £nglifli« He knew that a cofw 
quering monaich wagi the filt^ft to pleafe a war- 
like people. The weakneis of the Scotti& go- 
vernment, which was at that time under a mino- 
rity, gave him a favourable opportunity of re- 
nev^ing hoftilitie^ j and the turbulent fpirtt of the 
nobhes of that country ftill more con tributed- to 
promote his. aims. A new pretender alfo ftarted 
pp to that throne, namely, £dward fialiol, whofe 
father John had been crowiied kipg of Scotland^ 
and Edward refolved to affift him in hi$ preten- 
&ons. He therefore gave him p^miflion to levy 
what forces he was able in England ; and with not 
above three thoMfaiiid adventurers, thus fortuitt>ufljr 
uiiited. Baliol gained a confiderable vidoryover 

his' 
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bi9 couAtrymen, in which twelve thoufand of 
tiietr men Were flai^. This wi&ory^ which was 
ft^towed by feme other ^ fo intimtdated the Scotch, 
llisit their armkis difperfed, and the kingdom £brm- 
fti as }f fubdued by an handfalof men, Baliol, 
byoneof thofe unexpefted turns of fortune, com- 
jBKKi enough in barbarous times, was crowned king 
at Scone i and every nobleman, who wasmoft ex-^ 
pefed to danger, fubmrtted to his authority. But 
he d\i not long enjoy his fuperiorhy ;; by another 
turn equftffy fttdden, he was tttacked and defeated 
by Sir Archirbah] Douglas^ and obliged to cake re* 
iiige in England once more; In a miferable con- 
ctaon* 

An attempt thos unfuceeftfttlly made by BalLoli 
only fenred to enflame the ardour of Edward, who 
very joyfii))y accepted of that oiler of homage and 
liipertonQr, which it was BalioFs prefent intereft 
to make. He therefore prepared, with all his 
force, to fcinftate the depofed king of Scotland^ 
in a government which woufd ever after be fub- 
ordrnate to hi^ own. He accordinjgly prevailed 
upon his parliament to give him a mpply, which 
they reluctantly did ; and with a welUdifciplined 
army, he laid fieg^ to Berwick, which capitulat- 
ed after a vigorous defence. It was in attempting 
to relieve this city,, that a general engagement en- 
feed between the Scotch and the Englim. It was 
fought at Holiidowo hill, a little north of Ber- 
wick, with great obftinacy on both fides ; but the 
fortune of £award prevailed. Douglas, the Scot- 
ttih general, was (lain, and foon after the whole 
army put to the rout. This victory was, in a 
great nreafure,' obtained by the expertnefs of the 
finglift archers, who now began to be famous 
over Europe for their peculiar ftill. AH' the 
Scettifh nobles of chief diftinifKoit were either 
fiain, or taken prifoners i near thirty thoufand of 

their 
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theirmen fellin the^aion, while the lof^^of t^Q 
A £% Engl i(h only amouiitd! to aboi4tJifc^a 
' * men j^ an inequality almoft incredible* 
^ Tulv Q ^^^^ important vidlory decided the fate. 
•^ ^ "' of Scotland ; Baliol, with very little 
trouble, madehimfelf matter of the country; and 
Edward returned in triumph to England, haying 
previoufly fecured many of the principal towns of 
Scotland, which were declared to be annexed to 
the Englifh monarchy. Thefe vidt'ories, however, 
were rather fplendid than, fcrviceablej the Scotch 
feemed, about this time, to have conceived an un- 
furmountable averfion to the Englifh government } 
and no fooner were Edward's forces withdrawn, 
than the^ revolted againd Baliol, and well nigh exi- 
pelled him the kingdom. Edward's appearance a 
lecond time ferved to bring them to. fubjedion j 
but they quickly renewed their an inioifi ties- upon his 
retiring. It was in vain, therefore, that he em- 
ployed all the arts of perfuafion,. and all the ter- 
rors 9f war, to induce them to fubmiffion ; they 
perfevered in their reluftance to obey j and they 
weredaily kept in hopes, by promifes of fuccour 
from France. 

This kingdom, which had for a long time dif- 
continued its animofitie^s agaihft England, began 
to be an objedt of Edward's jealoufy and ambition* 
A new fcene began to be opiened in France, which 
operated for more than a century, in fubje£iing 
that country to all the miferies of war, till Eu- 
rope at laft began to doubt, whether it was an- 
nexed to England by right of arms, orof fucceffii- 
on. ^ France, at that period, whs neither the ex- 
.tenfive, nor the powerful kingdom we fee.it at 
this day. Many great provinces have been added 
to it iince that period, particularly Dauphiny, 
Provence, and FrancheComte j and the govern- 
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inent was ftill more feeble, by thefe neighbouring 
princes, who were pretended fubje^^s to the king^, 
but, in reality, formidable rivals of his power. 
At the time we are fpeaking of, that kingdom was 
particularly unfortunate ; and the king (bared in 
the general calamity. The three fons of Philip 
the 1* air, in full parliament, accufed their wives of 
adultery ; and, in confequence of this accufation, 
they were condemned and imprifoned for . life. 
Lewis Hutin, the fucceflbr to the crown of France, 
caufed his wife to be ftrangled, and her ii^vers to 
be flayed alive. After his d^ath, as he left only a 
daughter, his next -brother, Philip the Tall, af-^ 
fumed the crown, in prejujlice of the daughter ; 
and vindicated the title by the Salic law, which 
laid it down, that no female ihould fucceed to the 
crowm Tiiis law, however, was not univerfally 
. acknowledged, nor fufficiently confirmed by pre- 
cedents, to procure an eafy fubmtfnon. I'hey 
bad hitherto enquired but flightly in France, whe- 
ther a female C9uld fucceed to the kingdom ; and 
as laws are only made to regulate what may hap- 
pen by what has happened already, there were no 
fa£ts upon which ta ground the opinions on either 
fide of the queftion.' There were, in reality, 
precedents to countenance both claims, and 
thus to keep mankind in fufpence. * The parlia- 
ment of France had often adjudged the fucceflton 
to women, as Artois was formerly given to a fe- 
male, in prejudke of the male heir. The fuccef- 
fion of Champagne had been, on fome occafions, 
• given to the daughters; while on ^thers, they 
were judged unqualified to fucceed •, We thus 
fee that right changed with power ; sCnd juftice 
infuchacafe, was unknown, or difregarded. In 
the prcfent inftance, the younger brother of the 

late 
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late king^ Charles the Fair, jealoss of hit elder 
brother's furtune, dppofed his pretenfionsi and af^ 
ferted, that the late king's daughter was rfghtfbf 
bar to his crown» The caufe, thus warmly con* 
tefbsd between the two brothevSy was at laft csir^r 
ried before the parliament of France } airf thef 
^^dcdy upon the Salic law, in favour of Phitrp 
the £ldcr. I'his monarch enjo^d tbe crown bat 
a fliort time i and dving, left onlf daughters fe^ 
fiicceed him. Charles, therefi>re, without a maie 
. opponent, fmsd the crown, and enjoyed> it for 
ibroe time ; but he alio dying, left his wife pieg- 
naat. As there was now no apparent heir,, the 
Kgmcy was contefted by two perfMis, who bid 
their claims upon this oecafion, Edward the thinf 
urged bis prefienfions, as beine b^ bis mother Ifa*-' 
beUa, who was daughter to rbtlip the Fai-r, and 
fifter to the three 1^ kings of France, rightful 
heir to the crown. Philip Vaiois, on the other 
hand, pot bimfelf tn aAual pofiefion of the go* 
¥cmmen% as being next heir by the male fue« 
eeffion« He was, therefore, conftituted regent 
of France ; and die queen-dowager being unfor- 
tanateljp, fame time after, brought to bed of a 
daughter, he was unanjmoufly eleded king. He 
was crowned amidft the uiiTverfal congratuktioits 
of his fubjo£ls^ received the appellation of Philfp 
the Fortunate; and' to tnis he added thofe quali-* 
ties, which mi^t merit gctpd fortune, namely, 
juftice and virtue. Among o^^ber inftances of his ^ 
felicity, he might reckon that of the homage paid 
him by Edwani, his rival, which he came to of- 
fer at Amiens. However, as ftrength generally 
infpives ambition, this homage was foon follow*' 
ed by a war ; and Edward dirpiMe4 that crown, 
of which he had juii before decbi^ed himfelf a 
?aflal. 

A brewer 
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A bttw^r^ Ghent was on^ of tkoft iTho gav^ 
the grenteft affiftatice to Edward in this war^ and 
determiafd bimi to dfTanw the tide of king tf 
Frt^ec. Tfail citizen'^ fiai«ve was James Ardev«It^ 
a mao grown too powerfiil for a fubjeft ; and one 
^ thofe Wbo^ according t6 Machiavel, kings ought 
to fiar^er or deftroy. This citizen bad, for ibshe 
time, governed his countrymen with a more ab^ 
foltfie Tway than had ever been afibmed by any ^f 
their lawful fovereigns. He placed and dlfplactd 
magiftrates at his pfeafur^. He Was accompanied 
|>y a guard, who, at th« leaft fignal from htm^ 
inftantly afiaflinated any man who had the mif- 
fortune to foil under his difpleafure. With the 
affiftance of this man, therefore, Edward refoived 
to undertake the conqueft of France. He firft, 
however, in a formai manner, confuhed hispar** 
lian>ent on the propriety of the undertakifqi;, ob^ 
taiqed their approbation, reoeived a propef fuppfy 
1^ wool, which he intended to barter with the 
Flemings; and being attended with a body of 
.£titgliih forces^ and feveral of his nobility^ he 
(mhi over into Flande!rs^ big with his intended 
<onqjuefts« 

£d w^d's firft ftep was to afiert his claim to the 
French crown} toafibme the title of king of the 
c^ntry, and brand Philip, his rival, wifb the 
title of Ufurper. Philipy on the other * jy^ 
^i\4f made vigorous preparations to op* * ' 
>9lierhiai; he even chaUenj^d the invader ^^39* 
to trf their fortune in fingle combat, upon e^ual 
fiefms^ infomsappointedplaiik.' Edward accepted 
liie. challenge I for ill every action this prince 
.^hSkd the hero ; but fome ci^ftacles intervening^, 
Ae war. iWa^ profeouted in the ufual manner, both 
fides taking every advantage when it happened Co 

oflFer. 

Tba 



d by Google 



€6 HISTOttY-DFENGLAND. 

The firft great advantage gained by tbe'Ene;ii(h 
was in a naviil engagement on the coaft 6f Flan* 
ders, in which the French loft twohunch^ed' 4ind 
thirty (hips, arid had thirtv thoufand of tfeeir fca<* 
men and two of their aamirals (lain. None ' of 
Philip's courtiers, it is faid, dared to inform htrfl 
of the event, till his jefter gave bim a hint, by 
which he difcovexed thelofs he had fuftairted. 
This viiSlory, together with* (onic fucceftfbl opera* 
tions that foon after followed, brought on'* a trut'e,^ 
which neither fide feemed willing to break, till die 
ambition of Edward was once more excited by the 
invitation of the count de Movntfort, who had 
poffefled himfcif of the province of firitany, and 
applied to Edward to fecond his claims. An bfFer 
jof this kind entirely coincided with Edward's ttioft 
fanguine defires*. He immediately faw.. the ad* 
vantages arifing from fuch a propofaL ife was 
happy in the promifed afllftance of Mountfort, ail 
adive aud valiantprince, olofely united to him by 
intereft, and thus opening to him an entrance into 
the heart of France. On the 'Other hand, be could 
' have no hopes from the fide of Flanders*, as be was 
obftruifted by thofe numerous fortifications which 
^ad been raifed on that frontier. Thefe fiaftteiing 
profpedts, however, were for a ^hile damped by 
the imprifonment of Mountfort, whoie aims be- 
ing difcovered, he found himfelf befieged in the 
cityof Nantz, and taken. But Jane of Flanders, 
his wife, foun made up for the lofs of her hufbandu 
This lady, who wason^ of the moft ^xtraor4i«ary 
vromen of her age,.cpurageoufly undertook to fap- 
port the falling fortunes of her family. She rf- 
fembled the inhabitants of Rennes, where (he then 
fefided $ an,d carrying her infantfon, inher arms^ 
deplored her misfortunes, and attempted to infpire 
the citizens with an a(Fe<Stion for her caufe. ■ The 
inhabitants of Nantz inftantly efppufed her inte- 

refts, 
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jrefts, and all the other fortrefles of Bxitany em- 
braced the fame refolution ; the king of £ngland 
was apprized of her efforts in his favour, and en- 
treated to fend her fuccours with all poffihle expe* 
dition to the town of Hennebonne, in which place 
ihe refolved to fufiain the attacks of the enemy. 
She was not deceived in her opinion of the ene- 
mies vigilance and adivity. Charles de Blois, 
Philip's general, anxious to make himfelf mailer 
of fo important a fortrcfs as Hennebone, and ftill 
more to take the countefs a prifoner, fdt down be- 
fore the place with a large army, and conduced 
the fiege with indefatigable induftry. The de- 
fence vsras no lefs vigorous ; feveral /allies were 
made by the garrifon, in which the countefs her- 
felf was ftill the moft adlive, and led on to the 
afTault. Obferving one day that their whole army 
had quitted tlie camp to join in a general ftorm, 
(he failied out by a poftern at the head of three 
hundred horfe, fet fire to the enemies tents and 
.baggage, put their futlers and fervants to the 
fwprd, and occafioned fuch an alarm, that the 
French defifted from the alTault, in order to cut 
off her communication with thetovirn. Thus in- 
tercepted, (he retired.to Auray> where (he conti- 
nued five or fix days ^ then returning at the head 
of five hundred horfe, flie fought her way through 
one quarter of the French camp, and returned to 
her faithful citizens in triumph. But mere unfup- 
. ported valour could not repel all the encroachments 
of an a6live and fuperior enemy. The befiegers 
had at length made feveral breaches in th^* walls s 
and it was apprehended that a general afTault, 
which was hourly expeded, would be fatal* A 
capitulation was therefore propofed, and a confe* 
rence was already begun, when the counted, who 
had mounted on ^ high tower, and was looking to- 
wards the fea with great impatience, defcried fome 

ihips 
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Alps St a dtftaRc«. S&e immediuttly MclatiMd 
that fiitcovrs were arrived, and forbid »iy futtliier 
capitidation* Sbt was not difappointed in h^ 
wUhes 'f the fleet (he difeerned carried a body ^f 
EngHffa gentlemen^ with fix thoafand arehei^ 
whom Edward had prepared for the relief of Hen- 
nebone, but who had been long detained by con- 
trary winds. They entered che harbour, eifder 
the condi^ of Sir Walter Mantiy^ one of the moft 
valiant commanders of his time. ~ This relief ferv«- 
ed to keep ap the declining fpirits of the Bretons, 
until the time appointed by the Jate truce with 
Edward W^ expired, on which he was at liberty 
to renew the war in greater form. 

He accordingly foon after landed at MorbiaA, 
A pj near Vannes, with an irmy of tweWe 
* * thoufand men ; and being mailer of the 
^ fieldy where no enemy darod to appedr 
againft him, he endeavoured to give luftre ta Ms 
arms, by befieging ibme of the moft capital of the 
enemies fortifications* The vigour of his opera* 
tions led on to another truce, and this was foon 
after followed by a fiefli infra^ion. The truth is, 
neither fide obferveda truce longet than it coincide 
ed with their intereib i and both had always fiiA»- 
cient art to throw the blame of perfidv from theiH- 
felves* The earl of Derby was fent by Edward to 
defend the province of Guienne, with inftru£Koiis 
alfa to take every poAble advantage that circum- 
fiances might cmr. At firft, therefore, his fuc- 
oeflfes were rapid and brilliant ; but as foon as the 
French king had time to prepare, he met with a 
very unexp^ed refiftance ; fo that the Engtifli 

Sneral was compelled to ftatid upon the def6nfive. 
or fortrefs afcer another was furrendered to the 
French ^ and nothing appeared but a total extinc- 
tion of the power of England upon the conti- 

nem. 
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xmnt. In this fituation. Edward rcfobrcd tabriag 
relief in perfon to his dilbeflcd fulq[e^ anfJ allies i . 
and afcoQrdiflgly embarJoed at Southamptant on 
board a flciet of i|ear a diou^nd fail of a r^ 
aU dioienfioos* Hecarried^withhim^be- .17^* 
fides all the chief noUJity of England, his 34^* 
eUeft (on the prince m Wales ( after iviards fur- 
named the Black Pdtice) a yoyth of about fiffieea 
7^afs old, and alieady reoiarkable both for under-* . 
ftandiHg and valour above his age. His army coa# 
fiifted of four thoufand men at arms ; ten thouijaQd 
archers, ten thoufand Welch infantry, and fix 
thoufand Irifli, all which he landed fafeiy at La. 
Hogue, a port in Normandy, which country he 
determined to make the feat of war. 

The intelligence of Edward's landing, and ti^ 
devaftation cauied^by his troops, who diiperfed 
thcnifelves over the whole face of the country, 
feOn fpread univerfal conflernation through the 
French court. The rich city of Caen was taken 
and plaAdeMd hy the Lnglifb, without mercy j 
the villages and towns, even up to Paris, Aared 
^e fame fate j and the French had no other re* 
fource but by bi^eaking down their bridges, to at^ 
tempt putting a ftop to the invaders career. In 
the mean time, Philip was not idle in making 
preparations to reprefs the enemy. He had ftati-» 
oned one of his generals, Godemar deFaye, with 
a^ armv f)n the oppoilte fide of the river Semme, 
over wtiich Edward was to-pafs ; while he him* 
felf, at the head of an hundred thoufand fighting 
men^ advanced to give the Engl fli battle. Ed- 
ward thus, in the midft of his vidorics, unexpe£t* 
edly expofed to the danger of being e nclofed and 
flarved in an enemy's country, publifhed arcwaixl 
to any that fhould bring him intelligence of apaf- 
fiige over the river Somme. This was difcoycred 
by a peafant of the country > and Edward had juft 

time 

Digitized by Google 



TO* HISTORY OP-ENGLAND. 

time to get his whole army over the river, whea 
Philip appeared in his rear. 

As both armies had for fome time been in fight 
of each other, nothing was fo eagerly expeded on 
each fide as a battle ; and although the forces were 
extremely difproportioned, the Engliilh amount- 
ing only to thirty thoufand, the French to an 
hundred and twenty thoufandi; yet Edward re- 
felved CO indulge the impetuofity of his, troops, 
and put all to the hazard of a battle. He accord- 
ingly cbofe his ground with advantage, near the 
village of Creffy ; and there determined to await 
with tranquillity the fhock of the enemy. He 
drew up his men en a gentle afoent, and divided, 
them into three lines. The firft wais commanded 
by the young prince of Wales ; the fecond was 
conduced by the earls of Northampton and Arun- 
del ; and the third, which was kept as a body, of 
rcferve, was headed by the king in perfon. As 
his frtiall army was in danger of being furrounded, 
he threw up trenches on his flank; and placed all 
his baggage in a wood behind him, which he alio 
fecured by an entrenchment. Having thus made 
the proper difpofitions, he and the prince of Wales 
received the facrament with great devotion ; and 
all his behaviour denoted the calm intrepidity of a 
man refolVed on conqueft, or death. He rode from 
rank to rank with aferene countenance; bade bis 
foldlers remember the honour of their country ; 
and by his eloquence animated the whole army to 
a degree of enthufiaftic expedation. It is faid al fo 
by fome that he firft made ufe of artillery upon this 
occafion; and placed in his front fome pieces, 
which contributed not a little to throw the enemy 
intodiforder. 

On the other fide, Philip, impelled by rcfent- 
ment, and confident in his narobers, was more 

folicitous 
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foUcilous in bringing ]the enemy to an engagement) 
than pfndent in ukingmeafures for the fuccefs of 
it. He was advifed by fome of his generals to de- 
fer the combat till the enfuing day, when his army 
would have recovered from, the fatigue, and might 
be difpofed into better order, than their prtfent 
hurrv permitted them toobferve. fiut it was now 
too late; the impatience of. his tioopa was too 
grea^ to be reftrained ; they prefled one upon the 
other, and no orders could, curb their blind im- 
petuofity. They were led on, however, in three 
bodies to oppofe thofe of the Engliih. The fir ft 
line, confiiVwg of Hfteen thoufand Genoefe crofs- 
bow-men, were commanded by Anthony Loria. 
The fecond body was led by the count Alen^ on» 
brother to the king, ^nd the king himl'elf was at 
the head of the third. 

About three in the afternoon, the famous bat« 
tie of Crefly began by the French king's ordering 
the Genoefe archers to charge j but they were 
fo fatigued with their march that they cried out 
for a Ikttle reft before they ihould engage. The 
couQt Alenjon being informed of their petition, 
lode up and reviled them ^s cowards, command- 
ing them to begin the onfet without delay. Their 
relu£iance to begin was ft ill more increafed by 
an heavy fhower which fell that inOsint and relax-: 
ed their bow- firings.; fo that thq difc barge they 
made, produced but very liljtle.effcift. On the 
gther hand, the Englifli archers who had kept . 
their bows in cafes, and wer« favoured by a fud- 
.den gleam of funfbine, that rather dazzled the 
. enemy, let fly their arrows fo thick, and with 
fuch good aim, that nothing was to be fcen among 
the Genoefe but hurry, terror, and difmay* l^he 
young prince of Wales had prefence of mind, to 
take advantage of their confufion, and. to leadon. 

his 
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kt% tine to the dvurge* T^ French ' cuvtliy 
bowexcr^. commnimdod l^ cquiit AknfiM}» nrfieel^ 
i«g round fiil|»med chd oomtMit, ifid began tohem 
tbe Eng^iA round. Tb« earls of Arttndd and 
Nortbampton, now came m to affift the prince, 
who appeared foremoft in the v^ fhock; siid 
wherever he appeared, turning the tbf tune of the 
dajr. Thetbickeft of the battl« was now gather- 
ed round him, and the valour of a boy filled even 
veterans with aftoniflkment j but tbeir furprise at 
his co^iiapc could not give way to their fears for 
his fafety. Being apprehenfive that fome mif- 
chance might happen to him in the end, an offi- 
cer was difpatched to the Iting, defiring that fup- 
cours might be fent to the prince's relief. Ed- 
ward, who had 9^1 this time, with great tranquil- 
lity, viewed the engagement, from a wind-miH, 
demanded with feeming deliberation if his fon 
^ere dead ; but being anfwered that he ftilj lived, 
and was giving ai^onifiiing inftances of valour^ 
*< then tell my generals (cried the king) that he 
*^ fliall have no ailiftance from me ; the honout 
^«'of this day (hall be his, let him fliew himfejf 
^* worthy the. profeffion of arms, and let him' be 
*^ indebted to his own merit alone for vidory." 
This fpeech being reported to the prince and his 
attendants, it-infpired them with new courage; 
they made a £refli attack upon the French cavalry, 
and count Alen^on, their braveil commander was 
flain. This Was the beginning of their total over^ 
throw : the French being now without a compe«< 
tent leader, were thrown imo confulion; the 
Welib infantry rufhed into the midft of the con- 
fli£i, and difpatched thofe with their long knives 
who had furvived the fury of the former onfet. 
It was in vain that the king of Prance himfelf, 
bemed almoft fuigly to maintain the combat ; he 

endeavoured 
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dndeaiiouwn^ t<i 'aftmmlifif 'hb hw followers, both 
by-his? vbloe and^eMoiple*, hut the vrAbry was too 
deciftvQ HOT' tie rtffiflfed^; w^e he was yet cndea- 
voiirihg tofaee^tkie enemj^ J<>Hn^e Hainault feized 
^e* )pmM isf'hi^' borfe, tifi4, tttrnirlg hirrt round, 
iwnBd:4ltm^^ tlie fi«M'6r b«lt)e. In this engage- 
ineitt^illirtf 't1v<9^!nd ef cbe French werb killed 
dfmk thelittid, andimohg this number, were John 
Uifg of Bohemia, James king of Majorca, Ralph 
Aikr cf Lorrain) nine counts, four and twenty 
bftvnefeiSf, twelve hunidred knights, irfteeif hundred 
getiANtien, and four thouiaitd men at zrmt. There 
4r<fonMhkig;TiMifti1^ inihefate of the Bohemian 
mtnwrah^y '^k»i ^cfntgh bHitd; was yet wiHing to 
ihare in the engagement. This unfortunate prince, 
Mquirifig Ihvfate ^tbe day, was tdld'thatall was 
toft, md'his4<m GNartes obliged to retiredefperately 
wounded; and that the prince of Wales bore 
•dbWD^ every thing before, him. Having received 
t4iis ftiformaltibn, blind (^ he was, hie commanded 
Ms kii^gtv^i (KHiead'Mm hito'the hotteft' part of 
'HWft batdtt'i^lAft'thfe' y6«ng warriiDr^, accordingly 
fotfrofthemt riMied' With' him into the thickeU: 
part of the Menty, ^htrc they vircre all quickly 
•flaiti* 

The wHote French army took to flight, and 
were pat to* the fword by the purfuers without 
merey, t-ill flight -ftdp^ed the carnage. The king, 
,dn hi^ retui^n teethe cam^^ ficw' into the arms of 
the prince of Walte and eJfciairtied, *« My va« 
. ** Kattt (en^ continue as yoti 'have begun ; you 
** have acquitted yourfdf nobly, and are worthy 
** of the kingdom that will be your inheritance/' 
The next mornitig wat foggy, and a party of the 
miKtiii of Rbuen coming to join the Fi-ench army, 
wcrfc roueed by the ttigjWfli at the firft onfetj 
Vqi^IL * D» many 
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many morealfo were decoyed by fome Frehch 
(landaVds, which the vi^^ors placed upon the mouii'* 
tainS) and to which the fugitives reforied, where 
they were cut in pieces without mercy. Ndv.er 
wa$ a vidory more feafpna^le,. or lefs bloody, to 
the Engliib thanthis. iSotwitbftaoding. thjB great 
fl^i^ughter of the enemy, the conquerors loft bjut one 
efquire, three knights, and a few of inferior rank* 
The creft of the king of Bohemia was.tfariet 
oftrich feathers, with this motto, Ich D.ieo, wbick 
figniiies, in the German lai^uage, I ierve. This 
was thought to be a proper prizeto perpetMate the 
vidory ; and it wj^s accordingly add^d to the, arms 
of. the prince of Wal^% and. it ba$ be^n adapted 
by all his fucccfforsl. I » . \ 

But thi^ \\6\ory was attended with ftill more 
fubflantial advantages ; for Edward, as mode- 
rate in conqueft, as prudent in his meafures to 
obtain it, refolved to fecure an eafy entrance in^* 
to PVance for the future. With this. view he 
laid fiege to Calais, that v^as. U^en dl^fended by 
John de Vienne, an expecienjC^d '^ommander^ and 
iupplied with every thing necei&ry f<H^ defeiKze. 
1 he king, however, knowing the difficulty of 
taking fo ftrong a town by force, refolved to re- 
duce it by famine. He chofe a fecure ftation for 
his capfip ; drew entrenchments, round the city, 
and made proper provifions for*his fpldiers to, en- 
dure a winter campaign.. Thjcft^ operations, tbo* 
flow, were at length fucccfsful. 'Ir:was.iiv vain 
that ti^e governor made a noble defence, that he 
excluded all the ufelefs mouths from the city, 
which Edward generoufly permitted to pafs u«- 
molefled through his camp. It was at lengfh 
taken, after, a twelvemonth's fiege, the .d.ei5?n- 
dants having been reduced to. the lart ex^reoiity by 
t«.mine and fatigue, l^be obAinate refifhtnce, made 
l.y the lownCmcn, was not a little difj^leafing 
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to Edward ; and he b^d oft^n declared, that when 
put in pofleffioaof the place, he would take fignal 
revenge for the numbers of men he had loft during 
the fiege. It was with great difficulty, therefore, 
that he was pcrfuaded toaccept of their fubmiffionj 
and to fpare their lives, upon condition, that fix of 
the moft confiderable citizens (hould be fent him, 
to be difpofed of as he (hould think proper ; but on 
thefe he was refolved to wreak, his refentment, and 
he gave orders that they {hould be led into his camp, 
bare-headed, and bare-footed, with ropes about 
their necks, in the manner of criminals juft prepar* 
ing for inftant execution. When the news of this 
fierce refolution .was brought In to the city, itfpread 
hew confternation among the inhabitants, Vyho 
ibould be the tpen, that were thus to be offered up 
as victims topi ocure the fafety of all the reft, and 
by their deaths appeafe the vi£lor'srefentmem ^ \9^s 
a frefti fubjed of dreadful enqufry. In this terribte 
fufpenfe, one of the principal inhabitants, whofe 
name was Euftace de St. Pierre, .walked forward, 
and offered hiinfclf as willing tq undergo any tor- 
tures that could procure his fellow citizens fafety* 
Five more foon followed his noble example ; and 
thefe marching out like crin^inals, laid the kevs of 
their city at Edward's feet } but no fubraiiiions 
feemed fufHcient to appeafe his refentment ; and 
they would in all probability h^ve fufFt^rcd death, 
had not the generofity of their condu(^ aff<rae4 ^he 
queen, who interceded in their behalf, and with 
fotne difEculty obtained their pardon. 

Edward having thus opened himfelf a pafTage 
into France, by which he might at any , ,^ 
time pour in his forces, and withdraw * 
them with fcrutiny, refolved on every *347» 
method that could add ftrengtb or ftability to bis 
D 2 Djew 
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new acquidnon* He ordered dl the l^rench in- 
habitants to leave the town, and' peopled it wtdl 
his own fubjeds from England; Healfo made it 
the ftaple, oir prtneipal market for wpol, leather, 
tin, and lead ;. lyhich were the prindpti EngKfli 
tommodities for which there was any eonifideraMe 
demand upon the continent* Ali the Englifliwere 
obliged to bring their goods thither; and foreign 
merchants came to the hme place to purchafe 
them. By thefe means, the city became popu- 
lous, rich, and flouriflting ; and although tt had 
like to have been taken fome time after by treache- 
ry, it continued above two centuries after in the 
pofle/Tion of the linglifh, and braved ali the mtii- 
tarvpower of Francie. 

Tne treachery, which haid. like to have reftored 
it to the French, arofe from the perfidy of Aymer 
c'e Pavie, an Italian, who had beien appointed go- 
vernor of the place. He agreed to deliver it up 
to the enemy, when his perfidy was difcovered by 
Edward, who obliged him to carry on the treaty, 
and to perfuade the enemy that he was flill in their 
interefts. Accordingly a day was a|>pornted for the 
admrflionof the French troops into thecity 5 while 
the king, with a ftrong body of forces, took care 
to prepare for their reception. All ihofe whoen- 
tjcred the city were immediately cut to pieces 5 and 
thegarrifon, with Edward, and Sir Walter Manny 
at their head; rufliing out in purfuit of the rcft^ a 
fierce and bloody engagement enfued, in which the 
kiiig overthrew and took Euftace de Kibaumont, a 
man of remarkable ihcngth and valour, with his 
own hand. ^ 

la this manner J the wac between the Englifli and 

French was carried on with mutual animofitv, a 

war wliich at once thinned the inhabitants of the 

invaded country, while it drained that of the in- 

I vaders. 
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vaders. 'Stk a deftrdAion ftHI tnore terrible than 
diat of wan- contributed, at this time, to defolate 
Ae WfHchoi provinces of Europe. A peftiletice, 
oSdre dreadful than any mentioned m the annals of 
hi Aoiry, which had aineady almoft difpeopded Afia 
and AiVica, -cilme to fettle upon the weftern world 
with encf eafed matign rty . his faid to have taken 
k$ origin in the gl^eat kingdom of Cathay, where 
k rofe from the eatth with the moft horrid and 
fii^rph^reofis ftehch^ deftroyi^g *a!l the inhabitants^ 
and even marking f^nts and minerals With its ma- 
lignity. The foarth part of the people ^rt cut 

^AdSRv't^t^monc'yeafVTp there were buried 
jih thle Chaner-hoiifechtMrch-yard, above fifty thou* 
fimd peifonfe. It was in the midft of this a j^ 
«er'i^hKs infli^Siftn' from ilaiure,| that the 
amMfidnof Edward aAd Philip was ex- ^^^' 
dtltfdfor nev^v^qU^^ and was adding to the 
eaiMfiitm of niankHKl. Yet ftill thefe ravages 
were ftlentiy repaiting b^ commerce and indoftry i 
thefe aits, \!^teh were cheh^ deffpifed by princes^ 
tv«re kiying' the feeds of future opubnce, and 
encreiii^ population. -The arts of peace had for 
fome time been revived in Italy, and were gradua'ily 
. thiVdiing Weftward ; the refinements and:the plea« 
fures i>f frnfe^ every day began to imprpve, altho' 
tntdleAual refinements were as yet totally unknown* ' 
Senfua! enjoyments moil ev^r be carried to fome 
helgllt before mankir/d c^m find leifare or talk: for 
enienatnments of antorc'exquifitb nalure^ 

Nor was England free from intenml warduring 
this dreary period. While Edward' was i-eaping 
ViAories upon the continent, the Scotch, ever 
IKrilling to embrace a fiivourable opportunity of 
irapine and' revenge, invaded the firontiera with a 
iiMRierous army, headed by David Bruce their 
D 3 Jving. 
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king. This unexpe&ed invafion, at fuch a junc- 
ture, akriUQdrtheEnglilh, but was not capable of; 
intimidating them. Lionel, Edward's fan, wha was 
left guardian of England during his father's abfenee, 
was yet too young to take upon bim the command 
of an army; but the vidories oa the continent, 
feemedtoinfpifeeven women with valour: Philippa, 
Edward's queen, took upon her the condudb of the 
field,> and prepared to repulfethe enemy in perfon. 
A r\ Accordingly, having made lord Percy ge- 
-'*i,*neral -under her, (he met the Scots at a 
.34 * pfac e called Nevill's Crofs near Durham. 

Jim mil ^^1 I ■ I rri o , |. i-;„ ,^ I 

no lefs impatient to engage ; he imagined that i»« 
might obtain an eafy victory againft undifciplined 
troops, and headed by awoman« £utbe was mi- 
Cerably deceived. His army was quickly routed 
and driven from the field. Fifteen thoufand of his 
men were cutto pieces ; and hehimfelf, with many 
of his nobles and kniglits, were taken prifoners, 
and carried hi triumph to London. 

Thi&vidory dilFufed an univerfal degree of joy 
through the nation ; a captive king: was . an objeo; 
that flattered their pride, and they' foon bad new 
reafons for exultation. Philip, who was furnamed 
the Fortunate, upon coming to the crown of 
. France, ended his life under the accumulation of 
every misfortune that could render a king unbap* 
py. John his fon fucceeded him on the throne, 
which was but ill fupported by Philip, and yet 
ftill worfe by him. This weak, yet virtuous 
|jtinGe, upon coming to the crown, found himfelf 
at the head ofanexhaufted nation, and a divided 
and fadknis nobility. France at that time,, pretty 
n^uch refembled England under the reign of a 
prince of the fame name fome ages before. They 
....... had 
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had pariiaments of barons defpotic over their own 
hereditary poflefiions; and they obliged John their 
king, tofign a charter. very much refemWing the 
Magna Charta,*^ which had formerly been figned 
by his name-fake of England. The warlike re- 
fburces, therefore, of France and England, were 
at this time very unequal. John v^s at the head 
of a nobility, that acknowledged no fubordination 
among each other j they led their dependent flives 
to battle, and obeyed their fuperiors only as it 
fuited- their inclination. Their king might more 
juftjybe faid to command a number of fmall armies 
under diftind leaders, than one vaft machine, 
operating with uniformity and united efforts. The 
French barons paid their own foldiers, punifhed 
their tranfgfcifions, and rewarded their fidelity. 
But die forces of England were under a very dif- 
ferent eftaWifliment;* the main body of the Englilh 
army was.compofed of foldiers indifcriminately le- 
viedf thro\ighout the nation, paid by the king^ and 
regarding him alone as the fource of preferment 
or d»(grace. Inftead of perfonal attendance, the 
nobility contributed fupplies in money; and there 
was only fucb a number of nobles in the army as 
might keep Ihe fpirit of honour alive without in* 
jarirfg military fubordination. 
. It wasjn this ftate of things^ that a fliort truce 
which had been concluded between Edward and 
Phillip was difiblved- by the death of the latter ; 
and Edward, well pleafed with the factions that 
then prevailed in France, was refotved to feize the 
opportunity of encreafing its diftrefies. Accord* 
ingly the Black Prince was fent into France with 
his army, on board of a fleet of an hundred fail ; 
and, landing in Gafcony, carried his devaftations 
into the heart of the country. On the other hand, 
Edward himfelf made an irruption on the fide of 
D 4 Calais, 
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Calais-^ the.'b^t] <»f » fmtwtomumf^mA ba«< 
vaged all the open country. Ia the mwi. tiM 
John, who was as yjet uopreptifed t^ofiMfie-tha 
progrcfs of th^ tmmy^ cootmued a qMiet fpc^Sbtor . 
of their iDfults ; nor was ut ^11 ibe (ticcc»iiiTg 
rummer's caoipaign, tbat he refah^ to attack 
A. D. *^® ^*^ Priacr, wJwafe army iris by 
,1^-* this ijine redumri t9 abod.}" of -about 
"^^^^ twelve thoufend men. With fticb a 
trifling complement pf/orces^ b»4 this yjoung war- 
rior ventured to pcwetorite imo the heart of f raace, 
with a dcfign of jwjjing his foroM to Hhofe of thcf 
duke of Lancafter. But he foGn fiowd that his 
fcheme was impr^^k^ibhi^ the ntnxt^try before 
him was too well guianded totpsevent hi»adviaiieiag 
Airther, aiid ail th^e bridges behind werct broken 
down, which effeAoaliy butted, a r^treiufe,. La tbta 
embarraffing fitvAtron, btSfterpdexKy waalncreafiEidy 
by being iflforoied^ that the king of Frzoot was 
achially marching a( the head of fixjty thi^fkni 
men to intercept him. He at firft thought of re^ 
treating; but foon. ftadiDg it isipofiblci. he deter- 
mined calmly to await ihe approach pf -^ ^idmf^ 
and notwithMandiog. tha diiparify 0{ foro^y to 
commit alj. to- the hasard. of a battle>; , 

It wa^t a place calted Maopertuisy eallAd Potc-T 
tiers, that bptb armies came in i%ht of eaekotfaer. 
The French king might very (jwifely have* ftarvei^ 
the £n^ifli into jsmy teems, hcrtiiioiight. pipper to 
impofe : but ftiieh waa th^ isaj^ieot vtibfttu-rof the 
> rench n^ilii)Pl ftodiiich their cect^iiy of^&c;^ 
cefs« that it might: hai^e been equaUy hidk to at<» 
tempt repreffiog their arctour' toi engage. Iitthe 
mean time* while both, armies we«^: drawn out, 
and expecting the figiial tobegiJi, thcy^ere ftop* 
ped by the appeaianca of the aardinal of PessH 
gord, w^ (sueanptt^d to be a Mediator bet«n»ii 
:, them. 
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Chetoi. Hfowevefi Johrij who mddfe hiErtfelf fw^ 
df vidory^ Wbald Hfteil to no other ternl9 than 
tiiV^ i^ftltiftidnf of GaiaiSi with «^hrch the Blstck 
ftirtcd r^flfiihg td c^mip>y*, tbt drtfk wW deferred 
eat thi^tkfKt fh<ifrnmg^ kft which both Tides^ watted 
lit- afi^tbtts-fufpetyfe. 

It W^lfrdc^ridgithis tfttferVal^ tUaH th^ jrourtg prince 
&tWei Mthieir vro^hji^ of t^nkftiefll ; he' Ar^Agth^/ 
dtied i^iSH poll by neiiir' ehti^iichiffeiiti ^r hd placed 
tiftrtM! hMdr^dmeii in'^ifib^ilii with as-ittany ^rchi 
efShy who Were eofrttrisfided to ^ttac^lc the^'efteltly m 
fehk, during the hefat of the engagement* Havmjjr 
tpAfen theft ppe^atftrorts, and tHtf ifi^nffng l>eg?ii- 
iltag t^fiipf^sir. Be ranged his anhy fn three d?vifii 
eB^i the ratf cbnirfiandtd b>« theearf of WaVv^icki 
the rear hyth^^ai'U of Siiliibury. and Stlffb^k ^ and 
iHe wia^ri body by fttsiifeff. In Hke th«frtrf6r, the 
lailg of Prafnce artafl^d his forces inithr^' drvl-fi-t 
dns'i the Srft <:6mn<andetf by the duke of Orleans j 
{hd fec^Ad^by the? Datiphirij atteridcd by his yoiinge^ 
b^o^i^ 5 WM!6 heMimfelf led- 6^ thi mAn hodyi 
fijibrided' by hfe j<6^iigeft iml'fWvotfrrte fttrt, thert 
»bott<fOur'^cten years 6f age. Asth^^EngKfh wcr^ 
\x^ bd^ a(^tack<:donJy by ttiafreWn'g u^a lofig narrow 
hetitf theFrench fulFcred greatly fi'dnV their arclier^, 
v^h^ Wtt^e jiofted on each- Ctdc^ behind the hedges. 
Nor- were they rn a better 'fit a at rort u^on ehicrging 
f#oni t^lisf dai^giPi^j btiing rtifet by th« Black Prince, 
hJnSfelf, it' the hea* of a chofen^ bod^ tf troops/ 
v^ko ni&^c^ a fiHne6iii dnfet lipon thetr fo!i*c«<f, ai-« 
f&'jcdf id grfe'at dfforder. A dreatfful ovferthrow 
enfded y thofe Wh6 Were as yet in the lane recoiled 
upon their own forces ; while the Englifh troops, 
iH^o'had ike^'platred itf ambttfh, took thiatoppor- 
t^mityto'dfcf^eafe die confahon, and confirm the 
v^abryi Th^ di^)hin, afnd' the duke of Oileans, 
^it aittong Hftc- fli# t^^i fletl^. ' The king of ,• 
D 5 ■ France { 



d by Google 



82 HISTORY OP ENGLAND. 

France himfelf made the utmoft efforts to retrieve 
by his valour, what his rafhnefs had. forfeited ^ but 
his fingle courage was unable to ftop that confter-*- 
nation, which had now become general through his 
army 1 and his cavalry fpon flying, he found himfelf 
totally expofed to the enemy's fury. He fav^ hi$ 
nobles falling round him, valiantly figh^ting^nhis 
defence,., and his youngeft fop wpunded by his |ide; 
At length, fpem with fatigue, and defpairing of 
fucce/s, he thought of yielding himfelf a piifoner^ 
and frequently cried out, that he was re^dy to de- 
liver himfelf to his coufin, the prince of Wales. 
The honour of taking him,, however, was rcferved 
for a much more ignoble hand; .t>e was feizediby 
Dennis d^ Morb^c, a knight of Arras, who hi%^ 
been obliged to .fly his country for. nlurder* 
. 1 hlsfuccefs was, in a great meaftire, owing to 
the valour and condufl of the Black Prince ; but 
his moderation in vidory iiras a nobler triumph 
than. bad ever graced any former conqueror. * He 
9ame forth to meet the captive monarch with, an 
air of pitying modefty ; he remonftr^ted with hMQ 
in the moil 'humble rnanner, when he, .began to 
complain of his misfortunes, that he ftill had the 
comfort left of reflecting, that, though unfuccefs- 
tul, he had done all that deferved to enfure con- 
queil i hp promifed, that a fubmiflive deference to 
his dignity fhould never be wanting to foften .his 
captivity i and at table hq a(5l^ally refufed to fit 
down, butt flood arnqng thc^ ni^ber of hispriib- 
ner's attendants, ^declaring, that ;it did not become 
him, as a fubjeit, to fit down in the prcfcnce of a 
king. . . ........... 

In April following, the prince condu£ted bis 

A n '^^y^^ prifoner through London, at- 

. tended by an infinite concourfc of peo- 

'357* pie of all ranks and ftations. His mo^ 

. w • • defty 
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defty dpoo this occaiion w«t- not left than before ; 
the king of Fiance was clai in royal apparel, and 
mounted on a white ficed, dtftinguiflied by its 
fize and beauty ; while the prince himfelf rode by 
his fide upon a mean little horfe, and in very plain- 
attire* 

Two kings, prifoners in the famerourt, and at 
tiic fsfme time, were confidered as glorious at* 
cbievements ; but ail that England gaiiied bv them • 
wa^ only glory* Whatever was won in France. • 
with all the danger^ of war, and the expenoe of • 
preparation, was . fucceffivdy, and in a manner 
iilently, loft, without the mortification of a de- 
feat. It rasky:eafily be fuppofed, that the treaties 
which were ma^e with the captive kings, were 
highly advantageous, to the conquerors; but thefe 
treaties were no longer obferved,. than while the 
Englifh^had.it in (heir power to ehforce obedience. 
It is tr.u»e, that John held to bis engagements as 
far as he was able i but by being a prifoner he loll 
his authority ; and his misfortunes, had rendered 
him 'conteilfpttble'at home. The dauphin, and 
frhC' ft^les of France, rcjipaed «the treaties he had 
been' iftdug^V to fign j and^xefiared, ift good ear> 
neft, . to,>f<p$l th^ f^editafeft « jbpv^fion • of the con- 
querpi:- . ) ^il< ihe confider^Ue^ towns j.. v^ 
we/e put i^i^o g,ty>fture of defefnce.^ and * ^ * 
every thing, valuable in .the ^ kingdom " *35^* 
W^s .fecore^diii^ i^rj^ifiedjiplaces.. fl was in.vairr, 
tb.efeforf9, ,tbft J^dwasid tried: to allure the dauphin 
IP ^^zar4|aJ batthp; -by Ending ihttniadefian^^ ; it 
w^s.j«^poffi)>kWi9ate tliat Captious prince chahge 
ihcplaip !Df ^,hi§nc^^iMtions 5 it Was in vain that Ed- 
ward alleged the obligwipn of the treaties which 
had 'beei> figged; af Londhn^ .and plundered the 
country -round.' t^Qi provoke an .engagement. .'; He 
%t kflgtfeifftllierc^w«VT^thc»>gh^ fijt Xo Jift^h to cquM 
: i) j*..i !iA J >n b!./'}-/ .2'. '\ '.■ r. ^i?/ I. .; ».iabl^ 
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tablo teihwof peaoev which wat ap bft^cMttuid^ 
upon Qonditittn th«t 'king John fliouid' be rcftoredl 
to liberty) upon paying apanfomof about a million- 
ancbahaif ofi our money. It w»s ftipulaced^ thaC 
l^dward fhonld for ever- renounce altctaiot to the' 
kingdom of France ; and (hould only remain- po(^ 
feflEbd: of the terrkortes of Pofdou, Xaimonge, 
Agenoia, P^igord^ the Limotiiiii^ Quercy, Rkni-^ 
vergne^'^'AjsgoomoUt. and- other diiftridift In^that 
qjLtarter,. togecker with Calais, Guifnci, Moii^' 
treuH, and the country of Pontbieu, on the other 
ftfle of France.. . Some other .ftipulaiion^ were 
made !n favour of the allies of Englani^ and forty 
'hoChiges were fenr to BngUndy as- a feeurity for 
the execution o( all theft condkiona. 

Upon John's return to faiS' domhiions^ he found 
himfeif very ill able to rati^ tbofe terma of peace* 
that had been juft conchided. Ho was vi^ithouC- 
imances at the head of an exhaufted ftate $ hisf 
foJdiers wittlout dtfcipHne, and hie peafants wfth<- 
out fubordinationh Thefe had rifen in greotr 
numbers; and one of the chiefs of llkir bandiiti* 
afTumed the title of the-Ftj^nd of God and tfiei 
Terrof of Man^ A citiaen of' Sens, nanied J^ohn^ 
Gouge, falfo got himfeif^ by meant of hts robbe«- 
ries, to be ackjiowbdged king \ and he foon^caufed 
as many csdamities by bis» devaflatlona, as the real 
king had brought on* by his misfortunes* Sudi 
yras theflate^of that wretched kingdom, upon the 
leturn of ica capsive monarch; am-yel, ibch was 
bis afafui4u]^, that he immeditftely^ prepared for af 
crtriade tntc^tbe Holy Laiidj boT^e he^ was well re* 
placed on the throne. Batd his-exhau^ed fubje^t^ 
been able to equip h^m top this ehimerical prcjed^ 
it is probable he would' hftvt goner tbroifgh with 
it'; but their miferies vi^ere foch-, that tfhey wer^ 
even tqo poor to pay trf^ ranfom. ' This was a 
breach of treaty that John would not fubmit to ; 
/ and 
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and \»mwihc$r&i»i:itprt£i'H\aiMrm ai iFcry-iioblf 
mmncr upoE ditf^ontfiovi.' ^ Though^ (ays h«, 
«< good tkkh' ftoiiU Wbiiiifb^di ffoM tile reft' of 
<< the CEurd^. yeribtf ouglit ft til t» rcftam herhabU 
^ tation in the'breaft of kines.'* In confeqiKnee" 
of tbis. dcdanRioiH be ^tdSiMf returned- to Eng* 
land onx:« morcy and» yielded kHnfetf frprifbnfif, 
finofhe^coi^diitot belicnouraUyfrer. k is ftid by 
fomethacp birpatlon f(^ th« cMHite6 orSrfMbtiry^ 
wane cbe reiil caufe ofr his joarft^ ; but we wknt ^ 
at this tfmr die foondttiioif^ forTudi ati-ffigurioef' 
repont. Hr WM* lodged in- the Saf^y, the pilM*e 
whspe^'he Irad^ rcfided dliring Ills' captivity;, aiftf 
fotm a4t«rr be tf loftd a tong and unfortu^ . ^^ 
naoiif«igtf, tef hit dtsiftfc« ImMcIi happen*- *^^^' 

Gharleay (1ivnaiiie)i the Wifti fueceedlhi'his'A^' 
thfiron-rhe throne^^of Prahee ) and" tMs* fti(»haff dh^ 
mtr^ly by the' force of a-iiAe)]ii c^nduded polfcy, 
and eeen^ thoegh Aiffering fome^ defeats, reftored'' 
his country once mom t^ t^ahqiitllity and power. 
HeqiMlkd' at|d di^ati^ a fetef banditti, wfio" 
hid afieeiated ^Keinrfbltes under*' the name of Corti^- 
pafif0D«, z^vAky h&d )c^g bee^ a terror t(y the- 
peaiceabk ifvhiib»tan«5< HiS'had them cnrolFed inttya' 
body, and hi them iatd the kingdem of CaftUb 
againft Peter, furnamed the Cruel^ whom' hts* 
fubjedS'-had dethroned*; and" who, by means- of 
an alHance with the £ng)4ih^ endeaVdeVed to get* 
himfcif reittftated uip6n the throne, lb cbrtlbi- 
qtienceof thefe attia^ces, the KAgt{(h'dnd\Prenfeh 
again- came' to- an engageinertt j their armies on 
thci one fido commanded by the Black Priricfe-j btif' 
tlie- other by Henry of 'I'nrnftamarre, ami Bet* 
ti^and da Guefefin'i onieof the moil confumrnkte* 
generaky and atcompMied charadlei's of the age" 
iif which he IrveA - Hbwtveri* the^ufuW good*f6r-. 
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. . Y\ tune pf tbe . Engli^ jurtncc .prevailed ;. - 
^' ^r^Vtbc French loft. iaboye;«wentjr thouiaiKi 
AtM?r 9 "^^^^ while :Oi^y foi* loughstH and forty - - 
^ 3* private men on the fide of thp Jbnglim - 

weep flaio. . . . .. A i \'. .. .*.... 

. Neyerthelers thefe vi£Uuries> were attehded with 
very few gpod.efFeAs. TM.£n{^ifli» by their 
frequent fupplies,. h^. 4»eeo quiue exhauftedi and.- 
were imable ta cofttinue aaarmy in the fields. 
Charl^s„ /pn the oth^r r, hand,.. caiitioufly. forbore., 
coining to any decifiye ^nggg^ment ; hut was con-- . 
ten^ ^to let his enemies Wafte their ftrength iit^ 
attempts to {dunder a . fortified country. Wheft' 
they were retired^ be tben .was fure to Tally forthy; 
and pofieis bimfelf of Atcb places as they .were not t 
ftrong-enough to deiftnd* He firA felt upon Pofi^ 
thi/Bu 4 theicitizens of Abbe.ville.opcned their gates 
to .Him I tfaofe of St, rValpis, Rjiey and :Crotoy». 
imitated the example; and the whole country • 
waS) in a little time» reduced to.a total fubmiffioo# 
Tbc fouthern pn^vincei were, in the famajnan* 
n^Xi^ invaded by bif gcQerals with equal, fuccefs;. 
while the Black Ptjince,ideftitUJ^ of /api^ieafrpm 
Englandj.andi waQiedtibj^.a Cruel aqd. oon/ufo^ive 
d^forder^ w^sobl^^ to iret|xri\Jbo his, native Coun- 
try, leaving the anairsof thci.lQMtb of France in a 
moftdefpprate condition. .>., ...,,... . . . . 

,Jn this exigence the reftntment of the king of 
E^ngland. wa^k exalted ;/[} the litn^pft pitchy and he 
feenied^ reiblve4; to. tak^;{ignali vtngeapce on bis 
ef|ei|nie$> of. ,tbe q^ipem^. . BmI . the - fof^tunate . oc» ■ 
cjUion &ei;nei( no^tel/tpfed } ant) all hj^.d^figns 
vfcre n)arl;cd with ill f>iccefe^ . Th(e ej»rl}Ojf JPe<nv. 
broke, and his whole army, were intercepted 
at jfea, and taken prifoner hj Henry> king of 
Caililc. .This nobleipaa i^ person attjeippijed to 
enib;|rk with, ap ,armjf Sqi(, Bour^^ux '^ but .vy^s . 
de^^^ttcd t$y contrary winds^ and obliged to lay 

aiido 
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a&de the expedition. Sir Robert KnolUs, oneof 
his generals on the continent, at the- head of thirty 
tboufand men, was defeated by Bertrand dd Guef- 
dihi while the duke of Lancafter, at the head 
of twentyr&ye thoufand men, had the mortificati- 
on of feeing his troops diminiflied one half, by fly- > 
i^g parties, without ever coming to a battle* Such - 
was the picture that prefented itfelf to this v'l&O" 
rious monarch in the decline of life; and this' 
plight well (erveas a leiFon to the princes of the 
age> that more permanent advantages are obtained' 
by wilHom than by valour. Added to this other* 
u^neafinefs, he had the mortification to fee his 
authority defpifed at home;' It was in vain that 
he fought refuge, in his age, from the coniplaiius 
of his fubje&s, in the arms of. a favourite miilreis, 
wbofe name wasnAlice Pierce; this only ferved 
to exafperate his people the more agatnft him, and 
to turn their indignfiltionuinto contempt. But 
what of all other things ferved to gloom the latter 
part of this ifplcndid reign,/ waa &fr appioacbihg 
death ofahe .Black. Prince, whofe conftltution 
(hewed butitoo manifefily. the .fymptom^ of a 
fpeedy diilblution* This valiant and accompliihed 
prince died in the forty-fixth year of . his age, 
leaving behind ^im a cbarai^er' without 'a^fiil^gle* 
Uemifli ; and a .degree of forrow among the peo- 
ple, that; time;, could fcaroely allejriflitei iHisfSiSa^ 
hUity» clemency^ and libeiial difpbfition, have' 
b^. celebrated by diflei[ent.hiftonans.v, l^hongh 
born lA an age^ in which ^military uvirtues albne 
were held inefteem, hecukivated theiarts of peace, 
and. feeir>€!d ever more happy in dpfeiving praifc,' 
than in obtaining it. . ; . .. ': 

. Th^:king was vmofti.fenfiUy.affeifted with the 
lo(^.o£ hi^ fgn^ sind tried every MXtx6 remove. hiw 
uneafuiseffi ; be had tb^iihed^tjcPQCuhine -fome- 
tiofte b^fc^Q.from bis preieacir^;bijti<toakiierfBgBin^ 

i.d in 
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ih' hopes of fin&ig taint CDlirolatif»:iii her* ccffhti' 
- f^ny^ He rettiovtdhtMfdfi dniidyfroitf the di<i*' 
ties and buidensrof theftxte^. aind Itft bisr^kbfgdMK 
t^ he pkimfered.bj» a« fetof irji{»ci6tis aifirffil€r»« 
He did not bngiiifvive the (kinrequttxeg of* his'balt 
conduA; biit died about a je» afttft thrptiiloo^ 
at! Shenffy snr Suri^y^ dcfeited by^j^litbe 6%(0itiers^> 
evetl by. tbeie wbo hadgfOwn vich by hiinboa»ity*»< 
He exited is th^ fiaBt)ft- fifths year o^ his igr^ auifd'* 
th€ fif^wfiril of bii? rcign^i a priAO& moreadifyirodr 
than lolled* by his fufcgeds^ aixh moi9 an ti^t£i$ji^ 
their appteufe tinifl their fortow; 
The reign of iLdwa^gd vnof rasher brSHslni thM^ 
J. r<j. trulyr finrviteable; tb his: fiib^As; If 
.'^ * En^ffif during theft finning;! Ciriiiti^to 
*37/- en the ckmtinent^ gained' aKf nsttt idi- 
VmiU^^ 16 was^only that of- h^vin^ a^ ff^itr of- eh^ 
gsAce and^boiiottFidiffcifed'aniongrthirii^hi^r nmlce' 
of the people.' Iw all ooii^ftai fotmtHlng k- 
gatmed inctvil life from the poople ibtadiieds ^ ai^dr 
as'ffira&ocrwasssis that timet evfaMmlythi«ve'c)viK»^' 
od than) England^. chofeimitatWe: iilaiiAif s^ as they* 
were thni* caUed, adopted! the artsp 6f titie peisplai 
they.dfiercanie^ The meaneft fokiier in th# fii^« 
liib^aFory nova began; Ce foflosr thtf leader frMP 
lovey and not coaipolfion^ $ he: wi^bmv^ fiPotf-feA^* 
timent alone; and haduhetonour o^ Ms countf^ 
beatEng ih hie breaft^ eren^ thcfUgh ii^ tM haiAbtofl? 
flattdn*. TIUbj wias the time \ehe«r chtv^Wy witim^ ' 
itirhigfa^ft pitch'^stldinsan^ of^d'ftiO^flbiof E^Afe^ 
land! were omring tot that roantmfte if^irk,* v»Meh< twfj 
I^iog:cndea«oii^ ttl 6iSsiiky and df which hi way 
the moft flkrningp eaampte^ li^ ms (hiis> fp^rir tllAP 
in fome meafure, ferved to Tofdin the f^rOcSitf <tf) 
thr a^iry bei>% a nrixture ol?f ]&ri«^ genemflty^ ind 
wai*. infbaikiofibt'Yr^tau^iii^th^fcii^nces^.^dfoM^ 
c£ahe nobilitysA»efe(b^Uighiviin<iothe fk:ki as fomv 
as'they.wedi'ahley aiii iiiftraa;«d iiPho-oih^ a^tW 

but 
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but thofe of arms ; fuch as the method of ^tting on 
horfeback, of wielding the lance, running at the 

^ving, flourifliing at a tdarrfameni^ and addreffing 
a miftrefs. To attain thefc, was confidered as 
the fum x}f all tiuman aoquinements ; and though 
war made their only ftudy, yet the rules of taAics» 
cacaaipinoBls, flratagBins> aad fortiKkatioaSy \teie 
aliroft totaUy dttrc^acrdaL : 
. It ilraft.in.thss loeign cHattheordbriof tbegaittv 
«nM tnftitttiied'^ ihe oodAer received in-^ . «^ 
ta wihicb wa& t© confift of tweivty-fc«t '*|^ * 
pnelbos^ bsfidk the. knng. • A vuigar ^^' 
flony prcf a^lsy botim&ipporced hy any .anckat sa* 
chority, that the counedb of SMi&^rjy at a tail) 
happes»ng.to drop lier garter, t4ie 4ciitg took ft up, 
and piic&iiiea it ixr her 'With thefe >#oiKd6, <^ ilMii 
^< &it <fiii.inal y penA^f' £^iJ to him, that «vil 
thioks.. This accident it is (aid gaire rife to^ebt 
Qftder and the motto, it being thie ^ito^cht 
times I tomixloi^and wtaraogecher^and forkn^gfbta 
to pfasme fthemfelvcs upon<tl^ ftigbittft tokens that 
their addceAt ^tetc'fioa&d to beftow; 
r '£djvardl8fciiiany!ah«ldnBiv byfiiifqwieniPbtfippB 
cf.&inault;.hiB eldeft Ton, tine filack: Cilice, dieil 
hefoseiifm,^ btttrieft a ion, HMwed ibictncrd^ , wiho 

' facoeeded tot tbetimpiye*} Edward's ftcont ^>n vn% 
Lionel d]oktt of Glar^xx; ihe thittd Was^ «aUed 
John of Gaunt, from the place of hiffbil^ and 
vas af&erwords: created dukeoif LancaOer. : The 
fodrih folk wa^ l^iDom^ eaid^f GambridgeV and 
mfteroraffds' dwke pf Ymk ;> the ftl(;h > ioM ml 
Thomafi.dtikeiof GiiiHceAery thr nto4i ambitfoM 
aiiden|zi»pri(uxigaf^aU<hii fttmj^ ThfreMiereibu 
nerakdoughters allD^ butaa diereis nothing niat»4 
iiialini their htigorj^ iMe flial^ pQkAi^iitev their namei 
widwistfufthitf natikei» 

3 CHAP. 
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/CHAP/ xy.. - y 

R I C H A R D II. 

RICHARD IL. pame to the throne of his 
graad father, when .as yet but eleiven years of 
age, and fbund the people dtfconteated and poor, 
the nobles proud' and rebclHous. A(t>itit ofprofu- 
fi'oh h^d tntete^ int<» ;the kingdom: with the fpirit 
of gallantry .} which, whtU it produced iodoUnce 
and xapacity. among the l^igher orders, produced 
want and difobcdience among the poor. 

As the king was a minpr the government, was 
vefted tn, the hands of his.ihrdo uncloa, dtc dulses 
of LanfcalJ^rv' York, and: Glopcefter^ the.dtftVfi 
rence of.whx]&.dif|)b(itfahs,;tt was fuppofed,. wouKl 
ferve to check; the ;defe<£ls ,of each other, Lin* 
Cafter, though experienced during the late reigit 
in government, was neither popular nor enter* 
prizing ; Yoj<k was indolent and weak ;. Gloiu 
cefler) ^rbulent, popubr^ ahd anibitioiis«i< Under 
the fecret. iilfluence <^' thofe^ without: any regency 
being appointed » the whole fyftem. of goventmiint 
was kept together for fome* years ; the autborit)r 
eftaUiihed during thd former reign, ftiU continuing 
to operate in this. ' • f 3 { / — ' ' 

But though government was carried on, yet it 
was notiwithout malty cqmmotion% ari£ng either 
from the inlpatience of the|>eopie^ ta the ambition 
ef the great : as the^ate king had left, the king- 
dom iavolved in many! dangerous and expenfive 
wars ; and as thefe demanded large and conflanc 
fupplies, the murmuifs of the people encreafed in 
^proportion* Nof were they. IdSened by the man^ 
' ner of carrying on thefe expeditions i which, in 
I • I "J . general. 
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general, were languid, and up€irtKe<whokr unfuc- 
cefsful. The duke of Lancafter!laid claim to ttie 
crown of Caftile>.ahd made a Iruttlefs expedition f 
tbe war with France produced no enterprise" of 
luftrey and that with Scotland was rather unfuc- 
cefsfuL The expenccs^ however, of the arma*" 
ments to face the enemy on both fides, and a want* 
of oeconomy in the ad nvini ft ration, entirely ex* 
baufted the trefafuryj and: a new tax of thr^ 
groats on every perfon above fifteen, was granted- 
by parliament as a fupply« The indignation of 
the people had been for fome time encreafing, but 
a tax fo unequitable, in which the rich paid no 
*,....— *i — ,u^.^«»r,~icinc[ie<rtlie relentmcnt of the 
latter into flame. ; . , 

Notwithftanding the numbers who by war, tiy. 
a refidence in towns, and by other means had be- 
come free, yet there were ftill multitudes iq. the 
country, who had lands in villenage, that wcr^ 
only flavcs to the lords from whom they held,/ 
Thefe had feen the advantages of liberty, fw>m its 
effects on thofe of equal rank who had gone to 
Jive in towns j and they panted for a participation 
of thofe advantages. Several of thefe had becorne 
opulent enough to purchafe.their freedom; but^ 
by an unjuft ad of parliament in this reign, thefe 
purchafes were declared of no validity. This afib 
the peafants confidered as an infra<^ion of the 
laws of humanity, and fuch indeed It muft be al- 
lowed to have been. But it had long been the 
prefcriptive manner of rcafoning, to have no re- 
gard for the rights of a certain clafs of men^ who 
were fuppofed too low for juftice. The feeds of 
difcontent were ftill more cultivated by the preach- 
ing of feveral men who went about the country 
inculcating th^ natural equality of mankind ; and 
confequeotly, the right ^hat ail] hadr to an equal 
participation of tbe goods of nature*. ; . Hitherto wa 

have 
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have feen fKipuItar infulmaions oaljr m t6wii»$ 
htm WQ110W find the ilpijiic of iWeddm gaining 
grooul' i« the MUntrjr. Our ohtseii^ at lirft b^Mt 
fl> pticciire theic <m« ;fitengtl»;; an4 nbt long aftor 
dtti %lic jpciriantrjs who bad been iannexed totbe 
(o{\y tlaHlB a ihaiw m diofe ad vam^fea. We in. 
Che firft finftande, inMl a ksnowfcdgie of the rights^ 
ofhum^nky^ diffufeig kWf even to>ilhe very Joweft 
rf l*r people, and exerting itCM in jTude and ler* 
i&ble tSorts for freedom. 

^ The mradd of tfce pea^hrfts, being ikm pi^perwl' 
lbr1iifnrl-e<5Hon^ the marnibr elf gathering this un* 
mft poilv tax, foon fumfOwd th^^ with a prewxt 
lor begin fiifig cne ~ Tcvmu — 1%, ticgsn tu sjiv^f 
where a report was induftrioufly (jpreaids that thei 
peafantt wel'e to be dcftroyed, thir hauf^ btfrnt^ 
andl thcfr farms plundefredw A b4ackfinithy wfl^ 
kciown by the name of Wat Tyicr) was the firft- 
that excited them to arinis% The taji-gachcivrt 

^CMnifeig to this man-'s' houfe, while hr Was- ao 
worksy demanded payineiit for his daughtbr,.\R4ii€h 
ke teMedy alleging that (he wa» vndcn' the ag|9 
mentioned: in the ddl« One of the bruttt4 collee-^ 
tors infifled an hrr being « fuli grown wi>n>iah y 
mid ioimediaiely: acttmpted giving a very iildecene 
probf of his aflercion. This provt>ked ch« f^thtf 
tt> fach a deicree that he tnftantly ftrock htm dead 
with a blow of a hammer. Thie ftander^ by ap-^ 
pliauded his fpirit; and, one and all, refolVed to 
ddfembhts conduct He w^ codVtiened as-ii chami' 
pionin the: oAife, and appointed the lisader tod 
Ifokefntain 06 the people. It is eafy to^ imagine 
the dtibrders committed by this tumultuous rab^ 

' ble : the wihoie. netghbonrhood rofe in arms ; they 
burned and' phindteed wherciwr they came, and re^ 
iTengednipott their fbrmer maftcrs, dll thoft in*< 
ftilc9which>thby' had long.fuftained' with tmpuiiity« 
A« tkP0tiUisontent>AMs generali tbetifsforgvnGs^nw 

* creafed 
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C9tmk^ in proportimt asi thejr. approadind the ca« 
pttii}. The^ flaott- ibon^ propaoted icfelf into 
KW, ikrtfitMsdfliiBB^ Surrjp, Suilbic^ Suffbiki 
HorMk^ Cambridge, «iid Liacolo. They wcw 
^nd to amoowD to ^boiu ao- bnndfed dwuftnd 
oieOf. bf dtt time tfaef' were arrived at Sitekbeatb) 
£mn.iriiencetbc7 icnt>a meffiige to.iiie kingi, ^fbo 
had taken flieltar m the To«per^ defif ng a con* - 
%aice with him^ With this, mefia^ Richaod 
waa ddiroiBS. of. complying, but -wat ^ uitimida^ 
bf their fierce demeanour. Iii the' mean: tivM 
they. had. entered the city, burning and plundering 
the boufe&of fach as. were obnoKioos from, their 
pQvirer,'Or. remarkable for their riches. They broke 
intot the. Savoy palaee,; belonging to the duke 
of: LaiKafter^ and put iev^eral of his attendaiMa to 
dtach. Their anirniofity was. particularly' levelled 
againft.-the< lawyiers, to wbom< they fluewed no 
mercy. Such was the vehemence of their fury^ 
that the king: b^an to tremble for his own iafe- 
ty^ and^ • knowing that the tower was not- capable 
of fianding agaioft an.a(&ult, he went out among 
then), and defired to know their deooands. lo 
this they made a very humble remonftrance, re- 
quiring a general pardon, the abolition Of fflavery, 
fteedpm oi commerce in market towns, and a 
fixed rent inftead of thoie fervices required. by the * 
tenure of viilenage. As thefe requeHs were rea«- 
funable, the king foon complied ; and charters 
were accordingly made out, ratifying the grant* 
In the meantiqi^) another body of thde infurgcnts 
had broke into the Tower, and murdered the 
chancellor, .the primate, and the treafurer, with 
fume other officers of diftin&ion. They then 
divided themfelves into bodies, and took up their 
quarters in different parts of the city.- At the-head 
of one of thefe was Wat Tyler, who led his men 

into 
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into Smithfield, where be was met by the -king, 
who invited him to a conference under a pretence 
pf .hearing and red^efling his grievances. Tjder 
ordering his companions . to retire, till he fliouM 
give them a figi^al, boldly ventured to meet the 
Jcingin the.midft of his retinue; and accordingly 
begao'jthe conference. The demands of this dc* 
magogue are odnfured by all thie hiftorians of the 
timty as infolent and. extravagant; and yet nothing 
can be more juft than thofe they have delivered 
for him. He required that all flaves (hould be fet 
frtci that all commonages (hould be open to the 
poor as well as the rich, and that a general pardon 
ihould be paflediibr the late outrages. Whilft 
-be made thefe demands,, he now and then lifted 
.up hLs :fword in a menacing, manner ; which info* 
Icnce fo ratfcd the indignation of William Wal<- 
(Worth, then mayor of London, attending on the 
^ing, that without confidering the danger to 
Avhich he expofed hismajefty, he ftunncd Tyler 
.with a blow cf his mace ; while one of the king's 
knights riding up^difpatched him with his fword* 
tThe mutineers, feeing heir leader fall, prepared 
theitifelves to take revenge; and their bows were 
^iQW bent ior .execution, when Richard, though 
not quite fifteen years of age, rode up to the 
rebels, and with admirable prefence c>f mind, 
xried out, *^ What, my people, will you th^ft 
*^ kill your king ? be not concerted for the lofs of 
** your leadqr ; I myfelf will now be your gene^ 
^^ ral ; follow me inlo the field, and you ihall 
" have whatever you defue." The awed multi- 
tude immediately defifted : they followed the king 
as if mechanically into the fields,, and there he 
granted them the f^me charter that he had before 
given to their, cotppanioivs. 

Thefe gratis, for a fboxt time gained the king 
l^eat populaiity ; and it is probable it was his own 

drfllC 
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defire to have them comAnued $ bat the nobles haSdf 
long tafted'the fweets of pow<er,- and were unwil-^ 
ling to-admit any other to<ifNtrticipation. ' The par* 
liament Toon revoked thefe charters of enfranchife* 
aient and pardon i 'the Idw- people Werefodmied to 
the fame .flavifh: condition a&befpre, and feveralof 
Ae ringleaders ^eiji^ punifted with clpkal feverlty*' 
The iisfurrddions ol the harohsagtrtnli 'their kings, 
are branded in ourhtftory with no great air of 
iave£bye i but the tuinuks of the pe^e againft 
the barons, are marked with aU the virulence of 
reproach* = ' . i ' . ^ , . 

The cruelty which w^s <exercifed agaifiH- the 
popular' leiaders upon this occafion, created' no 
fmalienmity againft the'king.^ He had^ firft grant* 
ed thtm a -charter, which implied 'ibejuftic* of 
their demands ; and he was Teen, foon a^er, weak 
enough to revoke what he 'had before allowed the 
juftice of. It is probable alfo^ that his uncles levere 
not backward in' encreahng' this general dlflike 
againft him j as by thatJ means they/ werd arrore 
like- to continue in their prefent authority. His 
own capricious condudt, indeed, might very' weH 
countenance them in the reftri(^ions they placed 
upon him ; as he very fooneeftified an etiger -de*- 
fire to govern, without any of the requifites to fit 
him for fuch adjjEcult undeFTakin>g :- he foon dif- 
covered an attachment id favourites-, without any 
merit on their fide to Entitle them'to ftich flatter- 
ing diftndtons. Robtri- Vere, earl of Oxford, a 
young man, whofe per ron was fault lefs, butwhofe 
morals were debauched, had acquired an entire 
afcendant over him. I'his nobleman was firft 
created marquis of Dublin, snd then duke of Ire- 
land, with the entire fovcreignty, during life, of 
that ifland. He gave himhis own coufin in mar- 
riage ; and foon afier permitted' him to repudiate 
her for another lady, of whom he was enamoured. 
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He rMtn becAmc; tlvsf «hiuGmtl'>tlMriNlgh/(¥liiicli;ldL 
lowl fav4Hir/ paflfed to the j^ople;. aiHljhe pofielU 
all tli9 poiyar» wbUiB**tlie(Jiing:hiMl onJjilie flit()oiiit 
of loyalty* 
; A pariiaUty in pf(ioi^e«'et^er -p^odiicea: mkmBtf 

^ijorf «iikier ii^aDMl/Wrtdk^ifne^lKea by the favouu 
cite^.Oi^i yv^ chQUgbt that they h»l themfeLTes 
hftttfr pretanfions to fav\dur» iaftandy took the 
alaroit. and combined againft.litm« . At the head 
althi^^airociatiQin vrere Moubray earl o^ Notdng- 
ham, Fitz Alan earl of Arundel, Percy earl ef 
^r^Mionberlalidt Momacnteeitfl.of Saliuuc^«,4ind 
Bteaucbamp earl of Warwiak. Thefe. unrtiog^ 
cefolved on ike deftruftion of the favourite; and 
they began by marking out Michaoi.delaPolr^ 
who was then €hancellor,.and Qxford!&cbtcffriend 
and fupporter, ast the fir ft ohjtiSt of their ven»» 
ance.. He was aecordingly inrpeached in parlia«» 
ment ; and although nocbingmaterial was aHeeed 
againft hian, fuch was the intereft of the con^i- 
ring barons that he was condemned aQd.dq>rhred. of 
his office. 

From punifliing his minifters they loon afcier 
.ventured to attack the king in perfon. ' Under a 
pretence that he was as yet unable to govern, al«- 
p, p« though he was at that time twenty-one, 
i'>86 ' they appointed a commiffion of fourteen 
. 3 * perfons upon whom the fovereign power 
wa$. to be transferied for a year.. This was, tn 
facit totally depriving the king of ail power, and 
oppreiUng the kingdom with a confirmed arifto- 
cracy i his meafure was driven forward by the . 
duke of Gloucefter; and none but thofe of his 
awn fa6iion were admitted as members of the 
.committee, it was not without a firuggle that the 

. king faw bimfelf thus totally divefted of aathority ; 

fac 
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he endeavoiared ilrft to gain over the parliament to ^ 
l^is interefts^ by influencing the iheriiFs of. each 
county, who were then the only returning officers. 
This meafure failing, he applied to the judges i 
and they, either from motives of intereft, or from 
convi£|;ion, declared that thecommiflion whic;^ had 
deprived him of his authority, was unlawful; and 
tbattbofe who procured or advi&d it, were punifli- 
able with death. This fentence was quickly oppofed 
by declarations from the lords; the duke of Glou- 
cefter faw his danger if the king (hould prevail ; and 
fecretly aiTembling his party, he appeared in arms at 
Haringay Park, near Highgate, at the head of a 
body rf men, more than fufficientto intimidate the 
king, and all his adherents. TheTe infurgents, fen*, 
fible of their own jpower, were now refolved to 
make ufe of the occahon ; and began by demanding 
of the king the names of thofe who had advifed him 
to his late ra(h meafures. A few days after, they ap- 
peared armed in his pre fence, and ace u fed, by name, . 
the archbifhop .of York, the duke of Ireland, the 
earl of SufFolk, and Sir Robert Trefilian, one of the 
judges who had declared in his favour, together 
with Sir Nicholas Bember, as public and danger* 
ous enemies to the flate. It was now too late for 
the oppofite party to attempt any other vindication 
of their condu<9: than by arms. The duke of Ire- 
land fled into Che(hire, where he attempted to 
raife a body of forces ; but was quickly obliged to 
fly into Flander^, on the arrival of the duke of 
Gloucefter with a fuperior army. Soon after the 
king was obliged to fummon a parlianiient ; an ac«. 
cufation was drawn up againft five of his coun- 
fellors ; of thefe only Sir Nicholas Bember was 
prefent ; and he was quickly found guilty, con- 
demned, and executed, together with Sir Robert 
VoL.lL £ Trefdian, 
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'Trefilian, whohaiJ bcch iJrfcdvertrfahd'taken'ddr^ 
ing the interval. But the blood ofone or twb wafe 
not fufficient to fatjatc the refcntment bf the dtikfe 
of Gloucefter f lord Beaudiam|5 of HoH was (hortly 
after condemned and cxec'qtedV *and - Sir Simoh 
BurtdV, who had be«n appointed- the krfxg^s govern 
nor, fliared the fame fate, althoujgh the queen coiV- 
tlnaed for three hours on Her knees before^ lite 
duke, imploring his pardon. ' /• \ 

It might be fuppofed, that after fiicb a totaKuib'- 
verfion of the royal power, there wduld be no morfe 
ftruggles, during this reign, between the prrrtce'anjd 
his nominal fubjefts ; but wh^her from the fltit:- 
tuation of opinions among the people, or from tlic 
influence of a military force, which' had been lately 
levied agairift France, we find Richard* once nibre 
refolving to fhakc off that power; Whicll had-lotf^ 
controuled him, and adt^ually bringing the parlia- 
ment to fecond his refolutiohs. . . 

In an. extraordinary council of thef nobility^ af- 

A TA ■ fembled afte^ EafteV, 'lie, to the' aftd- 
8 * nrlhment of all prefcnt, . defired to know 

'3°9- this age;, and berng toid th^t he was 

' turned of two and twenty, he all^d'g^d,* tHat'*it 

was time then for hini to govern ' without' hfelp ; 

• and that there was* no reafon' th^t he ihould be 
deprived of thofe rfghts; which the meaneft of hjs 
fubje£ls enjoyed. The lords anfwering; in fpnie 
conftifion, tha:t he had certainly an. indifputa1)!e 
right to take upon himfelf 'the government of the 
kingdom : ^* Y^s, replied he, I* have long been 
«' under the government of'tut6rs j and I will now 
<«' firft (hew my right to power by their removal." 
He then ordered Thomas Arundel,* wht>m tlie 

* commiffioners had htely a:pp6ifited chancellor; to 
■ give up the feal,- Which h^' next day delivered to 

William of* Wickham, bifhop of Winchfeftcr. 
He next removed the duke of Gloucefter, the earl 

of^ 
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of WarWicIc, and other lords of the oppofition, 
from the council/ The bifhop of Hereford loft his 
office of treafurer ; the «arl of Arundel waff depriv- 
ed of the poft of high-admiral ; all the great oifi- 
cersof the houfdhold,' as Well as the judges, were 
changed ; 'and all the offices felt the influence of 
this extraordinary revolution. 

The king being thus left ^t liberty tocondu£l the 
buftnefs of goviernment at dffcretio'n, began by 
(hewing many marks of moderation towards thofe 
who before had endeavoured to deprefs his po.wer ; 
he feemed to be entirely reconciled to his uncles ; 
and he remitted fome fubfidies which had been grant- 
ed hrm, that acquired him for a time the affe<ftions 
of the people. ' But he wanted thofe arts that are 
vfually foutid to proclire a lafting refpe& ; he was 
fond of luxurious pleafures, and idle orientation ; he 
admitted the meaneft ranks to his familiarity ^ and 
his converfation was not adapted to imprefs them 
with a reverence for his morals or abilities. His 
military talents on which mankind then placed the 
greateft value, were feldom exerted, and never 
with any great fuccefs. The French war was fcarcc 
heard of; and fome fuccefsful inroads of the Scotch, 
particularly that which brought on a difputed viSory 
at Otterbone, were only oppoftd by thofe barons 
whofe pofleffions lay ailong the frontiefr. He gained 
indeed fome reputation for arms in Ireland; but his 
fucceifes there were too infignificant to give him a 
decifive charafter. From thence, the fmall regard 
'Which the public bore his perfbn, difpofed them to 
murmur againft his adminifti^ation, and to receive 
with avidity every complaint which difcontent, or 
ambition, fuggefted to his prejudice. 

Whether the duke Of Gloucefter was fecretly 

difpleafed with this mean difpofition m his royal 

nephew, or wanted to makie himfelf king, by fo» 

E 2 menting 
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menting jealoufies againft him, muft remain for 
ever unknown; but certain it is, that he ufed 
every art to encreafe the averfion of the nation 
againft him^ and to eftablifli his own popularity^. 
He reprefented the peace which had been juft 
A f) then concluded with France, as the re- 
iiab' ^"'^ ^^ ^^^ king's pufiUanimity ; and 
^^ ' plaufibly appeared to lament that Richard 
(hould have degenerated fo far from the heroic 
virtues of his father* He frequently fpoke with 
contempt of the king's perfon and government, 
and deliberated concerning the lawfulnefs of throw- 
ing ofF all allegiance to him. Thefe were infults 
that deferved to be chaftifed in any fubje^S^ ; but 
that called aloud for puniihment in him, whofe 
popularity was dangerous, and who more than once 
had teftified a difpofitton to rebel. As all his con- 
dud^ was fecretly obferved by the king's emiffaries, 
Richard at length formed a refolution of ridding 
himfelf entirely both of him and his fa£)ion, fen- 
Able that he then had the parliament entirely at 
his difpofal. He accordingly ordered Gloucefter 
to be immediately arrefted, and fentover to Calais, 
at which place there was no danger of a refcue 
from his numerous adherents. The earls of 
Arundel and Warwick were feized at the fame 
time ; and a parliament was fummoned at Weft- 
minfter, which, the king knew to be obedient to 
his wilU This parliament, as he was apprized, 
paflfed whatever ads he thought proper to didlate ; . 
they annulled for ever the commiflion of fourteen, 
which had ufurpcd upon his authority, they re- 
pealed all thofe a£ls which had condemned his for- 
mer minifters; and revoked the general pardon 
which the king had granted, upon his affnining the 
ireins of government into his own hands. In con- 
fequence pf thif, fevcral of the party of Gloucefter 

were 
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were impeached, condemned^ and executed r Fitz* 
Alan, archbifhopof Canterbury, was banifhed the 
kingdom, and his temporalities fequeftered. The 
earl of Arundel vainly attempted to plead the king's 
general pardbn, to flop his execution ; the earl of 
Warwick (hewing figns of contrition, had his life 
fpared, but was baniftied to the ifle of Man. The 
greaceft criminal yet remained ; and a warrant was 
accordingly ifl'ued to the earl marechal, governor of 
Calais, to bringover the duke of Gloucefter to cake 
his trial, as the red had done. It is probable this 
nobleman would have ibared the fame fate wkh the 
reft of his party ; but he was privately difpatched 
in prifon, being fmothered, as it afterwards ap* 
peared, between two pilbws, by the keepers. 

The death of a nobleman fo popular as the 
diike, did not fail to encreafe thofe animoftttcs 
vrhich bad already taken deep root in the kingdom. 
The aggrandifemeht of fomc new favourites, con- 
tributed ftill niore to m^ke the icing odious; but 
though he feemed refolved, by all his a(S):iuns^ to 
iet his fubje£ls againll him, it was accident that ' 
gave the occaiion for his overthrow. After the 
cieftru<Stion of the duke of Gloucefter and the 
heads of that party, a mifunderftanding broke out 
among thofe noblemen who had joined in the 
profecution. The duke of Hereford appeared in 
parliament, and accufed the duke of Norfolk of hav- 
ing fpoken feditious words againft hismajefiy, in 
a private converfation. Norfolk denied the charge j 
gave Hereford the lie; and offered to prove his in- 
nocence by fingle combat. As proofs were want- 
ing for legal trials the lords readily acc^uiefced in 
that mode of determination ; the time and place 
were appointed ; and the whole aition waited 
with anxious fufpence for the event. Atlength the 
E 3^ day 
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day arrived, on which this duel was to be fought; 
and as combats of this kind were then very preva- 
lent, it may not be amifs to defcribe the ceremonies 
on that occafion. Hereford, the challenger, firft 
appeared on a white charger, gaily caparifoned, 
armed a^ all point<^, and holding his drawn fword. 
When he.apprpached. the, lifts, the. marecbal de- 
manded hj$ name? and bufinefs i to which be repli- 
ed, *' I am mnryof Lancafter, duke of Hereford, 
**.come hither acco ding to my duty, againft 
** Thomas Mowbray dulte of Norfolk, a falfe 
^^ traitor to God and the king, the realm and me." 
Then ta)cing the oath that, his ouarrel was juft and- 
true, he defined to enter the lifts, which being 
[grunted, he fheathed his fword, pulled down his bea- 
ver, a*o(led himfelf on the forehead, feized. his 
laace, p^ifTed the barrier^ alighted, and. Tate down 
in a chair of green velvet, placed at one end of 
the lifts. He had fcarce taken iiis feat ^wbcn the 
king came into the field with great pomp, attended 
by the lords, the count de St. rbl, who came from 
Fran.cc on purpofe to fee this famous trial, ^nd ten 
ihijufznd men at arjns, to prevent tumults anddif- 
turbances. .His piajeity being feated in his (:h«ir 
of/fate, the king at arms proclaimed, that none 
but fuch as were appointed, to. m^irflial the field, 
(houhi prefurae to touch, the lifts tpon pain of de^th. 
Then another herald proclairiied alpud, *' Behold 
" here .Henry of Lancafter, duke of, Hereford, 
" who has entered the lifts to perfoj.m his devoir . 
"'againft Thomas Mowbray, duke of Norfolk, on 
** pain of being counted falfe and recreant,". Juft 
th^n the duke of Norfolk appeared in arms, mount- 
ed upon a barbed horfe, with a coat of arms of 
crimfon velvet embroidered with lions of fxlver, 
and mulberry trees ^ and having t^kcQ his path be- 
fore 
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fore the conftable and marecha!, entered the field, 
exclaiming aloud, ."God defend the right." Then 
alighting from his horfe, be placed himfelf in a 
chair of crimfon velvet oppofite to his antagonift, at 
the othci* end of the litis. After which, the mare- 
Chal having mcafu red 'their lances, delivered one to 
the challenger, and font a knight with the otfier to 
the duke of Norfolk j and proclamation was made 
tbat they ihould prepare for the combat. According- 
ly^ mounting their borfe^, aiid clofing their beavers,, 
they 'H^^<i their. lances' in reft, and the trumpets 
(bunded );he charge. The duke of Hereford began 
His career with great violence; but, before he could 
jpin bi^'antagonift, the king threw down his warder^ 

Sid^the hcrajds interpofed. By the advice and an- 
^niy of. hjs parliamentary commifTioners, he' 
flopped the, combat, and ordered both th*: comba- 
tantifYoleAvc'the kingdom.* Thediike of Norfolfc 
he banifhed fox life, but (he duke of Hereford only* 
for ten y^ars* Tbu;i.the one was condemned to 
exile without being charged with any offence, and 
the other without being convifted of any crime. 
Thcdukc of Norfolk was overwhelmed with grief 
i^n^.defppndence at the judgment awarded againft 
h^im^i he retired to Venice, where, in a little time 
after, he died of a broken heart. Hereford's be- 
haviour on this occalion was refigned and fubmif- 
five, which fo plei^fed the king, that he confenied 
to (hort^n the dat^ of his banifliment four years j 
ai^dhV alfo granted him letters patent, enfuring 
Kim the enjoyment of any inheritance which 
iEould fall to-him during his abfence. But no- 
thing could be more fluctuating than Richard's 
pVcimifes or friendship. The earl of Hereford re- 
tiring into Flanders, and irom thence to Parts, 
found there a very, favourable reception from the 
..... E 4 . French 
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French king. He even opened a treaty of marriage 
with the daughter of the duke of Berry, uncle to 
the king of France ; but was prevented from com- 
pleting the alliance by the intcreft of Richard, who 
dreading the cncreafing power of the banlflied earl, 
fent over the earl of Saliftury to Paris, with in- 
ftruftions to break the match. Sucfi an unexpe£)ed 
injury couJdnotfail (©aggravate the refentmcht of 
Hereford ; but he bad ft ill more cogent reafons for 
anger, upon the death of his father, the duke of 
Lancafter, which happened (hortly after. Richard, 
as we before obferved, had given him letters patent, 
empowering him topoffefs any accidental fucceffions 
that (hould fall to him while abroad; but being nbw 
afraid of ftrengthening the hands of a man whonfi 
he had injured, he revoked thofe letter s^ artd re- 
tained the poffeffion of the Lancafter cftate to' 
himfclf. 

Such complicated injuries ferved to enflame the 
refentment of Hereford againtt the king ; and al- 
though he had hitherto concealed them, he now 
fet no bounds to his indignation; but even conceiv-, 
ed a^defire of dethroning a perfon who had (hewn 
himfelf fo unworthy of power. Indeed, no man 
could be better qualified for an entcrprize of this 
nature than the earl of Hereford : he was cool, cau- 
tious, difcerning and refolute. He had ferved, with 
diftind^ion againft the infidel of Lithuaiiia ; and 
he had thus joined to his other merits, thofe of 
piety and valour. He was thp idol of the foldiery, 
and the favourite of the people ; he was imWienfelv 
rich, and by blood, or alliance, connected with all 
the great families of the nation. On the other 
hand, the king finding himfelf above all reftraint, 
gave himfelf uj) to a foft effeminate life, regard- 
iels of his own fafety and of the good of the pub- 
lic. His miniftcrs following the example of their 

fovereign. 
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foveretgn, gave Httle attention tobufinefs ; but faw 
without any concern, the honour of the nation fink- 
ing into contempt. In this (ituation, all people 
naturally turned. their eyes upon the bahiihed earl, 
as the only perfon from whom they could expedl: 
relief, or redrefs. He was ftimulated by private 
injuries ; aitd had alliances and fortune fufficient to 
give weight to his meafures. The malecontents 
only waited for the abfence of the Icing to put their 
fchemes in execution ; and for thefe an opportunity 
was quickly offered. 

The earl of Marche, prefumptive heir to the 
crown^ having been appointed the king's lieutenant 
in Ireland, was (lain in a (kirmifh with the natives 
of that country, which fo incenfed Richard, that, 
unmindful of his precarious fituation at. home, he 
cefoWed^. with, a numerous army, to revenge his 
death in perfon. The duke of Lancafter (for that 
was the title which Hereford aflumed, upon the 
death of his father) being informed of Richard's 
departure for Ireland, inftantly embarked at Nantz 
with a retinue of fixty perfons, in three fmall vef- 
fels, and landed at Ravenfpur In Yorkfhire. The 
carl of Northumberland, whohadlong been a male- 
content, together with Henry Percy, his fon, who, 
fxom his ardent valour, w^s furnamed Hotfpur, 
immediately joined him with their forces. After 
this junQion the concourfe of people coming to. 
lift under his banner was fo great, that in a few 
days his army amounted to threefcore thoufand 
men. 

The duke of York had been left guardian of the 
realm during Richard's abfence ^ but his efforts 
were ineffectual, as the moft powerful perfons who- 
cfpoufed the king's interefts were then adlually 
with him in Ireland. Thedukcj^ however, afieni- 
bled a body of forty tlioufand men at St. Al ban's • 
E 4 but 
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bue founci them either quite difpirited, or more at- 
tached to the caufeof the rebels, dian of the crown. 
It had been Hereford's policy, from the beginning, 
to hide the real motives of his expedition, and to 
give out that he only aimed at the recovery of his 
patrimony and dukedom; Upon the prefent oo- 
cafion, therefore, he entreated the duke of York 
not to oppofe a loyal and humble fuppliant in the 
recovery of his juft rights ; but to concur in a mea- 
ferre that, was more likdy to promote the king's 
honour, than injure his interefts. York was deceived 
by thefe fpecious'profeffions ; he declared, that he 
would not only approve, but ailift him in his pre- 
tenfions ; and both armies meeting) embraced witfei 
acclamations of joy. • 

Whilft thefe things were traafacting in England,-' 
Richard continued in Ireland in pcrfe6i- fecurttyii 
Contrary winds, which at that time continued to 
blow for three weeks together, prevented his re-' 
ceiving any news of the rebellion which was begun 
in his native dominions. Upon the lirft informa- 
tion thereof, he immediately imprifoned the earl 
of Hereford's brothers,, whom he had taken over 
with him, and refolvcd to go immediately over 
to ftght the enemy in perfon. Yet, ever waver- 
ing in his refolutions, he was perfuaded to ftay • 
fome time longer, till he could prepare (hips to 
tranfport all his forces together. This delay com* 
pieted his ruin i' fa that when he landed at Mil- 
f6rd-haven with a body olF twenty thoufand meny 
he had the mortification to find that the duke of • 
Yoik had already efpoufed the iiiterefts of hi$ 
rival, and that his force was every way inferior 
to that of the enemy • He now, therefore, faw 
himfelf in a dreadful fituation, in the midft of. 
an enraged people^ without any friend on whom 



d by Google 



it I.C HA R. D II. 107 

%9ir9ly f an4:.fQri^en by thpfe, who» in the fun- 
^in^ of. hi$ pQwer, hj»d .Pi^ly cootrii)Ujted to fan 
kii fdlH^. ^i$ JUtt^ wrmy gr^c^ally began to defer! 
kivoj tJlUt 1»A he foiind; that bip had noi above fix 
^oufai^ditten-who £:)Uowgd his ibndard. Thus, 
8ot kjQiawiog whpm to truft. to^ or where to turn, 
ko.fim no ,c^c hojp^& of Wt\y^ . bat to throw him- 
(slf .upon tb^£enei:ofi|:yiOf bU enemy, 2nd to gain 
^QQ» pil;yvjwhat befoi^ld nol obtain. by arnis. He. 
thejefpre, ftnt Hereford, woi^d that he was ready to 
fiibmit to wb^teiver: .terms be thought proper to pre* 
{bnibe^.and that he f arneftly. defired a conference. 
For this.puicpofe^ the.earl appointed him to meet at 
4 caftle within aboui;t^nmil£$:ofChefier, . j^ 
where he ^ame the next day with his 
wbole^s^-^y* H^eh^rd, ^vhQ the'day be- '399* 
forerbad beenJ>roiught thither by the duke of Nor- 
tbumberj^nd^ defcrying; bis rivals approach from 
the waJJ3, went down to receive him; white 
Hereford^ after ibme ceremony, entered, the caftlc 
Ml. complete afmour,..oqIy his he^id was bare, in 
compliment, to the.faUen ki.ng. Richard received 
^kii iwit^ that open air for which he had been re-« 
markabl^ and kindly bade him. welcome., '* My 
*i lord the king, returned the earl, with a cool re*. 
** fp.Qdfu)t^.boy<?, I .am^come fooner than you ap* 
*' pointed; befA-ufe your people fay, that for one 
*..' and. twenty years you have governed with rigour 
f* and indifcLetion. Ihey are very ill fatisficd 
*' with your conduct ; but if it pleafe God^ I 
^ will hSeJp'.yqu; to govern them, better for the 
*f time io) come/' iTo this deciaraxion the king 
made nolothcjr'anfwer, but " fair coufin, fince it 
" pleafes.you, it pleafes us likewife." 

But Hereford's haughty anfwcr was not the only 
mortificacipa .^the , unfortunate Richard was to 
: . • ' .' .... endure. 
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endure. AfteraihorC converfation wkh foitie of 
the king's attendants, Hereford ordered the king's 
horfes to be brought out of the ftable ; and two 
wretched animals being produced, Richard was 
placed upon one, and his favourite, the earl of 
Salifbury, upon the other. In this mean equipage 
they rode to Chefter -, and were conveyed to the 
caftle, with a great noife of trumpets, and through 
a vaft concourfe of people, who were no way 
moved at the fight. In this manner he was led 
triumphantly along from town to town, amidft 
multitudes who fcoffed at him, and extolled his ri- 
val. Long live the good duke of Lancafter, our de- 
liverer i was the general cry ; but as for the king, 
to ufe the pathetic words of the poet, ** None 
'* cried God blefs him.** Thus, after repeated 
iivdignities, he was confined a clofe prifoner in the 
Tower ; there, if poifible, to undergo a ftlll great- 
er variety of ftudied infolence, and flagrant con- 
tempt. The wretched monarch bumbled in this 
manner, began to iofe the pride of a king with the 
fplendours of royalty, and his fpirits funk to 
his circumftances. There was no great difficulty, 
therefore^ in inducing him to fign a deed, by 
which he i enounced his crown, as being unquali- 
fied for governing the kingdom. Upon this refig- 
nation Hereford founded his principal claim ; but 
willing to fortify liis pretenfions with erery ap- 
pearance of juftice, he called a parliament, which 
was readily brought to approve and confirm his 
claims. A frivblous charge of thirty-three articles 
was drawn up, ftnd found valid againil the king ; 
upon which he Was folemnly depofed, and the earl 
of Hereford ekfted in his ftcad, by the title of 
Henry IV* Thus began thecoiiteft between the 
houfes of York and Lstncafler ; which, for fevc- 
ral years after, deluged the kingdom with blood ; 

and 
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and yety in the end, contribated to fettle and con- 
firm the ooKftitutfon. - 

When Richard was depoTed, the earlof Nor- 
thumberland made a motion in the houfe of peers, 
demanding the advice of parliament, with regard 
to the future treatment of the depofed king. Tc 
this they replied that he fliould be impriioned in* 
fome iecinre place, where his friends^ and parti- 
zans ithould not be able to find hin». This was 
accordingly put in pradice ; but while be ftill con* 
tinued alive, the ufui^er could not remain in 
fafety. Indeed fome confpiracies and -commotions 
which followed foon after induced Henry to wifli 
for Richard's death ; in confequehce of which, 
oneof thofe aflaffins that are found in every court,- 
ready to commit the moil horrid trimes for re- 
ward, went down, to the place of this unfortunate 
monarch's confinement, in the caftle of Pomfret ; 
and, with eight of his followers, ruihed into hia 
apartment. The king concluding their defign 
was to take away his life, refolved not to fall un- 
revenged, but to fell it as dearly as he cou^d ; 
wherefore, wrefting a pole-axe from one of the 
murderers, he foon laid four of their number dead 
at his feet. But he was at length overpowered, 
and (Iruckdead by the blow of a pole-axe; although 
fome aflert that he was ftarved in prifon.^ Thus* 
died the unfortunate Richard, in the thirty-fourth 
year of his age, and the twenty- third of his reign» 
Thoiigh his condud was blameablC) yet the pu- 
nifiiment he futfered was greater than his offences, 
and' in the end his fufferings made more con- 
verts to his family and cauie, than ever his moft 
meritorious actions could have procured tbem. 
He left no pofterity, either legitimate or other- 
wife. 

- '• : . It 
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. d^:.wa$.di<rmg this reigik^ that John WicUiff, a 
fecularprieft, educated at Oxfoitd, ]biegam to pra^ 
pagaCk ~hij:<fa>£te:iok9 ^ and ho hte the.'honour/of 
l)ctAg the . iurft ' pts£on wlio had fagacit^ to fee 
through /the. errors of lii^ charchL- of Rome^ and 
Qourage enough' ; to attempt :& reformatton. He* 
dehieditbe.c|o£li!iine.oft£hei^rQal pi^fenoe> the fu-» 
pieauucy o£ the church o£ Rome, ai(idtthe\iiBriti 
cf> jnondftic v^wa. . He. maintained thaktheJcrip** 
turea weDe- the fole rule ;of faith } • that; the tiburch . 
was dependent onriheftate ; that the clergy 6ughe 
to.p6fle&mo:e0ateft;i and that - the numelroas .oere-t 
monies: ofiitbe: chordrrwerb hjirtf lil to tfru^ pietjr*^ 
l|^ih(MHr,r.ni0ft offihiardoAnQeiS'WiBreTuch ai the> 
ifrifdorn'of poftierity chonght fit to eftablifh ; and> 
Wickliff faiJed in being. a reformer^ onby^becaufe: 
the. minds tof men werq nbt • fiifficientty> ripened 
fpr the truths he ende^oui^ed xo inculcate. The« 
clergy of that age did not fail t(» oppofe WicklifiF 
wilh.^ury ^ but as bis dodirines were pleaftng to* 
the higher orders of the ^ity; hie found proiedion 
from their indignation. Johil of Gannt was his- 
particular friend . and favourer ; and when fum* 
moned>tb appear before * the i bifli6p bf London,- 
that nobleman attended him into the court ; and. 
defended. him both from the .refentment of the: 
clergy, and the rage of the. populace. However,; 
inprocefs.of time^he had the fatisiadliohr to fee 
the people, wJio wereacfirft ftrongLy prejodicsed' 
aga)nft him, entirely declaring in his favour; and 
although he was. often cited to appear before the 
prelates^ yet, from the-eftimation .he was Ireld ia 
bothi among the higher and .lower ranks of tho 
laityy he was always difmilTed wjthout injury. In 
this manner he pontinued during his whole life, to 
lefTen the credit of the clergy, both by his preach.* 
ing and writings } and at laft died of a palfy, in 

the 
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the year 1385, at his rcSory of Lutterworth, 
in the* county of Leicefier ; while the clergy 
took care to reprefent.his death as a judgment 
from heaven, for his multiplied hereiles and im- 
pieties. .V. 
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CHAP. XVh 
HENRY IV. 

NUMEROUS formalities are feldom ufed 
but to cover diftruft or injufticc. Henry 

A r) the fourth, knowing the weaknefs of his 
' title, was, at leaft, determined to give 

'399* his coronation aH poffiblc folemnity, and 
to make religion a cloak to cover his ufurgation. Ac* 
cordingly, particular care was taken to4>rocurea 
certain, oil, faid tohavebeenprefentedby the Virgin 
Mary to Thomas Becket, during bis exile. The 
phial tha^ contained this precious balm had fallen 
into the hands of a hermit, who gave it to the 
duke of Lancafter, afluring him that all kings 
anointed v^ith that oil, would become true cham- 
pions of the church. On the prefent occaAon, 
being feized by Henry among the other jewels of 
Richard, he was anointed with it in all the forms i 
at the fame time declaring, that he afcended the 
throne by the right of conqueft, the refignation 
of Richard in his favour, and as the moft dire£t 
defcendant of Henry the third, king of England. 
Thefe w^re the formalities made ufe of to hide 
his ambition, or perhaps quiet his own fears; for 
the heir of the houfe of Mortimer, who bad in 
the late reign been declared in parliament the true 
heir of the crown, was fiill alive, although yet 
but a boy of feven years of age. Him Henry de- 
tained, together with his younger brother, in an 
honourable cuftody, at Windfor caftle. 

But notwithftanding thefe precautions for his 
fecurity, Henry foon found that the throne of an 
ufurper is even abed of tborasi "Such violent ani- 

moiities 
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mofitfcs broke out among the baron?, in the firft 
feffion of his 'pariiament, ' th^t- forty challenges 
Were given and received, and forty gauntlets 
thrown down, as pledges of the fincerity of their 
rcfentment. But though thefe commotfons were 
feemingly fupprcfled by his moderation for that 
time, yet they foon broke out intc rebellion ; and 
a con fpi racy was fet on foot for feizing Henry at 
Wind for, and replacing Richard on the throne, who 
was fuppofed to be yet alive. This p}ot was fct' 
on foot by the earls of Rutland, Kent, Hunting- 
ton, and lord Spencer, whom Henry had degraded 
from fuperior titles, conferred upon them by the 
late king. The paNiculars of their fchemewert 
committed to writing, anfd each of the confede- 
rates had B, copy figned bj^ all the reft. Among* 
the number of thefe, the duke of Aumerte was 
bne, furnifhed with a paper, which he unfortu- 
nately dropt out of his bbfom, as he was fitting 
one day at dinrier with his father, the duke of 
York. The father perceiving fomething fall> 
privately took it up, and to his great aftoniibment 
iifeovered'the contents, vv^hich he refolved, with 
all diligence, tO\difcover to the king, and accord- 
ingly rdde oflF with the utmoft expedition toWirid- 
for, where the court refided at that jun6ture. In 
the meanxim^, the Ton finding the fad mifchance 
. that happened, and gueffing the caufe of his fa- 
ther's expedition, was refolved, if poffible, to 
prevent his information; and haftening by a fliorter 
way, difcovercd the whole to the king, and ob- 
tained the royal pardon before his father could ar-' 
rive, who comiiig foon after, produced the pa^er, 
with the names of the confpirators. 

In the mean time, while Henry employed the 
moft vigorous efforts todifpel the fifing ftorm, the 
confpirators, finding their firft intentions, fruftraced,* 

dreffcd 
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drefl^d up one of the late kmg's fervants, nained 
Mau^fin, in royal jobes^ .giving^ out that he vs^m 
t|ie depoied monarch, wUom tbey. had pkken from 
his prifon, and were willing to replace on the 
throne.. Pity U ^ paffion for whjph the Englifli 
have evec been remarkabk; majefty in. diitreft 
was an. obje^.iUjfficiqfit, at once, to excite their 
Ipyalt'y. ;|nd cog^paffioni and they; accordingly 
floclced i^ gre3C:number$ round the Ai^ndard of ithier 
qptifpirator^. Their army foon be^cam^ cooiidef^ 
able, and encamped near Cirpncefter) wtiile the 
ltsKler» took up their headr^uarters. wit^AI) ,the 
oity \ yet Xb carelefs or inesq>erienced .were they^ 
t^a.t thiey . n^le^tedto place proper guards at thef 
gates .i^nd the avenj^esfof the; p^i^ce. ..This wair 
C|uick;iy perceived by thei oiayor of the ^omiriH viMPkOi 
W9ii9; t^^intereftif of the kingi ^bi^madftr^M^ 
afTembljugfour :hux)dr.edrn>enjn th^ nigh^r >«cur<d> 
tiie gates> fo as to exclude . the army encampe^i 
without^ and ;hen he attacked the chieJFs within^ 
7<*h9 esfits of ii^ent ^nd S^lifbury were cak'en^ af^' 
t^ M obAinatjC fefiftance^r and b^e^ded on the 
fpot by the mayor's ord^r* T,he;earls>of Huntiiig^t 
toil) and lord Spenfer,, efcapedpver tbetopsof the. 
houfes into the camp^ in hopes of forming the* 
tpwn at the head of their forces \ but they quick- 
ly had Che. mortification to find the tents and bag* 
gage abandoned )by the foldiers, whp, upon hear- 
ing the noife anct . tumuk wit;bin» hfad. concluded, 
t^ia*ia.ip2^rtj^j of thjeii king's ;arfny had.e^nter^d prir: 
vajtely tp ftrengthen the tovmrnien ;^«nd'.under ih^ 
conviction of thisjirt^y. fte^i with. the. rUtffiioft pr«^ 
9pjtatiQ|lA . ..:>.•" ^1 \, f: 1 • ■ I 

The two lordss per<:eiying .that all hope was 
py^r, endfeaveuwd tpi cpnc^al, tbemfelves fcparate- 
ly^S t>Ht. tkey: were {fioOn* after: t^ikeny and. ioit their 
Ivjads upon .the ;fcaffol^,:by^.rhetopg'?'Qwa,ort 
Theirdeaths were foon after followed by thole of 

Sir 
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Sir Thomas Blount, and Sir Benedict Sely ; and 
when the quarters of thefe unhappy men were 
brought to London, no lefs than eighteen biihops, 
and thirty-four mitred abbots, joined the popu« 
lace, and met them with the moft indecent marks 
of joy and exultation. In this (hoclcing proceflton. 
was feen the earl of Rutland carrying the head of 
lord Spencer, his brother-in-law, in triumph, af*. 
ter having betrayed him. This mifcreant had been 
long enured to blood and treachery : he was in^ 
ftrumental in the murder of his uncle, the duke 
of Gloucefter, to pleafe Richard j he foon after 
defer ted the fallen fortunes of that monarch, and 
joined with Henry } not long after, he entered 
into a confpiracjr againft this monarch, after hav- 
ing fworn allegiance to him, and noW) at laft, 
betrayed thofe very aiToctatea whom he had fe-.. 
duced into this enterprise, carrying in triumph 
the marks of his execrable villanies. 

But the fuppreffion of a fingle rebellion was not 
fufHcient to give quiet to a kmgdom, threatened 
with foreign invafion, and torn by intefline dif* 
consents. The king, of France had aAually raifed 
a .vaft armament to invade England i but a truce 
was foon- afier concluded for eigh^ and twenty 
years; and it was agreed « that queen ifabel, who 
had been married to Richard, but whofe marriage 
had never been confummated, (hould return to 
France, her native country. The Scotqh, fliortly 
after, began to reriew their, antient difturbances j 
and while the Englifh army marched northward 
to opppfe their incurnons, the Welcjh, on the 
other fide under the condudof Owen Glendour, . 
attacked the kingdom upon the defencelefs quar- 
ter. Many were the petty vi<Siories, gained, and 
the ravages committed on either part i,n this cori- ; 
teft. The name of Owen Glendour jsrefpe6ie<} 
. ! ' among 
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among his CQuntrymen to this very day j but as all 
his conquefts procured no lafting advantage, and 
as all his viftories only terminated in fame, they 
are fcarce worth a place in the page of hiftory. It 
will be fufficient to obferve, that whatever ho- 
nour the Engliib loft on the fide of Wales, they 
gained an equivalent on that of Scotland; the 
Welch maintained their ground although their 
chieftain, Glendour, was taken prifoner, while 
the Scotch ftill fled before the Englifh, and would 
neither fubmit, nor yet give them battle. 

It was in a fkirmifti between the ScoCbb and 
. T^ the Englifh,* that Archibald, earl of 
• ' Douglafs, with many of the Scotch no- 
'^* biUty, were taken prifoners by the earl 
of Northumberland, and carried to Alnwick caftle. 
This fuccefs was confidered atfirft as of fignal ad- 
vantage ; but it was foon attended with confe- 
quences that were fetal to the vigors. When 
Henry received intelligence of this victory, he fent 
the earl orders not to ranfom his prifoners, as he 
intended to detain them, in order to cncreafe his 
demands, in making peace with Scotland. This 
meiTage was highly refented by the carl of Nor- 
thumberland, who, by the laws of war that pre- 
vailed in that age, had a right to the ranfom of all 
4uch as he had taken in battle. The command 
was ftill more irkfome, as he confidered the king 
as his debtor, both for fecurity and his crown. 
Indeed, the obligations which Henry owed him, 
were of a nature the moft likely to prduce ingra- 
titude on the one fide, and difcontent on the 
other. The prince naturally became jealous of 
that power which had advanced him to the throne; 
and the fubje<St thought htmfelf entitled to every 
fevour the crown had to beftow. Not but that 
Henry bad already conferred the btgheft honours 

upon 
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upon him ; he had made him conftable of the 
kingdom, and given him feveral other employ- 
ments; but nothing could fatisfy this nobleman's 
ambition, while the king had any thing left to 
give. Accordingly, ftung with this fuppofed in- 

t'urv, he refolved to overturn a throne which he 
lad the chief hand in eftablilhing. A fcheme 
was laid, in which the Scotch and Welfli were to 
unite their forces, and to affift Northumberland in 
elevating Mortimer, as the true heir to the crown 
of England. When all things were prepared for 
the intended infurred^ion, the eafl had the morti- 
fication to find himfelf unable to lead on the 
troops, being feized with a fudden illnefs at Ber- 
wick» But the want of his prefence was wdl fup- 
plied by his Ton Harry Percy, furnamed Hotfpur^ 
who took the command of the troops, and march- 
ed them towards Shrewfbury, in order to join his 
forces with thofe of Glendour, who, fome time 
before, had been exchanged from prifon, arid had 
now advanced with his forces as far as Shropfhire. 
Upon the junction of thefe.two armies, they4)ub- 
lifhed a manifedo, which aggravated their real 
grievances, and invented more. In the mean time, 
Henry, who had received no intelligence of their 
defigns, was at firfl greatly furprifed at the news 
of this rebellion. But fortune feemed to befriend 
him on this occafion ; he had a fmall army in 
readinefs, which he had intended againft the 
Scotch, and knowing the importance of difpateh 
againft fuch aclive enemies, he inflantly hurried 
down to Shrewfbury, that he might give the re- 
bels battle. 

Upon the approach of the two armies, both 
fides feemed willing to give a colour to their caufe, 
by fhewing a dpfire or reconciliation ; but when 
they came to open their mutual demands, the 

treaty 
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ti'eaty was turned Into abufe ztid recrimination. 
On- one fide was objeAed rebellion and ingrati- 
tude i on the other tyranny and ufurpation. The 
two armies were pretty nearly equah» each con- 
fifting of* about twelve thoufand men ; the animo- 
fity on both fides was' Inflamed to the higheft pitch ; 
and lio prudence nor military flrill could determine- 
on which fide the viStory might incline. Accord- 
ingly, a very bloody engagement enfijed, in which, 
the generals' on both fides exerted themfelves with 
great bravery. Henry was feen everj where in 
the thickeft of the fight; while his valiant fon, 
who was afterwards the renowned conqueror of 
France, fought by his fide, and, though wounded 
'in the face by an arrow^ fiill kept the field, and 
performed aftonifhing siSts of valour. On the 
other fide, the daring Hotfpur fupported that re- 
nown, which he had acquired in fo many bloody 
engagements, and every where fought out the 
king as a noble objedl of his indignation. At laft, 
however, his death, from an unknown han^, de- 
cided the vidlory ; and the fortune of Henry once 
more prevailed.* On that bloody day, it is faid 
that no lefs than two thoufand three hundred gen- 
tlemen were fiain, and about fix thoufand private 
men, of whom two thirds were of Hotfpur's army. 
While this furious tranfa£tion was going for- 
ward, NorthumberlancJ, who was lately recover- 
ed from his indifpofiiion, was advancing with a 
body of troops to reinforce the army of the male- 
contents, and take upon him the command. But 
hearing by the way of his fon's and his brother's 
misfortune, he difmifleU his troops, not daring to 
keep the field with fo fmaW a force, before an ar- 
my fuperior in number, and .fluflied with recent 
victory. The earl, therefore, for a while at- 
tempted to find fafety by flight, but at laft being 

prefled 
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prcfflbd by hFs piirfucrs, and£nding hlmfelt totally 
^without refource, he chbfe' rather to throw hi'm'- 
felf upon the king's mercy, than lead a preca- 
rious^and indigent life in exile. Upon his appear- 
ing before Henry, at York, he pretended that his ■ 
folc intention' in arming was to medinte between 
the two parties ; and this,^though l^ut . a very 
weak apcjlogy, feemed to fa'tisfy the kin^. Nor- 
thumberland, therefore, received a pardon ; Hen- 
ry probably, thinking that he was fufficiently pu- 
ni(hed by the lofs of his army, and tjbe jdeath of 
his favourite fon. 

But the extinft.ion of one rebellion only feemed 
'to give rife to another.* iTne arcbbifliop of York, 
who had been promoted during the late reign, 
entered into a confederacy with ihc earl of Not- 
'^tingham, and the earl of Northumberland, who 
had been fo lately'pardonedj to dethrone the king, 
and fet voung Mortimer in his place. Had th^ 
forces of thele infurgents co-operated with thofe 
;that were fo lately overthrown, it is poflible they 
* might have overpowered any body of men, which 
the king could bring into the field ; but they be- 
'gan tneir operations jijft" when their confederates' 
were defeated. This powerful combination, how- 
~,ever, took tht field and publifhed a m^anifefto; in, 
which they reproached Henry with ufurpation, 
tyranny, and murder; they required that the 
right line fhould be reftored, and all grievances 
'redrefltd. The earl of Weftmoreland, who had 
been fcrtt again ft them with a very inferior force, 
demanded a conference, to which they readily 
con fen ted. '1 he chiefs, on each fide, met at 
Skipton, near York, and in the prefence of both 
krmies, entered upon thie fubjecl of their grie- 
vances and complamts. The arcbbifliop loudly 
cileplored the nation's injuries and his own ; the 
earl of Shrewsbury, not only allowed the juftice 

of 
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of his remonftranceS) ;but begged of him to pro- 
pofe the remedies, Tl)c archSilhop^ entered up- 
on many ftipixlations, and the earl granted them 
all. He now, therefore, entreated that fince 
they had nothing more to afk or to fear, that they 
would difmifs their forces, and truft to his honour 
for the reff* His fpecious promifes, and plaufible 
manners, led them to' their ruin. The infurgertts 
immediately difbanded their troops, while he gave 
j^ Y\ Pfi^^te orders that his own army &ould 
. * * not difperfe till further notice; and thus 
^ ^^ having dFfqualified them for defence, in- 
ftantly feizing upon the archbifliop, and the carl 
of Northampton, he carried them to the king. 
The form of a trial was a very unneteffary cere- 
mony, to men whofe fate was predetermined j the 
archbifliop of York was the firft prelate who was 
capitally punifhed in England, the earl of Not- 
tingham (hared the fame fate, and the carl of 
Northumberland fourd fafety by flying into Scot- 
land 5 but he was flain a year or two after, in an 
incurfion, by Sir Thomas Rokefby, flierifF of 
Yorkfhire. .. — 

Such advantages feemed to promife the country, 
long torn with fa6lions, and threatened with in- 
vafions, fome degree of repofe; but a new cala- 
mity now began to appear, which, though fmall 
in the beginning, became in the courfe of ages, 
attended with moft dreadful efFeds. Since Wick- 
lifF had publiftied his opinions, in the laft reign, 
his doctrines met with fo many partizans, that the 
clergy began to tremble for their irifluence over 
the minds of the people. They, therefore, ufed 
all. their inteieft to bring, the king over to their 
party ; rwho had more than once, in former times, 
declared hia^felf in favour of the new do<Slrines. 

But 
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But at prefent, as' fife was conlcious of the weak- 
mf»df fris title to the crown, he was refolvcd to 
mate ufe' of every fupport to eoA^rm his prcten- 
jfiontr; jtni, 2Miong Others, that offered Bim by 
fhecFergy, was by no rwearretobe thought (light- 
ly of. He, therefore, feertied (o liften with great 
earrneftiYefs Co tfieir comptaints j and took an occa- 
fmft td 6\re3t hrs parliadnent to «lend to the con- 
ferVation of the churefr, which he aflerted was 
then in daiigcr. How refudlant foever the houfc 
of commons might be, to perfecute a feiSt, whofe 
Critneat any rate was bat error, the credit of the 
court, amf the cabals of* the clergy, at Fad ob- 
tamed an ^ f&r the burning obftinate heretics. 
Thrs ftatute was no fooner pafled than the clergy 
fefblved to fhewthat it Was it^t hung out as an 
empty terror, , but that it would be urged with all 
ttie force of which it was capable. William Saw^ 
trt, a foBower of Wickliff, and reiftor of St. 
Ofithe's, London, had been condemned by the 
cronvocatfon of Canterbury ; and was foon after 
trurn^d alive, by virtue or the king's writ, deli^ 
vered to the mayor of London. This was the 
firft man that fuff^red death in England for the 
fake of rcl/giort ; but tbe fires once kin<ned, wcr^ 
nrot likely fo be foort extinguifhed, as the clergy 
had the power of continuing the flame. They 
eafi?y perceived, that a power of burning their 
enemies would revive that (hare of temporal pow- 
er, which they had poflefled fome centuries bcr 
fore; and in this they were not u:iftaken.>They 
thus again renewed their priffine authority, but 
uptjriF very different grounds ; for as in the Saxoit 
time^ they fixed their power upon the affefttons^ 
fo they rto'w founded it upon the terrors of the 
people. 

Vol. II. F By' 
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By thefe means Henry feemed to furmount all 
Fiis troiibles ; and the calm, which was thus pro- 
duced, was employed by him in endeavours to ac- 
quire popularity,, which he had loft by the fcvc- 
jities exercifed during the preceding part of his 

A D ""^'S"* ^^^ ^^^^ reafon, he often 43cr- 
mitted the houfedf commons to ai&me 
4- 7* powers, which had not been ufuiily ex- 
ercifed by their jpredeceflbrs. In the fixth y^ear 
of his reign, when they voted him the ftipplies, 
they appointed treafurers of their own, to ice the 
money difhurfed for the purpofes intended; and 
required them to deliver in their accounts to the 
houfe. They propofcd thirty very important ar- 
ticles for the government of the king's boulhold ; 
and on the whole, preferved their privileges and 
fieedoms more entire^ during his reign, than that 
of any of his predeceiTors. But while the king 
thus laboured, not without fucceff, to retrieve the 
feputation he had loft, his fon Henry, prince of 
Wales, teemed equally bent on incurring the pub- 
lic averfion. He became notorious for all kinds 
of debauchery ; and ever chofe to be furrounded 
f>y a fet ofwrttches, who took pride in commit- 
ting ihi moft illegal adls, with the prince at their 
head. The king was not a little mortified at this 
degeneracy in his ddeft fon, who feemed entirely 
forgetful of his Ration, although he had already 
(Exhibited repeated proofs of his .valour, condufi 
and otneiofity. Such were the excelFcs into which 
he ran, that one of Jiis diflblute companions hav- 
ir.g been broughf to trial before Sir William Gaf- 
coigne, chief juftice of the king's bench, for 
fome mifdemeanor, the prince was fo exafpe- 
ratcd at the iftue of the trial, that be ftruck the 
judge in open court. The venerable magillrate, 

. who 
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Who knewTv the reverence- thatc'tvis due to his (la- 
lion, behaved' with a dignity that became his office, 
and immediately ordered the prince to b^ committed 
to prifon. When this tran(adion was reported to 
the king, who was an excellent judge of mankind, 
hecould not help exclaiming in a tranfpoft} '^ Happy 
** is the kingy that has a magtftrate endowed with 
^* Courage to execute the law upon fuch an oiFendei ; 
^' ftili more happy in having a Ton, willing to fub- 
*^ mit to iuch a chaftifement.- This, in fadt, is 
04|| of the iirft great inftances we read in the Kn^- 
lim hiftory, of a magiftrate doing judice in oppoii- 
tion to power; iince^ upon many former occaiions, 
tve find the judges only miniftcrs of Toyal caprice. 
Henry, whofe heakh had for fome time been 
declining, did not long out-live this tranfadton. 
He was fubjed.to fits, which, bereaved him, for 
fome time, of his fenfes ; and which, at la{h, 
brought on the near approach of death at Weft- 
minfter. As his conftitucion decayed, his fears of 
Ipfing the crown redoubled, even to a childKh 
anxiety. He could not be perfuaded to fleep, un- 
kfs the royal diadem were laid upon his pjIlow» 
He relblved to take the crofs, and fight the caufe 
of the pilgrims to Jerufaiem ; and even imparted 
his deiign lo a great council, demanding their 
opinions relative to his intended journey : but 
his diforder encreafing to a violent degree, he 
wa3 obliged to lay afide his fcheme, and to 
prepare for a journey of much greater import- 
ance* In this fituation, as he was one day in 
a violent paroxyfm, the prince of Wales took 
up the crown and carried it away ; but the king 
foon after recovering his fenfes, and miffing the 
crown^ demanded what was become of it? Be. 
. : F 2 ing 
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iiTg informed that- the {Mrince of Wales) hoKl carrfMf 
b off : » What! bAia the kijiig^ Would he ro1> m<^ 
«< of m}( . right before; mv death ?^' But dM 
prifsce jifft then entering mt room, aflnrcd b^ 
father^ that he Had no fuch; moliives in wlsui 
he hfldldone^ went: and rep]aced< the.cj»wn wher<^ 
he bad found it;; and haying: received- his hth»t*i 
hIeSfig, dutifully retired. The king was taketf 
with ha» laft fit, while he was at his devotiont be- 
fore the flirine of St^ Edward; i^he confeflbis it( 
Weftminftcr Abbey, and from thence he t#sp 
carried to the Jerufalem Chamber.. When he had 
recovered from his fwooin, percetv^ing himfelfin^at 
fltahge places, he defiredtokdow wher^ he was, and 
if the s^rtment had any pairdcular naniar: being 
infecmed that it was called the Jerufaleni Cbamb^ 
he faid,. that he then pereeived the prapbecy was 
fulfilled, which' declared that he ihotsUi die ill 
.Jerufalem. Thus ikying, and recommending^ his 
ihul to his Maker ;. he foon after expired, in the 
ftirty-fixth jrear of his age,, and 0he fourteenth ^ol 
his reign. 

If vn^ conitdec this monarch, on one fide of 
his* character, he will appear an objed worthy 
l^ie highefl applaufe ; if on the other, of ouP 
warmeft indignation* As a man, he was valiant, 
prudent, cool, and fagaciousi Thcfe virtues 
adorned him in his private charafter; nor did 
his vices appear, till ambition brought him with* 
in fight of a throne ', it. was then that he waS 
difcovered to be unjuft, cruel, gloomy, and ty-^ 
rannica] -, smd though his reign contributed much 
to the happinrfs of his fubjeds, yet it was en- 
tirely deftfufl:ive- of his own.« -He was^ twice 
married ; by his firfl wife,. Mary de Bohun^ ^ 

had 
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had four Tons, Henry, his fucceflbr, Thomas duke 
of Clarence, John duke of Bedford, Humphry 
duke of Glouceftor, and two ^iJaughters. By his 
iecond wife he had no iflue. 
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CHAP. XVli. 
HENRY V. 



H E death of Henry IV. gave the people but 
A D ^^^^ '*^^^^ concern, as he had always go- 
* * vcrned them rather by their fears than 
'^ ' their afFe^ions. But the rejoicings made 
for the fucceffion t^f his Ton, notwithftanding his 
extravagancies, were manifeft and fmcere. In the 
very height and madnefs of the revel, he would 
often give inftances of the noblett difpofition ; and 
tho' he did not pradife the virtues of temperance, 
he always (hewed that he efteemed them. But it 
was his courage which in that martial age chiefly 
won the people's aiFedionand applaufe. Courage, 
and fuperftition, then made up the whole fyftem of 
human duty; nor had the age any other idea of 
beroifm, but what was the refult of this combi- 
nation. 

The firft fleps taken by the young king con- 
firmed all thoie prepoiTemons entertained in his 
favour. He called together his former Compani- 
ons, acquainted them with his intended refor- 
mation; exhorted them to follow his example; and 
thus difmiflVd them from his prcfence, allowing 
them a competency to fubfift upon, till he faw 
them worthy of further promotion. The faithful 
miniftcrs of his father, at firft, indeed, began to 
tremble for their former juftice, in the admini- 
ftrarion of their duty; but he foon eafcd them of 
their fears, by taking them into his friendfhip and 
confidence. Sir William Gafcoigne, who thought 
himfeJf the moft obnoxious, met with praifes in- 
. ( ^ H ftcad 
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fiead of reproaches, and was exhorted to perfc- 
yere in the fame rigorous and impartial execution 
of juftice. 

But Henry did not flop here; he (hewed hlm- 
fclf willing to corre<S^, not only his own private 
errors, but thofe of the former reign. He ex- 
prefled the deepeft forrow for the fate of the un- 
happy Richard, and ordered his funeral obfequles 
to be performed with royal folemnity. He feem- 
ed ambitious to bury all party-diftin<^ions in obli- 
yion,^ the good men of either party were only 
dear to him ; and the bad« vainly alleged their 
loyalty as an extenuation of their vices. Ths' 
exhortations, as well as the example of the prince, 
gave encouragement to virtue ; all^ parties were 
equally attached to fo jufta prince, and the defe£bs 
of his title were forgot, amidft theluftre of his ad- 
mirable qualities. 

In this manner, tire- people Teemed happy in 
their new king; but it is not in tbe powrror* m-«n 
toraife himfdf entirely above the prejndicesoF t t 
age in which he lives,, or to cor redi* thofe abufcs, 
which often employ the fagacity of whole centum 
rics ta difcover. The vices of the clergy hafl 
drawn upon them the contempt and deteftation of 
the people ji but they were refolved to continue 
their ancient power, not by reforming themfelvcf, 
but by perfecting thofe who oppofed them. The 
herefy of Wickliff, or Lollard ifm, as it was calU 
cd, began, to fpread every day more and more,, 
'while it received anew luftrc from the proieSion 
and preaching of sir John OWcaftle, baron of 
Cobham, who«had been one of the king's domef^ 
tics, and ftood high in his favour. His chara6ierj 
both for civil and military excellence* pointed hrm 
out to Arundel, archbifhop of Canterbury, as the 
proper vidim of ecclefiaft<cal vengeance ; and he 
F 4. • ap_plkd 
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jipplied to the king for ff^miBoa to mdi& Uv4^ 
Cobham, as^ a mticreaot guilty of the mo& atrp^ 
cious hercfy. But the generous nature pf tb^ 
prince was averfe to fuch (aoguinarv methods of 
converfioQ ; and he beeged [eave fim to he per*- 
jnitted to try what cfkh the arts of reafon w4 
perfuafion would prcdjuce upon thi^ hoid lender 49f 
hisfe<5^« He rccordingly deiired a private coofis^ 
xencc with lord Cobham ; but hie fom^d that no- 
bleoian obdinate m his opinions, ai;id jdetermixie4 
rather to part with life, than what he believed 
upon conviction. I'he king, .therefore, jBjidiog 
h4m immoveable, gave him up toihe fury of bis 
enemies. Perfecution ever propagates thoie erro^^ 
which it ainas at aboli(hing» The primate aidi&e4 
lord Cobham 3 and with the affiftance of his (uU 
fragans, condonned him as 'an heretic to be burot 
alive. Cobham, however, efcaping from the 
Tower, in which he was confined, the da^ before 
his execution, priyately went among his party | 
and ftimulating their ;&ea], led them vp to I^on- 
con, to take a figoal revenge of his eACQues. But 
the king, gpprifed of hi£ intentions, prjdr'ed thax 
the city -gates ihould be fliujti and coming by n^gl^ 
with bis guards into St. Gile's fields, felzed Cuch - 
of the cantTparators as s^peared, .aii<i afiterwafd# 
jaid hold of feveral parties that were hailening tQ 
the apioi-nted place. Some of tbpie wei^ exe«- 
CiUted^ but the gfe^ter OAimber pardoned. Cob^ 
ham himArlf tound means of efcapjug fior tha^ 
time J but he was taken about four years after ^ 
and never did the cruelty .of man inv^otf or cximeiS 
draw down, Xucb {orjiiieu.t$ as !he iwas made 10 en* 
dure.. He was hung up widi a chain by the mid* 
dl^ ; and .thus ait a Aow fue b«ijned, or rather .r0a,fi* 
cd, alive* , . 

Such fye£ts^lfs 9s the(e. mufi inat^rally 4s:i^clu 
ili dj/guft of the pfofi^e, not only againft the 

clergy. 
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clefgy, but the government kftif. Hentv, to tivh 
tiheir miivls from iuch iiide^s foenes, reiolved to 
take the advantage of the tsouUesoi which France 
msL% 3t Azt time engaged, and pur&e the advice of 
bis dy i w father, who gave it as l»isSaft inftrudion?, 
that he fiiould employ his {utijeds in foreign ex- 
peditions, and thus give idj the reAlefs fpirivs oc- 
cupaition for their inquietude.. Chairies the fifth, 
whp.was then king of France, was fubjeft to frc- 

J[uent fits of lunacv, which totally difqua^lifiedhim 
iwn reigning. Ourii^ the paroxyfms of his dif- 
^eafe, the ambition of his vaflajs and courtiers had 
room for exertion ; atid they grew powetf ui from 
their fovereign's weaknefs. The adminrflration 
of affarrs was difputed between his brother Lewis 
«Suke of Orleans, and his coufin-german^ John 
4iuke of Burgundy. Kabella, his queen, alfo had 
iier party j and the king vafn I y attempted. to fe- 
cufe one alfo in his fai^our. Each of ttefe, as 
<hcy happened to prevail, branded their captives 
with the name of traitors ; and the gibbets w^ie 
at-oncebung with the bodies of the accuffed and 
die accufors. Thif, therefore, was thought by 
Henry a favourable opportunity to recover from 
France, thofe grants, that had been forifnerly gtven 
Aip by treaty. But prevtoufly, to give his intended 
expedition the appearaii^ce of juAice, hefentover 
ambaffadors to Paris, offering a perpetual peace 
and alliance, on condition of being put in pdfTeiTion 
of all thofe provinceSa which had been r^viflied 
from nhe Kngiifh during the former reign, and of 
efpoufing Catharine, the French king's daughter, 
in marriag<*, with a fuitable dowry. Though the 
French court was at tfois time extremely avcrfe to 
war, yet theexorbitance of thefe demands could not 
be icompdied with -, and tienry very probably made 
F5 them 
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thenrjn hope^ of a Senial. He therefore aflr^mblej 
a great fieec and army at Southampton ; aod.having 
aliurtd all the military men of the kingdom to at- 
tend him, from the hopes of conqueft, he put to 
i'ca, and landed at Harfleur; at the head of an 
army of fix thbufand men. of arms, and twenty 
four thoufand foot, mofl I y archers. 

His firit operations were upon Harfleur ; which 
being preiTed hard, promifed at a certain <i^y- to 
furrender, unlcfs relieved before that time. The 
day arriving, and the garrifon, unmindful of therr 
engagement, flill rejolving to defend the place, 
Htrnry ordered an afiault to be made^ took the 
town by ftorm, and put all the garrifon to the 
fword. , From thence, the vi£lor advanced far- 
ther into the country, which had been already 
ren('ere4 defolate by factions, and which he now 
rtotaiJy laid wafie. But although the enemy made 
but a feeble refiftance, yet the climate feemed 
to fight againft the Englifh ; a contagious dyfen- 
tery carrying off three parts of Henry's army. In 
fuch a utuation he had recourfe to an expedient 
common enough in that barbarous age, to iofpire 
his troops with confidence in their general. He 
challenged the dauphin, who commanded in the 
i'iench army, to fmgle combat, offering to flake 
his pretenfions on the event. This challenge, as 
might naturally be expected, was rejecSted^ and 
the French, though difagreeii)g internally, at lafl 
feemed to unite, at the appearance of the common 
danger. A numerous. army of fourteen thoufand 
men at arms, and forty thoufand foot, was by this 
tiine aflembled, under the command of count 
Albert ; and was now placed to intercept Henry's 
weakened forces on their return. The Englifh 
monarch, when it was too. late, began to repeat 
oi his rafh inroad into a country, where difeafe, 

and 
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and a powerful army, everywhere threatened de- 
ftruAion j he therefore began to thinlc of retiring 
into Calais. In this retreat, which wa<4 at once 
both painful and dangerous, H<fnny took every 
precaution to infpire his troops with patience and 
perfeverance ; and (hewed them in his own :per- 
fon the brightefl: example of: fortitude and refigha-r 
tion. He was continually harafied on bis march^i 
by flying parties of the enemy ;..and when ever h« 
attempted to pafs th^ river Somme, over which hit 
march lay, he fa w troops, on the other fide, ready 
tooppofe his pafTage. However, he was fo fortu^ 
nate as to feiz« by furprize a paflage ncarSt. Quin*- 
tin, which had not been fuf&cienSy guarded ; and 
there he fafely carried over his army. 

But the enemy was ftiU rcfolved to intfrrcept his 
retreat j.and after he had paffed the fmall rtven of 
Tertrais at Blangi, he was furprifed to obferve 
from the heights,, the whole French armv drawn 
upin the plains of Agincourt; and fo ported,' that 
it was impoflible for. him to proceed on his march 
without coming. to an engagement. No fituation 
could be naore unfavourable than that in which 
he then found himfelf. His army was wafted 
withdifeafe ; the foldiers fpirits worn down with 
fatigue, deftitutc of provifions,. and difcouraged 
by their retreat. Their whole body amounted 
but to nine thoufand men ; and thefe were to fuf- 
tainthe ftiock of an enemy near ten times 4heir 
number, headed by expert generals, and plenti^ 
fully fupplied with provifions. This difparity, 
as it deprefled the Englilh, fo it raifed the courage 
of the French in proportion ; and fo confident 
were they of fuccefs^ that they began to treat for 
the ranfom of their prifoners. Henry, on the other 
hand, though fenfible of his extreme danger, did • 
liot omitany circumftance that could affift'his fi- 
tuation. As the enemy were fo much . fup^rior, , 

he- 
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he4[r6wup lii^ trtny oti a nirrpw ground ^iween 
two v^oo4s, whrch guarded each Aaxik ; and tie 
patiently tujfc&^d^ in that pofok>n, the attack «f 
ttie eneony. Tiie coofta^ie of France was 4t the 
head 4>f one army ; aVKl Henry hmfeif, with Ed- 
ward duke of York) coNAinaiided che other. For 
a time bcych artnie^, as ifafjaid totegin, kept fr* 
Ic4it]^y gadlngateach mber, r>either hiring wi4]mg 
t^ break rheir ranks 1»y making the onfet « which 
Henry ferce^vtng, with a chearfid coynienance 
cried out) ^* My friends, ^nceth^ wiU «<ic 'be« 
^^ gin, it it -ourB to (et them the example ^, oome 
*♦ en, and the Blefled Trinity he our prcueflion/'' 
Upon this the whote army 4et forward with a 
fhcut, while the French iHll continued to wait 
•their approach with intrepWity. The -hng^iih 
archers, who had lone; been famous for their great 
ikill, iirft let fly a mower of arrows three feet 
iang., which did great execution. The French 
cavalry advancing to Tepcl thefe, two htindned 
bow-men, who lay till ^hen concealed, rififvg on 
<a fuddcn, let fly among them, and produced fuch 
!a confafion, that the archers threw hy their ar* 
rows, apd ruftiing in, fell upon them fword in 
hand. The French at firft repulfed the aflfai^anrs, 
who were enfeebled ^by difeafe^ {>ut they foon 
made up the defcd by their valour \ and refolv- 
ing to conquer or die, burft in upon the enemy 
wfth fuch impeiuofity, that the French were foon 
obliged to give way. 

In tlve mean ti«ie a hody of Engliih horfe, 
which had been concealed in a neighbouring wood, 
rufhing out, flanked the French infantry, and a 
general diforder began toenfue. The firft line of 
the enemy beiw'g r-outed, the fecond lin^ began to 
march up to intorrU'j)t the progreft of the viftory. 
henry, dierefore, alighting from his horfe, pre- 
fented himfelf to tlie e'liemy with an undaunted 

counteijance; 
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O0oittexiflnce } mi at the head of his tndn Coogbc 
on Ifboc, encoaragfing foaie, iand afliftrng ocb6r«. 
Etflfatten Freocb cavalietc, who were v&lrcd -to 
kda him, «or die in che aaempt, rufting fnm «be 
r»k« together, jstdvanoed $ ^md one tjf them 'ftun- 
ned the 4ctiig with a blow of hts ha<rcle-ax* T^y 
then feUmpiBi Mm in a -body ; and 3ie ttras ^tpon 
the>pQii«t<of ifxddng ander their blows, when Oa- 
vid GiavH a valiant Welihnian, a^dtri by tnw 43f( 
bisioovn^ymen, came iup to Dhe Icing's afiftance, 
»mi iboQ turned the atiteatian of <lh<e a^ilantsfi-om 
the kiogtoifaemfeli'es, till tatiength heing ofier«* 
pemere^j they lell dead atliisibec. Henry lfiad\ 
by fbb time recovened lits feiifes ^ aiyd frejh uroops* 
advancing to Ms reiki, the eighteen French cava« 
Hers were flain ; upon which he knighted the 
Wd&men, w<ho had fo valiantly fallen in hife 
dcrfence. The heat of the engagement Aill ui- 
c4«afiog,- Henry's ixiurage feemed altfo to m*- 
cnsafe, and the moft dangerous £tuati6n was 
where iie fought in per^n : hrs brother, who was 
flunned by a Slow, feU at his fcet ; and while the 
king was <piou(ly endeavouring to fiiccour him, he 
received another blowhrmfeif, which thfew him 
apon his knees. But he foon recovered ; and lead- 
ing on his troops with frefii ardour, they rynhead* 
long upon the enemy ; and put them into fuch 
diforder, that their leaders coi^ld never after l)nng 
them to the charge. The dtfkeof Alen^on,- who 
commanded the fecond li^ne, feeing it fly, refolved 
by one defperate flrolte, to netrieve the fortune of 
the day, or fall in the attempt. Wherefore run- 
ning up to Henry, and at the fame time crymg 
aloud, that he was the duke of Alen^on, he dif- 
charged fuch a blow on his head, that it carried 
off a part of 4he king's helmet y while, in the 
mean time, Henry not having been able to ward 
off the blow, returned it, hy ftrikingthe 4uke to 

the 
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the ground, and he was foon killed by the fbr-^' 
rounding crowd ; all the lung's efforts to fave him 
proving inefFefkial. In. this manner, the French, 
were overthrowo< in every part of the field i their 
numhery being crowded into a very narrow fpace,. 
were incapable of either flying> or making any re - 
fiftance;; fo that they covered the ground- with- 
heaps of flain. After all appearance of oppofition- 
was over, the Englifb' had^ leifure to make priibn- 
ers ; and having, advanced with uninterrupted fuc- 
cefs to the open plain^: they there faw the remains 
of the French rear-guard, which ftill maintained a^ 
{hew of oppofition. At the fame time was heard 
an alarnl from behind, which proceeded from a. 
number of peafants who had fallen upon the £ng^ 
liih baggage, and were putting thofe who guarded 
it to the fword. Henry, now feeing the enemy on 
all fides of him, began to entertain- apprehenfions: 
from.hisprifoners, the number of whom exceeded 
even that of his army. He thought it neceflary,. 
therefore, to iifue general orders for putting them 
to death ; but on the difcovery pf the certainty of 
his vidlory,. he flopped the flaughter, iH.d was ilill 
able torfave a great number. This fe verity tar-, 
niflied the glory which his victory would otherwife 
have acquired-; butall th&heroifm of that age is*, 
tinftured with. barbarity^ .. 

This battle was very fatal to France, from the. 
number of princes and nobility flain or taken pri- 
foners. Among the number of the flain, was the 
confl:able of France, the two brothers of .the duke 
of Burgundy, the duke of Alenjpn, the duke of 
Barrc,. and the count de Morle. Among the pri* . 
foners, were the duke of Orleans,.. the duke of 
Bourbon, with feveral others of inferior quality. 
An archblfhop of Sens alio per iflicd fighting in 
this battle. I'he killed are computed on the 
whole to have amounted to ten.thoufand men.; 

and 



d by Google 



atui as the Idfs felVchi'efly lipbn the caralry, it r& 
pretended, thst 6f (hefe eight thoufahd were gen- 
tlemen. The number of prifoner^ are computed 
at fourteen thoufand. All the Englifh who were 
flain did not exceed forty, a number amazingly 
tnconfiderable, if we cpmpare the lofs with the 
yidory* 

This vidory, how great foever it might have 
been* was attended with no immediate ^ r^ 
effeds. Henry did not interrupt his re- ' *^ 
treat a moment after the battle of Agin- q^'^* 
court; but carried his prifoners to Calais, ' ^^\ 

and from thence to England, where the parlia* 
naent, dazzled with the ^lendour of his late vtc^ 
tories, granted him new fupplies, though unequal 
to the expences ef a campaign. With thefe fup- 
plies and new levies, he once more landed an 
army of -twenty* five thoufand men in a r\ 
Normandy, and prepared to ftrike adc- •A-'* 
cifive blow for the crown of France, to H'7' 
which the £ngli{h monarchs had long made pre* 
tenfions.. That wretched country was now in a 
mod deplorable iituation. l*he whole kingdom 
appeared as one vaft theatre of crimes, murders, 
injuftice, and devaftation. The duke of Orleans 
was afTaffinated by the duke of Burgundy ; and the 
duke of Burgundy, in his turn, fell by the treache- 
ry of the dauphin. At the fame time, the duke's 
fon, defiroiis of revenging his father's death, 
entered into a fecret treaty with the Englifh; and 
a league was immediately concluded at Arras, be- 
tween Henry and the young duke of Burgundy, 
in which the king promifed to revenge the mur- 
der of the late duke; and the fon feemed to ih- 
fift upon no further ftipulations. Henry, there- 
fore, proceeded in his conquefts, without much 
oppofition from anyquartier. Several towns and 

provinces 
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provinces iubmloed on his aM'i'OSch ; ^e citjr wS: 

Rouen was bdiqged and ttaken i Postoife aad Gi«- 

fers he (oQii becjuae mafter of. lie evien threaleiu- 

ed Paris hy the tenor of )bis power, and •obliged 

the cour^ (o ccvioye to Tivyc. It SKas at this idqr 

thaJt the duke of Siurgtuid^^ who had tCfdoeo «pfm 

him the prote£tionof the French king, met Henry 

in ^er Xo ratify that treaty, which "was for- 

nierly begun) and by ^ich tbecrowji^iff Jtacice 

W9S to be transferiTed to a ilraager. The imhe- 

ciltity into which Charles h^d ^leo* jaade jhim' 

peffire in this remarkable tceaty ; andHenr^ die-* 

tatedthe fiermsthrougbpuft the wfaM»k negotiatin». 

The pnindipal artless ^of itkifi iiceaty were, <tbat 

Heary ihouJd ^fpoufe the ftrjaoeft CathanitDe ^ that 

ki^ig Gharries fliould enjoy the tide and digmty cf 

king for Jife^ .but thaA Henry ibould be dedanedheir 

to the crown, and iliould beiefttrjafted with the fstm 

feiK adminiilration of the govefivnent.; that Fcaoce 

and £ngl^ aH>uld for evtes- he toiited under <a» 

kJuDig, but. ftould Aill ifetain itbw.refpc&YTe JBWS 

and pxivJJeges ; ithat Henry ihotddwiite his ams 

with tbqfe of king 'Charjes, ai»l the d»ks ot Bar« 

gundy> to ^epi^s sand fttbdtie the Dauphin and hit 

partizass. Such wus the tenor of a treaty, too 

r^ii^gnant to the real inte/dls jof })oth kingdonis 

to be of long duratiioa ; b u 1 1 be contending .partifs 

were too much bUnded hytheixreijentanents and 

jealouiies, to fee that it is not in the fjower of 

princes to barter kingdotns, contrary lo itbe real 

ifftterelh ^ ike co^naitunity. 

It was not long after this treaty, that Hesnry 
married the priucefs Catharine ; after which he 
carried his father-kn4aw to Paris^ and took afor** 
mal poQeifiop of that <apitai^ There he obtained, 
Tom the e&^tcs of the kingdom, a ratiAcation of 
the late compact ^ ;ind then turned his ariRS, with 

fuccefs. 
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(itcoeft^ agatiift tbc adhoreats «r ihe i>aujphLa, 
whAtf .in the jniean MnM;» waackred abcHit a ttran«- 
ger io his pvo pajtriisooy, and io )>jfi tnenks 
Sicoefics ^^ oppofed iruitlds expoftAilatiooa. 

Ueory'^ fupplii&s were ao( ^ovtdcd in £idi 
plenty^ as 4x> jenaUp huat to carry iO» ahs war, with* 
xmt returnii?\g in p^foQ to prevail tipoa his parlia- 
mtm for £re& fucoours ; and upoo his arrival in 
Dflg^and^ though he fouAd his Xubjefis hj^y 
pleafed with the J^lendour of bis £onqiiefts> y<et 
itbey ieemed fame what doubtfiil as ioibe advantage 
ipf tbem* A treaty.^ wbidh in ms ceiofequences 
was Ukply to tians^fer ijie feat of empire from 
£ogl<aid9 wasJK)it»iniu:faf«li(hedbythe parUameftC. 
Th^y therefor^ upon various pimences^ nefti&d 
Jbim a fupply •equal to hi$ exigencies Of his do^ 
imands, but he was refolved on parftting hsk 
ichemes } and joining to the fupplies graoted at 
JiQQie, the coatrihutions levied on the cpnquena^ 
provioccs^ he was abk onos n^one to aifimUb an 
gffmy oftwexity^e^ht i)hpuOM»d nuen^a^d withtlhefe 
k^ iajfided dfjely at <(?alais« 

In the mean tia>e this Da^bifi* a priiioetifjicat 
prudence and activity, .ofni^ted ^o oppiortetniqr of 
trc;pairiflg iiis XHixupA iituai^ioa, auid to take the 
advantage <pf Hanry's dhkm^ ifrotn f ^nce* He 
{mvailed upoo dthe f<egpiK .of JSieot)an4 <o feodjiioi 
ahody «Qf ejght d^oaf^ad a^en fr^om ihatjIcingdoiBa 
a«id with thefe^ and (^mt kw fercrs xi his oawu 
hie attacked^ lajtediike <pf Clarence» who com^ 
iaandcid thetr^pops inji^ar/s ah^BSAce, andgMtnei 
awn^lete vi^jlarv. 

This was the j^rjft a^ioa which ttarnod the tide 
«f Afcccf^fs aigainft the £n^ft<i . £at & -firas of 
Aicvt daxation, l^or Henry fean after appeariaj; 
.wjtbacoafHl€^ble^oiy» «heI}aaj>hiA Aod atins 
jipproachj while many of the places, which held 

out 
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out for the Daupihin tn the neighbourhood of Paris, 
Air rendered to the conqueror. In this manner, 
while Hetir/ was every where viflorious, he iiied 
his refidence at Paris ; and* while Charles had but 
afmall court, he was attended with a very magni- 
'- A D ^^^^^ ^®* ^^ WedneWay* the two 
* * kings and theirtWo queens with crowns 
^ * on their heads, dined together in public;, 
Charles receiving apparent homage, but Henry 
ca;n[>manding with abfolute aHthority. 

In the mean lime, the Dauphin was chafed 
beyond the- Loire, and alriioft totally difpofleffed 
of all the northern provinces. He was .even puv- 
fudd into the fouth, by the united arms of the 
Englifli and Burgundians, and threatened with 
-total de(lru£tion. In this exigence, he fbunrd rt 
neceflary to fpin ou-t the war, and to evade kH 
hazardous anions with a rival who had been long 
accu'Aomed to victory. His prudence was evccf 
where remarkable ; and, after a train of long per.* 
fectttioi>s from fortune, he found her at length wil- 
ling to declare in his favour, by ridding him of an 
antagonift that was likely to become a mafter. 

• Henry, at a fime when- his glory had nearlv 
veached its fummic, and both crowns were jun 
devolved upon him, was feized with a fiftula ; a 
difordlsr,^ which, from the unikflfulnefs of the phy- 
* ikiahs of the times, foon became mortal. Perceiv- 
ing his diftemper incurable; and thit his end 
was .approaching, he fent for his brother the dulTe 
«f Bedford, the earl of Warwick,, and a few other 
noblemen, whom he had honoured with his con** 
fidence; and to them he delivered, in great trati* 
qutUity, his laft will with regard to the governmenlt 
ofihi» kingdom and family. He recommended 
Us £on to their protedioiv ; and though he regret- 

• ted 
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led thebcii)^ unable to accomplifh the great objeA 
of bfs^afnUctoii) in totally fubduing France, yet 
he exprefled great indifierence at the approach cS 
death ; he devoutly waited 4ts arrival, and expired 
with the fame intrepidity with which he had lived, 
in the thirty-fourth year of his age, and the tenth 
year of his reign. 

This prince pofleflfed many virtues, but his mili- 
tary fuccefles gave him credit for more than he 
really poflefled. It is certain, however, that he 
had the talent of attaching his friends by aflFability, 
and of gaining his enemies by addrefs and clemen- 
cy. Yet his reign was rather fplendid than profit- 
able; the treafu res of the nation werelaviflied en 
cotiquefts, that even though they could have been 
maintained, would have proved injurious to the 
nation. Neverthelefs he died fortunate, by falling 
in the midft of his triumphs, and leaving his fub- 
jcAs in the very height of his reputation. Charles, 
who died two months after him, finiihed a wretch- 
ed reign, long pafled in frenzy and contempt, def- 
pifed by his friends, infulted by his allies, and 
leaving the mod miferable (Vibjeds upon earth. 

Henry left by his queen Catharine of France, 
only one fon not full nine months old, who fucceed- 
ed him on his throne ; and whofe misfortunes, 
during the courfe of a long reign, furpafied all the 
glories and fuccefles of his father. 

l*he £ngli(h triumphs, at this time in France, 
produced fcarce any good efFedls at home ; as they 
grew warlike, they became favage, and panting 
after foreign pofl*effions, forgot the arts of cultivat- 
ing thofe that Fay nearer home. Our language, 
innead of improving, was more negledted than 
before ; Langland and Chaucer had begun to 
polifhit, and enrich it with new and ele^'ant con- 

ftru^ions ; 
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ftniAiofis ; iMit it now vnd fan to sebffe iiytoto 
fermer radencft, ftod no ptxt or biAorim of iiolD 
was^bom 19 dns tompvAvMs pcrkxlf 
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CH A B. XVIH. 

HENRY VU. 

MENiRV VL fiicceibr to Bcnrf V. >«• 
not i|uite a yeas oM isrhen be came ta ^« 
t ;i aod bifi ifdadons^ brgan^ ibo* after, to 
difpute the adminiftration of government dufmg 
bkiriincirriyvi The duke o£ Bkifordy ,one 0^ the 
moA s^C'&tBfUOied: princes, of the age, and. . j^ * 
e^aU]i experienced, both in the eabin^t ' * 
ani ftkiie fi^» wa» appointed) by parliament '^^'* 
proteSbor of Eiijglandy. dvfinxter o^ the ehiiix}!^ 
and firil: counfeileii ta the king. H^s bfothev^ th€ 
duke of G^k>iic<*fter, was fij^d ivpow to govern in * 
bb(abfei\Cfl^3»bile:bed(Midtideddiev*»ripi'Fi-siMcej ' 
aad^ iji order to« limit the power of both broiherF) 
» oouiwii was named, without, whoie aduijae a>ftd 
aip^b^d»Br not meafure of inqyonaiice c^lMiid btf 
canied. i-irto executiait^ 

Things being atijtofted' in this manner, a^ thd 
eendind: <^ military operations was at thdf timO 
confidered in a much fuperior light to ci>^l em** 
ployments at home, the duke of Bedfoi^d 6xed Iris 
ftation in France, toprofecute the fucceifes- ^th«^ 
Engliih. in that part of their dDmimonSy and' rdre^. 
prefs the attempts of Charles VII. whofucceede^ 
bis father to a nominal throne. f^ofhiitgeouM be 
more deplorable than the Situation of that mon^rell 
on afFuming his title to the crpwn^ The EngliA 
were matters of almoft a«l] France j and Henry v I,- 
tbewh yet but an infant,- was fokmnly ^ ^ 
inii^eftrd with regal powei} by logatts * 

fnsm. Paris. The diike- of Bedford was '+^3* 
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at the head of a numerous army, in the heart of 
the kingdom, ready to oppofe ^very infurredion i 
while the duke of Buirgundy, %bo h^d entered inta 
a firm confederacy with him, ftill remained ftead- 
fafl, and feconded his claims. Yet, notwithfiand- 
ing thefe unfavourable appearances, Charles (who 
though yet but twenty, united the prudence of 
age with the affability «>F youth) found' means to 
break the leagues foi'med againft him, and to bring 
hack his fubjecti to their natural intereOs and their 
duty. . 

- Hawever, his firft attempts were total ly^de{H« 
tute of fuccefs ; wherever he endeavoured to face 
the enemy he was overthrown, and.he could fcarce-^ 
ly rely on the friends next his perfon. His autho* 
:rity was infulted even by his own fervants ; advan^ 
tage after advantage was gainedagainft him, and 
a battle fought near Verneuil, in which he was 
totally defeated .by the duke of Bedford, ieemed 
fo render his affairs wholly defperate. However, 
from the impoilibility of the £ngli(h keeping the 
field without new fupplies, Bedford was obliged to 
retire into England, and in the mean time his vi-> 
gilant enemy began to recover fron his late con- 
Uernation. Demois, one of his generals, at the 
head of a thoufand men, compelled the earl of 
Warwick to raife the iiege of Montargis ; and this 
advantage, flight as it was, began to make the 
French fuppoi'e that the Englifh were not invinci« 
ble. 

But tbey foon had .fiill greater reafon to triumph 
in their change of fortune, and a new revolution 
was produced by means apparently the moft un- 
likely to be attended with fuccefs. The afliftance 
of a female of the humbleft birth, and meaneft 
eduration, ferved to turn the iide of victory in 
their favour i and impreis their enenoies withtbofe 
tefrors, which bad hitherto rendered them une- 
qual 
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qual in the field. By thi$ feeble aid, the >van<^ , | 

quifhed became vigors ; ^nd tbeXng)i(b» every , 

where worfted, were at length totally expelled the 
kingdom. 

In the village of Domremi, near Vaucouleurs, 
on the borders of Lorrain, there lived a country 
girl, ; about twenty«feven years of age, called Joan 
of Arc. This girl had been a fervant .at a fnlall 
inn ; and in that humble ftation had fu.b^iittcd to 
thofe hardy employments which fit the body for 
the fatigues of war. She was of an irreproachable 
life, and had hitherto teftified none of thofe crtter- 
prizing qualities which difplayed themfelves foon 
after. She contentedly fulfilled the duties of her 
fituation, and was remarkable only for hermodef- 
ty, and love of religion^ ,Bat . the miferks of her 
qountry feemed to have been one of the greateft 
objeds of her compaflion and regard. Her king 
expelled his native, throne, her country laid in 
blood, and Grangers executing unnumbered rapines 
before her eyes, were fufficicot to excite her refent- 
ment, and to warm her heart with adefire of rc- 
drefs. Her mind inflamed by thefeobje<^s,> and 
brooding with melancholy fleadfaftnefs upon them, 
began to fe^l feveral impuHes, which ihe was wil- 
ling to miflake for the infpirations of heaven. 
Convinced of the reality of her own admonitions, 
(he had rtcourfe to one Baudricourt, governor of 
Vaucouleurs, and infornned him of her deft i nation 
by heaven, to free her native country from its 
fierce invaders. Baudricourt treated her at firft 
with fome negjefl; but her importunities at 
length prevailed ; and, wUling to make a trial of 
her pretentions, he gave her fome attendants, who 
conduced her to the French court, which at that 
time refided at Chinon. 

The French court were probably fenfible of 

the weaknefs of her pretenfioni^ but they were 

3 willing 
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wfttiog tx) mtke tffe 0^ tfverf artiftee fd^ hpp&tt 
«hei7 deditiiHg fertkiife^ If was therefore pveu 
one, (fte^ JdsNt wa$^ ^>Mly rtffpired; ttfat (be trfff 
able to difcovcr the king among the nirtrrbcir df 
bis cQurtierS) ahbough- he? had }ard afidr srll the 
dffftrnAk}iiis of fcitf Mithoi>rfy ; tftat flie had foftP 
Mm fdme florets ^ich vreveonty fenovit tty bitti** 
ftiF;. and that fll« had deffifs^nd^d, and nrintiteljr 
didcribedy »fvi^ord: rn the church of Sf. Catharine 
de.Ficrboi«, v4tich (he had never fe^n. In thffi 
flfliaiRiler the minds of the tFulgar befng prtp^rei 
for * her appearances^ flie wars armed otp-a-^, 
mounted otr. a charger, and fliewn in that martial 
drefs Co the people. She was'then brougfirt before 
the dodors of the univertity ; ^i^d" they, tibflured 
wilh the credulitv of thetimes, or vritPing to (econd 
iheimpoftarev declared tYott (fafe bad^iSualljr re» 
^ived hei commifBon from abovr. 

When the preparariofw? for her' miffiort were; 
completely blazoned y their next aim was to (end 
bev againffitbe enemy. The Engliffi- were at th«t 
time befiegiog the city of Orleans, the* laft rr^ 
fource of Charles, and every thing promi fed them 
a fpeedy fiirrenderr Joan undertook: to raife the 
fiege ; and to render herfelf ftiM more remarkabli^ 
girded herfeh| with the miraculous fword, of whfcH 
ibe had before fuch extraordinary notices; Thus 
equipped, (he ordered alt the (oldrers to confefs 
themfelves before they fet out, (he^ difplayed in 
her hand a confecrated beamier, and aiTured the 
troops of certain fuccef^. Suth confidence on 
ber fide foon raifed the fpirits of the French army ^ 
and even the £ngli(h, who pretended to defpife her 
efforts, felt themfcives fecretly influenced with 
the terrors of her miflion. A fupply of proviftons 
was to be conveyed into the town; Joan, at the 
btad of fome French troops, . covered theembark- 
ation, and entered Orleans at the head of the con- 
voy, 
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voy, which ihc had fafely protcSed. Whife fee 
wa^ leading her troops along, a dead iiK*nce and 
aftoniihment reigned among the £ng!i(h i and they 
regarded with religious awe that temerity, which 
they thought nothing but fupcrnatural aiTiftance 
could infpire. But they were foon rouzed from their 
ftate of amazement by a fally from the town ; Joan 
led on the befieged, oearing the facred (landard in 
her hand, encouraging them with her w^rds and 
a<Stions, bringing them up te the trenches, and 
overpowering the befiegers in their own redoubts. 
In the attack of one of the forts, ihe was wounded 
in the neck with an arrow ; but inftantly pulling 
but the weapon with her own hands, and getting 
the wound quickly drefled, (he haftened back to 
head the troops, and to plant her vkSlorious banner 
on the ramparts of the enemy. Thefe fucceffes con- 
tinuing, the Englifh found that it was impo^Iible 
to refift troops, animated by fuch fuperior energy ; 
and Suffolk, whocondudled the attack, thinking 
that it might prove extremely dangerous to remain 
any fonger in the prefence of fuch a coutageous 
and vidtdrious enemy, raifed the fiege, and re- 
treated with all imaginable precaution. 

From being attacked, the French now in turn 
became the aggreffors, Charles formed a body of 
fix thoufand men, and fent them to befiegc Jergeau, 
whi:her the Englifh, commanded by the earl of 
Suffolk, had retired, with a detachment of h's 
army. The city was taken ; Suffolk yielded him- 
felf a prifonefi and Joan marched into the. place, 
in triumph, at the head of the army. A battle was 
foon after fought near Patay, where the. Englifh 
were worded, as before ; and the generals. Scales 
and Talbot^ were taken prifoners. 

The raifing of the fiege of Orleans was one part 
of the maid's promife to the king of France j the 

Vol. II. G crowning 
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crowning him at Rheims was the other* She now 
declared, that it was time to complete that cere- 
mony ; and Charles, in purfuance of her advice, 
fet out for Rheims, at the head of twelve thoufand 
men. The towns through which he pafled opened 
their gates to receive him s and Rheims Tent him 
a deputation, with its keys, upon his approach. 
The ceremony of his coronation was there per- 
formed with the utmoft folemnity ; and the maid 
of Orleans (for fo (he was now called) feeing the 
completion of hermiflion, defired leave to retire; 
alledging, that (he had nowaccompliihed the end 
of her calling, ^ut her fcryices had been fo great, 
that the king could hot think of parting with her; 
and preffed her to ftay fo earneftly, that (he at 
length complied with his requeih 

A tide of fucceffes followed the performance of 
this folemnity ; Laon, Soiflbns, Chateau>Thierri, 
Provins, and many other towns and fortrefies in 
that neighbourhood, fubmitted^ to him on the firft^ 
fummons. On the other hand, the £ngU(b, dif- 
comfited anddifpirited, fled oh every quarter, un- 
knowing whether to afcribe their misfortunes to 
the power cf fdrcery, or to a celeftial influence j 
but equally terrified at either. They now found 
themfelvcs deprived of the conquefts they had 
gained, in the fame manner as the French had 
formerly fubmitted to their power. Their own 
divifions, both abroad and at home, unfitted them 
entirely for carrying on the war ; and the duke of 
Bedford, notwithflanding all his^ prudence, faw 
himfelf diveftedof his ftrong holds Jn the country, 
without being able to (lop the enemies progrefs. 
In order, therefore, to revive the declining date 
of his affairs, he refolved to have Henry crowned 
king at Paris, knowing that the natives would be 
allured toobedteocei by the fplendourofthe cere- 
mony. 
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mony. Henry was accordingly crown- . t^ 
cd, all the vaflals that ftill continued ^'^' 
under the Englilh power fwearing fealty ^3 
and homage. But it was now tco late for the ce- 
remonies of a coronation to* give a turn to the af- 
fairs of the Englilh ; the generality of the king- 
dom had declared againft them ; and the remain- 
der only waited a convenient opportunity to follow 
the example. 

AiT accident enfued foon after, which, though 
it promifed to promote the Englifh caufe in'France, 
in the end ferved to render it odious, and conduced 
to the total evacuation of that country. The duke 
of Burgundy, ^t the head of a powerful army had 
laid fiege to Compeign ; and the maid of Orleans 
had thrown herftlf into the place, contrary to the 
wiflies of ti>e governor, who did not deiire the 
company of one whofe authority would be greater 
than his own. The garrifon, however, were re- 
joiced at her appearance, and believed themfelves 
invincible under her prote6Hon. But their joy Was 
of fliort duration ; for Joan having the day after 
her arrival headed a Tally, and twice driyen the 
enemy from their entrenchments, (he was at laft 
.obliged to retire, placing herfelf in the rear, td 
protect the retreat of her forces. But in the end, 
attempting to follow her troops into the city, (he 
found the gates (hut, and the bridge drawn up by 
order of the governor, who is faid to have long 
wi(hed an opportunity of deliveringjker up to the 
eaemy. 

Nothing could exceed the joy of the befieger$, 
in having taken a perfon who had been fo long a 
terror to their arms. The fervice of Te Deum 
was publicly celebrated on this occaHon ; and it 
was hoped that the capture of this extraordinary 
perfon would reftore the £ngli(h to their former 
viiftories and fuccefies. The duke of Bedford was 
G 2 no 
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no fooner informed of her being taken, than he pur- 
chafed her of the count Vendome, who had made 
her hi^ prifoner,, and ordered her to be committed to 
clofe confinement. The credulity of both nations 
was at that time fo great, that nothing was too 
abfurd to gain belief, that coincided with their paf- 
iions. As Joan but a little before, from her fuc- 
celTes, was regarded as a faint, {he was now, upoa 
her captivity, confidered as a forcerefs, forfaken by 
the daemon who had granted her a fallacious and 
temporary aiUftahce. Accordingly, it was refolved 
in council to fend her to Rouen to be tried for witch- 
craft ; and the bifhop of Beauvais, a man wholly 
devoted to the Englifli intereft, prefen ted a petition 
againft her for that purpofe. The univerfity of 
Paris was fo mean as to join in the fame requeft. 
Several prelates, among whom thecardinal of Win- 
chefter was the only Engl iihman,. were appointed as 
her judges. They held iheir court in Rouen, where 
Henry then refided j and the maid, cloathed in her 
former military apparel, but loaded with irons was 
produced before this tribunal. Her behaviour there 
no way difgraced her former gallantry ; (he betray- 
ed neither weaknefs nor womaniihfubmiilion ; but 
appealed to God and the pope for the truth of her 
former revelations. In the iffue, (he was found guilty 
of herefy and witchcraft, and Sentenced to be burnt 
alive, the common punifliment for fuch offences. 
But previous to the inflidtion of this dreadful 
fentence upon her, they were refolved to make 
her abjure her former errors ; and at length fo far 
prevailed upon her, by terror and rigorous treat-, 
ment, that her fpirits were entirely broken, by 
the hardships flie was obliged to fuffer. Her for- 
mer vifionary dreams began to varniih, and a 
gloomy diftruft to take place of her late infpirati- 
ons. She publicly declared herfelf willing to re- 
cant, 
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cant, and promifed never more to give way to 
the vaindelufions which had hitherto mifled her, 
and impofed on the people. This was what her 
oppreflbrs defired ; and willing to fhew fome ap- 
pearance of mercy, they changed her fenterice into 
perpetual imprifonment, and to be fed during life 
on bread and water. But the rage of her enemies 
was not yet fatiated. Perfedly faiisfied of her guilt, 
they were willing to know if her reformation was 
equally certain^ Sufpedting that the female drefs 
which (he had confented to wear, wasdifagreeable 
to her, they purpofely placed in her apartment a 
fuit of men s apparel, and watched for theeffedl of 
their temptation upon her. ^ Their cruel artifices 
prevailed. Joan ftruck with the fight of a drefs in 
which (he had gained fo much glory, immediately 
threw off her penitent's robes, and put on the for- 
bidden garment. Her enemies caught her equip- 
ped in this manner \ and her imprudence was con- 
fidered as a relapfe into her former tranfgreffion*. 
' No recantation would fuffice, and no pardon would 
be granted to her. She was condemned to be burnt 
alive in the market- place of Rouen 5 and this infa- 
mous fen tt* nee was accordingly executed upon her. 
Superftitionadds virulence to the natural cruelty 
of mankind ; and this cruel fentence ferved only 
to enflame the hatred between the contending pow- 
ers, without mending the caufe of the invaders. 
One of the firft misfortunes which the Lnglifli 
felt after this punifliment, was the defe6tion of the 
doke of Burgundy ; who had for fome time feen 
theerror of his conduct, and wifhed to break an 
unnatural connedlion, that only ferved to involve 
his country in ruin. A treaty was therefore be- 
gun and con<nuded, between him and Charles, in 
which the latter made all the atonements poffiblc 
for his offence ; and the former agreed to aflilt 
Ci 3 hita 



d by Google 



i^o HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

hifn in driving the Englifb out of France. This 
was a mortal blow to their caufe ; and fuch was 
its efFefts upon the populace in London, whenthej 
- were informed of it, thaj they killed feveraJ of the 
duke of Burgundy's fubjeils, who happened to be 
aqiong them at that time. It might perhaps alfo 
have haftcned the duke of Bedford's death, who 
died at Rouen a few days after the treaty Was^on- 
eluded ^ and the earl of Cambridge was appointed 
his fucceflbrin the regency of France. 

From ithis period, the Englifli affairs became 
totally irretrievable. The city of Paris returned 
once more to a fenie of its duty. Lord Wil- 
loughby, who commanded it for the Englifh, was 
c lUentcd 4;q ftipulate for the fafe retreat of his 
troops to iNormandy. Thus ground was conti- 
nually, though flowly, gained by the Frenchj 
andnotwithftanding their fields were laid, wafte, 
and their towns depopulated, yet they found pro- 
' t^dion from rthe weakncfs and diyifions qf.the 
Englifli. At length, both parties j^egan togrqw 
lyeary of .a war, which, though carried on but 
feebly, was yet a burden greater than either 
could fupport. But the terms of peace infifted 
upon by both were fo wide of each o^her, that no 
hopes of an accommodation could quickly be ex- 
pedited. A truce, therefore, for twenty- two 
months was concluded, which left every thing on 
the prefent footing between the parties. No 
. w-j fooner was this agreed upon, than 
* • .Charles emploved himfelf with great 
H43* induftry and juagment in repairing thofe 
numberlcfs ills, to which his kingdom, from the 
continuance of wars, both foreign and domeftic, 
h^d fo lorig been expofed. He eflabliflied difci- 
plinie among his troops, and juflice among his go- 
vernors. He revived agriculture, and reprened 

faction. 
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fadion. Thus being prepared once more for tak- 
ing the field, he took the firft favourable >occafion 
of breaking the truce ; and Normandy i. ys 
was at the* fame time invaded by four , ' ^ * 
powerful armies ; one commanded by ^^* 
Charles himfelf, a fecond by the duke of Brjtany> 
athird by the duke of Alen^on, and a fourth by 
the count Dunois. Every place opened their gates 
almoft as foon as the French appeared before them. 
Kouen was the only town that promifed to hold out 
a fiege \ ^but the inhabitants clamoured fo loud for 
a furrender, that the duke of oomerfet, who com- 
manded the garrifon, was obliged to capitulate* 
The battle, or rather thefkirmiflb, of Fourmingi, 
was the laft ftand which the Engiifh made in de- 
fence of their French dominions. However, they 
"Were put to the rout, and above a thoufand were 
flain. All Normandy and GuienqC) that had fo 
long acknowledged fubjeiSlion to England, were loft 
in the fpace of a year ; and the Englifh at length 
faw themfelves entirely difpoffefled of a country, 
which for above three centuries they had confidcred 
as annexed to their native dominions. Calais. alone 
remained of all their conquefts ; and this was but a 
fmall compenfatipn for the blood and treafure which 
had been laviQied in that country^ and only ferved 
to gratify ambition with a traniient applaufe. 

It may.eafily be fuppofed, that the bad fuccef- 
fes in France, which beggn almoft with young 
Henry's reign, produced diffencions and factions 
among the rulers at home. The duke of Glou- 
cefter, who had. been appointed regent of England 
during his brother's abfence, was not fo fecure in 
his place, but that he had many who envVied his 
fituaiion. -Among the number of thefe was Henry 
Beaufort, biihop of Winchcftef, great uncle to 
the king, and the legitimate fon of John of Gaunt. 
G. 4 ' I'his 
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This prelate, to whom die care of the king's per- 
ibn and education had been entrufted, was a man 
of great capacity and experience, but of an intri- 
guing and dangerous difpofition. As he afpired to 
the government of affjirs, he had continual dif- 
putes with the duke of Gloucefter, and gained 
frequent advantages over the open temper of that 
prince. It was in vain that the duke of Bedford 
employed all his own authority and that of par- 
liament, to reconcile them ; their mutual ani- 
mofities ferved for fcveral years to embarrafs 
government,' and to give its enemies every advan- 
tage. The fentiments of thefe two leaders of 
their p:irty were particularly divided with regard 
to France. The cardinal encouraged every pro- 
pofal of accommodation with that country i the 
duke of Gloucefter was for maintaining the 
honour of the Englifh arms, and winning back 
all that had been loft by defeats or delay. In 
this conteft, the pc wers feemed nearly divided ; 
and it became incumbent on one fide to cA\ in 
new auxiliaries, before either party could tu^n 
the political fcale. For this purpofe the cardi- 
nal was refolved to ftrengthen himfelf, by procu- 
rin.^ a fuitable match for Henry, who was now 
twenty-three years old ; and then, by bringing the 
new made queen over to his interefts, to turn the 
balance in his favour. Accordingly, the earl of 
Suffolk, a nobteman whom he knew to be fteadfaft 
in his attachments, was fent over to France, appa- 
rently to fettle the teimsofthe truce which had 
been then begun ; but, in reality, to procure a 
fuitable match for the king. The duke of Glou- 
cefter had before propofed a daughter of the count . 
Armagnac, but had not influence fufiicient to pre- 
vail. The cardinal and his friends had caft their 
C)e on Margaret of Anjou^ daughter of Regnier, 

titular 
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titular king of Sicily, Naples^ and Jerufalem ; but 
without either real power or pofleffion. This 
princefs was confidered as the moft accompli (bed 
of the age, both in mind and perfon ; and it was 
thought would, by her own abilities, be able to 
fupply the defe£ls of her confort, who already ap- 
peared weak, timid, and fuperftltious. The trea- 
ty was therefore haftened on by Suffolk, and the 
marriage foon after ratified in England. 

The cardinal now ftrengthened by this new alli- 
ance (for th^ queen came immediately in- ^ r% 
to his meafures), the duke of Gloucefler 
foon found himfclf pofTelTed of only the '4-43* 
ihadow of power without the fubflance ; all hts 
meafures were over-ruled by his powerful an- 
tagonift i and he daily found himfelf infuUed in 
the mofi cruel manner. One of the principal 
ileps his enemies took to render him odious was to 
accufe his wife, the duchefs, of witcHcraft. She 
was charged with converfing with one Roger Bol- 
ingbroke, a prieft, and reputed necromancer j and 
alio, one Mary Gurdemain, who was faid to be a 
witch. It was afferted that thefe three in con- 
junftion had made a figure of the king in wax, 
which was placed before a gentle fire > and as the 
wax difToJved, the king's flrength was expefted to 
wafte ; and upon its total difTolution his life was to 
be at an end. This accufation was readily attended 
to in that credulous age; and the more it departed 
from reafon, the fitter it was for becoming an object 
of belief. The prifoners were pronounced guiJty j 
neither the rank of the dutchefs, nor the innocence 
of the accufed, could proted them ; fte was con- 
demned to do penance, and to fufFer perpetual im- 
prifonment'i Bolingbroke, the priefl, was hahged, 
and the woman was burnt in Sniithfield. 
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But this was only the beginning of the duke*s 
diftrefles. The cardinal of Wiiichefter was re- 
folved tb drive his refentrtient to the utmoft ex- 
treme ^ and accordingly procured a parliament to 
be fummoned, not at London^, which was too well 
affe£i:ed to the duke, but at St; £dmundfl>ury^ 
where his adherents were fuffiCiently numerous 
to over-awe every opponent. As foon as he appear- 
ed he was accufed of treafon, and thrown into pri* 
(on ; and on the day on which he Was to make his 
defence^ he was found dead in his bed, though with- . 
out any figns of violence upon his body. 

The death of the dukeof Glouc6ftcr was univer- 
faljy afcribed to the cardinal of Winchefter, who 
himfelf died fix weeks after, tellifying the.utmoft 
remorfe for the bloody fcene he had adted* What 
f}iare the queen had in the guilt of this tranfadHon 
is uncertain ; her ufual a<5livity and fpirit made the 
public conclude, with fomereafon, that the duke's 
enemies durft not have ventured on fuch a deed 
without hel* privity. Henry did not fail to ihare in 
the general difguft that was thus produced ; and as 
he wanted abilities, he never had art to remove any 
fufpicion. From this time difcontent began to 
prevail among the people, and fadlion among the 
great. A weak prince feated x>n the throne of Eng- 
land, however gentle and innocent, feldom fails of 
having his authority defpifed, and his power infult- 
ed. The incapacity of Henry began every day lo 
appear in a fuller light ^ and the foreign war being 
now extinguilhed, the people began to prepare for 
the horrors of inteftine ftrife. In this period of cala- 
mity, a new interefb was revived, which had lain 
dorn;aiU in ihe times of profperity and triumph. 

It was n9w that the £ngli(h were to pay the 
fevere, though late, penalty for having unjoftly 
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depofed Richarcl rfae feeond^ another Richard, who 
was duke of York, beginning to think of preferring 
his claims to the crown. 1 his nobleman wiis def- 
cended, by the mother's fide, from Lionel, one of 
the Tons of Edward the third, whereas the reigning 
king was defcended fnom John of Gaunt, a fon of 
the fame monarchy but younger than Lionel. 
Richard, therefore flood piainiy in fuccelTKAi'be* 
fore Henry ; and 'he began to think the Weaknefs 
and unpopularity of the prefcnt reign a favourable 
moment for ambitiob. The enfign of Richard was 
a white rofe, that' of Henry a red j and this gave 
name to the two &6lions, whofe animofity was now 
about to drench the Icingdomwith flaughter. 
• The cardinal of Winchefter being dead, the 
duke of Suffolk, who had a hand in Gloucefler's 
"aflfaffination^ took the lead in public affairs ; and 
being fecretly aided by tbe intereft of the queen, 
managed all with uncontl'olable authority. As 
'this nobleman had made his way to power by 
murder, fo he was refolved to maintain himfelf in 
it by thetifual refources of bad men, by tyranny 
over his inferiors,* and flattervto the queen. His 
conduct foon excited the jealoufy or the hatred of 
the whole kingd6m« The great nobility could ill 
brook the exaltation of a iubje£t above them, who 
was of a birth inferior to their own. The people 
complained of his arbitrary meafures ; and the im- 
menfe acquifitioris which he had made in office, 
and the blame of every odious and un- . p. 
fuccefsful meafiire, was inflantly given ' 
to him. Suffolk \Vas not ignorant of the ^45^* 
hatred of the people ; but fuppofed that his crimes 
were fuch as could not be proved againft him, or, 
that if proved, he could readily evade punifh- 
mentj he endeavoured, therefore, to overawe his 
enemies by boldly prefentiiig himfelf to the charge ; 

and 
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and he called upon them to fhew an inflance of 
his guilt. This was what the Houfe of Commona 
had long wifhed for ^ and they immediately opened 
their charge againft him of corruption, tyranny, 
and tieafon. He was accufed of being the caufe 
t)f the lofs of France ; of perfuading the French 
icing, with an armed force, to invade England ; 
and of betraying in office the fecrets of his depart- 
ment. This accufation might have been falfe ; but 
the real' motive, which was Suffolk's power, 
and the cruel ufe he made of it, was left unmen- 
tioned, although it was true. It was no eafy mat- 
ter for any one man's ftrength, how great (bever, 
to withftand the united refentment of a nation ^ fo 
that the court was obliged to give up its favourite ; 
and the king to ihield him as much as poffible from 
popular refentment, baniflied him the kingdom 
for live years. This was confidered by fome as an 
efcape from juftice; the .captain of a vefiel was 
therefore employed by his enemies to inteicept him 
in "his pailage to Fiance ; be was feized hear Dover, 
his head (Iruck off on the fide of a long*boat, and 
his body thrown intp thefea. There is little in the 
tranfadiions qf thefe times to intereft us^on the fide 
of either party -, we fee fcarce any thing but crimes 
on both fides» without oi>e (hining chaiadler, or one 
vfrtue to animate the narrative. 

By the death of the duke of Suffolk, Richard 
of York faw himfelf rid of a potent enemy, and 
was pleafed to fee the difcontents of the nation 
daily encreafe. Among the number of complaints 
which the unpopularity of the government gave 
rife to, there were fome which even excited in- 
furre£lions ; particularly that headed by John Cade, 
which was of the mod dangerous nature. This 
man was a native of Ireland, who had been oblig- 
ed to fiy over into France for his crimes j but fee- 
ing 
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ing the people upon his return prepared for vio- 
lent meafures, he aflumed the name of Mortimer { 
and at the head of twenty thoufand Kenti(h men 
advanced towards the capital, and encamped at 
Blackheath. The king being informed of this 
commotion fent a mefi'age to demand the caufe 
of their aflembling in arms ; and Cade, in the 
name of the community, anfwered, that their on- 
}y aim was to punilh evil minifters, and procure a 
redrefs of grievances for the people. The king's 
council deemed thefe demands feditious, a body 
of fifteen thoufand men was levied^ to oppofe the 
infurgents ; while Henry himfelf marched at their 
head towards Blackheath. At his approach, Cade 
retired, as if be had been afraid of an engagement, 
and lay in ambufh in a wood, not doubting that 
he ihould be purfued by the king's whole army ; 
but the king was content with fending a detach- 
ment after the fugitives, and returned himfelf to 
London. This was what Cade defired to fee, and 
fall y ing out from -his ambufcade^ he cut the de- 
tachment in pieces. 

The citizens of London foon after opened their 
gates to the vi6(or ; and Cade for fometime main- 
tained great order and difcipline among his follow- 
ers. He always led them out into the field during 
the night tipne ; and publifhed fevere edids againft 
plunder, and violence of every kind. 

Next ^ay, being informed that the trcafurcr, 
lord Say, was in the city, he caufed him to be ap- 
prehended, and beheaded without apy form of 
trial ; and in the evening returned to the Borough ' 
of Southwark. Thus for fome days he continued 
the pradice of entering the city in the morning, 
and quitting it at night; but at length being un- 
able to keep his followers within bounds, the cici^ 
zens refolved to (hut their gates againfl him. Cade 
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endeavo6rrng. to fpoce bis \i^y/an englagemeiiit eit* 
filed between him and the citizen^, which kfted 
all day, land was not difcont^nued lintll; night put 
aneiid ^o the engagement. The archbifhopf of Can- 
terbury^ tod thechancellory who had taken refuge 
in the Tow^r^ being informed of thc^ fituatton of 
affairs^ {odnd^nieans todraw up the Tame night an 
a£t of amnefty, which was privately di^rfed 
among the rebels, which had the. defired effed. 
Cade faw himfelf in the morning abandoned by 
moflof his followers, and^retreatingtOL Rochefler, 
was obliged to flyalbne into the wobds of Kent, 
where a price being fet upon his head by procla-p 
mation,. he was difcovered and flainby one Alex- 
ander £den, who, in ^ecompenfe for this ftrvice, 
was made governor df Dover caftte. ' 

; In the mean time the duke of York fecretiy 
fomented thefe*. difturbahces ; and pretending to 
tCpouCs the caufe of the people, wrote to the "king 
' Usnfing 8' reformation in the minifti'y ; and the 
houfe of commons was brought over to fecond tbe 
requeft. An addrefs was prefented again ft the 
duke of Somerfct, the dutchefs of Suffolk, the bi- 
(hopof Chefter, Sir John Tufton, and lord Dud- 
ley, praying the king to remove them for ever 
from his perfon and councils, and to prohibit them 
from approaching within twelve miles of the 
court. Though the. king was willing enough to 
oppdfe fo violent and arbitrary an attack upon his 
favourites, yet he endeavoured to foften the gene- 
ral animofity againf): them, by promifing to banifli 
II part of this obnoxious miniftry from court for the 
i'pace of a year. 

• But partial conceflions in government are gene- 
rally bad paHiatives. The duke of York, who 
found the people entirely attached to him, re- 
vived to avail bimfeli^ of his power i and raifing 
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d by Google 



tt E N k Y VIv ' * f59 

a bodly'of ten thaiufand men, '• iliafcfaed toWafds 
London, demanding a relformation of Che gotern- 
nient)- atnd the removal dfthe duke of Somerset 
from all his power an<f authority .,,_jfc h'adhope»' 
from the bteginning that the citizens Woul^ havb 
thrown open their gates to him ; but Was much 
mortified when he found that hc^was r^fufed'acl- 
miffion. Upon this retreat into Kent, a parlejr 
enfued between the king and -him, in which the- 
duke ftiJl infifted on the difmiffion of Sonteifet^ 
with which the king feemed at length 'willing to 
comply. The duke of Ybrk' was thisrefore per-* 
ftiacJed to pky his refpe&s to the k<ng in bis tent; 
but on repeating his charge againft the duke of 
Somerfet, he was Turprifed tb fee that miniftef 
ftep from behind the curtain, and- offer to juftify 
his innocence. York now perceived h{s danger, 
and reprefled the impetuofity of his accufatfon. 
As foon as he left the' prefcncei* the king com- 
manded him to be apprehended '| but fuch'was 
this nobleman's autlyrity, or fuch the tiitiidity of 
die king's council, tnat they fuffered him t6 i*etire 
to his feat at Wigmore, upon pi-omifing ftrii^ bbe^^ 
dience for the future, ' 

But a reconciliation thus extorted coUld be of 
no long duration ; York ftill fecretly afpired at the 
crown, and though he wifhed nothing ib iifdently, 
yet he was for fome time prevented by his own 
icruplesfrom feizing it. What his intrigUes failed 
to bring about, accident produCed^d his defire; 
The king falling into a diftemper, which fo far eh* 
creafed his natural imbecility, that it even render- 
ed him incapable of maintaining the appearance of 
royalty, York was appointed lieutenaht and p'roi 
tedlor of the kingdom, with powers to hold and 
open parliaments at pleafure. This was a fatal 
blow to the houfe of Lancafter-; and all theadhel 
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rents of that party were difmiiTed from court, and 
the duke of Sooierfet was fent to the. Tower. 

York being thus in veiled with a plenitude of 
power, continued in the enjoyment of it for fome 

j^ Yy time, but at length the unhappy king re* 
covered from his lethargic complaint; 

. 7^7' and, as if awaking from a dream, perceiv- 
ed with furprize, that he was ftripped of all his au- 
thority. Margaret, his queen, alfo did all in her 
power to.rouze him to a fenfe of his unworthy (i- 
tuation, and prevailed upon him to depofe the duke 
of York from his power j in copfequence of which, 
that nobleman bad inftant recourfe to armjs;. The 
impotent monarch, thus obliged to take the field, 
was dragged after hi$ army into St. Alban's, where 
both fides came to an engagement, in which the 
Yorkifts gained a, complete vi£lory, and the duke 
of Somerfet was llain. The king himfelf being 
wounded, and taking (heker in a cottage, near 
the field of battle, was taken prifoner, and treated 
by the vidor with great reQaedt and tendernefs. 
Froin thence he was, (hortly after, led along in 
triumphjo London ; and the duke of York perr 
mitting.him ftill to enjoy the title of king, he re- 
ferved to himfelf the title of prote<Slor, in which 
coniifted all the real power of the crown. 

Henry was now but a prifoner, treated with 
the fplendid forms of royalty } yet indolent and 
fickly, he feemed pleafed with his fltuation, and 
did not regret that power which was not to be 
exercifed without fatigue. But it was otherwife 
with Margaret, his queen. She, naturally bold, 
a£iive, and endued with mafculine courage, could 
not be content with the appearances of that au- 
thority, wh.iQb her enemies alone permitted her to 
cxercife; (he continued to excite the wretched 
monarch to a vindication of his real dignity, and 

to 
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to fpur him on to independence. He was, there- 
fore, once more induced to affert his prerogative ; 
and the duke of York was obliged to retire i to be 
in readinefs to oppofe any defigns againfl his liber- 
ty and life. At firft a negotiation for peace was 
entered upon by both parties; but their mutual 
diftrufts foon brought them into the field, and the 
fate of the kingdom was given up to bCvdetermin- 
cd by the fword. Their armies met at Blore- 
heath, on the borders of StafFordihire, and the 
Yi^rkifts gained fome advantages. But o ^ -o 
when a more general adtion was about ^^ ' ^' 
to enfue, the night before the intended ^^^9* 
engagement, Sir Andrew Trol fop, who command- 
ed a body of veterans for the duke of York, de- 
ferted with all his men to the king ; and this fo in- 
timidated the whole army of the Yorkifts, that 
they fepa^rated the next day, without ftriking a 
fmgle blow. 1 he duke of York fled to Ireland', 
the earl of Warwick, one of his boldcft and ableft 
fupporters, efcaped to Calais, with the govern- 
ment of which he had been intruded during the 
late protedtorftiipj and a)! the party, thus fup- 
preffed, concealed t:>eir intentions for a more fa- 
vourable opportunity. Nor was this opportunity 
long wanting ; Warwick having met with fome 
fucceffes at fea, landed in Kent, and being there 
-joined by fome other barons, he marched up to 
London, amidft the acclamations of the people. 
The city immediately opened its gates to him ; 
and his troops encreafing on every day's march, he 
foon found him (elf in a condition to face the royal 
army, which haftened from Coventry to attack 
him. Never was there a more formidable divifion 
of interefts, or greater inveteracy ^between the 
chiefs of either party than the prefent. Warwick 
was one of the moft celebrated generals of his 

age. 
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age. formed for times of trouble^ extremel^rart" 
ful, aad inconteftably brave, equally ikilful in 
tCdtuicil and the field, and infpired with a degree 
•of hatred againft the queen which nothing could 
fupprefs. On the other fide, the queen Teemed 
the only a3ing general : (he ranged the army in 
J>ftttali9, and gave the neceflary orders, while the 
poor king wa$ brought forward, an involuntary 
fpeAator of thofe martial preparations. Both ar<- 
mies met on a plain near Northampton ; the 
queen's forces amounting to above five and twenty 
thoufand men, the earl of Warwick's to near 
double that number. While the queen went about 
iromrankto rank, the king remained in his tenty 
awaiting the ifiue of the combat vVlth female 
•doubts and apprehenfibns. 1 he battle continued 
/or five hours, with the utmoft obflinacy; but at 
length the good fortune and the numbers of War- 
Avick were feen to. prevail. The queen's army 
Was overthrown ; and fhe had the misfortune to 
See the king once more made a prifoner, and 
brought back to his papital in triumph. 

The caufe of the.Yorkifts being thus confirmed 
-by the ftrongeft arguments^ thofe of power, a 
parliament was called to give it their more formal 
ian&ion. The duke of York, whofe profpedls. 
'began to widen as he rofe, from being contented 
with the protestor fhip, now began to claim the 
crown. , It was now, for the firft time, that the 
houfe of lords feemed to enjoy an unbiaiTcd deli- 
berative authority ; the caufe of Henry and the 
houfe of York was folemnly debated, each fide 
producing their reafons without fear of control. 
This was the firft time that a fpirit of true raiional 
•liberty ever appeared to exert itfelf in England, 
and in which recent conqueft did not fuperfede all 
deliberation. The duke of York, though^ a con- 
^ . queror. 
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3a?ror, could not enthrely gain h^^ caufe: itwsur 
etermined that Henry fliould poflefs the throne 
during his life ; and that the duke of York ihould 
be appointed his ru^ceflor, to the utter exclufion^. 
of the prince of Wales, who, yet but a child, was 
infenfible of the injary tbajt was done hjm. 

The queen, to all appearance, now feemed ut- 
terly deftitute of every, re fourcej her armies were 
routed, her husband taken prifoner, and;the par«^ 
liament difclaimed her caufe ; yet, though (he had 
loft all, (he ftill retained her natiye intrepidity and 
perfeverance. She ' was a wom;^n of a great 
Oiind| and fome faults, but ambition feemed to be 
;he leading paiHon in all her condu^* 3elng nowc 
a fugitive,, diitant from the capital, opppfed by ^ 
vi(Slorious army, and a confummate general,^ ihe 
Oill tried every refource to repair her difaftrous 
circumftauces. She flew to Wales j there endca- 
voured to animate her pld friends, and to acquirei 
new. The nobility of jthe North, who regarded 
themfelves as the nioft. warlike of the kingdotn^ 
were moved by indignation to find the foutheri^ 
barons difpofe of the crown, and fettle the govern-; 
ment. 1 hey began to con fide r the royal caufe 
as unjuftly fupprefled ; and the queen foon found 
berfelf at the head of an army of twenty thoufand 
men, ready to fecond her prctenfions. She and 
her old enemy, the duke of York, once more 
met upon Wakefield Green, aear pj 
the caftJe of Sandal ; and vi<^ory on J ^^ 
this pccafion declared itfelf in fa- ^ * . 
voMT of the queen. The duke of York was kil]e4 
in the adion ; and his body was found among 
the flain, his head was cut off by iMargaret's or- 
ders, and fixed on the gates of Yprk, ^lyith a pa-^. 
per crown, in derifion of his pretiended title* His 
ion, the earl of Rutland, a ybiith, of /eveote^n, 
was tajcen prifoner and killed in cold blood, by 

• ' lord 
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lord Clifford, in revenge for his father's death, 
who had fallen in the battle of St. Alban's. 
' Margaret, being vi6lorious, ' marched towards 
London in order to give the king liberty; but the 
earl of Warwick, who now put himfclf at the 
head of the Yorkiftp, comnianded an army, in 
which he led about the captive king to give a 
fan£lion to his attempts. Upon the approach 
of the Lancaftrians he condud^ed his forces, 
ftrengthened by a body of Londoners, who were 
very affedlionate to his caufe, and he gave battle 
to the queen at St. Alban's. While the armies 
were warmly engaged, Lord Lovelace, who com- 
manded a confiderable body of Yorkifts, treache- 
roufly withdrew from the combat, and this decid- 
ed the viftory in favour of the queen. Above 
two thoufand of the Yorkifls periihed in the bat- 
tle, and the perfon of the king again fell into the 
hands of his own party; to be treated with ap- 
parent refpe<S, but real contempt. Lord Bon- 
ville, to whofe care he had been entrufled, ftaid 
with him after the defeat, upon an aflTurance of 
pardon -, but iVlargaret, regardlefsof her hufband's 
promife, immediately ordered his head to be 
ftruck ofF. 

Jt only now remained, that the city of London 
fhould dechre in the queen's favour, but War- 
wick had previoufly fecured it in his intereftsj 
and the citizens, who dreaded her tumultuous ar- 
my, refufc-d to open their gates to her fummons. 
In the mean time, young Edward, the eldeft fon 
cf the late duke of York, began to repair the 
loiTes his party had lately fuftained, and to give 
fpirit to the Yorkifts. This prince, in the bloom 
of youth, remarkable for the beauty of his perfan, 
his bravery, and popular deportment, advanced 
towards London with the remainder of Warwick's 

army j 
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ariny ; and obliging. Margaret to retire, entered 
the city amidft the acclamations of the people. 
Perceiving his own popularity, he fup- ^ j^ . 
pofed that now was the time to lay _ '^j* 
his claim to the crown ; and his friend ^ 
Warwick, ailembling the citizens in St. John's 
fields, pronounced an harangue^ fetting forth the 
title of Edward, and inveighing againft the tyranny 
and ufurpation of the houfe of Lancafter. He 
then demanded whether they chofe Henry for 
their king ; to which the people crying, a York ! 
a York! he quickly called an aflembly of lords 
and bilhops, at Baynard's caftle, and thefe rati* 
fied their choice. The young duke was proclaim- 
ed king, by the title of Edward IV. and then con- 
duced with great ceremony to the palace, where 
Henry ufed to lodge when within the walls of the 
city. 

But the miferies of a civil war were not yet 
compleated, and Margaret was refolved to ftrike 
another blow. Upon her retiring to the North, 
great numbers Rocked to her ftandard, and (be 
was able, in a few days, to aflemble an army of 
fixty thoufand men in Yorkfhire. On the other 
fide, the earl of Warwick cond.u6led young Ed- 
ward at the head of forty thoufand men to cppofe 
her. Both fides at length met near Toutcn, io 
the county of York, to decide the fate of empire, 
and never was England depopulated by fo terrible 
an engagement. It was a dreadful fight, to behold 
an hundred thoufand men of the fame country en- 
gaged againft each other ; and all to fatisfy the 
empty ambition of the weakeft, or the worft of 
mankind. While the army of Edward was ad- 
vancing to tVe charge, there happened a great 
fallof fnowj which driving full in the faces of 

the 
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the enemy, blinded them, and this advantage, fe- 
conded by an impetuous onfet, decided the vic- 
tory, in their favour. Edward ifTued orders to 
give OQ quarter ; and' a bloody flaughter enfued, 
in which near forty thoufsrnd of the Lancaftrians 
were (lain. Edward entered York vidorious ; 
and taking down the heads of his father arid the 
earl of Sahfbury, that were placed over the city 
gates, put up Aat of the earl of^Devonfliire id 
their ftead. 

In the mean time, Margaret hearing the fate 
of her army, and being fenfible that no place iii 
England, could now afford her protedion, {he fled 
with Henry and her fon to Scotland. But no ca- 
lamitv was able to reprefs her perfeverance; though 
fo often overcome, yet (he was refdlved once 
more to enter England with five thoufand men, 
granted her by the^French king; and the unfor- 
tunate Henry was led onward, by his prefence to 
enforce her claims. But even here her former ill 
fortune attended her; and her little fleet was dif- 
perfed by a tempeft, while fhe herfelf efcaped, 
with fome difHculty, by entering the mouth of 
the Twe^d. Soon after a defeat, which her few 
forces fuffered at Hexham, feemed to render her 
caufe defperate ; and the cruelty which was prac- 
tifed upon ail her adherents, rendered it ftill more 
dangerous. 

' The lofs of this, battle appeared to deprive her 
of every refource; (he and her hu(band were 
obliged to feek forfafety in a feparate flight, with- 
out attendants, and without even the necefiaries 
of life. The weak unfortunate king, always im- 
prudent, and always unfuccefsful, thought he could 
remain concealed in England ; but his error was 
foon attended with theobvious confeqoences, being 
taken prifoner, carried to London with ignominy, 
and confined in the Tower. Margaret was ra- 
I ther 
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ther more fortunate. She flying with her Ion into 
aforeft, where fhe endeavoured to conce^.her- 
felf, was fet upon during thedarknefs of the night 
by robhers, who, cither ignorant or regardlefs of 
her quality, defpoiled her of her rin^s and jewds, 
and treated her with the utmoft indignity. But 
(he found more refpedful treatment from one 
of thofe lawlefs men, who, knowing her ftation» 
refolved to procure her fafetv at the hazard. of his 
own ; and at ]aft condu3ea her to the fea coaft, 
whence ihe made her efcape to her fz^Act in Flan- 
kers, wh6, though very poor, ftroye as well as 
he could to fupply her with the neceflaries of life. 
To the fame court the dukes of Somerfet and Exe- 
ter retired ; and they, literally fpeaking, felt ail 
the miferies of want. Philip 4c Comines, the 
French hiftorian, fays he faw the duke of Exe* 
ter following the dpke of Burgundy's equipage 
bare^footed, and ferving for his livelihood as a 
footman. This was a flrange (ituation for a lord, 
who had conduced armies, and was allied to kings 
and princes ; but thofe enjoyments which ferved 
to diftioguifh the great from the little, were not 
fo apparent, then as at, prefent. 

Edward being now by means of the earl of 
Warwick, fixed upon the throne, reigned in peace 
and fecurity, while his title was recognized by 
parliament, and univerfally fubmitted to by the 
people. He began, therefore, to give . t^ 
a loofe to his favourite paiTions ; aiKl a *, 
fpirit of gallantry, mixed with cruelty, '4^4* 
was feen to prevail in his court. In the very fame 
palace, which one day exhibited a fpcSacle of 
horror, was \o be feen the day following a mafic 
or a pageant ; and the king would at once gallant 
a miftrcfs, and infpe^ an execution. In order to 
turn him from thcfe purfuits,' which wqiq calcu* 

lated 
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lated to render him unpopular, the earl of War- 
wick a^vifed him to marry ; and, with his con- ^ 
fenc, went over to France to procure Bona of Sa- 
. voy as queen, and the ^atch was accordingly 
concluded. But whilft the earl was haftening the 
negotiation in France, the king himielf rendered 
it abortive at home, by marrying Elizabeth Wood- 
ville, with whom he bad fallen in love, and whom 
he had vainly endeavoured to debauch. Having 
thus given Warwick real caufe of oiFence, he was 
refolved to widen the breach, by driving him from 
the CQunciJ. Every incident tended to encreafe 
the jealoufy' between the king and this powerful 
fubjed; the favour (hewn the. queen's party, and 
the contempt which was thrown upon the earl, 
manifefted an open ruptuVe. Warwick, wbofe 
prudence was equal to his bravery, foon made ufe 
of both to aifift his revenge; he feduced the duke 
of Clarence, brother to the king ; and to confirm 
that nobleman in his interefts, he gave him his 
daughter in marriage. Thus an extenilve and 
dangerous combination was formed againfl-Edward 
and his miniftry ; and an accident that followed 
foon after, contributed to fan the flame. The in- 
habitants about St. Leonard's Hofpital, in York- 
(hire, complained tha,t the duties levied for that 
inilitution, which were originally allotted for pious 
ufes, were now fecreted by the managers 5 and 
they refufed to contribute their part. 7'hey foon 
after rofe in a b(;dy to oppofe the ecclefiaflical 
feverities that were levelled againft them by the 
earl of Pembroke. It is thought that the earl of 
Warwick had fome hand in fomenting thefe dif- 
orders ; and although this rebellion was qoieted by 
a pardon from Edward, yet fome others, that 
broke out fhortly after, appeared favourable to 
Warwick's defigns. Vengeance fcemcd to be the 

only 
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only motive this nobleman had in view ; and that 
he purfued with unabating afliduity. Plots, trea- 
fons, ftratagems, and negotiations, followed each o- 
ther in rapid fucceffion ; but at laft fortune feemed 
to favour Warwick's aims ; and the king, as we are 
told, fell ifitohis power, by accepted an invitationi 
which the earl gave him, in order to betray him. Be 
this as it may, Edward had foon the good fortune 
to fee hrmfelf at the head of a numerous army, and 
in a condition to take fatisfaftion for the treachery 
of his powerful opponent. Refolving therefore to 
take adv^antage of the enemies weaknefs, after hav- 
ing defeated a party commanded by lord Well, and 
.cut off his head, he marched to give them battle. 
In this exigence, Warwick, and the-duke of Cla- 
rence had no other refourcebut to quit the king- 
dom ; and embarking for Calais, they feized upon 
fome Flemifh veffels, which they found lying along 
that coaft, with which they entered one of the ports 
of France. Here they entered into an union with 
Margaret, which was dictated by neceflityj both 
fides being willing to forget their mutual animofi-* 
ty, in order to fecond their revenge. Lewis the 
king of France,, prepared a fleet to efcort them ; 
and feizing the opportunity, they landed at Dart- 
mouth withafmall body oftroops, while Edwand 
was in the North, fupprefling an infurreftion which 
had lately appeared there. Nothing can be more ex- 
trao: dinary than the fuccefs of Warwick upon this 
occafion. The fpirit of difcontent with which' 
many were infefled, and the general inftability of 
the Englifli nation, confpired with his ambition ; 
and in lefs than fix days fuch multitudes flocked to 
his ftandard, that he faw himfelf at the head of an 
army of threefcore thoufand men. 

It was now become Edward's turn to fly the 
kingdom. He had juft time toeicape an attempt 

VoL.'IL H made 
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made upon his perfon in the night, by themarqini 
-of Montag.4ie ; and to embark on board a fmaU 
fleet, vchich lay ofFLynn in Norfolk* Nor were 
his dangers leifened at fea, where he was chafed 
hy fome ihips belonging to theHanfe towns, who 
Avere then at war with both France and England^ 
Eiit at length he landed fafely in Holland^ where 
he received a cool reception from the duke of Bur- 
gundy, with whom he had fome time befove. eo- 
tiered into an alUance. 

In the mean time, Warwick, with his. rcfifl- 

^ j^ lefs army, advanced to London; and 
'^ * once more the poor paffive king Henry 

^4/ • vvjs releafed from prifon ta be placed 
4ipon a dangerous throne. A parliament was call- 
-«d, which confirmed Henry's title with great fo* 
lemnity i and Warwick was himfelf received a- 
mong the people under the title of the King-maker. 
All the attainders of the Lancaftrians were reverf- 
^d ; and every one was reftored, who had loft ei- 
ther honours or fortune by his former adherence 
to Henry's caufe. All the confiderable Yorkiftfi 
either fled to the continent, or took fhelter in 
/andtuaries, where the ecclefiaftical privileges af* 
forded them proteilion. 

But EdwJ^rd's party, though repreffed, was not 
deflroyed. Though an exile in Holland, he had 
many partizans at home ^ and after an abfence of 
nine months, being feconded by a fmall body of 
forces, granted him by the duke of Burgundy, be 
made a defcent at Ravenipur in Yorkfliire. 
Though at firft he Was coolly received by the Eng- 
l)(h, yet his army encreafed upon its march, whik 
his moderation and feigned humility ftill added to 
the number of his partizans. London at that 
time ever ready to admit the moft powerful, open- 
ed her gates to him } and the wretched Henry was 

•once 
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dncc more plucked from his throne, to be font back 
to his former manfion. 

Thus Warwick began to experience the inftabi* 
lity of fortune, and find his party declining; but 
what gave the moft dreadful blow to his hopes was 
the defeftion ofhisfon-in law, the duke of Cla- 
rence, who went over to Edward, and threw all 
his weight into the oppofite fcale. Nothing now 
therefore remained to Warwick, but to cut fliort 
a ftate of anxious fufpenfe by hazarding a battle ; 
and though he knew his forces to be inferior to 
thofe of Edward, yet he pbced his greateft depen- 
dence upon his own generallhip. With this refo- 
lution, therefore, he marched from St. Alban's, 
where he was ilationed, and advancing towards 
Barnet, within ten miles of London, there rcfol- 
ved to wait for Edward, who was not flow in 
iliarching down to oppofe him. Warwick and Ed- 
ward were at that timeconridered as the two moft re- 
nowned generals of the age ; and now was to be 
ftruck the dccifive blow that was cither to fix Ed* 
ward on the throne, or to overthrow his pretenfi- 
ons for ever. The unfortunate Henry alfo was 
dragged along to be a fpectator of the engagement ; 
happy in his natural imbecillity, which feemcd as 
« balm to foQth all his afflidions. 

The battle began e^rly in the morn- . ^ 
ing, and lafted till noon ; for never * 

did two armies fight with greater ob- a^^I^' 
ftinacy and bravery, not honour, but ^P"^*' '4« 
life, depending): on the iflue of the conteft. The 
example of Warwick infpired his troops with more 
than common refolutlon, and the vi6tory for a 
while feemed to declare in his favour. But an 
atcident at laft thrtw the balance againft him j 
from the miftinefs of the morning, a part of his 
army hap'pening to miftake a body of thsir own 
H 2 forces 
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fjorces for that of the enemv, fell furioufly upon 
them; and this error turned the fortune of the 
day. Warwick did all th^t experience, valour, 
or condu<a could fuggeft, to retrieve the miftake ; 
but it was now too late ; ao art could recover the 
former error ; wherefore, finding all hopes gone, 
fce was rcfolved to fell the conquerors a dear-bought 
victory. He had, contrary to his ufual prafticc, 
•engaged that day on foot ; and led a chofen body 
of troops into the tbickeft of the flaughter, he there 
fell in the midft of his enemies, covered over with 
jvounds. His brother underwent the fame fate ; 
and ten thoufand of his adherents were flain, Ed- 
ward having ordered that no quarter fliQuld be gi- 
ven. 

Margaret, who had been ever fruitful in refources, 
was at that time returning from France with 
her fon, the prince of Wales, where &e had been 
negotiating foj frefh fupplies. She had fcarce time 
to refrelh herfelf from the fatigues of her voyage, 
when ihe received the fatal news of the death of 
the brave Warwick, and the total deftrudilon of 
her party. Though fliehad hitherto boldly with- 
ftood all the attacks of fortune, the prefent infor- 
mation was too violent a blow for nature to fup* 
port. Her grief, for the firft time, found way in 
a torrent of tears ; and yielding to her unhappy 
fate, (he took £an£luary in the abbey of Beaulieu 
in Hampfliire. 

She had pot been long in this melancholy abode 
-befqre fhe found fome few friends ftill willing to 
afiift her fallen fortunes. T'udor, earl of Pem- 
broke, Courtney, earl of Devonlhire, the lords 
Wenlockand St. John, with other men of rank, 
exhorted her frill to hope for fuccefs, and offered 
to afiift her to the laft. A dawn of hope was fuffi* 
xient to revive the courage of this magnanimous 
womao) and the recollection of her former mif- 

fortune$ 
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fortunes gave way to the flattering profpe£ls of a- 
fiother trial. She had now fought battles in almoit 
every province in England ; Tewkfbury-Park was 
the laiifcene that terminated her attempts. The 
duke of Somerfet headed her army ; a man who 
had (hared her dangers, and had ever been fteady 
in her caufe. He was valiant, generous, and po- 
lite ; but ra(h and headftrong. When Edward 
fit ft attacked him in his entrenchments, herepujfed 
him with fuch vigour, that the enemy retired with 
precipitation j upon which the duke, fuppofing 
them routed, purfued, and ordered lord Weniock 
to fupport his charge. But unfortunately this lord 
difobeyed his orders ; and Somerfet's forces were 
foon overpowered by numbers. In this dreadful 
cxigencjfc, the duke, finding that all was over, be- 
came ungovernable in his rage j and beholding 
Weniock inaSive, and remaining in the very p]ac« 
where he bad firft drawn up his men, giving woV 
to his fury, with his heavy battle-axe in both 
hands, he ran upon the coward, and with one blo\^ ' 
dafhed out his brains. 

The queen and the prince were taken prifoners 
after the battle, and brought into the prefence of 
Edward. The young prince appeared before the 
conqueror with undaunted majefty \ and bein<^ 
afked, in an infulting manner, how he dared to 
invade England without leave, the young prince 
more mindful of his high birth than of his ruined 
fortune, replied, ** I have entered the dominions 
** of my father, to revenge hisinjuries, and re- 
" drefs my own." The barbarous Edward, en- 
raged at his intrepidity, ftruck him on the mouth 
with his gauntlet ; and this ferved as a fignal for 
further brutality : the dukes of Gloucefter, Cla- 
rence, and others, like wild beafts, rufliing on the 
unarmed youth at once, ftabbed him to the heart 
with their daggers. To complete the tragedy, 
H 3 iJenry 

Digitized by Google 



174 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

Henry himfelf, who had long been the paffivefpiec- 
tatof of all thefe horrors, was now thought unfit 
to live. The duke of Gloucefter, afterwards 
Richard the third, entering his chamber alone, 
murdered him in cold blood. Of all thofe that 
were taken, none were fufFered to furvive but 
Margaret herfelf. It was perhaps expected that 
(he would be ranfomed by the king of France ; ands 
in this they were not deceived, as' that monarch 
paid the king of England fifty thoufand crowns for 
her freedom, l^his extraordinary woman, after 
having fuflained the caufe of her hufband in twelve 
battles, after having furvivcd her friends, fortunes, 
and children, died, a few years after, in privacy in 
France, very mifcrable indeed } tut with few other 
rlaimjs to our pity, except ber courage^nd her 
diftrcffes. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

EDWARD IV. 

OF all people the Englifli are the moft trul-jr 
compaiiioivate ; and a throne railed upon cru- 
elty never wanted enemies among them. Nothing 
could have been more ill judged than any attempts 
to govern fuch a people by the hands of the exe- 
cutioner 5 and the leaders of cither fa<Sl!on feemed 
in&niibleofrhf€ truth, fcdward being now freed 
from great enemies, twrn^d to the punifliment of 
thofe of the lefler note ; fo that the gibbets were 
hung with his adverfaries, and their eftates confif- 
cated to his ufe. Thebaflard Falconbridge, among 
others, having advanced to London at tne head of 
a fmaM body of forces, was tepulfed ; and being 
taken prifoner was immediately executed. 

But while Edward was thus rendering himfelf 
terrible on the one hand, he was imme/fed in 
abandoned pleafures on the other, Nature, it Teems, 
was notiinf'avourable to him in that refpedt ; as he 
was univerfally allowed tobe the moft beautiful man 
of his time. His courtiers alfo feemed willing to en- 
cotirage thofe debaucheries in which they had a (hare; 
and the clergy, as they themfelves pra6tired every 
kind of Tewdnefs with impunity, were ever ready to 
lend abfoluaon to ali his failings. The truth is, 
rnormous vices had been of late fo common, that- 
adultery was held but as a very flight offence. A- 
mong the numberof his miftrefles was the wife of 
one Shore, a merchant in the city, a woman of- 
mcquifite beauty and good fenfe, but who had not 
H 4.. Yirtue 
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virtue enough to refift the temptations of a beauti- 
ful mafl, and a monarch. 

England now enjoying a temporary calm, Ed- 
ward thought that the heft way to ingratiate himi- 
felf with his fubjeds, would be to affert his right 
to his dominions in Fraoce, which the infurre^ti- 
onsofhis father had contributed to alienate during 
the former reign. An attempt of this kind would 
ferve to give vent to the malignant difpofition of his 
enemies, and would be fure to pleafe the vulgar, 
who are ever more fond of fplendid, than of ufeful 
acquifttions. To profecute this fcbeme, the king 
fent off to his ally, the duke of Burgundy, a rein- 
forcement of three thoufand men, and foon after 
pafled over himfelf atihe head of a numerous ar- 
my. Lewis the eleventh, who was then king of 
France, was, not without reafon, alarmed at this 
formidable invaiion, wh^ch as he was unable to 
refift, he ft rove to obviate by treaty. This 
fucceeded more eftedlually than arms ; the two 
kings had an interview at the bridge of Perpignan ; 
and, upon the prbrriire of a ftipulated fum, Ed- 
ward sjrced to lead his forces back to England. 
This monarch wanted to return home to bi& mif- 
trefles to fpend upon them the money he expeded 
to receive from France j and the French monarch 
hoped foon to put hinifelf in a poflure to r^fufc 
giving thefe fums which he bad only made a pro- 
mife to pay. 

Upon the conclufion of this expedition, which' 
thus endtd without efte<5^, Edward appeared no 
lefs actuated by private paftions unworthy a fove- 
reign and a ftatefman, than jealous of all who 
feemed to defpifc his condud. Among the detail 
of private wrongs, which are too minute forhif- 
tory, an aft of tyranny, of which he was gMilty 
in his own family, defer ves the detcftation of pof- 
♦erity. The duke of Clarence, by all his fervices 

in 
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in deferting Warwick, had never been able to re- 
cover the king's friendlhip, .which he had forfeited 
by his former confederacy with that nobleman. A 
pretext was therefore fought to ruin him ; and the 
opennefs of his hady temper foqn gave the wifhed- 
for occafion. Xhe king hunting one day in the park 
of Thomas Burdet, a creature of the duke's, he killed 
a white buck, which was a favouritq of the owner. 
Burdet vexed at the lofs, broke into a pal&on, 
and wifhed the horns of the deer in the beliy of the 
perfon who had advifcd the king to that.infult. For 
this trifling exclamation, Burdet was tried for his 
life, and publicly executed at Tyburn. The duke 
of Clarence, upon the death of his friend, vented 
his grief in renewed reproaches againd his brother, 
and exclaimed againft the iniquity of the fentence. 
The king, highly offended with this liberty, or 
ufmg that as a pretext againft him, had him arraign- 
ed before the houfe of peers, and appeared in per- 
fon as his accufer. In thole times of confulion, 
every crime alleged by the prevailing party was 
fatal ; the duke was found guilty, and being grant- 
ed a choice of the manner in which he would die, 
he was privately Jrowrted in a butt of malmfey in 
the Tower; awhimfical choice, and implying that 
he had an extraordinary paiHun for that liquor. 

The reft of this monarch's life was fpent in riot 
and debauchery ; in gratifications that are pleafuig 
only to the narrow mind, in ufelefs treaties witn 
France, in which he was ever deceived, and in 
empty threats againft the monarch who had de- 
ceived him. His parliament, become merely the 
minifters of his will, confented, at his requeft, to. 
a war with France, at a time when his alliances 
upon the cominent were fo broken, that it was 
impoffibie for it to fucceed. The people feemed 
ccjually pleafed with the profpedl of an expedition 
H 5 • Which, 
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which, without ferving, could only tend to impove- 
riih the nation ; and great hopes were revived ^ 
once more conquering France. While all wepp 
thus occupied with hope, or private diftruft,, and 
while Edward was employed ia making preparati^ 
ons for that enterprize, he was feiKcd with a dif- 
temper, of which heexpired in the foi'ty-fecond year 
of his age, (and continuing from his firft ufurpa- 
tion,) in the twenty-third year of his reign. The 
chara<Sler of this prince is eafily fummed up. His 
beft qualities were courage and beauty ^ his bad, a 
combination of all the vices. Be fides five daugh- 
ters, this king left two fons, Edward, prince of 
Wales, his fucceffor, then in his thirteenth yearj 
and Richard, duk^of Y-ork, in his fevemh. 
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UPO N tfie death of Edward, the kingd&m 
was divided into two new fad^iohs. The 
queen's family, who, during the laft reign had grown 
into power, was become obnoxious to the old no- 
bility, who could not bear to a6l in fubordination 
to perfons whom they confidered as inferiors. The 
king himfelf, during his life-time, had been able 
to over-awe thefe animoihies , and on his dearth- 
bed endeavoured to guard againft their future in- 
creafe. He exprefled a defire, that his brother the 
duke of Gloucefter fliould be intrufted with the re- 
gency, and recommended peace and unanimity du- 
ring the minority-of his ibn. But the king v^as 
no fooner dead, than the parties broke out with 
^11 their former refentment ; and the duke of 
Gloucefter, a crafty, wicked, and ambitious 
piince, refolved to profic by their mutual con- 
tentions. 

His firft aim was to foment the difcon tents of 
the old nobility, by infinuating^ that the queen 
wanted to hide the meannefe of her original in 
SI multitude of new promotions ; at the fame tinrc 
be redoubled his profeilions of zeal and attach- 
ment to that princefs, and thus entirely gained 
her confidence. Having fucceeded thus far, he 
gained over th« duke of Buckingham, and fom^ 
other lords, to his intcreft?, and prevailed upoi| 
them to fecond him in his attempts to get 
ihe guardianfliip of the young king conferred 
upon him, together with the cullody of his 
pcrfon. ^ 

2 ' Bcinj 
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Being fure of the affiftance of thefe noblemen, 
he refolved to take the Iciiig out of the cuftody 
of the earl of Rivers, his uncle by the mother's 
fide; and having procured that nobleman to be 
arrefted, he met young Edward in perfon, and 
offered to condudl him up to London, v(^ith the 
mod profound demonftracions of refped):. Hav- 
ing thus fecured the perfon of the king^ his next 
ftep was to get the charge of the king*s brother, 
a boy of about feven years old, who, with the 
queen, his mother, had taken fan£iuary in Weft- 
minfter-Abbey. The quten who had forefeen 
from the beginning the dangers that threatened 
her family, was very hardly perfuaded to deliver 
up her child ; but at the interceffion :of the pri- 
mate, and the archbifhop of York, (he was at 
laft induced to comply ; and clafping her child in 
her arms, with a laft embrace, took leave of him 
with a fliower of tears. The young king finding 
that he was to have the pleafure of his brother's 
company, was greatly rejoiced at the queen's com- 
pliance, not confidering the fatal intent of thefe 
preparations J for in a few days atter the duke of 
Gloucefter, who had been made protedlor of 
the reailm, upon a pretence of guarding their 
perfons from danger, conveyed thtm both to the 
Tower. 

Having thus fecured the perfons of thofe he 
intended to deftroy, his next ftep was to fpread 
a report of their illegitimacy ; and, by pretended 
obftacles, to put oft the day appointed for the 
young king's coronation. Lord Stanley, a man 
of deep penetration, was the firft to difclofe his 
fears or the J)rote£tor's having ill defigns; and 
communicated his fufpicions to lord Haftings, 
who long had been firmly attached to the king's 
family. Haftings would at firft give the furmife 
no credit 3 and probably his wiQics that fuch a 
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proje£l might not be true, influenced his judg« 
ment, and confirmed his fecuricy. But he was 
foon undeceived; for Catefby, a vile inftrument 
of the protedlor, was fent to found him, and to 
try whether he could not be brought over to aflift 
the proje(Sied ufurpation* Ha (lings treated the 
propofal with horror; he profefled himfelf im- 
movable in his adherence to the king; and his death 
was therefore refolved on by the protedor. 

In the mean time, orders had been difpatched 
to execute the lords Rivers, Gray, and,Vaughan, 
who had been confined in Pomfret caftle,- and 
whofe only crime was tAcir attachment to the 
young king. On the very day on which they 
were beheaded, the protedtor fummoncd a coun- 
cil in the Tower,, wiilther lord Haitings, amongft 
oihers, repaired, no wayTufpedling that his own 
life was in danger. The duke of Gloucefter was 
capable of committing the moft bloody and trea- 
cherous murders wich the utmoft coolnefs and 
indifference. He came thither at nine o'clock in 
the morning with a moft chearful countenance^ 
feiluiiiig the members with the u^moft affability, 
and demonflrations of unufual good iiumour. He 
complimented the bifhopof Ely on his early ftraw- 
berries, and begged to have a difli.of them. He 
then left the council, as if called away by other 
buftnefs ; but defired that his abfence might not 
interrupt the debates. In about an hour he re- 
turned, quite altered in look, knitting his brows, 
biting his lips, and (hewing, by a frequent change 
of countenance, the figns of fome inward pertur- 
bation. A filence enfued for fome time j and the 
lords looked upon each other, not without reafon, 
expedling fome horrid cataftrophe. At length, 
be broke the dreadful filence : " My lor^s, cried 
** he, what punifliment do they defcrve, who 
'* have confpired againft my life ?" This queftion 
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redoubled the aftoniihment of the afTembly ; tnd 
the filencc continuing, lord Haftings at length 
made anfwer, that whoever did fo, defcrved to 
be puntjhed as a traitor. " Thefe traitors, cried 
** the protestor, are tire forcerefs, my brother's 
" wife, and Jane Shore his miftrefs, with others, 
•"^ their affociates. See to what a condition they 
•< have reduced me by their incantatioTis and 
•* witchcrafts." Upon which he lard bare his 
arm, all fhri veiled and decayed. The amaze- 
ment of the council feemed to increafe at this 
terrible accufation 3 and lord Hadings again fatd : 
** If they have committed fuch a crime, they 
" deferve punilhmeni." ** If, cried the pro- 
** teclor, with a loud voice, doft thou anfwer m« 
** with Ifs? 1 tell thee that t ey have confpired 
** my death ; and that thou, traitor, art an accom- 
«* plice in their crime." He then ftruck the 
table twice with his hand*; and the room was in- 
ftantly filled with armed men ** I arreft thee," 
continues he, turning to Huftings, " for high trea- 
" fon;" and at the fame time gave him in charge 
to the foldiers." In the me tn while, the council 
room was filled with tumult and coniufion ; and 
though no refcue was offered, yet the foldiers 
caufed a buftle as if they apprehended danger. 
One of them narrowly mi fled cleaving lord Stanley's 
head with a battle-axe; but he fortunately efcapcd, 
by flirinking under the table. In ail probability 
the fellow had orders for that attempt, and fhould 
Stanley be killed, his death might be afcribed 
to the tumult caufed by an intended refcue. How- 
ever, though he efcapcd the blow, he was arreft* 
cd by the protedor's order, who was well ap- 
prized of his attachment to the young king. As 
for lord liaftings, he was obliged to make a fliort 
confeffion to the next prieft that was at hand ; the 
prote6tor crying out, By St. P«ul, th^t he would 

not 
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not dine tWl he had feen his head taken off. He 
was accordingly hurried" out to the Little Green 
before the Tower-chapel, and there beheaded on 
a log of wood that accidentally lay in the way. 
Two hours after, a proclamation, very well drawn 
qp, was read to the citizens of London, enume- 
rating his oflFences, and palliating the fuddennefs 
of his punifliment. It was remarked, however, 
by a merchant among the auditors, that the pro- 
clamation was certainly drawn up by a fpirit of 
prophecy. 

Tlie proteAor, having thus got rid of ihofe he 
moft feared, was willing to pleafe the populace by 
punifliing Jane Shore, the late kiog's miftrefs. 
This unfortunate woman was an enemy too hum- 
ble to excite his jealoufy; yet as he had accufed 
her of witchcraft, ,of which all the world fiwihc 
was innocent, he thought proper to make her an 
example, for thofe faults of which (he was really 
guilty. Jane Shore had been formerly dcludtd 
.from herhufband, who was a goldfriuth in Lom- 
bard Street, and continued to live with tdwurd, 
the moft guiltkfs miftrefs in his abandoned court. 
She was ever knowii to intercede for the diftrtfild, 
and was ufualiy applied to as mediator for mcr^y. 
She was charitable, generous, and of a moft plea- 
(ing converfation j her wit being faid to be as ir- 
rcfiftible as her beauty. As (he was blamelefs in 
other refpefls, the protestor ordered her to be 
fued for incontinency, as having left herhufband 
to live in adultery with another, it is very proba- 
ble, that the pt^ople were not difpleafed «t ft-eing 
one again reduced to her former meannels, who 
had for a while been raifcd aliove them, and en- 
joyed the fmiles of a court. The charge againft 
her was too notorious to be denied 3 ibe pleaded 
guilty, and was accordingly condemned to walk 

baw- 
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bare-footed through the city» and to do penance in 
St. Paul's church in a white fheet, with a wax- 
taper in her hand, before thoufands of fpe<dators. 
She lived above forty years after this fentence, re- 
duced to the moft extreme wretchednefs ; and Sir 
Thomas More, in the fucceeding reign, aiTures us. 
that he faw her gathering herbs in a field near the 
city for her nightly repaft ; an extraordinary ex- 
ample of the ingratitude of courts, and the reverfes 
of fortune. 

The protector now began to throw off the 
maflc, and to deny his pretended regard for the 
fons of the late king, thinking it high time to af- 
pire at the throne more openly. He had previ- 
oufly gained over the duke of Buckingham, a man 
ofvtalents and power, by bribes and promiies of 
future favour. This nobleman, therefore, ufed 
all his arts to infufe into the people an opinion of 
the baltardy of the late king, and alfo that of his 
children. Dodlor Shaw, a popular preacher, was 
hired to harangue the people from St. Paul's Crofs 
to the famepurpofej where, after having difplay- 
ed the incontinence of the qiieen, and infifted on 
the illegility of the young king's title, he then 
expatiated on the virtues of the protedtor. *' I(j 
*« is the protestor, cried he, who carries in his 
** face the image of virtue, and -the marks of a 
<* true defccnt. He alone can reftore the loft 
** glory and honour of the nation." It was hoped, 
upon this occasion, that fome of the populace 
would havd cried out. Long live king Richard ! 
but the audience remaining filent, the duke of 
Buckingham undertook to perfuade them, in his 
turn. His fpeech was copious upon the calamities 
of the laft reign, and the baftardy of the prefent 
race ; he faw only one method of ihielding off the 
miferies that threatened the ftate, which was, to 
tUA the procedor 3 but he feemed spprehenfivc 

that 
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that he never would be prevailed on to accept of 
a crown, acompanied with Aich difRculty and 
danger. He next afked his auditors whether the7 
would have the protedlor for their king ; but was 
mortified to find that a total file»ncc enfued. The 
mayor, who was ia the fecret, willing to relieve 
~ him in this embarrafling iituation, obfervcd, that 
the citizens were not accuftomed to be harangued 
by a perfon of fuch quality, and would only give 
an anfwcr to their recorder* This officer there- 
fore, repeated the duke's fpeech, but the people 
continuing flill filent, ^* This isflrangeobfVinacv, 
** cried the duke; we only require of you, in 
<* plain terms, 'to declare whether, or not you 
•• will have the duke of Gloucefter foi^ your 
*< king i as the lords and commons have fufficient 
" power without your concurrence ?** After all 
thefe efForts, fome of the meaneft apprentices, in- 
cited by the prote&or's and Buckingham's fer- 
vants, raifing a feeble cry.of^ *^ God fave kine 
Richard I'* the mob at the door, a defpicable clais 
of people, ever pleafed with novelty, repeated the , 
cry, and. throwing up their caps, repeated, A 
Richard! a Richard ! 

In this manner the duke took the advantage of 
4his faint approbation ; and the next day, at the 
head of the mayor and aldermen, went to wail 
upon the protti^or, at Baynard's Caftle, with of- 
fers ©f the crown. When Richard was told that 
a great multitude was waiting at the door, with 
his ufual hypocrify he appeared to the crowd in a 
gallery between two bifhops, and at firfl feemed 
quite furprifed at fuch a concourfe of people. But 
when he was informed that their bufinefs was to 
offer him the crown, he declared againft accept- 
ing it ; alleging his love for the late king, his 
brother, his afFedlion for the children under his 
care, and his own infufficiency. Buckingham 

feeming 
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feeming difpleafed with this anfwer^ muttCFed 
fome words to himfelf, but at length plainly told 
him, " That it was needlefs to refufe, for that 
^* the people were bent on making him king ^ that 
** they had now proceeded too far to recede, and 
** therefore, in cafe of his refufal, were deter« 
•* mined to offer the crown where it would meet I 
•* a more ready acceptance." This was arefolu- | 
tion which the orotedor's tendernefs for his pc ople | 
would not (ufttr him tu fee efFe<fled. *' I per* | 
^^ ceive« cried he, in a modeft tone, that the i 
<< kingdom is refolytd to load roe with prefer- 
^ ment«) unequal Co my abilities or niv choice i yet 
** finoe it is my duty to obey the diflates of a free 
^ people, I will, though relu£iantly, accept their 
** petition. I chenefere, from this momerrt, enter 
<< upon the government of England and France, 
-^* with a refdution to defend the one, and fubdue 
** the other." The crowd vbeing thus difmifled, 
each man returned home, pondering upon the pro- 
ceedings of the day •, and making fuch remarks ts 
paffion, intereft, or party oiightfuggeft. 
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CHAP. xxr. 

RICHARD III. 

ONE crime ever draws on another; juftict 
will revolt againft fraud, and ufurpation re- 
quires fecurity. As foon, therefore, as ^» j^ 
Kichard was feated upon the throne, he ' o« ' 
fent the governoi of the Tower orders to ^^^' 
put the two young princes to death i but this brtve 
man^ whofe name was Brackenbury* refu&d to 
be rnnde the inftrument of a tyrant^s wilh and 
fubmiHively anfwered, that he knew not how tb 
embrue his hands in innocent blood. A fit inftf u« 
ment, however, was not long wanting ; Sir Jamei 
Tyrrel readily undertook the office, and Bracken* 
bqry was ordered to refign to him the keys for ont 
night. Tyrrel choofing three aflbdates, Slafier^ 
Deighton, and Forell, came in the night-tittie t0 
the door of the chamber, where the princes were 
lodged^ and fending in the aiTaiTios, be bid them 
execute (heir commiiiion, while be himfelf ftaid 
\|rithout. They found the young pj'inces in bed^ 
and fallen into a found fleep : after fulFocating 
(hem with the bolftier and pillows, they (hewed 
their nakpd bodies to Tyrtcl ; who ordered them 
to be buried "at the ftair-foot, deep in the ground, 
under an heap of i^ones, Thefe fatSis ap|>eared in 
the fupceediog rei^n, being confefl'ed by the per- 
petrators i who, howjever, efcaped puni&ment for 
the (^rime^ 1 he bodies of the princes were after* 
wards fought for by Henry Vil. but could not be 
foMOji j however^ in the r^eign of Charles II. the 
bones f»f twp pi9f fons, anfwering their age, were 
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found in the very fpot where it was faid they were 
buried ; they were interred in a marble monu- 
ment by order of the king in WtHminfter Ab- 
bey. 

Richard had now waded through every obftaclc 
to the throne ; and began'after the manner of all 
ufurperS) to ftrengthen his ill-got power by fo- 
reign connexions. Senfible, al lb, of the influence 
of pageantry and (hew upon the minds of the peo- 
ple, hecaufed himfelf to be crowned firft at Lon- 
don, and afterwards at York, The clergy he en- 
deavoured to fecure by great indigencies i and his 
friends, by beftowin^ rewards on them, in pro- 
portion as they were mftrumental in placing hioi 
on the throne. 

But while he thus endeavoured to eftabliih his 
power, he found it threatened in a quarter where 
be leaftexpedted an attack. The duke of Buck- 
ingham, who had been too inftrumehtal in placing 
him on the throne, though he had received the 
greateft rewards for his fervices, yet continued to 
wifli for more. He had alieady feveral pofts and 
governments conferred upon him ; but that noble- 
man, whofe avarice was infatiable, making a de- 
mand of the confifcated lands in Hereford, to 
which his family had an antient claim, Richard, 
cither relu£bintly complied with his requeft, or 
but partially indulged it, fo that la coolnefs foon 
enfued ; and no fooner had Buckingham fu(:>pofed 
himfelf injured, than he refolved to dethrone a 
monarch, whofe title was founded in injuftice. 
At firft, however, this afpiring fubjeft remained 
in doubt, whether he (hould put up for the crown 
himfelf, or fet up another ; but the latter refolu- 
tion prevailing, he determined to declare for Hen- 
ry, earl of Richmond, who was at that time an 
exile in Britany, and was confldered as the only 
furviving branch of the houfe of Lancaftcr. 

Henry, 
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Henry, earl of Richmond was at that time de. 
tained in a kind. of honourable cuftody by the duke 
of Britany. He was one of thofe* who had the 
good fortune to efcape the numerous maiTacres 
of the preceding reign ; but as he was a dcfccn- 
dant oT John of Gaunt, by the female line, he 
was for that reafon obnoxious to thofe in power. 
He had long lived in exile ; and was, at one time, 
delivered up to the embaffadors of Edward, who 

. "were preparing to carry him over to England, when 
the prince, who delivered him, repented of what * 
he had done, and took him from the ambafladort 
juft as they were leading him on (hipboard. This 
was the youth on whom the duke of Buckingham 
caft his eye, to fucceed to the crown, and a ne- 
gotiation Vas begun )>etween them for that pur- 
pofe. Henry's her>crditary right to the throne was 
doubtful, but the crimes of the ufurper ferved to 
ilrengthen his claims.. However, ftill further to 
improve his title, a marriage was projeded be- 
tween him and the princefs Elizabeth, efdef{ 
daughter of the late king, and the queen dowager 
was prevailed on heartily to accede to the meafure, 
Richard, in the mean time, either informed by 
his creatures, or kept diftruflful by confcious 
guilt, began to fufpeft Buckingham's fidelity ; and 
the fecret informations which he daily received, 
left him no room todouKt of the truth of his fuf- 
picions. ImprefFed with this jealoufy, therefore, 
he formed a refolution of fending for him to court; 
and the duke's refufing to obey the fummons, 
confirmed him in his fears. But he foon had the 
plaineft proofs of Buckingham's enmity, intelli- 
gence arriving that this nobleman was at the head 

""of a large body of men in arms, and marching to- 
wards the weftern fliore, Richard, whofe con- 
rage no danger could allay, immediately put him- 

felf 
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felf in a pofture of defence, by levying fomc 
troops in the Norths and prepared td meet the 
infurgents with his ufual expedition. But fortune 
{tented his friend on the prefent occafion, and ren- 
dered all his preparations unnecefTary. As J)uck- 
ingham was advancing by hafty marches towards 
Gloucefter, where he defigned to crofs the Se- 
vern, juft at that time the river was fwoln to fuch 
a degree, that the country on both fides Was de- 
luged, and even the tops of fome hills Were co- 
vered with water. This inundation continuecl for 
ten days ; during which Buckingham's army, 
compofedof Welihmen, could neither pafs the ri- 
ver, nor find fubfiftence on their own fide ; they 
were, therefore, obliged to difperfe, and return 
home notwithftanding al) the duke's efforts to pro- 
long their ftay. In this helpUfs fituation, the duke, 
after a (hort deliberation, took refuge at the houfe 
of one Banifter, who had been Ms fcrvant, and 
who had received repeated obligations from his- fa- 
mily. But the wicked feldom find, as they feldom 
exert, friendfbip. Banifter, unable to refift the 
temptation of a large reward that was fet upon 
the duke's head, went and betrayed him to the 
iheriff of Shroplhlre; who, furroundrng the houfe 
with armed men, feized the duke, ih the habit of 
a peafant, and condu<5ted him toSalifbury j where 
he was inftantly tried, condemned, and executed, 
according to the fummary method pradtifed in thoie 
ages. 

In the mean time the duke of Richmond landed 
in England ; but finding his hopes fruftfated by 
the failure of Buckingham, he haftily fet fail again, 
*and returned to Britany. Thus every occurrence 
fecnied to promife Richard a long poffefiion of the 
crown ; however, the authofity of parliament wai 
ftill wanting to give fan£tfon to the injufticeof his 
proceedings j but in thofe times of ignorance and 

guilt 
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guile that was eafily procured. An a^ was paiied, 
confrrming the illegitrmacy of Edward's children ; 
an a£t of attainder alfo was confi' led -againft 
Henry earl of Richmond $ and all e ufurper's 
wribes feemed to be the aim of thei beratiofls^ 
One thing, however, was wanting ^ complete 
Richard's fecurity, which was the death otf his 
rival ; to effect which, he fent ambaiTadors to th$ 
doke of Britany, feemindy upon bufinefs of a 
public nature ; but in reaiity, to treat with Lan« 
dais, that prince's minifter, to deliver up Rich^ 
mond. The minifter was bafe enough \o enter 
into the negotiation ; but Richmond having had 
timely notice, fled away into France, and juft 
reached the conHnes of that kingdom when h^ 
found that he was purfued by thofe who intended 
giving him up to his rival. 

Richard thus finding his attempts to feiie his 
enemy's pcrfon unfuccefsfuJ, became every day 
more cruel, as his power grew more precarious* 
Among thofe who chiefly exerted his jealoufy, was 
the lord Stanley, who. wafe married to the widow 
of Edward; and to keep him fteadfaft in obedi- 
ence, he took his Ton as an hoftage for the father's 
behaviour. He now alfo refolved to get rid <rfhi9 
prefeiit queen, Anne^ to make room for a match 
with his niece, the princefs Elizabeth, by whofc 
alliance he hoped to cofver the injuftice of his 
claims. Ihis lady, whom he defired to get rid 
of, was the widow of the young prince of Wales^ 
whom he had murdered vi^ith his own hands at 
Tewkfbury; and it is no (light indication of thfe 
barbarity of the times, that the widow fhould ac- 
cept for her fecond lord, the murderer of her for- 
mer huiband. But (be Was now rewarded for her 
former inhumanity, as Richard treated her with 
fo much pride and indtiFerence, that^fhe died with' 

grief. 
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grief, according to his ardent expedation. How- 
ever, his wi flies were not crowned with fuccefs in 
his applications to Elizabeth ; the mother, indeed, 
v^as not averfe to the match ^ but the princefs ^ 
herfelf treated his vile addrefles with contempt and " 
^ deteftation. 

Amidil the perplexity caufed by this unexpeded 
refufal, he received information that the earl of 
Richmond was once more making preparations 
to land in England, and aflert his claims to the 
crown. Richard, who knew not in what quarter 
he might expe£t the invader* had taken poft at 
Nottingham, in the centre of the kingdom ; and 
had given commiilions to feveral of his creatures, 
to oppofe the enemy wherever he fliould land. 
The account received of Richmond's preparations 
was not ungrounded \ he fet out from Harfleur 
in Normandy, with a retinue of about two thou- 
fand perfons ; and after a voyage of ^ fix days, 
arrived at Milford- Haven, in Wales, where h^ 
landed without oppofition, Sir Rice ap Thomas, 
and Sir Walter Herbert, who were intrufted to 
oppofe him in Wales, were both in his interefts; 
the one immediately deferted to him, and the i 

other made but a feeble oppofition. Upon news , 

bf this defeat, Richard, who was poiTefTed of 
. courage and military condudl, his only virtues, xn-' 
flantly refolved to meet his antagonift, and decide I 

their mutual pretenfions by a battle. Richmond, 
on the other band, being reinforced by Sir Tho- 
mas Bourchier, Sir Walter Hungerford, and o- 
thers, to the number of about fix tboufand, boldly 
advanced with, the fame intentions; and in a few 
days, both armies drew near Bofworth-iield, to 
determine a conteft that had now for more than 
forty years filled the kingdom with, civil commo- 
tions and, deluged its plains with blood. 

The 
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The army of Richard was above double that of . 
Henry ;. but the chief confide^ice of the latter Jay 
in the friendfliip and fecret afluranccs of lord 
Stanley, who, with* a bodv of feven thoufand men^ 
hovered near the field of oattle, and declined en- 
gaging on either fide. 

Richard perceiving his enemy advance, drew up 
his army,, confifting of about thirteen thoufand . 
men, in order of battle; he gave the command of 
the van-guard to the duke of Norfolk, while he 
led the nia.in body himfelf, with the crown on his 
head, defigning by this either to infpire the enemy 
with awe, or to render himfelf confpicuous to his 
own army. The van of Richmond's army, con- 
fifting of archers, was commanded by Johnj earl 
of Oxford J Sir Gilbert Talbot led the right wing, 
Sir John Savage the left; while the carl himfelf, 
accompanied by his uncle the earl of Pembroke, 
placed himfelf in the main body. Lord Stanley in 
the mean time, poftcd himfelf on one flank between 
the two armies, while his brother took his ftation 
on the other which was oppofite. Richard feeing 
him thus in a fitua'tioh ecjually convenient for join- 
ing either army, immediately feot him orders to 
unite himfelf to the main body, which- the other 
refufing he gave inftant orders for beheading lord 
Stanley's fon, whom he ft ill kept as an hoftage. 
He was perfuaded, however, to poftpone the exe- 
cution till after the fight ^ and attending to the 
more important tranfadions of the day, he direfted 
the trumpets to found to battle. The two armies 
approaching each other, the battle began with a 
(howefoi arrows, and foon the advcrfe fronts were 
feen clofing. This was what lord Stanley had for 
fome lime expected, who immediately profiting by 
the occafion, joined the line of Richmond, and 
thus turned the fortune of the day. This meafure. 

Vol. II. I which 
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which was^ fo ujaexj^fied to^ the men, though not 
to their le^lers, had a proportioned e&d on both, 
armies i it infpired unufual courage into Henry's 
loldiers, and t^rew Richard's in^aconfuflon. Tlif^ 
intrepid tyrant perceiving the danger of His fitua-' 
tion, fpurred up his horfe into the thickeft of the 
light, wbilc Rijchfnond quitted his ftationbebind» 
to encourage his troop's by bis prefence in the fr(Mit» 
iyichard pierteiving hiiti, was defirous of ending ait 
bjrone blow} and With irrefiftjbte fury ilew throu^ 
thoufands to attack him. He flew Sir William. 
Brandon, the earl's ftandard bearer, who attempted 
io flop bis career*. Sir John Cheney having taken . 
Branaon^s place^ was thrown by him totheground, 
R^ichmond, in the mean time, itood firm to oppofe 
him; but they were feparated by the interpofing 
crowd* Richard, thus difapppinted, w;ent, by his' 
prefence, to infpire his troops at^nother quarter; 
but at length perceiving^ his army everywhere 
yielding or ilying, and now finding that all was 
g6ne, he rufbed with a loud fhout into tne midft 
of the enemy, and there met a better death than his , 
crimes and cruelties deferved. After the battle, 
ii'rs body was found ftripped among an heap of (lain, 
-covered over with wounds, and the eyes frightfully 
flaring. In this manner it was thrown acrofs ar> 
horfe, the head hanging down on one fide, and 
the legs on the other, and thus carried to Leicefler. 
It lay there two days cxpofcd to public view, and 
then was buried without farther ceremony. 

Richard's crown being found by one of Henry's 
ibldiers on the field of battle, it was immediately 
placed upon the head of the conqueror, while the 
whole army, as if infpired with one voice, cried 
©lit, ^ Long live king Henry !" 

Thus ended the, bloody reign of. Richard ; and 
by his death tbe race of the Plantagenet .kings, 
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who had been i#hp>oflcffiorrortbe crown during the 
fpacepf three hiindred and thirty yiars, became 
cxtiaSt* Thu-s* endcd'atfo th* contcrfs between the 
hK>if/es of York and Lancaffter^ by which moft of 
Cheantient^ famfilieS' of the krngdonr were extin- 
gaifiiedir amd more than an hanSred thoufand men 
loft their liv^sy either by the fwbrd or the ex6cu^ 
tk>ner. 

Th^diAenfionr bad, for fohve time, reduced 
the kingdof»l!0 a-ftate of Tavage' barbarky. Laws, 
afts,^ and- cbmrndrce^ which had' before emitted 
foiKe fe<AIegleai^S| were entirely neglected for the 
ptFa^lkis of amis; and to be a conquei>or wasf fuffi* 
cienli i^nth6eyesof the brut2L^ people, totfand for 
every other virtue. The EngliQi had as yet, but 
little idea of legal fubordination ; nor could they 
give any applaufe to thofe who attempted to culti- 
vate the arts of peace, the whole of their ftudy and 
education being turned for war. The ferocity of 
the people to each other was incredible. However, 
the women, whatever part they took in the diftur- 
bances of the government, were exempted from 
capital punifliments^; nor were they ever put to 
death, except when convifted of witchcraft or 
poifoning. As for the clergy, they were entirely 
diftinft from the laity, both in cuftoms, laws, and 
learning. They were governed by the code of 
civil law, dr^wn up in the times of Juftinian; 
while the laity were held by the common-law, 
which had been traditional from times immemorial 
in the country. The clergv, however we may be 
told to the contrary, undcrftood and wrote Latin 
fluently ; while the laity, on the other liand, un- 
der (Ipod nothing of Latin, but applied themfelves 
wholly to the French language, when they afpired 
at the chara<5^er of a polite education. The clergy, 
ai a body drftindt from the ftate, little interelted 
I 2 themfelves 
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themfclves in civil policy ; and perhaps they were 
not difpleafed to fee the laity, whom they confi-. 
dered lefs as fmow-fubje& than rivals for power^ 
weakening themfelves by continual contefts, and 
tbiis rendering themfelves moreeafily manageable. 
In fhort» as there was no knowledge of govern* 
ment among the individuals, but what totally re- 
fulted from power, the ftate was like a feverifli 
conAitution, ever fubjed to ferment and diforder« 
France, indeed, had ferved for fome time as a drain 
for the peccant humours ; but when that was no 
longer open, the diforders of the conftitution 
feemed daily to encreafe, and vented themfelves at 
lad in all the horrors of a long continued X:ivil war* 



CHAP. 
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C HA P. XXIL 
H E N R . Y VII. 

• 

AFTER having pre&nced the reader with a 
frightfifl train of trcafons, ftrata- a r\ 
gems, murders^ and Ufurpations, weai^ *R ' 
»ow beginning to emerge into a time of ^ ^' 
greater importance and glory. We are now to 
view the condu^ of a monarch, who, if not the 
beft, was,^ at leaft, the moft ufeful of any that ever 
fat upon the Briti(h throne. We are now to be- 
hold a nation of tumult reduced toGiviffubordina* 
tlon ; an inforent and fa£tious ariftocracy humbled, 
wife laws enacted, commerce reilored, and th« 
peaceful arts made amiable to a people, for whom 
-war alone heretofore had charms. Hitherto we 
{lave only beheld the actions of a barbarous nation, 
obeying with reluctance, and governed by caprice; 
but henceforward we may difcaver more refidcJ 
politics, and better concerted fchemes; human 
wifdom, as if roufed from her lethargy of thirteen 
hundred years, exerting all her efforts to fubdue 
the natural ferocity of the people, and to introduce 
permanent felicity. 

Henry's firft care upon coming to the throne, 
was to marry the princefs Elizabeth, daughter of 
Edward the fourth; and thus he blended the in- 
t<:refts of the boufes of York and LancaAer, fa 
that ever after they were incapable of diftmdlion. 
Neverthelefs, being apprehenfive that the people 
might fuppofe he claimed the crown in right of 
this union, he deferred the queen's coronation till 
two years after, by which he made the priority of 
his own claim incontefiible. His reign alfo hap- 
1 3 pily 
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pily commenced with an obedience to the forms of 
law, of which England had hitherto feen but few 
examples. An aft had been paffed in the preceding 
reign for the attainder of his friends and followers, 
which continued ftill in force ; and the names of 
many members pf that houfb^ by which it was to 
be repealed, were expreflj mentioned in the at^in- 
der. To fuffcr thefe to join in repealing thai fta* 
tute, would be admitting them as judges irt their 
own caufc; but to this Henry prudently obje^ed, 
obliging them to leave the houfe, till an ^<St was 
pafled for revcrfing their attainder. 

Before this reign, 4t had been ufual for the king 
when any perfon was attainte.d, to give away hip 
tftates after his execution, ^o any of the court fa- 
. vouritcs that happened to be moft in confidence. 
Henry wifely perceived that this fcveritjr had two 
bad etedls j the cruelty of the meafure in the firft 
place excited indignation ; and \t alfo made the fa^ 
vourite too powerful for fubjeflion. In order to 
remedy thefe inconvenieocics, he madp a law tp 
deprive thofe who y/tre found in arms of their ef- 
tates and efFefts, and fcqueftef them for the bcwcfit 
of the crown. 

A great part of the miferies of his predeceffors 
proceeded from their poverty, vyhich was xnoRlj 
occasioned by riot and diflipation ffenry faw that 
money alone could turn the fcale pf power in hi| 
favour; and therefore hoarded up 9I1 the confif- 
cations of h^s enemies with the uf moft frugality.. 
From hence he has been accu^d by biftorjans pf 
flvarice j but fhat avaripe which tends tp ftrengthcn 
government and reprefs feditioii, is not only ex- 
cufable, but pr a ifer worthy. " I^iberality in a kipg 
is too often a mifplaced virtue. What is thus 
given, is generally extprtecj from the induftrioys 
and needy, to be 'lavifhed as rewards on the rich, 
' ^ infxdious, and the fawning i upon the fyco- 
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phants of a cpurt^ or the Imprpvers of luxurious 
refihemeiit. Henry (hewed himfelf very different 
froih his predeceilors in thefe refpe^, as he gave 
awav very fevir rewards to the courtiers about his 
per(on } and none e^^cept the needy fliared his be- 
nefadtions. He releafed all prifoners for debt in his 
dominions^ whofe debts did iiot aiQount to forty 
(hillings, and paid their creditors from the royal 
coffers. Thus his oeconomy rendered him n0t 
only ufeful tathe poor, but enabled liim tobe juft 
to his own creditors, either abroad or at home. 
Thofefums which he borrowed from the city of 
London, or any of bis fubjeds, he repaid at the 
appointed day with the utmoft punctuality) and 
in proportion as he was efteemed \v bis own domi* 
nions, he became refpe<^able abroad. 

With regard to the king's fervants, he was him>. 
felf the only a^ing minifter ; and as for the reft, 
be did not cnoofe his under-agents from among the 
nobility, as had bieen moft ufual ; but pitched upon 
John Morton, and Richard Fox, 'two clergymen, 
perfons of induftry, vigilance^ and capacity^, to 
whom he chiefly confided his affairs and'fecret 
councils. They had (hared with him in^ll his for- 
mer dangers and diiire(|[es ; and he now toolc care 
that they ihould participate in his good fortune i 
the one being foon after crekted bifhop of Ely^* the 
other bi(hop of Exeter. He perhaps fuppufed, 
that as clergymen were naturally more dependent 
Of} him than the nobility, fo they would be more 
fubmiflive to his commands, and more adive iit 
their fervices. 

Immediately after his marriage with Elizabeth* 
be iffued a general jmrdon to all fuch as chofe toe 
accept it; but thofe lords who had beeii the favou- 
rites of the laft reign, and long accuftpmedto tur- 
bulence, refufed his proffered tendernefs, and flew 
tm acms« Lord Lovel, together with Humphrey^ 
I 4 au4 
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and Thomas Stafford, placed themfelves at the 
head of this infurrefiion ; but Henry fent the 
duke of Bedford to oppofe them, with orders to 
try what might be done by offering a pardon, be- 
fore he made any attempts to reduce them. The 
duke pundually obeyed his inftrudions ; and a 
general promife of pardon was made to the rebels, 
which had a greater effect on the leaders than on 
their followers. Lovel, who. had undertaken an 
enterprise that exceeded his courage and capacity, 
was fo terrified with the fears of defertion among 
his troops, that he fuJdenly withdrew himfelf ; 
and, after lurking fome time in Lancafhire, made 
bis efcape into Flanders, where he was proteAed 
by the dutcbefs of Burgundy. The Staffbrds took 
fanfiuary in the church of Colnham, a village 
near Abingdon ; but it appearing that this church 
had not the privilege of giving protedtion, they 
\V5 re taken thence ; the eldeft Stafford was exe- 
cuted at Tyburn 5 the younger, pleading that he 
was mi fled by his brother, obtained his pardon. 
The rebel army, now without a leader, fubmitted 
to the mercy of the king, and were permitted to 
difperfe without farther punifhment. . 

But the people were become fo' turbulent and 
' factious by a long courfe of civil war, that no go- 
vernor could rule them, nor any king pleafe ; fo 
that one rebellion feen)ed extinguifhed only to give 
rife to another. The king, in the beginning of his 
reign, had given orders that the foil of the dukt 

• of Clarence, whom we have already mentioned as 

• being drowned in a wine-butt, Ihould be taken 
Jfrom the prifon vvhcre 'he had been confined by 
Richard, and brbught to the Tower. Tht^ un- 
fortunate youth, who was ftilcd the earl of War- ■ 
wick, was, by long confinement, fo unacquainted 
with the world, that as we are told, he could not 

tell 
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tell the difference between' a duck and an hem 
However, the unhappy youth^ harmlefs as he was, 
was made an inftrument to deceive the peoph;. 
There lived in Oxford one Richard Simon, a prieft, 
who poiTefTing fonte fubtlety, and more raffanefs, 
trained up one Lambert Simnel a baker's Ton, to 
counterfeit the perfon of the earl of Warwick j 
and he was previoufly inftruftedby his tutor to-salk 
upon many f^^s and occurrences, as happening to 
him in the court of Edward. But as the impolhire 
was not calculated to bear aclofe infpedion, it was 
thought proper to (hew him firft at a diftance ; and 
Ireland was judged the iitteft theatre for him to 
fupport his ailumed charader. The plot unfolded 
to their wiflies ; Siitinel was received with the ut« 
moftjoy, and proclaimed king of Ireland i he was 
condu£ted by the niagtftrates and the populace of 
Dublin with great pomp to the Caftle, where h^ 
was treated conformably to his fuppofed birth and 
diftiiiiStion. 

Henry could not help feeling more uneafinefs 
at this barefaced impoflure than it Teemed to de* 
ferve ; but the penetrating monarch faw chat his 
mother~in*Iaw was at the bottom of it ; and he 
dreaded the fierce inquietude of her tempt r. He 
was refolved, therefore, to take the advice of his 
council upon this occaiion ; and they, afctr due 
deliberation, determined upon confining the old 
que^n to a monaftery ; but, to wipe off the impu-^ 
tation of treafon from one fo nearly allied to the 
crown, it was given out that (he waSrthus puniO)«> 
^ cd for having formerly delivered up* the princefs 
her daughter to Richard. ^Tbe people as ufual, 
murmured at the feverity of her treatment j biit 
the king, unmindful of their idle clamours, pepJb 
fiited in his refoiution ; and (he remained in coa« 
finement till he/ death, which did not happen till 
feverid years after. The next meafure was ta 
I 5 thew 
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fl^vf W^ryfick $a t^e pepplc, Ip co^^fequcn^e of 
thif, he was tsil^en . f]for\i tti^ Tow^^ ^^ 1^4 
^h^9^gh ^ ponclp^l ft?^ts qf Lpudpn, aft^f 
W^ich he w«l^ caindu^fd ip fplf mn prcic^(Hq^ tp 
^t.P^Virs, w\^ct9 great niAmt^rs were ^flfeint>lerf 
IQ fipc hjif?. $ulU Iwwevff* ihfy proc^erf^d mi 
{>ublio tq hpnovr th^ir pi:c^?nded jr^pnar^h i ^ni 
h? wa^ Crqwee^ with gr^*t fojeajpityj i9 prf few^ 
of l^ft ^ri of I^ild;»re, th9 efestPceUpr^ ^nd ^ 
plber 0®c?i6 of Rm. StH:^ in>pQfil;U>ns W{Wi. tjik^ 
ppqpjp w«fc v«ry fc^\|enf, 9|t th^t ^ime, in fev«r^ 
parts of Europe. Lqrri^in, {^«kple$, 5in4PprtHg?f, 
h?d thieU inppoftqr?, wha cqntipo^d tp deceive 
for a \^g tim.f wi^bput i^^ediion. In f^^, tbip 
inhabitants, of ^very country, were (q mweh con^- 
fi[)/ed within their own tioaits, ^.od knew (c^li^tlc^ 
V^h^.t was paffing in the reft of the.world^ ^hat any 
diftant (lory might be- propag^ateds how improba- 
ble fp^v^r.. In th;s manner, king Sini.nel, being 
now joined by lord Lovel, and one or two (prd^ 
more of the difcpnten^d party, i:eroIv€d to pafs 
oyer intp England » ^n4 accordingly landed >9 
Lancaftire, frpQi whence he osKkfchod to York^ 
expe(3;ing the< country would rife and join him a^ 
be mar<;hed. alon£[. ^^t in this h^ was deceived ; 
the people averfiQ to j.oui a bodf pf German and 
Iriih trpops, by whona he was fupported, and kept 
in^awe by the king's reputation, remaned intr^p^ 
quilJity, oi; gave ail th^ijc a0iftitf)^ to. the roj^al 
c.i^ufe. The earl of Lincoln, ther^fpre, a dif- 
a^e£l^d lprd» to whom the command of the rebel 
arnny wa$. given, finding no hop^s. but in.a (jpeedy 
vi(^pry9..waad.etermijied, to being the^cpnteft to a 
Ibpr^ iffue* Th^ oppoiitB armies a>etj at Stpke^ 
ii> thqcPMn^y of Nottingham, ajid fought abgttlc^ 
wbi.ch was muMFe bloody, and more obftinatiily. difr 
pvt«d^ thjin could have beea cxpei^d from ^p 
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inequality of their forces. But vifiyry ^t length 
declared in favour of the kirtg^ and it proved 
decifive. Lord Lincofn periOied in the field of 
battle; lord Lovel was never miVe heard of, arid 
'it was fuppofed helhared the fame tate. Srmne), 
with his tutor Simon, Was takea prifoner ; and 
four thoufand of the 'conimon men fell in battle. 
Simon being aprieA could not be tried by the 
civil power^ and was only committed to clote con« 
finement. Simnel ^as too contemptible to excite 
the king's fears or refen(!n>ent i he was pardoned^ 
and maide a fcullion in the king's kitchen, whence 
be was afterwards advanced to the rank of fal* 
coner, in which mean employment he died. 

Thingt being thus quietly fettled at home, 
Henry began to turn his thoughts towards his con- 
tinental connexions, and to eftablifh fome degree 
6f underflamding between him and the neighbour- ^ 
ing dates around him. He was too wife a prince-, 
not to perceive th« fatality of conquefts upon the 
Continent, which could at beft produce no other 
reputation than the empty one of military glory. 
Yet, while he internally defpifed fuch pernicious 
.triumphs, he was obliged, in order to gain popu- 
laritjr, to countenance them. He, therefore, fre- 
quently boafted that He was determined to ravifh 
the kingdom of France from the ufurpers, who 
had long pbilefred it;, and that he would lay the 
whole country in blood. But thefe were the 
diftant threats of a crafty' politician ^ there was 
nothing more diftant from his heart. As far as 
negotiations went, he did all in his power ; to keep 
the interefts of that kingdom fo nearly balanced, 
as to prevent any from growing too powerful ; 
but as for (iiccours of men and money, he too 
well knew th( value of both to lavi(b them, ais 
.his predeceflbrs bad done, upon fuch fruitlefs 
project's. 

About 
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About this time the nobles of Britany, being 
di^gufted with their minifter, Peter Landais, rote 
^ Tj in confpiracy againft him, and put him 
* og * to death. Willing to defend one crime 
^ ' by another, they called in the aid of the 
French monarch, to proteS them from the refent- 
ment of their own fovereign. The French mo- 
narch quickly obeyed the call ; but inftead of only 
bringing the nobles affiftance, over-ran and took 
pofTeffion of the greateft part of the country. The 
aid of Henfy was implored by the diftrefTed Bre- 
tons 5 but this monarch appeared more willing to 
ailift them by negotiations than by arms ; but 
though he determined to maintain a pacific con- 
d|i£^, as far as the fituation of his affairs would 
permit, he knew too well the warlike difpofition 
of his fubjefts, and their defires to engage in any 
fcheme that promifed the humiliation of France. 
He refolyed, therefore, to take advantage of tbis 
propenfity ; and to draw fome fupplies of money 
from the people, on pretence of giving affiftance to 
the duke of Britany. He accordingly fummoned 
a parliament to meet at Weflminfter, and eafily 
perfuaded them to grant him a confiderable fupply* 
But money was, at that time, more eafily graoted 
than levied in England.. A new infurredtion be- 
gan in Yorkihire, the people refifting the com- 
miffioners who were appointed to levy the tax. 
The earl of Northumberland attempted to en- 
force the king's command ; but the populace, be* 
ing by this taught to believe that he was the ad- 
viierof their oppreffions, flew to arms, attacked 
his houfe, and put him to death. The mutineers 
did not flop there ; but, by the advice of one 
John Ach amber, a feditious fellow of mean birth, 
tt.ey chofe Sir Johjn Egremont for their leader, 
?nd prepared themfelves for a vigorous refiftancc. 
3 The 
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The king, upon hearing this ra(h proceeding, im- 
mediately levied a force, which he put under the 
earl of Surry ; and this nobleman, encountering die 
rebels, diiSpated the tumult, and took their leader 
Achamber prifoner. Achamber was fhortly after 
executed; but Sir John Egremont fled to the ^ 
court of thedutchefs of Burgundy, the ufual re- 
treat of all who were obnoxious to government in, 
England. 

As Henry had gone thus far in preparations for 
a war with France, he fuppofed that it would be 
too fl.agrant an impofitiop upon the credulity of the 
nation, net to. put a part of his threats in execu- 
tion. France was by this time poiTefled of all 
Britany; and a marriage had been lately con- 
cluded between the French monarch, aiid the 
dutchefs of thelail named territory. Thisaccef- 
fion of power, in a rival (late, was formidable not 
only to Henry, but to Europe. He, therefore, 
prepared to make a defcenc upon France ; and ac- 
cordingly landed at Calais, with an army of twen- 
ty-five thoufand foot, and fixteen hundred horfe, 
which he put under the command of the duke of 
Bedford and the earl of Oxford, but notwith- 
ftanding this appearance of an hoilile diipofition, 
there had been fecret advances made towards a 
peace three months before, and commiilioners had 
been appointed to treat on the terms. > The de- 
mands of Henry were wholly pecuniary; and the 
king of France, who deemed the peaceable pof- 
Jeifion of Britany ah equivalent for any fum, rea- 
dily agreed to the propofals made him. He en- 
gaged to pay Henry near two hundred thoufand 
pounds fterling, as a reimburfcment for the ex- 
pences of his expedition ; and he ftipulated to pay 
a yearly peniion to him, and his heirs, of twenty- 
five thoufand crowns more. 

' ^ Henry, 



d by Google 



206 HISTORYOF ENGLAND. 

.Henry, havinz thus made aa advantageoua 
* jj peace, naJ feafcm to Hatter tirfifelf with 
V! • the profpcdt of long tranquillity \ but he 
»49** vas itiiftakeri ; he had ftill enemre* who 
found itieana to embroil hini in frefli difficulties' 
and dangers. One would have imia^gihed, that 
from the ill Aiccefs of Simnel's impofture, kvr 
would be willing to embark in another of afimilar 
kind; however, the old dutchefs of Burgundyi 
rather irritated than dlfcouraged by che failure of 
her paft enterprizes^ .was determined to diffurb 
that government,^ which (he could not fubvert. 
She firft procured a report to be fpread, titef Ch^ 
young duke of York, faid to have? been nuirdered 
in the Tower, was ftilT livings and finding' th6 
rumour' greedily received, (be foon produced ^ 
youpg man, who aflumed his ilame and charai£l:er. 
The perfbil pitched upon to fuftain this part, was 
one Otbeck or Warbeck, the fon Of a converted 
Jew, wh(i had been over in England during ih6 
reign of Edward f V. where he had this fon named 
Peter, but corrupted,, after the Flemifb manner, 
into Peterkin 6r Perkin. It' was by fome bellev^ 
that Ed'wardy aiitong his other amorous adventurer, 
had a fecrct cortefpondence with Warbeclc's wife, 
tvhich mfght account for a ftViking refemblance 
betweeil young Perkin and that monarch. Perkmi 
following the fortunes of his fathec, had travelled 
for many 'years from place to place ; fo that his 
birth and ctrcumftances became thereby unknown, 
and difficult to be traced by the itioft diligent en- 
quiry. The variety of his adventures might have 
cbntributed to aflift the natural fagacicy, and ver- 
fatitity of his difpofition } as he Teemed to be t 
youth capable of fuftaining anv part or any alTumed 
charader. The dutchefs of Burgundy found thii 
youth entirely fuited to her purpofes, and her 
lefToas, inftruding him' to pcifonate the duke of 

York. 
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YQrk, wtirc cafily les^rned^ and ftrongly retained 
by a youth of fuch quick apprehejifKin. lu (hort^ 
bii grgceA«I air, his CQurtly addreis, bis eafy man* 
QCCfij and elegant converration, w^re capable of 
unpofing upon all but fuch as were confcioua of 
th^ impwure. 

Th^ kingdom of Ireland which ftill retained its 
attachments to the houfe of York, was pitched 
upoa as the proper place for Perkin's firfl appear^, 
aocQ) a9 it hcfx^re had favoured that of SioineU 
09 landed at Corkj and initoediatdy alfuoiing 
th« napote of Jlichard Plantagenet, dr^w to him 
QUQiefous partisans aipoag that credulous people* 
He wrote letters to the earls of DeCmoud and KiU 
darC) inviting; (hem to join his party i he difperfed 
every where the ilrange intelligence of his efcape 
from his Mocle Richard's cruelty ; and oiea, fond 
pf every thing new and wonderful, began to mak< 
him the general fubjed of their difcourfe, and even 
the Qh^e^t of thcvr favoux. From Ireland his faoie 
foon Ipread over into France -, and Chacles fent 
Perkin an invitation to bis court, where he receive 
ed him with all the marks of confideration that 
weJre due to hisf^ppofed dignity. The youth^ nQ 
way daspzled. by his elevation, fupported the pre* 
poflei&on which was fpread abroad in his favour 9 
fo that England itfelf fooa began to dve credit to 
bis preteniions i while Sir George Neville, Sir 
John Taylor, and above a hundred gentlemen 
more, went to Paris to pay hlcn homage, and ofFer 
their ferviccs. Upon the peace being ihortly after 
concluded between France and England, the iai*r 
poftor was obliged to make his refidence at the 
court of his old patronefs, the dutche(s of Bur** * 
gundy, and the interview between* thefe confcious 
deceivers was truly ridiculous. The dutchefs af« 
fe£bed the utmoft ignorance of bis pretenfioos, 

and 
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and even put on the appearance of diftruft ; hav« 
ing« as ihe faid, been already deceived by Simneh 
She Teemed to examine all his afiertipns with the 
moft fcrupulous diffidence ; put many particular; 
queftions to him, afFeded aftonifliment at his an* 
fwers, and at laft, after long and fevere fcrutiny,' 
burft out into joy and admiration at his delivery, ac- 
knowledging him as her nephew, as the true.image 
of Edward, and legitimatefuccefibr to theEngiifh 
throne* She immediately affigned him an equi- 
page fuitable to his pretentions, appointed him a 
guard of thirty halberdiers ; and on all occafions 
honoured him with the appellation of the Whitd 
Rofe of England. 

The Englifli, ever ready to revolt, gave credit 
to all thefe abfurdities ; while the young man'r 
prudence, conver&tion, and deportment, ferved 
to confirm what their difaffedion and credulity 
bad begun. All fuch as were difgufted with the 
king, prepared to join him, but particularly thofe 
that were formerly Henry's favourites, and had 
tontributed to place him on the throne; thinking 
' their fervices could never be fufficiently repaid, now 
privately abetted the impofture, and became heads 
of the con fpi racy. Thefe were joined by num- . 
bers of the inferior clafs, fomc greedy of novelty, 
fome blindly attached to their leaders, and fome 
induced by their defperate fortunes to wiih for a 
change. 

Among thofe who fecretly abetted the caufe of 
Perkin, were lord Fitz water, Sir Simon Mount- 
fort, Sir Thomas Thwaits^ and Sir Robert Clif- 
ford. But the perfon of the greateft weight, and 
the moft dangerous oppofition, was Sir William 
Stanley the lord chamberlain, and brother to the 
famous lord Stanley, who bad contributed to place 
Henry on the throne. This perfonage^ either 
moved by a blind credulity, or more probably by 

a rcftlels 
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areftlefs ambition, entered intx> a regular confpi- 
racy againft the king ; and a correfpondence was 
fettled between the malecontents in England and 
thofe in Flanders* 

While the plot was thus carrying on in all quar- 
ters, Henry was not inattentive to the deiigns of 

' his enemies. He fpared neither labour nor expencc 
to dete£t the falfehood of the pretender to his 
crown ; and was equally arduous in finding out 
whoi were ills fecret abettors. For this purpofe 

. he difperfed his fpies through all - Flanders,, and 
brought over, by large bribes, feme of thofe whom 
he knew to be in the enemies interefts. Among 
thefe. Sir Robert Clifford was the moft remarka- 
ble, both for bis confequence, and the confidence 
with which he was trufted. From this perfon 
Henry learned the whole of Perkin's birth and ad- 
ventures, together with the names of all thofe who 
had fecretly combined to aflift him. The king 
was pleafed with the difcovery ; but the more 
tfuft he gave to his fpies, higher refentment did 
he feign againft them. 

At firft he was ftruck with indignation at th9 
ingratitude oT many of thofe about him ; but coii* 
cealing his refentment for a proper opportunity, he 
almof^ at the fame inftant, arrefted Fitzwater, 
Mountfort^ and Th waits, together with William 
Danbery, Robert RatclifF, Thomas CrefTenor, 
and Thomas A ft wood. All thefe were arraigned, 
convifted, and condemned for high treafon. Mount- 
fort, Ratcliff, and Danljery, were immediately ex- 
ecuted > the reft received pardon. But the principal 
delinquent yet remained to be punifhed, whofe fta- 
tion, as lord chamberlain, and whofe connexions 

. with many of the principal men in the kingdom, 
feemed to exempt him from cenfure. To eiFe6l 
this, Clifford was direfted to come over private- 
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Ijr to England, and to accufe Stanley in per* 
Ton, which he did to the feeming aftoni(hment of 
all prefent.' Henry afFedled to receive the -tniel- 
Ijgence as falfe and incredible ; but ClifFord per- 
fimng in his acculation, Stanley was comaiitted to 
cuftody, and foon after examined before the cotm* 
til.' Finding his guilt but too clearly proved, be 
.did not attempt to conceal it, fuppofing that an 
open confefHon might ferve as an atonement, or 
trading to his former fervices for pardon and fe- 
curity. In this he was miftaken; after a delay of 
fix weeks, during which time the king affeAed to 
deliberate upon his condudt, he was brought to 
trial, when he was condemned, and fliortly after 
beheaded. Through the whole of this reign, ^c 
king feemed to make a diftindlion in the crimes of 
thole who confpired againft him : whenever a coii- 
fpirator took up arms againft him, from a con- 
fcientious adherence to principle, and a love of the 
houfe of York, he generally found pardoii; but 
when a love of change, or an impatience of Tub* 
ordination infpired the attempt, the ofFeiider wat 
fure to be treated with the utmoft rigour of the 
Jaw. . 

While tfeo adherents of Pcrkin were tnus dif- 
appoin ted in England, he himfelf attempted land- 
ing in Kent , the gentlemen of which country ga- 
thered in a body to oppofe him. Their aim was 
to allure.him on (hore by proffers of affiftance, and 
then fei^je his perfon; but the wary youth, obferv- 
ing that they had more order and reguUrity in their 
movements than could be fuppofed in new levied 
forces, refufed to commit himfelf into their hands ; 
wherefore they fet upon his attendants, who had 
come ashore, of whom they took an hundred and 
fifty prifoners. Thefc were tried and con- 
demned, and all of them . executed by or- 
der 
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der of the king, who was.rerolve4 toufeno lenity 
to men of Aich defperate fortunes. 

'f he young adventurer finding his hopes fruftra* 
ted in his atcetnpty went next to try his fortune 
in Scotland. In that country his luck fee(»e<l 
greater than in' England. James the fourth, the 
Icing of that country, received him with, great 
cordiality ; he was feduced to believe the ftory of 
his birth and adventures $ and he carried his con-» 
iidenee fo far, as to give him in marriage lady 
Catharine Gordon, daughter to the earl of Hunt- 
ley, and a near kinfwoman of his own ; a young lady 
eminent for virtue as well as beauty. But not 
content with tbefe Inftances of favour, he was re« 
fdved to attempt fetting him on the throne of 
England. It was naturally expected, that upon 
Perkln's firft appearance in. that kingdom, all the 
friends of the houfe of York would rife in his fa« 
vour. Upon this ground, therefore^ the king of 
Scotland entered England with a numerous arrny^ 
and proclaimed the young adventurer wherever he 
lyent. But Perkin's pretenfions, attended by re* 
j>cate<! difappointments^ were now become, ft^^^ 
cyen ip the eyes of the populace; fothat, coiitrar^ 
to^peSatipn, none were found to fecpnd his pre- 
tenfions^ Being difappointed in this, he once 
more returned to Edinburgh, where he continued 
to refide, till, upon the condufion of a treaty of 
peace between the two kingdoms, he was once 
more obliged to leave Sgotlandy and to feek for a 
new prote^or. 

In the mean time, Henry found little uneafinef^i 
9t PerkifVs irruption, as he wa$ (enfible it. would 
ferve him as a pretext to a demand for further 
iiipplies from, parliament, with which he knew 
th^ would readily comply. The vote was in 
fadb eafily enough obtained ; but he found it not 
fo jeafily to levy the money. The inhabitants of 

Cornwall 
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Cornwall were the firft to refufe contributing 
fupplies for the fafety of the northern parts of thfe 
kingdom, which were fo very remote from them. 
Their difcontents were further inflamed by one 
Michael Jofeph, a fiirrier of Bodmin, who -had 
long been the fpokefman of the multitude. To 
him was joined one Thomas Flammock> a lawyer; 
and under the condu£l of thefe two, the infur- 
gents paiTed through, the county of Devon, and 
reached that of Somerfet, where thev were joined 
by lord Audley, a nobleman of an ancient 
family, popular in his deportnrcnt, but vain, am* 
bitious, and reftlefs in his temper.^ Thus headed, 
and breathing deftruaion to the king's com* 
miilioners by the way, they proceeded through fe- 
veral counties. At length, without receiving couiv^ 
tenance or reinforcement on their march, tl^ey 
pitched their camp near Eltham, not far from 
London. Henry, whofe courage and intrepidity 
were never to be. moved, had fome time before 
levied an army to oppofe the Scotch i and this he 
ordered fouthward to reprefs the Cornifh mfur* 
re£tion. On other occafions it was ufual with 
him to haften to ^ declfion i and it was a faying 
with him that he only defired to fee his rebels ; 
but as the prefent infurgents behaved in an inofFen- 
five manner, he protracted His attack for fome 
time, till at length it was begun by lord Daubeny, 
who, after fome re.fiftance, broke, and put them 
to flight. Lord Audley, Flammock, and Jofeph, 
their leaders, were taken and executed; but the 
reft, to the number of fixteen thoufand, were dif- 
mifled without further ^unifhment. 

lathe mean time, the reftlefs Perkin being dif- 

A r\ miflTed Scotland, and meeting with a 

* very cold reception from the Flemings, 

^♦97* who now defired to be at peace with 

the 
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the En^li(h, refolved to continue his fcheme of . 
oppoiition f and once more took refuge among the 
wilds and faftnefles of Ireland. Impatient, how- 
evef, of an adive life, he held a confultation . 
with his followers, Heme, Skelton, and Aftley, 
three broken tradesmen ; and by their advice he 
refoked to try the afFeSions of the Cornifli men, . 
whofe difcontents the king's late lenity had only . 
contributed to inflame, 7*hefe were a tumultu- 
ous multitude, too ignorant for gratitude i and ^ 
upon their return afcribed the royal clemency to . 
fear, inducing their countrymen to believe that 
the whole kingdom was ready to rife to vindicate 
their quarrel* It was in confequence of thefe 
fuggeftlons that they determined to fend for Perkin 
to put himfelf at their head; and he nofooner made 
bis appearance among them at Bodmin in Corn- . 
wall, than the populace, to the number of three- 
thoyfand men, flocked to his ftandard. Elated^ 
with appearance of fuccefs, he took on him, 
for the nrft time, the title of Richard the fourth, 
king of England ; and not to fuflcr the fpirits of 
his adherents to languifh, he led them to the gates 
of Exeter. Finding the inhabitants obftinate in 
refufing to admit him, and being unprovided with 
artillery to force an entrance, he refolved to con- 
tinue before it, until poflefled of a fufficient force 
to make a farther progrefs into the kipgdonu In 
the mean time, Henry being informed of his land- 
ing and his defigns, exprefled great joy upon the 
occafion, declaring that he fliould now have the 
pleafure of an interview with a perfon whom he 
long wiflied to fee. All the courtiers fenfible of 
Perkin's defperate fituation, and the general fuf- 
picion there was of their own fidelity, prepared 
themfelves to aflift the ^king with great alacrity. 
The lords Daubeny and Broke, the earl of Devon- 

Qiire, 
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ihlre^ and the 4uke of Buckingbaov all mffewtmt 
zt the head of their rtCpt&ivt fbrces^and fte^ied- 
eager for an opportunity of difpjaying. their cM^ 
rage and loyalty. Ferkin being informed of th^* 
great preparations, broKie uptho fiege of Exeitor^' 
and retired to Taunton, His followers- by thi#< 
tim^ amounted ta feven thouiand raens add 
appeared ready to defend his caufe^ but bfo- 
heart failed him $ and. rnftead of bring^ig fbeia 
'into the field, he privately delerted tbeniy and 
took fandiiary [in the monaftery of Bvsiulioi^y 
in the New Foreft, His wretched adiiepeots^. 
left to the king's mercy^ found him ft'ill willing to»' 
pardon; and, exeept a few of- the ringrleadersy 
none were treated with capital feverityV The lady 
Catharine Gordon, wife to Perkioy Ml infio the 
conqueror's hands, and ii^as- treated by bim wkh^^' 
tKe lenity due to her fex and q,uaUty^ Sbe wti» 
placed in a reputable ftdtion near die peribnof thef- 
queen, and amgned a penfion. which (he enjoyed 
till her death. But the manner in. which Perkifi^ 
himfelf was to be treated appeared inore doubtM. 
At firft, it was fuggefted by.fome, that ho flicHild* 
be taken forcibly from the fanduar/to ^vhich ht- 
had ffed, and' made a public example; but Heni^- 
thought that milder methods would anfweras well. 
Ht therefore employed fome perfons to treat with^ 
Perkin, and to perfuade him, under promtfe oi»a 
pardon^ to deliver himfelf up to juftice, and to- 
confefs and explain all the circumftances of his ttH" 
pofiure. His affairs being altogether defperate^ be 
embraced the king's offers, without heiitation, 
and quitted the fanftuary. Henry being dafirous 
of feeing him, he was brought to court, and con- 
duced through the ftreets of London in a kind of 
mock triumph, amidil the dcrifion and infuks of 
th^ popuJace, which he bore with the nioft^dignr- 
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(led reiijgri^tioKi,. He was then compel^ to fign 
aconfbmpn of his former life and condufl^ which 
was printed and difperfed throughout th&.'natio^; 
but it was fo defedive aiid contradictory^ that in- 
ftead of expfainmg the pretended impoffure, it 
leCt it ftill. more. doubtful than beforehand tbit 
youth's real pretenfions.are to this verv day an 
object of difpute among the learned* Howettr, 
though^ his life was granted him, he was ftill d^« 
tained in cuflody, and keepers were apppinted to 
watch over, his conduS. But bis impatience of 
any confinement cQu|d not be controuled ; he broke 
loofe from his keepers, and flying to the fanSuary 
of; Syrne, put himfelf in the bands of the prior of 
th^t monaft^ry. He was once again prevailed on 
tatruft himfelf to the king's mercy ; but in order 
to reduce him to the I'oweft ftate of contempt, he 
was.fet in the ftocks at Weftminft'er and Cheap- 
fide, and obliged to read aloud, in both places, 
the cbnfeflion which had been formerly publiihed 
in his name. From this place of fcorn he was , 
conveyed to the Tower, where It was. thought the 
ftrengjh of his prifon would be fuflicienttoreftrain 
his reftiefs adive difpofition ^ but nothing could 
reprefs his habits of inquietude. He. bad jnfinu- . 
ated himfelf into the intimacy of four, feryants of 
the. lieutenant of the Tower; and by their means ' 
opened a correfppnd^nce ; with the un- . j^ 
fortunate Warwick, whp had been con- * * 
fined there for marvy years before and '+?9* 
kept in. a Hate of utter ignorance. In all probabi- 
lity Perkin was permitted to enter into, this corje- 
fpond.ence with hljxi by the connivance of the king, 
who hoped that his entcrprifing genius,, and. in- 
finuating addrefs, would engage the fimple War- 
wick in fome projedt that would furnilh a pretext 
foi; taking away their lives, wjiich accordingly 

happened. 
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happened. Perkin tampered with the fervants, 
who, it is (aid, agreed Co murder their mafter, 
and thus fecure the gates of the Tower, by which 
Che prifoners might make their efcape to fome 
fecure part of the kingdom. 

That the danger might appear more imminent 
and pref&ng, fo as tojuftify the fteps which Henry 
intended to take, another difiurbance was raifed 
tt the fame time in Kent, where a young man 
called Ralph Wilford, the fon of a a cordwainer, 
perfonated the earl of Warwick, under the con- 
duct and diredion of one Patrick, an Auguftine 
monk, who in his fermons exhorted the people to 
take arms in his favour. This friar, who had 
been ufed as a toolby the king's emiflaries, was 
arrefted, together with his pupil; and Wilford 
was hanged without ceremony, but the tutor ob- 
tained his pardon. This was the prelude to the 
fate of Perkin and the earl of Warwick; the for- 
mer of whom was tried at Weftminfter ; and being 
convided on the evidence of the fervants of the 
Tower, was hanged at Tyburn with John Walter, 
mayor of Corke, who had conftantly adhered to 
his caufe in all the vicifHtudes of his fortune. 
Blewet and Aft wood, two of tht fervants, under- 
went the fame fate; but fix other perfons, con- 
demned as accomplices in the fame confpiracy, 
were pardoned. In a few days after Perkin's execu- 
tion the wretched earl of Warwick was tried 
by his peers ; and being convifted of hlgh-treafon, 
in.confequence of pleading guilty to the arraign- 
ment, was beheaded on Tower-hill, and in him 
ended the laft male branch of thp'lioufe of Planta- 
geriet. The deplopbleend of this innocent noble- 
man, and the fate of Perkin, who, notwithftand- 
ing all that appeared againft him, was, by the un- 
prejudiced part of the nation, deemed the real fon 
^,f i^mcr £(}\vard, filled the whole kingdom with 

fucb 
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futfa ayerfion to the govfernoient c^ king Henrf^ 
that to throw the odium from htmfelf, he was ob- 
liged to lay it to the account of his ally, Ferdinand 
jof Arragon, who he faid fcrupled his alliance, 
while any prince of the houfe of York remained 
alive. . 

There had been hitherto. nothing in this reiga 
but plots, treafons, in(urre6lions, impoftures, and 
executions \ and it is probable that Henry's Severity 
proceeded from the continual alarms in which they 
held him. It is certain that no prince ever loved 
peace more than he, and much of the il4-will of 
his fubje£);s aroTe from his attempts to reprefs their 
inclinations for war. The ufual preface to all his 
treaties was, *^ That when Chriil came into the 
** world peace was fung ; and when> he went out 
** of the world peace was bequeathed.'^- He had 
no ambition to extend his power, except only by 
treaties ^nd by wifdom ^ by thefe he rendered him^ 
felf much more formidable to his neighbours than 
his predecefibrs had by their .victories i they be- 
came terrible to their own fubjedls j he was chiefly 
dreaded by rival kings. 

He had all along two points principally in view; 
one to deprefs the nc^ility and clergy, and the 
other to exalt and humanize the populace. From 
the ambition and turbulence of the former, and 
from the wretched nefs and credulity of the latter, 
aU the troubles in the former reigns had taken 
their original. In the feudal times, every noble- 
man was poflWTed of a certain number of /ubje£ts, 
over whom he had an abfolute power , and there- 
fore, upon every flight difguft, he was able to in- 
fluence them- to join him in his revolt or difobe- 
diejice. Henry, therefore, wifely confidered, that 
the giving thefe petty tyrants a" power of felling 
their eftates, which befwe his time werexuni'li na- 
blei, would greatly weaken their intereft. Wich 
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A\s View he procured an aS, by whichthe nobility 
were granted a power of difpofing of their eftates^ 
k law .infinitely pleafing to the commons, and tsot 
difagrceable even to the nobles, fincc they, had 
thus an immediate reiburce for fuppfying their tafte 
for prodigality, and anfweringthe demands of their 
creditors. ' The Wow ' reached "them in their pof- 
ferity alone; but they were top^ ignorant to be 
affe^ed by fuch diftant diftrcifles. 

His next fcheme was to previ?ht^ their giving 
liveries to many hundreds of their dependants^ 
who were thus retained to ferve their lord, and kept 
like the foldiets of a (landing army, to be ready at 
the command of their leader. By an ad paflfed in 
this reign, nohe but menial fervants Were permitted 
to weaf a livery under feirere penalties.; and this 
law Was enforced with the moft pundtual obfervance. 
'The king one dajr paying a viCt.to the earl of Ox- 
ford, was ^tcrtaincd by hihi with all poffible fpten- 
do,ur and hospitality. When he was ready tp depart, 
he faw ranged upon both fides a great . number of 
men drefled iip in very rich liveries, appa^^ntly 
to do him honour. The ktng, furpfized at ,fuch 
a number of domeftics, as he pretended to fuppofe 
them, alked lord* Oxfdfd whether he entertained 
fuch a large number of dorricfti.es ; to which the 
carl, not perceivifTg the drift of the cjueftion, re- 
plied, that thty were only men whom he kept in 
pay to do him honour. upon fuch pccafions. At tHrs 
the king ftarted baek, and faid, ** By my faith, my 
*' lord^ 1 thank you for your good cheer; but I 
** muft nctfuffer to have the laws broken before my 
** face ; my attorney general muft talk with you.** 
Oxford is faid to have paid no. lefs than fifteen 
thoufand marks ars acornpofition for his offence. 

We have alrejidyftcn, in a thoufand inftances, 

what i ijet-verred ufe wias made of monafteries, 

and other places appiopriated t6 religious worfliip, 
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hf ikh n\iH\htr'd( criifliftal^ ^o ftfiirtd f^h^uary 
i^t\i'pt6te^tin\thtrt: Thi^ ^rfvildgethe clergy 
iflShied' asr therpurtdoubced rrghf ; and thbfe' places 
of prttetfded fknfiHty ivertf ftow. becoftter the abode 
of iiiurdei'ert, robbers, and confpiratbrs. Witches 
artdtaagiciam vwr^ die ditljrpCffons that WeVc for- 
Bfd to 'avail fhemfelVC5.oPtheI?ciifity thefe fanau- 
affc^^ffdrdfed^ affd th^V w'hbfe' criftles w6re only 
fiastWas, were thfc-oitfy.pedpte who hadf not the 
beh'cfit of fach a ttttfM. Henry ufed* all his in- 
Cdreft with the po^" to .get thefe fanftuiHes abo- 
nOled ; but'w^s not able to.facceed. All that he 
iould procure Was, that If thieVes, miifdei^ers; or 
I'obbfitis, rcgifttred as fkndaary men, ihould fally 
oXit, and commit frtfli ofFettces, and reti-eat again, 
in fuch cafes they might be taken out of the fanc- 
tukry, and dettveredup tojuftice. ' 

Henry was not rfemifs in abridging thej>ope*s 
power, while, at the fame' time, he profefied the 
utmoft fubmidion.to his command^, and the greateft' 
refpeft for the clefgy. The pope at one time was 
fo far impbfed upon by his fceming attachment to 
the church; that he even invited him to renew 
tlie xrrufadds for tecovering the Holy Land. Hen- 
ry '6 anfwer deferves tb be remembered. He affured 
his hi>Iinefs that no prince in Chriflfendom would 
be more forward to undertake fo glorious and ne- 
ceffary an expedition j but as. his dominions lay 
very diftant from Conftantinople, it would be 
better to apply to the kings of France and Spain 
for their aHlitance; and in the meah time he 
would go-to their ^id himfelf, as fopn as all the dif- 
ferences between the Chriftian princes (hould be 
brought to ah end. I'his was at once a polite 
refuial, and an oblique reproach* 

Bat whife he^ thus employed bis power in low- 

eriog^the influence of the nobles and clergy, he 
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was ufing every art to extend the privileges of 
the people. In former reigns they were fure to 
fuffer on whatever fide they fought, when they 
were unfuccefsful. This rendered each party 
defperate in a declared civil war, as no hopes of 
pardon remained, and confequently terrible flaugh- 
ters were foon to cnfue. He therefore procured 
an a«S^, by which it was eftablifhed, that no per- 
fon (hould be impeached or attainted for affifting 
the king for the time being, or, in other words^ 
the fovereign who fliould be then adually in pof- 
feflion of the throne. This excellent fiatute ferv- 
ed to reprefs the defire of civil war, as fevcral 
would naturally take arms in defence of that fide, 
on which they were certain of lofing nothing by a 
defeat i and numbers would thus ferve to intimi- 
date fcbellion. Thus, the common people, no 
longer maintained in vicious idlenefs by their fu- 
periors, were obliged to become induflrious for 
their fupport. The nobility, inftead of vying ^th 
each other in the number and boldnefs of their re- 
tainers, acquired by degrees a more civilized fpe- 
cies of emulation; and endeavoured to excel in 
the fplendour and elegance of thieiri equipage^, 
houfts, and tables. In fac^, the king's greateft 
efforts were direded to promote trade and com- 
merce, becaufe this naturally introduced a fpir it 
of liberty among the people, and difengaged them 
from all dependence, except upon the laws and the 
king. Ikfore this great aera a^li our towns owed 
their original to fome ftrong caftle io the neigh- 
bourhood, whtre fome powerful lord generally 
refided. Thefe were at once fortreffes for pro- 
tfe^^ion, and prifons for i«ll forts of criminals. In 
this caiHe there was uiu:;Hy a gatrifon armed and 
provided, depending entirely on the nobleman's 

fupport 
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fupport and*affiftance. To thefe feats of protefti- 
ony artificers^ vi<auallers, and fliop-keepcrs, na- 
turally reforted, and fettled on fome adjacent fpot 
to furnifh the lord and his attendants with all the 
neceffaries they might require. The farmers alfo 
and the hufbandmen in the neighbourhood , builc 
their houfes there to be protefted againft the nu- 
iherous gangs of robbe<s called Robertfmen, that 
hid themfelves in the woods by day, and infefted 
the open country by night. Henry endeavoured 
to bring the towns from fu6h a neighbourhood, by 
inviting the inhabitants to a more commercial fitu- 
ation. He attempted to teach them frugality and 
a juft payment of debts^ by his own example : and 
never once omitted the rights of the merchant, in 
all his treaties with foreign princes* 

But it muft not be concealed, that from a long 
contemplation upon the relative advantages of 
money, he at laA grew into a habit of confiaering 
it as valuable for icfelf alone. As he gr^ old 
his avarice feemed to predominate over his am- 
bition i and the method he. took to encreafe bis 
treafures, cannot be juflified by his oibft ardent 
admirers. He had found two mXmfters^ Empfon 
and Dudley, .pcrfe<SUy q^ialrfied to fecond his - 
avaricjous inttntions. Tt>ey were both lawyers i 
the firft of mean birth, brutal manners; and an 
unrelenting temper ; th^ fecond better born, and 
better bred, but. equally fevere and inflexible. It 
was their ufual practice to commit, by indiflment, 
fuch perfons to prifon as they intended to opprefs j 
from whence they feldom got free, but by paying 
heavy fines, which were called mitigations and 
compofitions. By degrees, as they were grown 
more hardened in oppreflion, the very forms of 
law wer& omitted ; thev determined in a fummary 
fc 3 way 
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way upon the properties x>f the fubjc^, sipd ccn- 
fifcated their cffefts ^o the royal treafury. £.ut tbjc 
chiefinftrumentsofoppj-efnon employed by the(e 
minifters were tlje penal ftatutes, Which, - without 
confideration of rank, quality, or fcrvices, were 
rigidly put in execution againft all men. 

In this manner, was the latter part of this adllvie 
monarch's reign employed infchemes to flrex^gtben 
the power of the crown, by amaffing moneyj and 
extending that of the people. He had the fatisfaAioB 

A rv about that time of completing a marriage 
* * between Arthur, the Priijce of Wales, 

5 and the Infanta Catharineof Spain, which 
had been projeded and ncgociatcd during the qoMrfe 
of feven years. But this marriage proved. In the 
event, unprofperous. The you iig prince Tickenod 
find died in a few months after, yery much rqgict- 
ttd by the whole nation ; and the.princefs wa3. 
obliged (hortly after to marry his fecond fon Henry^ 
who was created Prince of Wales in the room of 
bis brother. The prince him felfmad< all the op- 
pofition which a youth of twelve years of age was 
capable of; but. as the king perfifted in his refo* 
lution, the marriage was, by the pope's difpenfa- 
tion, (bortiy after folemnized. 

The magnificence of thefe nuptials was ibon 
after eclipfed by the accidental arrival of Philip^ 
^be arch-duke of Caftile, with Joan his confort. 
Thefe perfooages had embarked for Spain during 
the winter feafon, in order to take the advantage 
of an invitation which the people of that countty 
had offered to place them upon the Spanilh throng. 
Meeting, hovvever, with a violent tempeft in 
their voyage, they were obliged to take fteherin 
WeymoutlTharbour, where they were honourably 
received by Sir JohnTrenchard, a gentleman of 
authority in the county of Dorfet. 1 he king foon 

after 



d by Google 



H « N H y VU. aaa. 

^cer beiDg informed of their arrival^ ^ .rx 
fent in all hafte the earl of Arundel to^ ,-^5^ ' 
compliment them on their fate efcape ; ^ 
and to inform there that he intended fhortly paying 
themavifit in perfpn. Philip knew that this was 
buta polite method of detaining him; and, for the 
falce 9f difpatch, he refolved to anticipate bis vifit ^ 
and to have an interyie\y with him at Windfor,. . 
Henry received him with all the magnificence pof*« 
fible, and with all feeming cordiality ; but was re^p- 
folved to reimburfe himfelf for theexpence of hit 
fragc^ants, by advantages that would be more fub- 
ftantially conducive to his own interefts, aiid thofe 
of the ination. There had been fome years before 
a plot carried on again (1: him by the earl of SuiFolk ^ 
for which Sir James Tyrrel, and Sir James Wind- 
liam, had been condemned and executed, while 
Sujifplk, the original contriver, had madp his efcape 
into the Low-Countries, where he found prcitediioit 
from Philip. But he was now given up to Henry** 
requeft, and being brought over to England^ he wa^ 
imprifoned in the Tower. A treaty of commerce 
was alfo agreed upon between the two foverergns jt 
which was at that time of the greateft benefit to 
England, and continues to remain as the ground*, 
work of all other cornmercial treaties to this day^ 
Henry having t;hus feen England in a great mea- 
fure civilized by his endeavours, his people paying . 
Aeirtaxes without couftraint, the nobles con felling 
a juft fubordination, the laws alone infli6ting pu- 
nidiment, the towns beginning to live independent 
of the powerful,, comrnerce every day encrcafing, 
the fprrit of fadiion; extinguifhed, and foreigners 
cither. fearir>g England or feeking its alliance, he 
bpgan to perceive the approaches of i^is end. He 
theri refolved to reconcile himfelf to heaven j and 
by d.iftributing alms, founding religious houfes, 
K 4 and. 
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and granting a general pardon to all his fubje^ls, tf 
njake an atonement for the errors of his reign. It 
was in this difpofition that he died of the gout in bis 
^ Tj (lomach, having lived fifty-two years 
and reigned twenty-three. Since the 
^ 9* times of Alfred, Engbnd had not fecn 
fuch anotjier king. He rendered his fubjefls pow- 
erful and happy, and wrought a greater change in 
the manners of the people, than it was poffible to 
fuppofe could be efFeded in fo fliort a time. If he 
had any fault that deferves to be mark-ed with re- 
proach, it was that having begun his^eign with 
oecoAomy, as he grew old his defires feemed^to 
change their objetSi from the ufc of money, to the 
^leafure of hoarding it. But hcought in this to be 
pardoned, hs he only faved for the public ; the royal 
coffers being ihcn the only treafury of the ftate ; 
and in proportion to the king's finances, the public 
might be faid to be either rich or indigent. 

About this time all Europe, as wcrll as England, 
feemed to roufc from the long lethargy, during 
which it continued for above twelve hundred years. 
France, Spain, Portugal and Sweden enjoyed 
excellent monarchs j who encouraged and pro- 
ted^ed the rifing arts, and fpread the means of 
happinefs. The Portuguefe failed round the Cape 
of Good Hope under the command of Vafqucz 
de Qama ; and the Spaniards, under the con«> 
du6l of Columbus, had made the difcovery of the' 
new world of America. It was by accident on- 
ly, that Henry had not a confiderable (hare in thtfe 
great naval difcoveries ; for Columbus after meet- 
ing with many repulfes from the ccurts of Portu- 
cal and Spain, fent his brother Bartholomew into 
England in order to explain his projects to the 
king, and to crave his proteiSlion for the execution 
of them. Henry invited, Columbus* to England ; 
but his brother in returning being taken by pirates, 

was 
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was deeained in his voyage, and Columbus in the 
mean time, fucceeding with l(abella, happily ef- 
feded his enterprize. Henry was not difcouraged 
by this diiappointment ; he fitted out Sebaftian 
Cabot, a Venetian dwelling at Briftol, and fent 
him weft ward in fearch of new countries. * j^ 
This adventurer difcovered the main ' ^ ' 
land of America to the North} then '49*^' 
failed Southward along the coaft, and difcovered 
Newfoundland and other countries ; but returned 
without making any fettlement. The king, foon 
after, expended fourteen thoufand pounds in build- 
ing one fhip, called the Great Harry. This 
was, properly fpeaking, the firft fhip in the Eng- 
Iffh navy. Before this period, when the king 
wanted a fleet, he had no other expedient but to 
hire (hips from the tnerch^nts* 
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NO prvKcXiever came to thrtbrone'vrith a cbn^* 
jundure oiciNnrnRiftaQcefttnbre"rfi4vb fa^ur 
than Henry VIII. whoiiov(r,ifitbe<igi»jtomh year 

A j^ of hfs age) uHdettookdne^gQireniiiiestf^ 
' ' thekmgcfem. Hi&prudvnt^herieft Ihia 

^9' af^aceful throne, a well ftore^trwrfury, 
and an undiirputed fucc^ffion. By hn father's £d» 
he claimed fron» the boufc af|liaiicafter» ajid>b]r hiis- 
mother's from that of Ybrk^ H&was ia frkiidi^ 
(hip with all the powers'Of £cFrope,.'andihS» faiijeSls 
weie every day growing more powerful and more 
wealthy j commerce and arts had for fome time 
been introduced into the kingdom, and the Engliih 
fcemed willing to give them a favourable reception. 
The young king himfelf was beautiful in perfon, 
expert in polite exercifes, open and liberal in his 
air, and loved by all his fubjefls. The old king, 
who was himfelf a fcholar, had him inftru£^ed in ^1 
the learning of the times ; fo that he was an adept 
in fchool-divinity before the age of eighteen. 

But favourable as thefe circumflances were, 
Henry foonAewed that they went but a (hortway 
in formiivg a good charaiSkr, they v^ere merely 
the gifts of naure, or accomplifhments, implanted 
by the ailiduity of his father ; but he wanted the 
iikOre folid advantages, which were to be of his 
own formation, a good heart and a found under- 
flandhng. The learning he had, if it may defervc 
that appellation, fervcd only to inflame his pride, 
but not control his vicious aiFedions i the love of 

• his 
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His fubjeAs broke 6ut in their flattery, and this 
was aaother meteor to lead him aftrayv His vaft 
wealth inftead of relieving the publicj or encreafirtg 
his pfoWer, only contributed to fupply his debau- 
eh^eries, or gratify the rapacity of the minifters of 
his pieafures* But it had been happy for his peo- 
ple' if his faults hadrefted here ; he was a tyrant, * 
bttmanity takes, the aiarni at his Cruellies; and 
however fortunkte f<bme of his meafures might 
prove in ^ event, no good than but muft revolt 
at his<rr»oHves, and the means he took for their ac-^ 
complifhfhefit. 

• The firft aiftion Which flievred that thfe prefent 
reigfi ^as to be very different from the former, was 
the pumflittfent of Empfon and Dudley, who were 
obnoxious to the (populace for having been the rea« 
6j inftrumenrs of the late king's rapacity. They 
were imfiiied'iatefy cite4' before the couitcil, in or- 
cJer toanfwer for their conduct ; but fempfon, in 
hi« defeifRres alleged that fo far from dcferving cen*- 
fure for his paft condu£^, he was confident hisac^ 
troRB rather merited reward and approbation. 
Tho' ar ftria execution of the law was the crime 
of wbi^h he and Dudley were accu fed ; although 
theft Jaws had been cftabliihed by the voluntary 
confent of the people ; notwithflanding all their 
^)cpofiuiations, iLmpfon and Dudley were feht to 
the Tower, and foon after brought to their triah 
As the ftri£t difcharge of theii duty, in estecuting 
the laws, could not be alleged againfl* them as a 
crimen to gratify the people with their punt(h<- 
ment, they were accufed of havirtg Entered intb 
acortfpiraty againft the prefent king ; and of in- 
tentions to fei:ie, by force, the adminiftration of 
government. Nothing could be more improbable 
and unfupported thanfucb a charge ; nevcrthelefs 
the jury were fo. far infcilcd with popular preja'- 
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dice, that they gave a verdid againft them, and 
they were both executed, fome time after, by a 
warrant from the king. 

This meafure, which betrayed an unjuft com- 
pliance with popular clamour, was followed by 
another ftill more detrimental to the nation, al- 
though ft ill more pleating to the people. Julius 
the fecond was at that time pope, and had filled 
all iLurope with his intrigues and ambition ; but 
his chief refentment was levelled againft Lewis, 
king of France, who was in pofTeiHon of fome va- 
luable provinces of Italy, from which he hoped, 
by his intrigues, to remove him. For this pur- 
pofe he entered into a treaty with Ferdinand, king 
of Spain, and Henry of England ; to each of whom 
be offered fuch advantages as were moft likely to 
enflame their ambition, in cafe they fell upon 
Lewis on their refpe^ive quarters ; while he un- 
dtrtook himfelf to find him employment in Italy. 
Henry, who had no other motives but the glory 
of the expedition, and the hopes of receiving the 
tide of the Moft Chriftian king„ which the pope 
afTurcd him would foon be wrefted from, Lewis, 
to be conferred upon him, readily undertook. to 
defend his caufe ; and his parliament' being fum- 
moned, as readily granted fupplies for a purpofe 
fo much favoured by the people. The /pirit of 
chivalry and foreign conquefi was not yet quite ex- 
.tinguifhed in Kngland -y the kingdom of France 
was iiill an object they defircd to poflefs, and 
Henry, - in . compliance, with their willies, gave 
out that he incendtd ftrlking for the crown. It 
was in vain that one of his old prudent coun- 
fcUors objedcd, that conquefts on the continent 
would only drain the kingdom without enriching 
it: and ihat England, from its fituation, was not 
htted to enjoy ex tenfive empire : the young king, 
deaf to all rernonftrances, and burning} with mili- 
tary 
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tary ardour, refolved to undertake the war. The 
marquis of Dorfet was firft fent ever, with a large 
body of forces, to Fontarabia, to affift the opera* 
tions of Ferdinand ; but that faithlefs and craftf 
monarch had no intentions of efFeAually feconding 
their attempts, wherefore they were obdiged to j«- 
turn home without effed. 

A confiderable fleet was equipped, fome time 
after, to annoy the enemy by fea, and a ^^rv 
the command entrufted to Sir Edward 
Howard; who, after fcouring the Chan- 'S'S* 
nel for fome time, prefented himfelf before Breft, 
where the French navy lay, and challenged them 
to combat. As the French were unequal t^ the 
enemy, they determined to wait for a reinforce- 
ment, which they expedied under the command 
of Prejeant de Bidoux, from the Mediterranean* 
But in this the gallant Howard was refolved to 
difappoint them; and, upon the ^appearance of 
Prejeant with fix gallies, who had time to take 
. refuge behind fome batteries, which were planted 
on the rocks that lay on each fide him ; he boldlj 
rowed up with two gallies, followed by barges 
filled with officers of diftin<5lion. Upon, coming 
up to Prejeant's fhip, he immediately fattened up-» 
on it, and leaped on board, followed by- one Car- 
roz, a Spanifh cavalier, and feventeen Englifli- 
men. The cable, mean while, which- faitened 
both fhips together, was cut by the enemy, and 
the admiral was thus left in the hands of the 
French; but as he fiill continued to. fight with, 
great gallantry, he was pfuQied over board by 
their pikes, and periihed in the fea. Upon this 
misfortune the fleet retired from before Breft, and 
the French navy, for a while, kept pofleifion of 
the fea. 

Ihis flight repulfej only ferved to inflame the 

. ; king's 
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Ituig's ardour. %o.lMic.re¥engd a^n t)i« ^netiiy; 
«ii4 b«. ft>OA' aftet fent: a boily .of «?ght thbufatid 
moil io £alai% .under Iter eommand of the earl of 
Skrewfbui^ I and anodier body of fix tHoufand 
flowed . flb9r% iheHPi under ^ the qoMqA of tord 
Horbert. tie proparodjtoifbUow himfelf t^ith lh« 
main body and rear, ankl arrived at Calais, at- 
tended by. niln^iere.^fr the £nEglrfli.Aol»ilfty. fiut 
he foon haid.an .at^tendanc, .whodidhrim ftill iUbfe 
honour. This Mta^. no Ms a jlerfMiage than Maai- 
mib^A, evofti^ tif.Qennany, ^Hq Had ftipulattd 
f4aAfthiitt ^ith eight lAioafafnd- men; biit beifig 
unable to.-ptsrfdrnl. his eiigagem^ms, joined tht 
£ngliih jurcny wtikifeni& Ocrman and Fifemiih M* 
dkra,. wha wdre.iifefnb ia giving an eiiH^mtd^ €f 
difeipline tOxUeniyfs tit.W }cyiod fcldiers. He even 
ffiliAed • hiinfelf in the Englifli fervice^ wore tK< 
crof& of St* Geerge^ and received pay^ a^ri h (i ndre4 
'kfowns.a day^ as one of Hdnry's fabj«6ts and cap- 
taias.' 

. fldrry being now at the head of a formidaUd 
attrty^ nfty thdufand ftfong, it was fdpfi&fed that 
j^ranclB muft fell a vidiin to hi^ ambition. Bui 
fh»t kingdom was. not threatened by him alone; 
the Scw!iSiy..cn another quarter, 'with twenty-fiv« 
thoiifand mehj we#e preparing to invade it} \thite 
fdrdinand of Arragon, whom no trearies couM 
bind, was oniy. wasting for a convenient opportfr- 
Isiiy of attack on his .fide to advantage. NeVer 
was the.FreAch monari^hy in ^fo tiiftr^d a fitua- 
tfoii'; but the errors of itis affiiilam? procured ifs 
fefety. IhflL Swifs* enteried.t'fitQ' a treaty with 
TreBQuille, the French genera], who gz\'^ them 
their owii terms, iatisfied that hts rhafter would 
refcind tlhem all^ as not having gtveh him an^ 
powers to treat; Ferdinand continued to remaia 
a quiet f^e£tacor,' vainly waiting for fome cffedual 
blow to be firuck by his allies ; and Henry fpent 

his. 
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thee fecure his c<H)queAs, or iidvtfrtoe bis xcpiMB* 

lion. - 

The firft of tbefe wa«T«roii^tt«, jaictde iisown 
fimatefl^Mi the frontiers of Pteardy.^ wkicfe ktpt 
him «n>p]oy44 fof mere than a motrtb^ akkpiigfy 
^ gsMFri^^n kafoe Mnountcti to a ttfaonfafid imbn^ 
The.befieged, afttf fotee tfitie^ falling ihoct 0I 
proviitons, a very beld and defpcrate attempt vi^ai^ 
i|«i|de to Aip^ them, which was artendedwitlf 
{\/KiCG(^. A French c^^ib, whofe.name wa»Pon-i 
tratUe«) led up a bed/ of eighteen hundred -mefli^ 
eacb of wbbfl) carried a bag of gunpofWder, and 
two quarters of bacon behind . htm. With ihil^ 
fmM, Source, be niade^a fierae atod oniexpeAed- iarep^ 
tion into^the£,ngl«(beaitip; ancl^ fuvnleitiyiUsg^al't 
j^fiftaQ<e>ariv4lKledto«tbe{Htcbafth6toi«m, «etof# 
#ach b0»feni»ii tlirew dowtn his barddn. Yfka» 
imfnediately retyrning vpim thegalfep^ they were* 
again fo fortunate as to break through the lui^flll. 
wkhout any gr<at lofs in the iihdertafcing. . But 
tWpart/, of hdf fe tbait^wa^ fentto cloWerthe feMVSUtf 
W3fi not fp fudcefsM*. Tbo' this body of .trodpa 
Was cbrrvmanded-by ^.beld^ft and:braveft captaht 
eif the FreAch wmy^ yeti ott figbt of the Englifli^ 
Ib^y were feiaed with; ficcb ail ufiaecouiMabfepanie^ 
ihait iib«^ immddNtteJ'y fled;, and bad ttiany of tfaeit 
beft efie^cs Kakcn pri'fohrrs'.: TbrsafHofi ^aseail^ 
ed by the French the battle of Guinegate, Sram 
the pl^ce vtbeite it was fought ^ but by th)8 £n|flkSf 
tifte 'kittle of the Spufs^ as thb FreaKh^ open thaa 
d^yyinadenKM^Q uk (>f ibeir fpurs than* their fwoyd^^ 
ta proceTe fafety. 

After this viSbry, which mfigbt. have beem fd^ 
lowisd with vcjry tinpdrtatot conieiqu^ces^. had iti« 
vf£bo^ matched ferward.to^Parisy Betity fat ddi;^! 
to* make fut^e of the little iiown^ which had irfsda 

fticb 
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fuch an obftinate refiftancc; and found himfelf, 
when it was obliged to furrender, mafter of a 
place, which neither recompenfed the blood, nor 
the delay that were expended in the fiege. 

From one error Henry went on to another. He . 
was perfuaded to lay iiege to Tournay, a great 
and rich city of Flanders, which at that time was 
in poflfeffion of the French. This fiege, though 
it took up little time, yet ierved to retard the great 
object, which was the conqueft of France; and 
Henry hearing that the Swifs were returned hoipe, 
and being elated with his trifling fucceflfes, refolv- 
ed to transport his army back to England, where 
flattery was put to the torture, to make him happy 
in the glory of his ridiculous expedition. A truce 
was concluded foon after between the two king* 
doms; and Henry continued t6 diflipate, in more 
peaceful follies, thofe immenfe fums, which had 
been amaflTed by his predeceflbr for very diflFerenc 
purpofes. 

The fuccefs which, during his foreign expedi- 
tion, attended his arm« in the North of England, 
was much more important and decifive.. A war 
having been declared between the Englilh and 
Scots, who ever took the opportunity to fall 
on, when their neighbours were embroiled with 
France, the king of that country fummoned out 
the whole force of his kingdom ; and having pafled 
the Tweed with a body of fifty thoufand men, 
ravaged thofe parts of Northumberland which lay 
along the banks of that river. But as his forces 
were numerous, and the country barren, he foon 
began to want provifions; fo that many of his men 
deferting, returned to their native country. In 
the mean time, the earl of Surry, at the head of 
twenty-fix thoufand men, approached the Scotch, 
who were encamped on a rifing ground, near the 
hills of Cheviot. The river Till ran between both 

armies. 
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armkS) .and prevented an engagement : where- 
fore the earl of Surry fent an herald to the Scotch 
camp, challenging the enemy to defcend into the 
plain, which lay to the fouth, and there to try 
their valour on equal ground. This offer not be- 
ing accepted, he made a feint, as if he intended 
marching away/ towards Berwick, which putting 
the. Scotch in motion to annoy his rere, he took 
advantage of a great fmoke, caufed by the firing 
their huts, and pafTed the little river, which, had 
hitherto prevented the engagements Both armies 
now perceiving that a combat was inevitable, they 
prepared for the oniet with great compofure and 
regularity. The Englifli divided their army into 
two lines ; lord Howard led the main body of the 
firflline; Sir Edmond Howard the right wing, 
and Sir Marmaduke Conftable the left ; the earl 
of Surry himfclf commanded the main body of the 
fecond line, aififted by lord Dacres, and Sir Ed- 
ward Stanley, to the right and the left. The Scots 
on the other hand, prefented thr^e divifions to the 
enemy j the middle commanded by the king him- 
felf, the right by the earl of Huntley, and the 
left by the earls of l^enox and Argylc; a fourth 
divifion, under the earl of Bothwell, made a body 
of rcfcrve. Lord Huntley began the onfet, charg- 
ing the divifion of lord Howard with fuch fury, 
that it was immediately put to confufion and rout- 
ed. But this divifion was fo feafonabiy fupported 
by lord Dacres, that the men rallied, and the bat-^ 
tie became general. Both fides fought a long 
time with incredible impetuoufity, until the High-^ 
landers, being galled by the Englifh artillery, broke 
in fword in hand upon the main body, commanded 
by the earl of Surry; and at the head of thefe, 
James fought with the moft forward of the Mobi- 
lity. They attacked with fuch velocity, that the 

hinder 
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biA^^rlinr could DQ^advailfie hi time U> fvA$in 
|)WB>t ^o ^t a bodrjr ^f tingliih intercepted their 
e^ifoajU James being thus al mod fiuirounded bj 
th« cn^myi^ qefufed, to quit the field, while, it was. 
yec^ i«i.4ii6)pi»wer; but, alighting from his hokie, 
foiled his little body tnto an orb, an^ in this po£* 
turefought with fu^bdefperatecfurfi^^as reflored 
the balttlet The £nglilh, therefore, were agaih 
obtrged to have i^courfe to their artillery and ar^. 
rows, which ntade a terrible havoclc ; but night fe* 
parating the combatants, it was not till the day 
following that lord Howard perceived that he had 
gained a great and glorious vi<Story. The Lnglifh 
had loft Qo perfons of ndte, but the whole flower 
of -the Scotch nobility were fallen in battle. ,Ten 
thoufand of the common rhen were cur o(F, and a 
body, Cuppofed t<> be that of the king, was fent to 
London, where it rehn^ained unbUried, as a fen- 
tence of exconHnuiiicdtion fttll remained agaiuft 
lames, fer having leii^ued with Fr«ance againft the 
Holy See. B-ut upon Henry*^ application, who pre- 
tended that that prince in the inftan^before hisd%ath 
haddifcovcfed fome figns of repentance, abfolution 
was given him, 'and tliebody w^s interred. However, 
thepopulaceof Scotland ftilUontiflued to thinic their 
king alive; and it was given out among them that 
be had fecretly gOne on a pilgrirtiage to Jcrufalem. 
- Th^fe fuccefles only &rved to intoxicate Henry 
fiUl the more; >and while his pleafuriss, on the 
ene hand^ eogrofied. his time, the preparations 
for repeated expedi^tiocis exhaulfled his treafures. 
As it was ^natural tofupporethe bid minifters, who 
we«e appoiated .to diroi^.him by his father, would 
hot wiUtngLy oteeuc inthefe idle pcojet^, Henry 
\^j fOi ^fome time, drfcontinued aftrng their 
advice, and ichicfly confided, rn the counfels of 
Tiiofln^jaftGc^ards' cardinal Wolfey^ who feemed 

to 
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to fccond him in hiSffaypurij^ piirfuits- Wolfey; 
was a n^inifter who complied with ,^11 his mafter!s 
inclinations, and flattered him in ev^ry fcheme tq 
which his fanguine and impetuous temper was in-^ 
clined. He was the fon of a, priv.ate gen^emaiu 
and not of a butcher, as is cpnitnonly reported, o^ 
j^fwicb* .He was (ent to 'Oxford fo early, thai; 
be was a batchejor at' fourteen, aad at that time waa 
called the boy bL»:chelor. ^e rofe by degrees,^ 
upon quitting college^' from one preferment to 
another, till he was made reftor of Lymingtop by 
the marquis of Dorfet, whofe children he had in*, 
ftrtided. He had not long refided at thi^ livings 
when one of the juftices ^f t^e peace put him in 
the ftocks,for being drunk, and raifing diflurbanceii 
at a neighbouring fair. This difgrace, howevcfj 
did not retaid his promotion; for he was rccom-i 
mended as chaplain to Henry the feventh; and 
bei^g employed by. that monarch in a fecret neeo-. 
tiation refpeding bis intended marriage with Niar^ 
earet of Savoy, he acquitted himfelf to that king'r 
latisfa^iion^ and obtained the praife both of dili* 
geiice and dexterity. That prince having given 
Him a commiflion to Maximilian, who at that 
time refided at Bruflds, was furprifed in Icfs than 
three days after to fee Wolfey prefent himfeJf be- 
fore him ; snd, fuppofingthat he had been delix>- 
quent, began to reprove his delay. Wolfey, how- 
ever, furprifed him with aflurances that. he was 
juft returned from vBrufiels, and bad fuccefsfuUy, 
fulfilled all his majefty*s commands. His difpatch 
on that occafion procured him the deanery of Lin- 
coln, and in this fituation it was that he was in* 
troduced by Fox, bifliop of Winchefter,. to tbq 
young king's notice, in hopes that he would have 
talents to fupplant the earl of Suxry, who was fa-, 
vourite at that time, and in this Fox was not out 
in his conjectures. Prefently after, being intro<« 

duced 
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duced at court,' he was made a privy counreTlor ; 
and as fuch, hadfr'equent opportunities of ingra- 
tiacing himfelf with the young king, as he appear- 
ed at once complying, fubmilHve, and enterprlz- 
ing. Wolfey ufed every art to fu it himfelf to the 
royal temper; hefung, laughed, and danced with 
every libertine of the court ; neither his own 
years, which were near forty, nor his charaSer 
of a clergyman were any reuralnt upon him, or 
tended to check, by ill-timed feyerities, the.gai- 
ety of his companions. To fuch a weak and vi- 
cious monarch as Henry, qualities of this nature 
were highly pleafing; and Wolfey was foon ac- 
knowledged as his chief favourite, and to him 
was entruited the chief adminiftration of affairs. 
The people began to fee with indignation the 
new favourite's mean condcfcenfions to the king, 
and his arrogance to the.nfelves. They had long 
regarded the vicious haughtinefs, and the unbe- 
coming fplcndoui" of the clergy, with envy and 
deteftation ; and Wolfey's greatnefs ferved to 
bring a new odium upon that body, already too 
much the obje(5l of the people's diflike. His cha- 
ra£ter being now placed in a more confpicuous 
point of light, daily began to manifeft itfelf the 
more. Infatiable in his acquifitions, but ftiU 
more magnificent in his expence ; of extenfive ca- 
pacity, but ftill more unbounded in enterprize; 
ambitious of power, but ftill more defirous ot 
glory; infinuating, engaging, perfuafive, and at 
other times lofty, elevated, and commanding: 
haughty to his equals, but affable to his depen- 
dants ; oppreifive to the people, but liberal to h>s 
friends ^ more generous than grateful ; formed to 
take the afcendant in every intercourse, but vain 
enough not to cover his real fupcrioricy. 
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He had been; adyapc^ (oon tp (h? biiho|ric 
of Lincbln ; but this he afterwards , ^ ^ 
rcfigned, upon- being prpnnoted to the , * ^' 
irchbifliopric of York. Upon the tap- 5^5* 
turc of Tournay, he had. been proo^oted to the 
fee of that place ; but befides, he got pofleffion 
it very low leafes of the revenues of Bath, 
Worcefter, and Herefond, 'biiboprics filled bv 
Italians, who were allowed to rcfide abi'oacf^ 
and who were glad to compound for this indul* 
gence, by parting with a con fid era ble fligre of 
their profits. Befides many other church prefer- 
nients, he was allowed to unite with the fee of 
York, firft that of Durhanj, next that of Win- 
chefter; and his appetite ftemed to ^ncreafe by 
the means that were taken to fati^fy it. The pope, 
jobferving his grieat influence over the king, vi!^as de- 
fifous of engaging him in his interefls, and Created 
him a cardinal. His train confifted of eight hun^ 
dred fervants, of whom many were knights and 
gentlelmen. Som6, even of the nobility, put their 
children into his family as a place of education \ 
and whoever was diftingiiifhed by any art ot .^ 
fcience, paid court to the cardinal, and were of- 
teh liberally rewarded. He was the firft clergy- 
man in Lngland who wore filk and gold, not only 
on his habit, but alfq on his faddlcs and the trap- 
pings of his horfcs. . 

Befides thefe various diftinfiioris the pope foon 
after conferred upon him that of legate, defigning 
thu5 to make him iufirumental in draining the 
krngdom of money, upon pretence of employing^ 
It In a' war againft the Turks, but in reality v/ith ' 
a view to fill his own. coffers. In this he fo well' 
ferved the court of Rome, ih at fome time after the 
pofl: of legate was conferred upon him for life j^ 
and he now united in his perfon the promotions 
;•."'' "of 
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of te'gscte, ^tdltizi^ ^tcltAifth6p^ aiid j^rime minlr 

Sqw after, WsLthirtij chancellor, and arcK- 
bifhop of "Gahterbtfrjr) a man of a very moderate 
temper, chofe rather to retire from public cra- 
t)lo}rment, than maintain ap unequal coateft with 
the haughty cardinaL tVolfey in Jlantly feized oa 
the chancellorihip, . afid e^cercifed the diicfes of 
that employment witlf^reat abilities and ifnp^rtia- 
Dty. The. duke of Nbrfolk finding the king.'8 
^reafures exhaufted, Und hfs tafb for expense ftdl 
continuing, was glad to refign his office of treafu- 
rcr, and retire fl-om cOurt. Fox, biftop of Wini- 
cKefter, whd had Jfirftbeen inftrumehtalih Wol- 
fcv's rife^ Withd'reWtlinirelf in diiguft; the duke 
of Suffolk alfo went home with a refolution to re- 
pfiain prtvate, whilft' Wolfcy availed hrmfelf of 
their difcon tents, and filled up their places by bis 
crejatures, or his perf6rial afllduity. Thefe were 
vaft ftretches of power, and yet the churchmaii 
was ftili infatiable. He procured a bullfrom thd 
pope, empoweriiig' him to make knights and 
counts, to legitimate baft'ards, to give degrees in 
arts, law, phyfic, and divinity; and to grant all 
forts of difpenfationst So much pride and power 
could not avoid giving )iigh offence to the nobili- 
ty, yet none dared vent their indignation, fo 
greatly were they in terror of his vindi<Slive tem- 
per, 

♦ In order to divert their envy from his inordinate 
exaltation, be foon entered into a corrpfpondence 
^ith; Francis the fir ft,' of France, who, had taken 
many methods to work upon his vanity, and at 
laft fiiccceded. In confequence of that monarches 
wi(hes, Henry was perfu'aded by the cardinal to 
deliver upTournay once more to the French j and 
he alfo agreed to an interview with that monarch. 
This expenfive congrefs was held between Guifnes 
I and 
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and' Andres, near Calais; within the EngUfh pa]e^ 
in compliment to Henry for crofRrtg-the fea. Thfc 
two monai^chs, after faluting each other in thi 
moft cordial manner^ retired into a tentere£!^d 
for the purpofe, where Hfelwy proceeded to read 
the articles of their intended alliance. As he be- 
gan to read the firft wprds of:it, ^^h Henry, king,' 
be {topped a moment; and then fubjoined pn}f 
** of England.'* without adding France, the uftm 
ftyleof lingKfirmonarch^. Frdncfs remarked tWs 
delicacy,, andexprelfe^ his approbation by a fbiife. 
'Nothing could exceed the magnrficencer of the 
nobility of botii courts on this occafiom M|ii)]K^of 
them' involved themfelves in Ian?e delWs; .aod ihe 
penury of a Hf(p was fcarce fuilRierittbr reimburfe 
the exti^avagancc of a few days, Beiide, there 
at firft appeared fomething low and iRiberal in tht 
mutual dtftruftis^ that were confpicuous on thi^ oc- 
cafion; the two* kings jjcver met without having 
the number oF their guards counted on both fides i 
every ftep wa? carefully adjufledj they pafl<d 
each other in the middle- point oet ween both placet, 
when they went to • vifit their queens ; and at the 
fame inftant that Henry entered Ardres, Francia 
put himfelf into the hands of the^Engliflrat Guifl 
nes. But Francis, who is.coniixlered as the firft re- 
ftorer of true poflitenefs into Europe, put an end to 
tWs low and iuiberalmethod of converfing. T^fel 
ing one day with him two gentlemen and a' page', 
'he rode, direQly ipto Guifnts, crying out to thfe 
l£ngli{h guards that they were his prifoners, and 
defiring to be carpied to their m after, Henry was 
not a little aftonifhed at the appearance of Francis ; 
and taking him in his arms, ** My brother,*' faid 
he, '^ you have here given me the moft' agreeable 
*' furprife; you have (hewn me the full confidence 
** I may place .in youj I furrender myfelf your 

*• prifonei- 
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•* prilbner from this moment." He then took 
Jfrom his neck a collar of pearls of great value; and 
fufting it on Francis, begged him to wear it for 
che fake of his prifoner. Francis agreed; and giv-^ 
ing him a bracelet of double the value of the for- 
mer, iniifted on his wearing it in turn; Henrjr 
«went the next day to Ardres, without guards or at- 
tendants; and confidence being now fufEciently 
eftablifhed between thefe. monarchs, they em- 
ployed the reft of the time in feafts and tourna- 
ments. 

Some months before a defiance «had been fent 
. jx by the two kings to each other's court 
' and through all the chief cities of Eu- 
^' ' rope, importing, that Henry and Fran- 
cis, with fourteen aids, would be ready in the 
plains of Picardy to anfwer all comers that were 
gentlemen, at tilt and tourney. Accordingly, the 
monarchs, now all gorgeoiiily apparelled, entered 
the lifts on horfcback, Francis furrounded with 
Henry's guards, and Henry with thofe of Francis. 
They were both at that time. the moft comely 
perfonages of their age, and prided them fe Ives on 
their expertnefs in the military exercifes. The 
ladies' were the judges in thefe feats of chivalry; 
and they put an end to the encounter whenever 
they thought proper. It is fuppofed that the craf-' 
ty French monarch was willing to gratify Henry's 
vanity by allowing him to enjoy a petty pre-emi- 
nence in thefe paftimes. He ran a tilt againft 
Monfieur Grandeval, whom he difabled at the 
fecond encounter. He engaged Monfieur dc 
Montmorency, whom, however, he could not 
throw from the faddle. He fought at faulchion 
with a French nobleman, who prefented him 
.with his courfer, in token of fubmiflion. 
. But thefe empty fplendours were not fufficreot 
to aprpeafethe jealoufy of the nobles at home, or 

quiet 
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^iet iht tnurmurs of the pcoplft. Among tbefe 
the ddkepf fiuckinghsrm, the Ton of him wh6*]oft 
his lift Iti tht reign of Richard the third, was the 
foremoft to complain. He had often been heard to 
treict the cardinal^s pride and profufion with juft con« 
teofipt ; and carrying^ his refentment perhaps to an 
im^r6p6r1en^th, fome low informers took care that 
Wbfifey ftfouia be apprized of ill. The fubftance 
^Ms itilpeachnftmt w^s, that he had confulted a 
foftUhe taleV Concerning his fucccffion to the crown, 
«hd had afffeAed to make himfelf popular. This was 
but a y^sA, pretext to take away tiie life of a noble- 
ihah, whofe father had died in defence of th« late 
king; but he was brought to a trial, and the duke of 
Norfolk, whofe fonhad married his daughter, was 
created l6rd fteward; to prefiddat this folemn pro* 
tedure. H# ^as condemned to die, as a traitor, by 
a jury, confiding of a duke, a marquis, feven earlsi 
ind twelve barons. When the fentence was pro* 
flouncing agidnft him, and the high fteward came to 
mention the word traitor, the unhappy prifonercoulj 
not contain his indignation. **My lords, cried hfe 
^ tbthtf judges,! ahi no traitor ; and for what yoa 
*• have done againft me, take my fincerfc forgive- 
« nefs; t« for my life, I think it not worth petitU 
** oning fo^; may God forgive you, and pity me,** 
He Was foon after executed on Tower-HilL 

By this time, all the immenfe treafures of th^ 
lat^i King were quite exhauRcd on ^mpty pageants^ 
guilty pleadires, or vain treaties and expeditions. 
But the king relied on Wolfey alone for repleniflj* 
trig his cofFerS ; and no perfon could be fitter for 
the putpbffe. His firft care was to get a large fum 
of money from the people, under the title of a 
bfctievolencc, which added to its being extorted 
the mortification of being confidered as a free gift« 

Voi. IL I^; Hear/ 
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Henry little minded the manner of its bcin^raifed, 
provided he had die enjoyment of .it; however, 
his minifter met with fomc oppofition in his. at- 
tempts to levy thcfe extorted contributions. In 
the firft place, having exaded a confiderable fub- 
fidy from the clergy, he next addrefled bimfelf iQ 
the houfe of commons ; but they only granted him 
half the fiipplies he demanded. Wolfey was at firft 
highly offended at their parfimony^ ana defired to be 
heard in the houfe ; but as this would have defirov" 
ed the very form and conftitutionofthatauguftboay, 
they replied, that none could be permitted to'fit and 
argue there, but fuch ais had been eleded members. 
This was the fir ft attempt made in this reign, to 
render the king mafter of the debates in parliament. 
Wolfey firft paved the way; and, unfortuQately 
for the kingdom, Henry too well improved upoa 
his plans foon after. 

A treaty with France, which threatened to make 
a breach with the emperor, induced Henry to wifb 
for new fupplies, or at leaft he made this the pretext 
of his demands. But as the parliament had te&ifi^i 
jcheir relu£Unce to indulge his wifhes, he followed 
the advice of Wolfey, and refolved to make ufe of 
his prerogative alone for that purpofe. . He iffued 
out commii&ons to all the counties of England for 
levying four (hillings in .the pound upon the clergy, 
and three(hillingsand four-pence from the laity ; nor 
did he attenipt to cover the violence of the meafure, 
by giving itthe name either of benevolence or loan. 
This unwarrantable ftretch of royal power was 
qu ckly oppofed by the people j they were unwilling 
to fxibmit t6 impoiitions unknown till now, and a 
general infurredlion threatened to enfue. Henry 
had the prudence to fiop fiiort in that dangerous 
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path into which be had entered ; ^nd declared, hy 
circular letters to all the counties, that ii^hat was 
demanded was only by Way of benevolence. But 
the fpirit of oppofition once roufed, was not \(o 
eafily quieted ; the citizens of London hefitated on 
the demand; and in fome parts of the country in*^ 
fufredions were adually begun, which were fup'« 
preffed by th« duke of Suffolk. Thefe' impofttfj 
w^ich were firft advifed by Wolfey, not happily 
fucceeding, he began to lofe a little of his favour 
with the king ; and this difpleafure was ftill more 
encreafed by the. complaim* of the dergy, who ic- 
cufed him of extortion. Henry reproved Wolfey> 
infevere terms^ which rendered him more cautious 
^nd artful for the future. 'As ait inftanceofhis 
conning, havirtg built a noble palace, called York 
Place, at Weftminfter, for his own ufe, fearing 
J10W the general cenfure againft him, he made a pfe^- 
fent of it to the king, afluring him that. from the 
firft he intended it as an bffcr to his majefty. Thus 
Wolfey 's impunity only ferved to pave the Way to 
greater extortions. The pride of this prelate was 
great; but his riches' were ftill greateh lit ordir 
to have a pretext for amafling fuch fum,* be under- 
took to found two new colleges in i^xfordj for 
which he received every day frefli grants from the 
pope and the king. To exe»c6te this favourite 
icheme he obtaioed a liberty of fappreffing feveral 
monafteries, and converting their revenues to the 
benefit of his new foundation. \^ hatdver might 
have been the pope's inducernent to grant him tlSfe 
privileges, nothing could be more fatal to the pon- 
tiff's interefts; for Henry was thus himfelf taught 
fhortly afterwards to imitate, what he had feen a 
•fubjeit perform with impunity. 

Hitherto the adminiftration of all affairs was 

carried on by Wolfey ; for the king was Content- 

L 2 cd 
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«d to loTf ^ in the embraces of his miftrtffiBS, iH 
' the complaints of his fubjeiEbi; and the etrdtnal 
umtcrtook to keep him ignorant, in order to con- 
tinue his own uncontfouled authority: But newt 
period was approaching, that was to pat an end to 
tb is minifter'o exorbitant power* One of riie moA 
extraordinvy and imporunt revotutions that ever 
employed ebe attention of man, was now ript 
lor execution. Thii was n^ left a change thaa 
the.refonmationi to have an idea of the rife of 
which, it will be proper to take a curfory view of 
the ftate of the church at that tinie, alid to ob* 
ferve by what feemingiy contradifiory sieans Pn^ 
vidcnce produces the moft happy events. 

The church of Rome had novr, for naoie dum 
a thoufand y^rs, been corrupting^the ancient fim* 
plfcity of tbeGolpel^and converting into a tempore 
iity the kingdom of another world. The popes had 
been frequently feen at ihe head of their own armieS) 
fighting for their dominions with the arm of flefli, 
a^id forgetting in cruelty and deteftable maxims of 
Aate, all the pretended fanditv of their cbaraders. 
The cardinals, prelates, ano dignitaries of the 
icharch, lived in envied fplendour, were ferved like 
volqptuous princes; and tome of them were found to 
poflefseight or ni ne biihoprics at once. W herever the 
church governed) it exerted that power with crudty; 
fo that to their luxuries was ufually added the crime 
fff tyranny too. As for the inferior clergy, both 
ycipSk and proleiiaot writers exclaim againft their 
abandoned and difiblute morals. They publicly 
i.epi miftreiles, and bequeathed to their illegiti* 
iiiate children whatever they were able to favf 
I oin their pleafures^ or extort from .the poor* 
There is (till to be feen a will made by a bifliop 
#f Cambray^ in which be fets afxde a certam fum 

for 
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tor the baftards he has batl already, and tboie 
which, by the bteffing of God he may yet happen 
to have. In many parts of England and Germany, 
the people obliged the»r priefts to have concubines ; 
fo that the laity m^ight preferve their wives with 
greater fecurity; while, at the fame trme, the poor 
laborious peaf^nt and artizan faw the fruits of their 
toil go, not to clothe and maintain their own little 
femilies, but to pamper men^ who infulted them 
with tenures, to which their example appeared a 
flat contradi^ion. But the vices of the ckrgv were 
not greater than fheit ignorance ; few of them 
knew the meaning of their La^tin mafs. Their fa«- 
gacity was chiefly employed in landing out wrtche?, 
and exorcifing the pofleffed ; but what moft in* 
creafed the hatred of the people a^ainft them wa$ 
the felling pardons and abfolutions m fin, at certain 
ftated prices. A deacon, or fubdeacon, who com- 
mkted murder, was abfolved from his crime, and 
allowed topoflTeft three benefices upon paying iwcDty 
crowns. A bi&op or abbot migiit commit murdc r 
for about ten pounds of our money. Every crime 
had its ftated value ; and abfolutions were given for 
iiDS not only already committed, but fuch as (hould 
W committed hereafter. The wifeft of the people 
looked with iilent deteftation on thefe impolttion^i 
and the ignorant themfclves, whom fortune feemed 
to have formed for flavery, began to open their 
eyes to fiich -glaring abfurdities. 

Thefe vices and impofitions were now almoft 
come to a head ; and the increafe of arts and learn- 
ing among the laity, propagated by means of 
printing, which had been lately invented, began 
to maLe them refift that power, which was ori- 
f inally founded in deceit. Leo the tenth was at 
L 3 that 
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^ jy that time pope,* and eagerly employed. 

J* • in building the church o/ bt. Peter at 
^ ^V Rome. In order to procure money for 
carrying on that expenfivc undertaking, he gave a 
commiiRon for feeling indulgences, a prafticethat 
had been^pften tried before. Thefe were to free 
the purchafer from the pains of purgatory j and 
they would ferve even for one's friends, if purchafed 
with that intention. There were every where 
fhops opened, where they were to be fold ; bi|t in 
genera] they were to be had s^t taverns, brothels, 
and gaming houfes. The AuguAine friars had 
ufualJy been employed in Saxony to preach the in- 
dulgences, and from this truft had derived both 
profit and'cojifideration ; but the pope's minifter 
fuppofmg that they had found out illicit methods of 
fecreting the money, transferred this lucrative em- 
ployment from them to the Domiaicans. Martin 
Luther, profeflbr of the univerfity of Wirtcmbcrg, 
lyas an Auguftjne monk, and one of thofe who rc- 
fented this transfer of tne faie of indulgences from 
one qrder to another. He began to (bow bis indigna- 
tion by pread^ing againft their efficacy; and being 
naturally of a fiery temper, and provoked by op- 
pofition, he inveighed againft the authority of the 
pope himfelf. Being driven hard by his adverfaries 
ftill as he enlarged his reading, in order to fupporfi 
his teriets, he di (covered fpme new abufe or error in 
.the church of Rome. The people, who bad long 
groaned under the papal tyranny, heard his difcourfcs 
with pleafure, and defended him againft the au- 
thority and machinations of his enemies. Frederic, 
ele£lor of Saxony, furnamed the Wife, openly pro- 
U&cd him ; the republic of Zurich even reformed 
their church according, to the new model; and 
Luther, a man naturally inflexible and vehement, 
was become incapable, cither from promifes of 

advancement, 
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advancetnent, of terrors of feverity, to relinquilh 
a fe<5t, of wbfch he was himfelf the founder. It 
was in vain, therefore, that the pope ifl'ued out 
his bulls agatnft Luther, it was in vain that the 
Dominican friars procured his books to be burned ; 
ht boldly abufed the Dominicans, and burned the 
pope*s bull in the ftrecrs of Wirtcmberg, In the 
mean, time, the difpute was carried on by writing 
on either fide. Luther, though pppofed by the 
pope, the conclave, and all the clergy, fupported 
his caufe fingly, and with fuccefs. As the con* 
troverfy was new, his ignorance of many parts of 
the fubjed was not greater than theirs; and ill as ' 
he wrote^ they anfwered ftill worfe. Opinions 
are inculcated upon the mihds of mankind, rather 
by confidence and perfevcrance, than by ftrength 
of reafoning, or beauty of di<f^ion ; and no man 
had more confidence or more perfeverance than he. 
In this difpute, it was the fate of Hcriry to be a 
champion- on both fides. His father, who h^d 
given him the education of a fcholar, permitted: 
him to be inftru£bed in fchool-divinity, which then 
was the principal object of learned enqaiiy. 
Henry therefore, willing to convince the world of 
his abilities in that fcience, obtained the pope's per- 
miflion to read the works of Luther, which had. 
been forbidden, under pain of excommunication. 
In confequence of this, the king defended the 
feven facraments out of St. Thomas Aquinas y 
afid (hewed fome dexterity in this fcience, though 
it is thought that Wolfey. had the chief hand itk 
dire£ttng him. A book bemg thus finiChed in hafte, 
it was fent to Rome for the pope's approbation, 
which it is natural to fuppofe would not be with- 
held. The pontiff ravilhed with its eloquence 
and depth, compared it to the labours of St. 
Jerome or St. Auguftine; and rewarded the au- 
thor with the title of Defender 9f the Faith, little 
L 4 imagininii 
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imagining that Henry was fooo to be one of the 
moil terrible enemies that ever the church of Btome 
had to contend with. 

Beiides thefe cauiies which contributed to ren« 
der the Romifli chuxch odious ^d contemptible, 
there were ftill others^ proceeding from pcditical 
meafures* Clement the feventh bad fuccceded Leo, 
and the hereditary animoiity between the eaperoK 
aud the pope breaking out ioio a war, Clcmeat 
was imprifoned in the caftJe of St. Angdo. \ zSi 
with thirteen cardinals^ his adherents, kept in 
cuftody for his ranfom. As the demands of the 
emperor wereexorbitant, Henry undostook t^ nego- 
tiate for the pope, and was proeuring hii» a verjr 
favourable treaty; but hi« koline,(s, in the measi 
time, corrupting his guards, hjad die gcod fortune 
to procure his efcape from confinement j and^ leaving 
the treaty unfiniibed, fent H«iiry a letter of thanla 
for his mediation. The violence of the emperor 
laught Henry that popes might be injured wiA 
impunity ; and the behaviour of the, pope mlmi«- 
feifed but litcje of that fan^ity or irtkllibibty tii 
jvhich the ponti£Ps pretendeii. Befides^ as Henry 
had laid the pope. thus under obligations, he fup^ 
pofed that he might, upon any emergeney^ expeft 
^ grateful return^ 

it was in t h is fituation of the church and the pope, 

that a new fc«ne was going to be opened,- which 

was to produce endtefs difturbances,- and tachangt 

J. IN the whole fyfiem of Kiirope. Henry 

* * had now bten. eighteen, years aoiarrica 

^5^7* lo, Catharine of Arragcm, who, as wc 

have related^ had been brought over frx>iiii Spain 

to marry hie elder brother, who died a few months 

alter cohabitation. But notwithftanding the (ub- 

raj (five deference paid to the indulgence of the 

church, Henry^s marriage with this princefs did 

Hoi pab without A:ruple and befitationv The pre* 

judices 
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judice9 tff the people were in^general bent agannft a 
conj iigai union between fuch near reliations ;- and the 
late king, chough he had (blemnized theerpoiifals» 
when his fon wa&but twelve years of age, gavemany 
intimations that he intended to annul them at a 
proper oppoFfttnlty. Thefe intenfions might havr 
gwen Henry fome doubts atid fcrupics concerning 
the legitimacy of his marriage ; but as he had three 
children by the princefs, and as her charader and 
condud were biamelefs, he for a while kept his 
fuggeftions private. But fee was fix years oWcr than 
him ; and the decay of her beauty, together with 
particular infirmities and d^fcafcs, had contributed- 
to make him defirous of another confort. However, 
though he felt a fecret diflike to her perfon^ yet for 
a long time he broke out into no flagrant adt of con- 
tempt; contended to range from beauty to beauty 
among the ladies of his court, and his rant always 
procuring him a ready compliance. But Henry was* 
<iarried forward, though perhaps not at firft excitcrf 
by a motive much more powerfijl than the tacit fug^ 
geftions of his confcience. It happened that a- 
niong the maids of honour, then attending the' 
queen, there was one Anna Bullen, tht- daughter 
of Sir Thomas Bullen, a gentleman of diftindtion, 
and /elated to moft uf the nobility. He had been 
employed by the king in feveral embaffies, aud 
was married to a daughter of the duke of Norfolk. 
The beauty of Anna furpafled whatever harf 
hitherto appeared at this voluptuous court, antf 
her education, which had been at Paris, tentfccH 
to fet off her perfonal ch^rms^ H'er features 
were regular, mild, and attradive, her ftatur^ 
elegant, though, below the middle fize^ while her 
wit and vivacity exceeded even her other aHure-- 
ments. Henry, who had never learried th6 art af 
reftraining any paffion that he defired'^o gratify-, 
^ 5 faw 
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faw and loved her ; but after fev<eral efforts, to in- 
duce )ier to comply with hiscriminal defires, he 
found that, without marriage, he could have no 
chance of ifucceeding. This obftacle, therefore, 
he hardily undertook to remove i .and as his own 
queen was now become hateful to him, in order to 
procure a divorce, he alleged that his confcience 
rebuked him for having fo long lived ijn inceft with 
the wife of his brother. In this pretended vp^rplexity 
therefore, he applied to Clement the feventh, who 
owed him many obligations defirijigtodiflblve the 
bull of the former pope, which had given hiqn per* 
miffion to marry Catliarine ; and ,to declare that it 
was not in the power, even of the. holy fee, to dif- 
pct^fe with a law fo ftri<5(ly enjoined in* fcripture. 
The unfortMnate pope was bow in the utmoft per-, 
plexity ; queen Catharine was aunt to the emperor, 
who liad lately made him a prifoner,,and whofe re- 
fentment he dreaded to rekindle by thus injuring fo 
Jiear a relatipn: befide, he could not in prudence 
declare the hull of the former pope illicit, for this 
would be giving a blow to the do6trine <^ papal in- 
fallibility. On the other hand, Henry was bis pro- 
testor and friend, the dominions of England were 
the chief refource from whence his finances were 
fupplied, and the kingof i* ranee, fome time before, 
had got a bull of divorce in fomewhatfimilar circum- 
ftances. In this exigence he thought the wifeft me- 
thod would be to^fpin out the affair by a negotia- 
tion ; and, in t^e mean time, fent over a cooimif- 
fion t,o WolCey," in conjunftion with the arch- 
biliiop of Canterbury, or any other Englifh pre- 
late, to examine the validity of the king's mar- 
riage, and the former difpenfation y granting them 
alfo a proyiftonsd difpenfation for the king's inar- 
riage, with any other perfon. When this meflage 
was laid before the council in England, they pru- 
, V ' ' dently 
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dently confideredtfaatan advice given bv the pope 
in this ifecret manner, might very eahly be dif- 
avowed in public; and that a clandeftine marriage 
would totally invalidate the legitimacy of any iflue 
the king ihould have by fUch a match. l|i con- 
fequence of this, frefli meflengers were difpatched 
to Rome, and evafive anfwer^ returned, the pope . 
ftill continuing to promife, recant, difpute, and 
temporize ; hoping that the king's pafTion would 
never hold out during the tedious courfe of an ec- 
clefiaftical .controverfy. In this he was entirely 
miilaken. Henry had been long taught to difpute 
as well as he, and quickly foiund, or wrefted, 
many texts of fcripture to favour his opinions or 
his paiTions. To his arguments he added threats, 
aiTuring the pope, that the Knglifh were already but 
too well difpofed to withdraw from the holy fee ^ 
and that if he continued uncomplying, the whole 
country would readily follow the example of a 
monarch, who, flung by ingratitude, ihould deny 
all obedience to a pontiff by whom he had always 
been treated with faiichood and duplicity, 'l^he 
king even propofed to his holinefs, whether, in cafe 
he werenpt permitted to put away his prefent queen, 
he might not have a difpenfation for having two. 
wives at a time. 

The pope, perceiving the eagernefs of the king» 
at one time had thoughts ,of complying with his 
folicita^ions, and fent cardinal Campegio, his 
kgate, to Loi^o, who, with Wol fey, opened a 
court for trying, the legitimacy of the king's pre- 
fent marriage^ and cited the k'uig and the queen to. 
appear before them. They both prefented them* 
felves; and the kii^ anfwered in his name^ when . 
cabled } bu( the queen, inflead of anfwering t« 
nerS) .r9fe from her feat, and throwing bef f^if at 

the 
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. j^ the king's fset, in the mod: pathetic 
^* ' manner, entreated hicnt{>haic« pay upoa 
*S*9» iier heiplefs fityation.. A. ftrangcr, on* 
protected, unfrtended, (he could only rely on. him 
as her guardian and defender, on Mm alooe who 
knew her fubmif&on and her innocence, and not op- 
on any court, in which^ her eneouea prevaiied, and 
would wreft the laws againft h^er i itte, cherdbre, 
refufed the prefent trial) where ike could expert 
neither jtiftice nor impartiality. Yec ootwithftajid* 
ingthe queen's objeiStions, her trial wciu forwari^ 
and Henry ihortly hoped tabe gratified in his moit 
fanguine expedations. 1 he principal potfit which 
came before the legates^ was the proof of prince 
Arthur's confummation of hi&mariiage with Ca* 
tharine, which feme of his own expreliions to that 
purpofe tended to confirm. Other topics were 
preparing, tending to prove the inability ef the 
pope himfelf to grant fuch a difpeniation ^ and the 
bufinefs feemcd now to be drawing near a pei i«d, 
when, to the great furprize of ali, Caa^gio, all 
of a fudden, without any warning) and upon very 
frivolous pretences, prorogued the courts and 
ftortly after transferred the caufe befone the court 
ef Rome. 

During the courfe of thefe perplexing negori?- 
tions, on the ifiue of which Henry's happinds 
feemed to depend, he had at iirft expeded* to find 
in his favourite Woliey, a warm defender,' and a 
fteady adherent ; but in this he (bund himfelf raif- 
taken. Wolfey feemed to be in pretty much th« 
fiime dilemma with the pope. Oh the one hand, 
be was to pleafe his matter the king, from whom 
he had received a thoufand marks of favour j aiKl 
on the other hand, he feared to difoblige the pope^ 
whofe fc-rvant he more immediatefy waS| and who 

befidai 
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befidtft had power to* pfunffli fris dlfobedicnce. He, 
therefore^ reWvcd to eotrtinue neuter in this con- 
troveify f and though of all meir the moft haugh-> 
ty, he gave way on this occaflon to his colleague 
Campegio-in sH things, pretending ar deference to 
his ftil* in *ahoB few. Wolfey's fcheme of tcm- 
porizfing wisr highlydifpleafing to the king» Jjut' 
f6f awhiiig h* eiideavoured ro ftifle his refcntmenr, 
until it could adf with more fafel ceruinty. He 
for fome time Looked out for a man of equal abili- 
ties and leis art ; and was not long (>efore acci- 
dent threw into his way one Thomas Cranmer, 
ofgrearter talents, and probably of more integrity. 
Cranmer was a doctor of divinity, and a proffflbr 
al Cambridge, buthad lorft^his office upon marrying 
contrary to the ttiftitutes oF the canon law, which 
enjoined celibacy to all the clergy. He had travel- 
led in his youth into Germany ; and it was there 
he became acquainted with Luther's works, and 
embraced hi» doctrines This mart happening to 
full one evening into company wiih Gardiner fe- 
cn-etary of ftate, and Fox the icing's almoner, the 
bufinefs of the divorce became the fubje<5t of con- 
verlaticn^ He gave it as his opinion, that the tca- 
dieft way to quiet the king's confcience, or to ex- 
tort the pope's confent, would be to^ confult all 
the univcrlities of hurope upon the affeir ; an ad- 
vice which being broaght? to the king, pleafcd him 
fo much, tl^at Crattmer was defired to follow the 
cotfrt. 

The king finding himfelf pr. vided with a per- 
fon' who cowld fupply Wolfey's place, appeared 
iefs referved in his refemments againffthat prelate. 
The' attorney- general was ordered to prepare a 
bill of indi^merit againii him >- and he was foon 
after commanded to refign^ the grcar'fca!. Criimes, 
are eafily fbuiid agairttt ^« favourite iff difgrsfcej' 
and the courtiers did not fiiil to increafe the cau- 

logue 
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lojgue of his errors. ' He. was ordered to depart 
from York-place palace ; and all his furniture and 
plate were converted to the king^'s ufe. The in- • 
ventory of his goods being taken, they were found 
to exceed even the moft extravagant furmifes* Of 
fine .hoDand alone there were found ^ thoufand 
pieces ; the walls of his paUce were covered with 
cloth of gold and silver ; he, had a cupboard of 
plateof mafly gold ; all the rfift of his. riches and 
furniture were in propoition, and probably their 
greatnefs invited the hand of power. The parlia- 
ment foon after confirmed the fenten(;e. of the 
court of Star-chamber againfl him, and -he was 
ordered to retire to Eiber, a country feat which 
he pofTefTed near Hampton ^ there to await the 
king's further pleafure, with all the , fluctuations 
of hope and apprehenfion. Still, however, he 
was in pofieiBon of the archbifliopric of York and 
bilhopric of Winchefter ; and the king gave him 
diftant gleams of hope, by fending. him a ring ac- 
companied with a gracious i^eflage. Wolfey, 
who, like every bad charader, was proud to his 
equals and mean to thofe above )iim, happening 
to meet the king's meflenger on horfeback, imme- 
diately alighted, and throwing hinifelfon his knees 
in the mire, received^ in that abje<St manner^ 
thofe marks of his ma^efty's condefcenfion. But 
his hopps were fooiv overturned, for after he had 
remained fome time at £Qier, he .was ordered to 
remove to his fee of York j where he took up h-is 
reCdcnceat Gawood, and rendered .himfelf very 
popular in the neighbourhood by his affability. He 
was not allowed to remain iopg unmolefted in this 
retreat. He was arreted by the earl of Northum- 
berland, at the king's command, for high treafon, 
and preparations were ipade for ^onduding him to 
Ilondon^ in order %Qhj^ .tii^l. , He at firft refufed 

' ' ' .: ./ . .! .to 
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to comply with the requifition, as being a cardi* 
nal ; but finding the earl bent on performing his 
comfniffion, he complied, and fet out, by eaiy 
journies, for London, to appear as a criminal, 
where he had a£Ved as a king. In his way he 
flayed a fortnight at the* earl of Shrcwfbury's y 
where, one day. at dinner, he- was taken ill, not 
without violent fufpicions of having poifoned bim- 
lelf. Being brought forward from thence, he 
with much difficulty reached Leicefler Abbey ^ 
where the monks coming out to meet him, he 
faid, " Father abbot, I come to lay my bones 
among you ^''-and immediately ordered his bed to 
be prepared. As his diforder increafcd, an officer 
being placed near, at once to guard and attend him^ 
he fpoke to them, a little before he expired, to this 
efFe<St ; ** I pray you have me heartily recommended 
unto his royal majefly ; he is a. prince of a moft 
royal carriage, and hath a princely heart, and rather 
than he will mifs, or want any part of his will, he 
will endanger one half of his kingdom. I do aflure 
you, 1 have kneeled before him for three hours to- 
gether, to perfuadehim from his will and appetite, . 
but could not prevail. Had I but ferved God as di- 
ligently as I have ferved the kmg, he would not 
have given me over in my grey hairs< .But this is 
tU» jufl reward that I muft receive for my indulgent 
pains and ftudy j not regarding my fcrvices toUod, 
but only to my prince." He died foon after, in all , 
the pangs of remorfe, and left a life which he had: 
all along rendered turbid. by ambition, and wretch- 
ed by mean ailiduities. He left two natural chil- 
dren behind him, one of whom, being aprieft, 
was loaded with church preferments. 

Henry being now freed from the control of a per- 
fon, whohad foribme time been an obflacle to his 

intentions. 
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intentions, by Ccanmer's advice^ behad thetegslitj 
of his prdent marriage canyafled in all the moil no* 
ted univerficied of Europe* It wa& very extraordi* 
nary^tofes the king on the one tide folicicing the 
uaiverfities to be favourable to his paffion \ and^ 
aa the other, theenfiperor preiling ^heov with equal 
ardour to be favourable to his aunt. Henry libe- 
rally rewarded thofe do6lors who declared on his 
fide 'y and the emperor granted benefices to fuch aS 
voted in conformity to his ^iihes. 1 ime has dif- 
covei;ed thefe intrigues. In one of Henry*s account 
booksy we find the diibu4 fements he made on thefe 
cccafions. To a fub deacon he g-ive a crown, to 
a deacon two^ crowns i and fo of the reft, in pro- 
portion to the confequence of the ftation or opinion* 
The pcrfon^ however, who bribed on thefe ccca- 
fions, excufed himfclf by declaring, that he never 
paid the money till after the vote was given. In 
this conteft, the liberalities, and confequently the 
votesof Henry prevailed;his intrigues for a favoura- 
ble decifion being better carried on, as he was moft 
jRterefted^in the debate. All the colleges of Italy 
and France unanimoufly declared his prefent mar- 
riage againft all law divine and hum^n ; and there- 
fore alleged, that it. was not in the power of the 
pope himfelf to grant a difpenfation. The only 
places where this decifion was moft warmly opp-i^ 
fed were at Oxford and Cambrrdge ; but tney alfo 
concurred in the fame opinion at laft, having fur* 
niihed out the formality of a debate. But the agents 
of Henry were not content with the fufFrage of the 
univerfitiesalone j the opinions of the Jewifh rab- 
bles were alfo demanded ; however their fufirages 
were eafily bought up. 

Hemy being thus turniihed by thp fufFrages of 

the uiiiverfities, was iu>w refolved to oppofe tven 

the pope hinifelf, and began in parliameac by reviv- 

* ing 
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Ifigi an old law ag»nft tho cIerKy> ^y which it. 
was decreed, that all thofevho had /ubmittcd to 
the kgadne authority- bad incurred fevere penal- 
tjesc The.ckrgy* to cmiciliate the liiiig'& favour^ 
were cotnpeiled to pay a fine of an hundred and 
eighteen thpirfaiid pounds* A confeffion was like<^ 
•vtTf extorted from them,, that the Icing was pro«» 
te£ior and iupreme head of the church and 4fae 
id&gy ofiungland* By thefe concefiions a great 
part of theproit^, and ftili moK of the power, of 
the charch of Rome, was cut o£ An a£k fooir 
after was pafied againil levying the fruita, or af 
year's rent» of all the biihoprtcs that feU vacant^ 
The tic tliat held Henrf to the church being thuv? 
fanaken,. he refcd«ed to keep no further mea£ureif 
wkh. thoe pontkF. . Hcthetisfore privately nmrned 
Anna Bullei^ whom he created march ioneli o£ 
Pembroke, the duke of Norfolk^ uncle to the new* 
fioeen^ bsr fadier, mother, and dodior.Cranmet: 
being prefent at the ceremony. Soon after fiad* 
iflg tbe queen pi!cgnant, he pjuUicly owned hia 
marriage^: and^ to colour over his difbbedienoe t^ 
thrpop£>, with? att appearance of triumph, he paiTed 
wich tiis beautiful bride through London,, with m 
magnificence greater than had been ever known' 
bewre. The ftreets were ftrewcd, the wails oP 
the: houics were hung with tapeftries, the con> 
duits ran^ with wine, and an univerfal joy wasdif* 
/ufed auMODg the peoj^le, who were contented ra- 
ther w^th the preient feftivi'ty, .tharn foHcitous. ta 
exanunflithe motives of it. Catharine, who had 
sH along fuppocted her claimis with refolution, and 
yet wkk modefty, was cited to a trial ; but refu- 
iiog to appear, Ihe was pronounced con t a mac i- 
ousy and judgment given againft the validity of 
her 'marriage with tfae king« At length, there- 
tore^ ^drngtheiatttility of ^irthcc refinance, ihe 

retired 
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retired to .Ampthill^ near Donftable) where fhe 
continued the i^eil: of her life ih pidvacf and peace. 

In the mean time, when this inteUigence was 
conveyed to. Rome,, the oonckve was in a rage ; 
and the pope, incited by their ardour, and fright- 
ed alfo by the menaces of the emperor, publifhed 
ft fentence^ dec] ari!ng queen Catharine alone to be 
Hejir^*8 lawful wife, and requij^ing him to take 
her again, with ^a denunciation of cenfures in. cafe 
of refufal. On the. other han(J, Heriry iinding 
that his fubjedis of all ranks had taken part witn 
bira, and had willingly complied witb his at- 
tempts to break a foreign dependence^: refolvcd 
no longer to renew thofe fubmtmons which no pow- 
er could extort. The people had been prepared by 
degrees for thisigreat innovati9n ^ care had beea 
taken for fome years toanculcate the doSbcmCythnt 
the pope was entitled to no authority beyond the 
limits of his own diocefe. The king, therjeforei 
nalonger delayed his meditated fcheme of f<^para- 
tingentirely^om the church of Rome. Thepar» 
liament^fcras atihis devotion ;;the majocitjr: of tht 
clergy was.forhim^ as Jthey h^d alreacty declared' 
agaihff the pope, by decreeing* 'in favour of the 
divorce ; and the people, above all, wiflicd to fee 
the church htsmbledf which had fo long con trouled 
them at pleafure, andi grown opulent by their la- 
bours and diftrtfles. Thus all things. con fpiring to 
co-operate with his defigns, he« at once ordered 
himfeh to be declared by his clergy the fupremc^ 
bead of the church ;. the parliament confirmed the 

. vv -title, ^oliflied all. authority^of the popt 
.'.'in England, voted ail tributes, formerly 
534* paid to the holy fee, as illegal, and in- 
truded the king with the collation to all ecclefiafti- 
cal benefices^ : The nation came into- the king's, 
meafures witb-joy,. and, took an oath, called ;the 

oath 
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oath of fupremacy ; all the credit of the popc> that 
had fubf^fted for ages, was now atonce overthrown^ 
and none Teemed to repine at the revolution, ex- 
cept thofe who were immediately interefted by their 
dependence on the court of Rome. 

But though Henry had thus fepa rated from the 
church, yet he had not addicted hrmfclf to tho 
fyftem of any other reformer. The idea of hcrefy 
ftill appeared deteftable, as well as formidable, to 
him i and whilft his refentment againft the fee of 
Home had removed one part of his early preju* 
dices, he made it a point never to relinquilh the 
reft^ Separate as he ftood from the catholic 
chjurch) and from the Roman pomifF, the head of 
it, he dill valued himfelf o:> maintaining the ca« 
tbolic dodlrines, and on guarding by fire and fword 
the imagined purity of its eftablilbments. Hit 
miniAers and courtiers were of as motley a cha* 
rader a^ his conduct, and feemed to waver^ 
during the whole reign, between the ancient and 
the new religion. The young queen, engaged 
by interefl, as well as inclination, favoured the 
caufeof the reformers; Thomas Cromwell, who 
from being a . creature of Wolfey, and who, by 
an admirable defence of the conduiS^of his old 
mailer, had been taken into the favour and con^ 
fidcnce of the king, embraced the fame views. 
Being a man of prudence .and ability, he wag 
very fuccefsful m promoting the reformation, 
though in a concealed maoner. Cranmer, who 
was now become archbilhop of Canterbury, had 
all along adopted the proteftant tenets, and had 
gained Henry's friendlhip by his candour and 
iincerity. On the other hand, the duke of Nor- 
folk adhered to the old mpdie of worfhip; and 
by the greatnefs of his rank, as well as by his talents 
for peace and war, he had great weight in the 
king's council. Gardiner, lately created bifhop 

of 



d by Google 



4€m HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

of IVtnchefter, bad eidified tumfelf in the (kme 
party ^ tnd the ftippleiitfe of his charader, and Che 
dexterity of his conduct, had rendered him ex<* 
tremely ufeful to it. The king, meanwhile, who 
held the balance be tiM/eeo thefe contending fa^ions^ 
was enabled, by the courtihlp paid him by both 
proteftants and catholics, tu afiiime an imnaeafu* 
rable authority. 

As the mode of religion was not as ytt known, 
and as the minds of chofe who were of oppofitefen* 
timents were extremely exafperated, it Aaturaily 
followed that feveral itiuft fall a facrifice in tfaie 
csnteft between ancient eftaUifhments, and mo- 
dem reformation. The reformers were the firft 
Who were exhibited «.^ unhappy examples of the 
Irindi^ve fury of thofe who were for the eentiau* 
anee of antient fuperftitiont. One Jame^ Bain- 
bara» a gentleman of the Temple, being accufed 
of hiYouAng the do6hrines of Luther, had been 
brought before Sir Thomas More during the chafi<» 
ceQorfhip; and, after being put to the torture^ 
was condemned as a ^elapfed heretic, and wai 
burned in Smithiteld. One^ Thomas Bilney, a 
prieft, had embraced the new dof^rine ; but being 
terrified into an abjuration, he was fo ftung with 
remorfe, that he went into Norfolk, publicly re^ 
canting his former condud^ and expoiing the er« 
fors of popery. He was foon feized, tried m the 
bifliop's court, condemned as a reiapfed heretic, 
and burnt accordingly. On the other hand, Hed- 
ry was not rem^fs in punifliing fuch as difowned 
the propriety of his late defection from Rome i and 
the monks, as they fuflfered mofl by the reformati- 
on, fo they were raoft obnoxious, from their fret 
manner of fpeaking, to the royal refentment. 

To aflid him in bringing thefe to puntfliment, 
ibe parliament had made it capital to deny his 

fupremacy 
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fiiprenaaby over the cfaurch ; and many priors ind 
tcxrleftsftics loft thcif lives for this new fpedieft of 
cricne. But ofthofe whofell 8s a facrifice to thit 
ftern and iinjuft law, none are ib tnuch to be rt» 
gretted as |oh|i Fifber, biibop of Rocheftar, and 
tfie celebrated Sir Thomas More. Fiflier was a 
prelate eminent for his learning and ftiorais ; but 
fo firmly attached to anciem opinions^ that he wnt 
tbcowninto prifon, and deprived of hh ecckfiaftU 
tal revemies ^ (b that he had fcaroe even rags ttf 
cover bim in his fevere confinemefit. He was foon 
after indided for denying the king's fupremaeyy 
condemned, and beheaded. 

Sir Thomas More is intitted to ftill greater pity^ 
at his merits were greater. This extraordina^ 
man, wlio was one of the revivers of ^ncifcntlite-^ 
rature^ and inconteftably the foremoft writer of 
his age, had, for fome time, refufed to ad in 
ittbiervience to the capricious paffions of the king* 
He had been created chancellor i but gave up that 
high office, rather than concur in the breach w\\k 
tbe church of Rome. The auftcrity of this man'^ 
virtue, and thtrfan^ity of his manners, had in no 
wife encroached on the gentlenefs of his temper ; 
but even in the midft of poverty and difgrace hi 
could preferve that natural gaiety, which wds pro^ 
bably infpired by confcious innocence. But on th<6 
prefent occafion, being put into confinement, no 
entreaties nor arguments could prevail with him-,^ 
to fpeak an entire acknowledgment of the jufticfe 
of the king's claims^ One Rich, who Wias thfeh 
iblicitor-general, was fent to confer with him ; 
and in his ptefence he was inveigled to fay, that 
any queftion with regard to the law, which efta- 
bliflied that prerogative, was like a two-edged 
fword. If a perfon anfwered one way it would 
confound his foul ; if another, it would deftrcr^ 
hit body. Tbefe words were fufficient for the ba4 

informer 
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informer to hang an accufation upon ; and as trials 
tt that time were but mere formalities, tbe jury 

fave fentenceagainft More, who long expeded 
is fate. His natural chearfulnefs attended him to 
the laft* . ;When he was mounting the fcaffbld, he 
tsLid to one, *< Friend, hd(^ me up, and when 1 
*< go down again, let nie fliift for myfelf/' The 
^ecutic^ner afking him forgivenefs, he granted 
the re^ueft, but told him, '^ You will never get 
«c credit for beheading me,* my neck is fo ihort/f 
Then laying his head on the block, he bid the ex- 
ecutioner ftay till he had put afide his beard, for, 
faid he, that has never committed creafon. 

The concurrence .which the people iieemed to 
lend to Aefe fierce feverities, added to the great 
authority which i^eiiry fnom his. fevere and fiieroe 
deportment poflefied, induced him to proceed ftill 
farther in his fcheme of innovation. As the monks 
had all along fliewn him the greateft refiftance, 
he refolved at once to deprive them of future 
power to injure hira* He accordingly empowered 
jlCromwell, feeretary of ftate, to fend commrifio- 
ners into the feveral counties of England to infped 
themonafteries ; and to report^ with rigorous ex- 
adnefs, the condudl and deportment of fuch as 
were refident there. This employment was rea- 
dily undertaken by fome creatures of the court, 
namely Lay ton, London, Price, Gage, Petre, 
and Balftfis, who are faid to have difcovered mon- 
itrous diforders in many of the religious houfes. 
Whole convents of women abandoned to all man- 
ner of lewdnefs, friars accomplices in their crimes, 
piousfraudsevery where pra^i fed to encreafe the 
devotion and liberality of the people, and cruel 
and inveterate fa(S):ions maintained between the 
members of many.of thefe inftitutions. Thefe ac- 
^ufations, whether true or falfe, were urged with 
great clamour again ft thefe communities | and a 

general 
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general Jiorror vfa» ej^citie^ in the ^nation againft 
thcnu- ., ^ ■ . ,-_ ^ . .'. , ,. . 

T^^o Li^g n<>w« t^erefpre, c^ooght jie might 
with fafety, and «V€n fome degree of popularity, 
aboliih. thefq i nAittitioos, i but willing to proceed 
gently at.firfti. be gave dire£tipns (q parliament to 
£P,.iio farther at . prefcut tbim tp fijppr^sfs , * jv 
xhe lelTer monal^eries,. ,whp poffeiTeid. -'ft' 
revenues bqlow, the value of twp.hundred , ' 53^- 

i)ouiids a year. By tbi^ ^^ tbrpe.hiatdred and 
evei^ty-fix monafieries ^w^re fupprefled ^ and their 
revenues, amounting to thirty-two thpufand pounds 
a year, were granted to the king, . befides their 
goods aad plate, completed at an hundred thoufand 
pou^d^ ii^ore, J3ut this w^sonl.y the beginning of 
his confircations, ; for about two years after, he ire* 
folv^d upon the entire deftrad^lan of all monafte- 
ries whatfoeven. A new vifitation was therefore 
appointed, and frefh crimes we rQ alfo produced ; 
fo that bis fe verities v^ere condu<^ed with, fuch 
fejemingjuftice and fuccefs, that \n lefs than two 
ypars,, he becamre poffeffed of all the monadic . re- 
venuesi rThefe, on the wbofe, ^mounted to fix 
hundred anfl forty-five, of which tweflty-^ight had 
abbot$» lyho enjoyed a feat in parliament. Ninety 
colleges. were demoliihed in feveral counties^ two 
thoufand three hjindred and ft venty,^four. chan- 
tries, and free chapek, aiul an hundred and ten 
hofpitals. Th? whole revenue of thefe efta- 
blidiments amounted to one hundred and fixty- 
one thoufand pounds, which was about a. twen- 
tieth part of the national income. The lofs there- 
fore which was fuft^ined by the clergy upon this 
occafton, was by no means fo great or mortifying 
as the cruel infults and reproaches to which they 
were expofed for their former frauds and avarice. 
The numberlefs reliques which they had amafTpd, 
to delude and draw money from the people, 

were 
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writ n5w tocM^t forward afid eypdftd befbtl 
the populace with the moft poignant cbntcf6i{)ti 
An sngel wirh ^9 V^irig^ that hl^dught over 
the head of the fpear that pierted the fide of 
Chrift^ ooaUthat hadroafted St. Liiuh^tic^e, th6 
parings of St. Edmond^atoes, certain relica^toplre* 
vent rain^ others tt> ftop the gein^^tton df weeds 
among c^n. There was a crudifix it Boxley 
in Kent^ dift(ngutflied by the appellation 6f the 
Rood of Grace, whith had 4>een lon^ in replitatiott 
for betidiEg, raifing) ncrfling the eyes, and fliak*^ 
ing the heiid. It was brought to London, and 
hrekz to purees at St. Paul's Crofs ^ and the wheeb 
and firings by whkh it wasaduaied fliewn to th^ 
people/ At Hales in GloucelterAiire, the Ofiohki 
had carried on a profitabte traffic with the pre- 
tended blood of Chrift in a eryftal phikl. Thii 
relic was tio other than the blood of a duck killed 
weekly, and exhibited to the pilgrim ; if his 
prayers were acdepired, the blood was (heWn hrm i 
if Aippoiedto be reje£led, the phial was turned; 
and being on one fide opake, th^ blood was no 
longer to be fern. But the fpoils of St. Thomat 
tt Becket^s (brine at Canterbury exceed what even 
imagination might conceive. The flirkie was 
broken down ; and the gold that adorned it 
filled two large chefts, that eight ftrong inen 
could hardly carry out of the church. The king 
even cited the faint himfelf to appear, and to be 
tried and condemned as a traitbr. He ordered 
his name to be ftruck out of the Calendar, hii 
bones to be burned, and the office for his feftival 
to be ftruck out of the Breviary. Such were the 
violent meafu res with which the king proceeded 
againft thefe feats of indolence' and impofture ; 
but as greap murmuis were excited by ibme upon 
diis occafion^ be took care that all thofe who 
2 could 
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could be ufeful to him, or even dangerous in cafes 
of oppofition, (hould be (harers in the Tpoil. He 
either made a gift of the revenues of the convents 
tohis principal courtiers, or fold them at low prices, 
•r exchanged them for other lands on very difad- 
vantageous terms* He alfo ere£ied fix new bifhop- 
ricks, Weftminfter, Oxford, Petcrborow, Briftol, 
Chefter, and Gloucefter, of which the laft five ft!!! 
continue. He alfo fettled falaries on the abbots and 
priors, proportioned to their former revenues or 
their merits; and each monk was allowed a yearly 
penfion of eight marks for his fubfiftence. 

But though the king had entirely feparatcd him- 
fclf from Rome, yet he was unwilling to follow any 
guide in conducing a new fyftem. He would not 
therefore wholly abolifli thofe praiSices, by v/hich 
prieftcraft had been carried to fuch a pitch of abfur- 
dity. The invocation of the faints was not yet 
aboliflied by him, but only reftrained. He procured 
an a<£^, or, more properly fpeaking, gave orders, to 
have the Bible tranflated into the vulgar tongue; 
but it was not permitted to be put into the hands of 
the laity. It was>a capital crime to believe in the 
pope's iupremacy; and yet equally heinous to be of 
the reformed religion as eftablifhed in Germany. 
His opinions were at length delivered in a law, 
which, from its horrid confequences, was after- 
wards termed the Bloody Statute, by which it was 
ordained, that whoever, by word or writing, denied 
tranfubftant!ation,whoever mai ntai ned that the com- 
munion in both kinds was neceflary, whoever aflert- 
ed that it was lawful for priefts to m irry, whoever 
alleged that vows of chaftity might be broken, 
whoever maintained that private maffes were unpro- 
fitable, or that auricular confeflion was unneceifary, 
(hould be found guilty of herefy, and burned or hano^ed 
Vol. n. - M ' '"as 
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as the court fboiild determiiie. As the j)eq{>leiv€i^ 
zx that time chieJQy com|»red of thefe who followed 
the opinions of Luther, ^nd fach as ftill adhei^ to 
the pofj^,. this fiatute, ivith Henry's former decreeet, 
in feme meafure excluded both, and opened a field 
for perfecution, VfiAch fooa after produced it dread* 
ful bar veils. 

1 hefc feverkies, however, werepreceded by one 
ofa difierent feature, ariOng neither fton^ religious 
ncr political caufes, but oierely from tyrannical 
caprice. Anne Boleyn, hjs queen, had been always 
a favourer of the reformation, and confequemly 
had many enemies oi) that account, who only waited 
fomefitoccafion todeftroy her cf edit with the kin;g) 
and that ocqafion prefented itfelf but too foo^. The 
king's paffion was by this time quite palled by fatiety; 
as the only deiire he ever had for her arofe from that 
brutal appetite, which enjoyment foon deflroy^, he 
was now fallen in love, if we -may (o proftitute the 
exprefiion, with another, and languished for the 
pofleiTion of Jane Seymour, who had for fome4iine 
l>eeu maid of honour to the queen. 

As foon as. the queen's enemies perceived the 
king's difguft, they foon refolved on taking the 
firft opportunity cf gratifying his inclination to get 
lid of her, by producing crimes againft her, 

A n ^^^^^ ^^^ paflions would quickly make 
* ,' real. The countefs of Rochford in par- 

'53 • ticular, who was married to thp queen's 
brother, herfelf a woman of infamous charader, 
began with the moft cruel infinuations againft the 
reputation of her fifler-in-law. She pretended that 
her own huiband was engaged in an incefluous 
correfpondence with his fifter; and not contented 
with this infinuation, reprefented all the harm- 
lefs levities of the queen, as favours of a criminal 
nature. The king's jealoufy ' fii ft appeared open- 
ly 



d by Google 



H «: N R Y vm. 267 

ly in a tTltmg at <Jrecnwich, where the queen 
happened to drop her handkerchief, a^ was Aip- 
poied, to one of herminionsto wipe his fiice, after 
havfng ovtr-^ieated himfelf in the exercifc. Though 
this might have been very haftntefs, the king a- 
bruptly retired From the place^ and fent orders to 
have her confined to her apartment. Anne fmiled 
at firft, thinking the king was injeft; but when 
(lie found it was a very ferious affair, flie received 
^e (acrament in her ciofet» fenfible of what littk 
mercy {he had to exped from fo fprious a tyrant* 

I-n-the mean time, her enemies were not remifs 
in inflaming the accufation againft her. The duke 
of Norfolk, from his attachment to the old reli- 
gion, took care to produce feveral witneiles accuf- 
i/rgfhi^rof incontinencywifhfomeof the meaner fer- 
v^nts of the court. Four perfons were particularly 
pointed out as her p;iramours; Henry Norris, 
groom of the. ftole, Wefton, and Brereton, gen- 
tlemen of the king's bedchamber, together with 
Mark Sttteton, a mufician. As thefe had ferved 
her^lth n>ucfi afliduhy, their refpefl might have 
been -conftrned by fufpicion into more tender at- 
tachments. The next day the queen was fent to 
the Tower, earncftly protefting her innocence, 
and fending up prayers to heaven for affiftance in 
this extremiiy. She in vain begged to be admitted 
iiifto the prelence of the kingj "the lady Boleyn, 
her uncle's wife, who hnd always hated her, was 
ordered to continue in the fame chamber 5 and (he 
made a import of all the incoherent ravings of the 
afflicted pri Toner. She owned that (he had once 
rallied Morris on his delaying his marriage, and 
had told him that he probably cxpefted her, when 
(he (bouPd be a widow. She had reproved Wef- 
ton, (hct faid, for his affeiStion to a kinfwoman of 
M 2 ' ' • hers,. 
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hers, and his indifference towards his wife ; but 
he told her that (he had miftaken the objed of his 
aifefiion, for it was herfelf* She affirmed, that 
Smeton had never been in her chamber but tvrice, 
when he played on the har]p(ichord ; but (he ac- 
knowledged that he once had the boldnefs to tell 
her, that a look fufficed him* 

Every perfon at court now abandoned the un- 
happy queen in her diftrefs, except Cranmer, who^ . 
tbo' forbid to come into the king's prefence, wrote 
a letter to him in behalf of the queen ; but his in- 
terceffion had no efFe£t. On the lath day of May, 
N orris, Wefion, Brereton, and Smeton, were 
tried in Wefiminfter-Hall, when Smeton was pre- 
vailed upon, by the promife of a pardon, to confefs 
a criminal correfpondence with the queen v but he 
was never confronted 'by her he accufed ; and his 
execution with the reft, Ihortly after, ferved to ac- 
quit her of the charge. N orris, who bad been 
much in the king's favour, had an ofier of his life, 
if he would confefs his cringe, and accu/e his 
miftrefs ; but he reje£led the propoikl with con- 
tempt, and died profeffing her innocence, and his 
own. 

In tlie mean time, the queen, who faw the ter- 
rible appearance of her fortunes, endeavoured to 
foften the king by every endeavour to fave the 
lives of the unfortunate men, whofe deaths were 
decreed. But his was a ftern jealoufy foflcred by 
pride; and nothing but her renioval could appeafe 
him. Her letter to him upon this occafion, writ- 
ten from the 1 ower, is full of the tendereft ex- 
poftulations, and too remarkable to be omitted 
here ; as its manner ferves at once to mark the 
fituation of her mind, and (hews to what a pitch 
of refinement (he had carried the language even 
thin. It is as follows : 

« Sir, 
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*t Sir, 

"Your grace's difpleafure, and mj inprifon- 
ment, are things fo ftrange to me, as what to 
write, or what to excufe, I am altogether igno- 
rant. Whereas you fend unto me, (willing me 
to confefs a truth, and fo obtain your favour,) by 
fuch an one, whom you know to be mine ancient 
profefled enemy. I no fooher received this meilage 
by him, than I rightly conceived your meaning ; 
and tf, as you fay, confcfling a truth indeed m.iy 
procure my fafety, I (hall with all wHlingnefs and 
duty perform your command. 

** But let not your grace ever - imagine that . 
your poor wife will ever be brought to acknow- 
ledge a fault, where not fo mucH as a thought- 
thereof preceded. And to fpeak a truth, never 
prince had wife more loyal in all duty, and in all 
true affedion, than you have ever found in Anne 
Boleyn: With which name and .place I could 
willingly have contented myfclf, if God and your 
grace's pleafure had been fo pleafed. Neither did 
I at any time fo far forget myfelf in my exaltation, 
or received queenfhip, but that I always looked 
for fucb an alteration as I now find ; for the g ound 
of my preferment being on no furer foundation 
than your grace's fancy, the leaft alteration 1 
knew was nt and fufficient to draw that fancy to 
fome other objed. You have chofen me from a - 
low eftate to be your queen and companion, far 
beyond my defert or defire. If: then you have 
foiiiid me worthy of fuch honour^ good your grace 
let not any light fancy, or. bad counfel of mine 
enemies^ .withdraw your princely favour from me ; . 
neither let that.ftaia, that unworthy (lain of a dif- 
loyal heart towards your good grace, ever caft fo 
foul a blot on your moft dutiful wife, and the in- 
M 3 fant 
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font princefs your daughter. Try me, good king, 
but let me have a lawful trial, and kt not my 
fworn enemies ilt as my accofecs and judged; yea 
let me receive aa open trial,, for my; truth iball 
fear no open fliame ; then ihall you kit either mine 
innocence cleared, your fufptcion^nd confcience ia« 
tisfied, the ignoniiny and flander of the v^rldAop* 
ped, or my guilt opeiUy declared. Sothatwhat^, 
foever God or you may determine of aie, yourg^acft 
may be freed from an open ceofure^ and. mine oSftn^ 
being fo lawfully proved, your grace is at libertj 
both before God and man,, sot only to execute 
worthy punifhment on n^, as an unlawful wifcybut 
to follow your aSe£Uon^ready fettled on that part)) 
for whofe f^ke I am now. as 1 am, wbofe.name I 
could fome good while fince have pointed untoyouv 
grace, not being ignorant of my fttfpicion^th«reijY« 

^' But if you have.already determined of me^ai^i 
that not only my death, but an infamousr flandeit 
niufl bring you the enjoying your defired happinef^^ 
then I defire of Qodthac he will pardon your great 
fin therein, and likewife mine, enemie.^,. the; ini^rur 
men ts thereof ^ and that he wil L. not; call; yiou^.to^at 
flridt account for your unprinoe}y,4nd c;i;ufl'.u&gp. 
of me, at his genera] judgment feat^ where bpih) 
you and myfelf muft fhort«y appear^ anil In wbob. 
judgment I doiibt not (wi^atfoeyer tb« worJdaiay 
thiiik of me);min^.inaoQeni:e ih^ll be o^iUy kn^a 
and fuificiently cleared. 

« My Uft and' Oinly requflft flialf bo, th«t,m)^- 
' f(E*lf may only bp;fr the burd<2r^of your acaca's-dif- 
plearure;. and Uiatiit.ffWy. m^t IftUjCh t\i» ianoceur, 
iouls of tboie. pqor, geadepe^, vfho; (as! undeff- 
(taqd) are Jikewife-ii) ftrWt imprifonmeinr for ray- 
fake. If evi^r I.bav^ ftHif^d favour in- yoqr- figbiw 
if ever the nnme^of Anne Balcj^ ij^^hiheen plia^ 
*iug.i« your ears^ t^^e^ifct mo ob(aio thi^ rcq^^^J: 

' ^ and 
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apjd/S Witt fo k^vsi to trotrible jFQur gr2lce'&Qy'f4]r^' 
tbw,. with mi«« cg«n«ft prayers- ijo. the Trinity^ to* 
hftve yoiMi grace: itu bist gpod keeping, 'and to dire6b* 
you tn all yomv adiions^. From, my dolefttl prifon 
in tb« Toweu, tibfefcxthof May. 
Youn jnoft. 1 oy ai 

and: evtsr faitliful. wi/e^ 

ANN£:B.0LEYN." 

It. was not fp>b6 a:xpei^ed that eIoK|ueEice cpuld 
prcfsdl' ofi atyraitt, whofe paflipni were to be in- 
floenced by nose of thcr nobler motives ; the queen 
and her brother were tried by a jury of peers ^ 
btit afion ^hat proof or pretence che. crime of in<- 
ceft- w^ urged again ft them ts uflknoi/v\^n ; the c h ief 
evidence, it is faid^ aoiounted to no more, than 
that RocHford h^ been feen to lean on her 
bed before fomc company. Part, of the charge 
againft her was, that fhe had declared to her at- 
tendants, that the king never had her heart ; which 
was confidered a$. aflander upon the thron?, and 
ftrained into a breach of a late ftatute, by whjcii 
it was declared criminal to throw any {lander up- 
on the king, queen, or their fffu^ The unhap- 
py queen,, though unaffifted by coitnfel, defended 
herfelf with great judgment, and prefencc of mind ; 
and the fpeAators could not forbear declaring her 
entirely innocent. She anfwered drftin<5tly to all 
the charges brought againft her: but the king's 
authority was not to be controuled ; fhe was de*. 
dared guilty ; and her fentience ran^, that (he ihpuld 
be burned or beheaded at the king's pleafure. 
When this terriWe fentence was pronounced againft 
her, (he could not help ofFertng up a prayer to 
Heaven, vindicating her innocence; and in a moit 
pathetic fpeech to her judges, averred the injuf- 
t'tce of her condemnation. . 3ut the tyrant, not 
M'4 iktisfied 
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fatisfied with this vengeance, V^as defirous alfo of 
liaVing her daughter declared illegitunate; and re- 
membering the report of a contrail between her 
^nd Percy, carl of Northumberland, prevailed 
upou the queen, either by promife of life, or of 
executing the fentence in all its rigour, to confefs 
fuch a contra£k. The afflidled primate, who fat 
as jud^c, thought himfelf obliged, by this con- 
fefllon, to pronounce the marriage null and inva- 
lid; and Henry in the tranfports of his malignant 
profjcutior), did not fee, that if her marriage had 
been invalid from the begtiming, the fentence for 
adultery muft have been invalid alfo. 

She, who had been once the envied obje£^ of 
rc} al favour, was now going to give a melancho- 
Jy i..ftance of the c?.pricioufnefs of fortune; upon 
\ <r returnirg toprifo'n, (he once more fent protef- 
t tu ns of hti innocence to the king. ** You have 

; d i: c," faid flie, *' from privacy to m;.ke mc a 
Lu) ; from a lady you made me a countefs; from 
a countefs, a queen; and from a queen I ihali 
inortiy become a faint in heaven." On the morn- 
ing of her execution, flie fent for Kingftonc, the 
ke( per of the Tower, to whom^ upon entering 
the prifon, fhe faid, " Mr. Kingftone, 1 hear I 
'^m not to die till noon, and I am forry for it; for 
1 thought to be dead before this time, and free 
f;om a life of pain." The keeper attempting 
to comfort her, by afiuring her the pain would be 
very Utile, fhe rephed, '* I have heard the exe- 
cutioner is very, expert; and (clafping. her neck 
with her hands,* laughing,) I have but a little 
ncclc." I When brought to the fcafFold, from a 
conjideration of her child Elizabeth's welfare, flie 
would not inflame the minds of the fpedlatqrs a- 
gainft her profecutor«5, but contented herfelf with 
lijy ng, ** that fhe was come to die as (he was 
Iciitenced by the law." She would accufe none, 

nor 
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nor fajr any thing of ilie gropnd upon which (he 
was judged ; (be prayed heartily for the king, and 
called him ^* a mod merciful and gentle prince; . 
^that had always been to her a good and generous 
fovereign ; and that if any one flioald think proper 
to canvafs her caufe, (he defired him to judge the 
beft." She was beheaded by the executioner of 
Calais, who was brought over as much more expert 
than any in En^and. Her body was negligently 
thrown into a common cheft of elm-tree, made to 
hold arrows, and was buried in the Tower* Anne 
Boleyn feemed to be guilty of no other crime, than 
that of having furvived the king's afiedions ; and 
although many crowned heads were already put to 
death in England, (he was the iirft that underwent • 
all die forms of law, and was beheaded on a . 
fcaffbld.. 

The people^ in general, beheld her fate with 
[Mty i but ftill more, when they difcovered tbecaufe 
of the tyrant's impatience to deftroy her ; for the 
very next day after her execution, he married the 
lady Jane Seymouf, his cruel heart being no way 
foftehed by the wretched fate of one that had been 
fo lately the ob^efi of his warmeft, affedlions. He 
aUb ordered his parliament, to give him a divorce 
between her fentence and execution ; and thus he 
endeavoured to baftajrdize Elizabeth, the onlj child 
be bad by her, as he had in the fame manner 
formerly baftardized Mary, his only child by queen . 
Catharine* . , 

lLi&e?ify.to imagine .that fuch various innova- 
tipn$, ^and capricious cruelties, w^re not felt by 
the people without indignation; but their mur- 
miirs were fruitlefs, and their complaints difregard- 
^fl, . Henty now made him&lf umpire between 
thdfe pf the ancient fuperftition, and thp modern 
|:^Qrniation^ both looked up to him for afliftance, 
M 5 aiid. 
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and at mutual eiun&^'Wttfti ciiahiOtb<n\ ho took the 

advantageoi^alK Befides^ bo ha^aUi the power A»l> 

men of the natioo on his ftde, by- the manjn grants. 

he had made them of the Unds. and goods-of! which 

he had defpoiled the monafteries. It was e^fy for 

him, therefore^ to i^uell the various infurredions; 

which his prefent arbitrar};^^ conduA produced, as 

they Mrere neither, headed by any powe^) n»ai^ not 

conducted with' any kind: of foreiight, but n^rdy 

the tumultnary efforts of anguifc and def|>air<. The 

frrft rifing was in Liacobilhire, hdadtd' by dio^r 

Mackrel, prior of Barlings; and though this tomul-. 

tuary army amounted to twenty thoulWid meny up*. 

on a proclamation being made, ^with affurapoes of 

pardon, the populace difperfed^- aHdrMaoicrel^ wiih 

fome more of the leaders, faUIng into the kingt's- 

hands, were put todeath* Another rifing followed: 

- foon after, in. the No. th, amc(tijit^ng- to.abQvo forty 

thoufand' men^ who Were pr^eoeded by prieAs^ 

carrying, the enfigns of their fonflion before the^ 

army; and: all fe^me4 chiefly in fpi red' with an en-> 

mity againft Cromwell, whom they> Gonfideredv a» 

the in^gator of the king's feveirities;' But tbefo 

alfo were foon difperfbdupon findio:g their proW-- 

fions grown fltort,; < aft«r having in vain endta-^ 

voured to attack; the duke of Norfolk's army, 

which was fent againA them^ ainiirom^ w^ieh they 

were feparated by a rivulet that Was iWolil by 

heavy rains« A new infurred^ion br<»ke out (hortiy 

after, headed by Mufgrave and Tilby$ hut the 

infurgents^ were difperfed and.put to mghl by the 

duke of Norfolk. Befidds, ^ne Aike, a -gentle* 

man of that part^ of the. country, who led: the 

firft infurre6lion, lordiDarcy, Siir ftdberr Coafta** 

ble, Sir John iiulmer. Sir Thomas Percy, Sir 

Stephen Mamihou, Nicholas Tempeft, and Wil- 

ij^m 
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Kanai Lumicy, Were tHrowa into prifon^ condeflrrtn- 
e4 and executed. Henrjr, emaged by multiplied 
Fcvofest was refolred to put no boands to his fe« 
verities ;^ and the birth of z priiKe, afterwards 
Edward the iixth, and the death of the q.ueen^ 
who famved this jo^fvl occafion bat two- da) 9^ 
made birt a CmaU paofd in. thcr fiei^os (ivcrity wi&h 
which thofe were treated who were found to oppofe 
hh will* ' . 

Im the midft of theia commdtlons, th<i fires 
of Smithfield were feen to blaze with, ^ri 
unufiial fcrcenefe. Thofe who adher-'^^^* ^^• 
ed tathe pope, or thofe who follow- '537* 
*ed the docktncs of l>Qther^' were equally tl.e 
obje£b. of coyal vengeance, ahd ecclefiaftioil 
perfecution:. From the multiplied alterations which 
were made in the national fyftcm's of belief, mofl- 
ly drawil up by Henfy h.irnfdfy few knew what 
tothinky or what; tor ptofe^. , They, were ready 
enoLL^hy indeed, to foUoW his doiS^j^nes^ kow i^i* 
cunfiilent: or contradictory foevei^^ ^^^ ^s he- was 
icoattpuaUy chaiYging them hi^nfeify they could 
hartlly purfuefo feft as he advanced' before them. 
Thomas* Cromwdl, raifed by the: king's caprice, 
from being a Wackfiniih^s fon^ to be a royal fa- 
vouritey for tyrants ever raife their favourites from 
the' lowfeflr of the people, together" with- Cr^nmer, 
ratw become archbii&op df Canterbury, were both 
feen^ta fevomr the pefomiation with ail thei-r eti'*- 
dfavours. On the other hand,. Gardiner bi/hop 
ofWinchefter, together with the duke of Nor- 
folk^ werb for leading the king back to liis origi- 
nal fu4»er.ilition< la (xSty Henry fubmitred to nei. 
ther; his pride had long been fo inftaoied by flat- 
tery^, that, he thought l^iUfelf entitled to regulatf^, 
by his own fingle; opmianv the religious iatch oi 
the whole: nations 

In 
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In this univerfal terror and degeneracy of man- 
kind, during which the fe verities of one man alone 
was fufEcient to keep millions in awe, there feem- 
ed to be a poor fchool-mafter in London, who 
boldly flood up for the rights of humanity, and 
ventured to think for himfelf. This man's name 
was John Lambert, who hearing dodor Taylor 
preach upon the real prefence in the facrament, 
prefented him with his reafons for contradiding 
that dodrine. The paper was carried to Cranmer 
and Latimer, who were then of the opinion of 
Luther on that head, and endeavoured to bring 
him over to their opinions* But Lambert re- 
mained Aeady in his belief; and they were mor- 
tified when, inftead uf recanting, he appealed to 
the king himfelf. This was a challenge that 
plea fed Henry's vanity, and willing at once to 
exert his fupremacy and difplay his learning, 
he accepted the appeal ; and a public notice was 
given of bis intended difputatton. For this pur- 
pofc, fcafFolds were ere^ed in Weftminfter Halt 
for the accommodation of the audience ; and 
Henry appeared on his throne, accompanied with 
ail the eniigns of majefty. The prelates were 
placed on his right hand, the temporal peers on 
his left. The judges, and moft eminent lawyers, 
had a place affigned them behind the bifliops ; 
the courtiers of the greateft diftinftion, behind the 
peers. Poor Lambert was produced in the midft 
of this fplendid afTembly, with not one creature to 
defend or fupport him. The bifhop of chefter 
opened the conference by declaring, that the kingj 
nocwith((anding any flight alterations he had made 
in the rites of the church, was yet determined to 
maintain the purity o/ the catholic faith ; and to 
putolh, with the utmoft feverity, all departure 
h.m it. After this preamble, fufficient to terrify 

the 
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the boldeft difputant, the king afked Lambert, 
with a ftern countenance, what his opinion was 
of tranfubftantiation. When Lambert began his ora- 
tion with a compliment to his majefty, Henry re- 
jeAed his praife with difdain and indignation. Re 
afterwards entered upon the difcuffion of that ab- 
ftrufe queftion ; and endeavoured to prefs Lam- 
bert with fome arguments, drawn from the fcrip- 
tures and the fchodmen. At every word the au- 
dience were ready to fecond him with dieir ap- 
plaufe and admiration. Lambert, however, no 
way drfcouraged, was not flow to reply ; but here 
Cranmer ftept in and feconded the king's proofs 
by fome new topics* Gardiner entered the lifts 
in fu{^rt of Cranmer ) Tonftal took up the ar- 
gument after Gardiner ; Stokefley brought frefh 
aid to Tonftal. Six bifliopsmore appeared fuccef- 
fively in the field againft the poor folitary difputa- 
tor, who, for five hours, long attempted to vin- 
dicate hisdodrines, till at laft fatigued, confound- 
ed, brow- beaten, and abaflied, he was reduced 
to filence. The king then returning to the charge, 
demanded if he was convinced; and whether he 
cbofe to gain life by recantation, or to die for his 
obftinacy; Lambert, no way intimidated, replied, 
that he caft himfelf wholly on his majefty's 
clemency; to which Henry replied, •' that he 
would never protect an heretic ; and, therefore, 
if that was his final anfwer, he ipuft expcft to 
be committed to the flames." Lambert, no way 
terrified, heard* Cromwell read the fentence, by 
which he was commanded to be burnt alive^ 
with the utmoft compofure ; and as if his perfe- 
cutors were refolved to try his fortitude, the cx- 
. ecutioners were ordered to make his puniftiment 
as painful as they could. He was, therefore, 
burned at a flow fire, his legs and thighs being 
firftconfumedj and when there appeared no end 

of 
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o£ his tortures,, fome qf tbe ^uardss more: mercif* 
ful thaathe reft^ lifted hioi on Iteir faaiberts ; and. 
while he yet qoalipued ta cfy out, '* None but 
Ctirift ! None but Chrift l'*^ he was wholly coii)» 
fumed by the furrounding firel 

This poof majo/s dcaih feemcrf to^beonlj^ afi^nai 
fpctl^t o(. many looce. Adfi*la(Uoii had wbifpqced: 
the kmg^ wU'h ftioh an opiakka of Us^ owtn? abiiity^^ 
that hff iXiow refolved to puiuih rtgoroitfiy alk thsStr 
who ihouldj priefmne tOr differ from him. im peifit 
qt, opioioui without making any d(fti.n£lioa be^^ 
tween Catholic or Ljuthiecan. Soon a&cr, no Icfr 
than fiv^ hundrcKl perfon» wore ioaptifoaed for 
contraditliag the opitiioos^deUvered m the Moody 
ftatute;. and rtcl;iy^^ profis&mK dnly from Am 
lenity of Crcinvwelk For foroe time^ alfo, jdoc*^ 
tqr Barnes^, who had: becA iisftcumfiatfil iH Laib^ 
bert's execution, felt, iit his'tura^ th&iewctty^ 
the perfecutii^ fpirit ; and b^ a bUI; in p^Kament 
without ;(«y triaU. wad coiKlemaedi tQ the fiatBes^ 
dilcuiUng t)\9ological'qu0ftio&3 at the very ftal^e^ 
With B^f ne^s wQpe: executed oot Gerranl^ ancb 
Jerooie,; f^r the faoieekp^meKfiS^ Thr«e CathtiiicSy 
alfo„ whofe namps were Abel, Fethefflone, sod 
Powel,. were draggjed upon the &me bucdles teh 
executioQ ». and declared,, that -the mbft grievous . 
paf t of their puni&menrv was. the being coupled 
with fuch heretical mlfcreanis as weire united in Am 
fame calamity. 

During theii? horrid traafa^bioos,, Henry. wasTe«- 
folved tM cake another queen,, and after fome 
negotiation upon the coLntineot, he eontra^led a 
marriage with Anne of Clevis, his aim being by 
her meanS;to fortify bis alliances, with the princes 
of Ge^fn^ay. Nor was he led iuiro thiis. matci^ 
without a m.Qft.icrupulQUH examiaatioa on his fide 
of t)^<? la<ly,> : pefpoeal iacc^tnpli&niients. He was 
affured biy his;fti^vc>y chat»flle.w«S:of a^very large 

perfon, 
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pedbn-, which, was ibe* more pleafiag to* him^ a& 
he wrats at that time himfelf beceine verv c^pu-* 
lent^ 2Lfid coQ&qtteiBtly required a (imiiar fi<gii>pe 
in a wi(e. tie was ftiU further allured by her 
psAure,, iir. which Holbein^ who drew it, was> it 
feems, more a friend to art than to- truth ; for 
he greariy fiattsredher. The ki^g, therefore, upon 
hsrSanibig wentprivattly to m«et berat Rochefter, 
where he was.vcry imich damped in* his amorous aiv 
dour; He found her big indeed^ and ttiU B9 he could- 
wifli4 but utterly devoid of grace and beauty J (he 
could alfefpeak but one language, her natlTeGer- 
naair.;. (bthat her conver&tion aould liever reeom* 
peiife the dBfiedU. of h^r perfon. Nfc fww« Ihc wa» 
a gr^^at Flanders mare ; and add^4 that he cbuM'ne** 
Met iet^his 2^3ion&upon her« How^vei^ if^nfiMe 
thathewoi^gre^itfy difoblige herbixxherthedtilte^- 
and cpnTequentlyall the Gecman princes in his alliu' 
ance, herdolycd* to marry fieri and' he- told Crom^- 
well, wbo^ was chiefly inftrumental in this affair, 
that fiiKie he, had gone fo far:, lie would put his- 
neck into the yoke, whatever it €6(1 him*. Thcr 
marriage^ wa^ accordingly celebrated; but the- 
king's: di^{l^ was only encreafed by it; he rold 
CrooiweU th« next morning, that he hated her 
more: than ever ; and even fufpetSed her not to be 
a true maid^ a ctrcumftance in which he thought 
kimfelf extremely fkllfuj, Cromwell faw the dan- 

gir be incurred by having been inftrumental in 
rming this union ; but he endeavoured by his 
affiduity, and humble adulation, to keep the king 
from coming to^extremities with him. 

But he ibottld have known that a tyrant once 
offended is implacable. Henry's averfion to the 
queen fecrctly encreafed every day; and he at 
length refolved to get rid of her, and his prime 
^ ^ . '. . w minid'er 
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minifter together. The fall of this favourite was 
long and ardently wilhed for by a great part of the 
nation. The nobility bated a man, who, from 
fuch mean beginnings, was placed before the firft 
perfons in the kingdom ; for befldes being made 
vicar-general, which gave hini almoft abfolute 
authority over the clergy, he wa% lord privy- feal, 
lord chamberlain, and matter of the wards. He 
had alfo obtained the order of the garter, a digoi^ 
ty which had hitherto only been conferred on the 
moft illuftrious families ; and to carry his exalta-^ 
tion ftill higher, he had been made earl of EfTex. 
The proteftants difliked him for his concurrence 
with the king's will in their perfecution ; and the 
papifts. detefted hiih, as the inveterate enemy^ of 
their religion. It only remained^ therefore^ with 
the king to haften or retard the puniihment.of a. 
fn^n, who had fcarce a partisan in the nation, exv- 
cept himfelf. But he had a ftrong caufe of dif- 
Ijke to him for his late unpropitious alliance ; and 
anew motive was foon added for encreafing his 
difpleafure. .^e had fixed his aSeciion on Catha- 
rine Howard, niece to the duke of Norfolk; 4nd 
the only mechod of gratifyi^ng this new paffion was, 
as in former cafes, dlfcardin^ the prefent queen 
to make room for a new one. The duke of Nor« 
folk had long been Cromwell's mmtfd enemtv, and 
eagerly embraced this opportunity to deftroy a 
man he confidered as his fival. He therefore made 
ufe of all his niece's arcs to ruin the favourite ; and 
when his projedl was ripe for exeqution, heobtaincd 
a commiffion from the king to arreft Cromwell for 
high treafon.Hlsd.fgrace was nofoonerknQwn,than 
all his friends for fopic^ him, except Crat)mer, who 
wrote fuch a letter to Ht nry In hi§ behalf, '4S no other 
man in the kingdom would have prefumed.to offers 
However, he was accufed in parliament of herefy and 

treafon ; 
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treafbn ; and without being ever heard in his own 
defence, condemned to fuffer the pains of death, . 
as the king ihould think proper to dire<^* Crom* 
well's fortitude feen^ed to forfake him in this 
dreadful exigency. He wrote to the king for par- 
don ; faid, that the frail flefh incited him conti- 
nually to appiv to his grace for mercy, and Tub- 
fcribed his epiftie with a heavy heart, and a trem- 
bling hand, " from the king's mbft miferable pri- 
foner, and poor flave at the Tower, 1 homasi 
Cromwell, Mercy, mercy, mercy." 

Cromweirs letter touched the hard heart of 
the monarch ; he ordered it to be read to him 
three times ; and then, as if willing to gain a vic- 
tory over all his fofter feelings, he figned the war- 
rant for beheading him upon Tower-Hill. When 
he was brought to the fcaffbld, his regard for his 
fon hindered him from expatiating upon his own 
innocence ; he thanked God for bringing him to 
that death for his tranfgreiiions, cor^fefied he had 
often been fed uced,^ but that he now died in the 
catholic faith. It was thus that Henry, not fa- 
tisfied with the death ofthofe whom he chofe to 
punifh, reprefled their complaints alfo ; and terri- 
fied the unhappy fufferers from the laft confolation 
of the wretched, the fatisfadtion of upbraiding 
their perfecutors. In this manner, the unhappy 
fufFerer having fpent feme time in his private de- 
votions, fubmitted bis neck to the executioner, 
who mangled him in a moft terrible manner. .A 
few days after his death, a number of people were- 
executed together upon very different accufations ; 
fome for having denied the king's fupremacy, and 
others for having maintained the doctrines of Lu- 
ther. 

About a month after the death of Cromwell, 
the king declared his marriage with Catharine 
Howard, whom he bad fome time before privately 

efpoufed. 
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eCpoaCpi. Xbi9. was regtrJodjaa 7^vcrfihwiu»* 
UeitRCJdtJit by the cathc^ p«ct]firr. and thetfiibfer 
queat events for a. WibHe^tufiied; oafi t^tlwif. «iib«. 
The lQing.'s eoQttciUbelog dM>iiK entity d»rs^d hf 
NoffoUq afld Qsnddbaer, a furH>us pefffeetstion cqh»^ 
mencftd agaioft the ptoteftanfes; and: the la.woC 
thefix articles was. e:cQCuted with.rigQucKfo ihala^ 
fotet^ery vho^. was tbe& rediiiRg m Ediigtaad^ hadl 
r^fon t0 %, that thoTd who. were agarnit^ tfafi 
pepe w^re burnec), and ihofe whot were for him 
were hanged. The king, wltft aa oftfentatrou^ 
knpartialitjT^ reduced both parties to an equal fliare 
of- furbordination, 2nd infu&d tcurror rato everji 
hreaft. 

Bat the meafure of kis: feverkies n^ass* not ]rct 
filled up. H^ had thought hiinfelf very, haptpy im 
bis new marriage. He was To? captivated wkh the 
queen's accompliftiments, thathe gave puUrc thanks^ 
for his felicity, and defired his confe/1'or to jca& 
^ with him ia the fame thankfgiving. This joy, haw*, 
ever, was of a very fhor t d aration . While the kin y 
was at York^ upon an intended conference with 
the king of Scotland, a roan, of the naoie of Laf* 
felsf had waited upon Cranmer at Lc^odon ; and 
from the information of thtSc nrnn^s dfter, who had 
been ferva«it to tho duchefs dowager of Norfolk^ 
he gave a very furprizing account of the queen's 
incontinence. He averred that (be led a very 
l^wd life before her n>af rtage,. and had carried on 
a.fcandalous cofrrefpondence with two men, called 
Derhatzi and Mannock . and that.Ae continued to. 
indulge herfelf in the fame critntnal pleafures (tnce 
(he had been raifed to her preient greatneffr. Cran- 
mer was equally furprtzed and embarrafled at this 
intelligence, which he communicated to th^chan« 
qellor, and feme mother menibecs of the privy- 
Cfiuncil,. who asdvifed hinpi to? make the kin^ ac* 

quainted 
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^U^jfliitod yHfbi Hux whole affiur M> Ms r^urn td 
tf9n4an«. ; ThcvatrehbilQiopi knew die hia^^krdi &tf 
taz^' by iateHnieckUd'jig iirftusl^ delicate pomts*; but he 
zlfo k^evv! che dantgors he incurred by fuppreffing 
liris infCHTination. H^ therefore reTolVed to conr- 
HMiiicale What be bad* heard in writing, in the 
forp^ofanKemorial; and this he ihortly after de- 
liiM&redy imo the: king's: own! hand^ d^rifig hfeitl.ii^ 
jefty. toreac^ it in» privata Henry at firfr difbei- 
iieved, or pretended tOt difbelievey the report i he 
Ordered the kee^ser of the. privy^feat to exanf rtie 
hvkfftlsy, who perMed in hi& former narrative ; 
a^d even p;*oduced his fifter to confirm bis account. 
Upon tbis» Derhaotand Mannock were arreftej) 
lyad they qukUy cojifefled therr own* guilt, 2tnd 
tbe queefiffiinicQiitificncy. They Went Killr farrier, 
by linapqaehing'the old lady Rochford, #ho had 
fotf^tly been ib inftrutiien-^al in procuring the 
i^eathi of Anne Boleyn. IheyaHegcrf tHat thii 
\ady had iotroducsd oiie Culpepper into ihequee»>'s 
bedi^hamberv who. ftayed .with* her from: eleven 
|K';<iig}itttlJl four ia the tijoBrung. WtVen the' queen 
9K^ fisftexaiiitiiiMd iela«*ivel oo hor^iiifne, &e de^ 
iMpii t^ei charge. ; *but :afterwanf^ fiiVdiffg that her 
^Cl:toplicesiweieh£tr. aixulef^, die eonfeifed her 
tncantimdnee befpreiitnann'iagje'^ bat den^^ her hav-* 
iilg diibiQooured tAe kiiigr's. bed finee (hdr -uafOA* 
B^ three;ma9ds of honour,, who Were^ admitted to 
h^r .(besets^ ftill fuxuher Mege4 her guflt ; and 
(ftmis of them confefiod having paft the Aigbt in 
ihle fame, bedrwiih.'ber. and hei( lov«r»v The kf fig 
ivas {osJStcBssd atthis diice^ery that l^e burft into 
a.fiood of toara^ andbittarliy.lafiieiiMd hi^ mi^or-^ 
tone* Derhaai) Maaaeck^ and Culpepper, wafFe 
ei9niiri(3ed sad executed > buc he was reft>lved to 
thjiwiwthff.odiDni of the <)iietnfd death up6n.t^< 
paritaotestt^ who had alw^ <hew» themselves thpe 
rewiyttinifters of all his feveritiesi Thefe fervile 

creatures. 
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crea^tures,^ upcMi being informed of the queen* « 
crime and confeffion, found her quickly gMtlty* 
and petitioned the king that ihe might be punifhed 
with death i that the fame penalty might be in- 
Aided on the lady Rochford, the accomplice of 
her debaucheries ; and thathcr grand -mother, tht 
du^hefs dowager of Norfolk, together with her 
father, mother, and nine others, men and women^ 
who had been privy to the queen'e irregularis 
licf, (hould p4rticipate an her puniflimcnt. With 
this paition the king was moft gracibufly plcafcd 
to agree 5 they were condemed to death by an aft 
of attainder*, which at the fame time,, made it 
capital for all perfons to conceal their knowledge of 
the debaucheries of any future queen, it 'was alfo 
enacted,, that i[ the king married any wpmaii 
who had been incontinent, taking her for a true 
maid^ (he (liould beguiltyof treafon, in caf€ fhe 
^id. not previoufly reveal her guilt. The people 
made merry with this abfurd and brutal ftatufe } 
and it was faid, that the king muft henceforth look 
put for a widow. After ail thefe laws were paflfed^ 
in which the moft wonderful circumftance ts^ that 
libody of men could ever be induced to give- their 
confent, the queen was beheaded on Tower^Hillf 
together with the lady Rochford, who found no 
great degree of compaiEon, as (he had herfelf be« 
fore tampered in blood. The queen was more 
pitied, as (he owned that (he had led a di(rolute 
life before marriage i but denied in herlaft mo- 
ments, and with the utmoft folemnity, that (he 
had eyei: been untrue fmce her marriage with the 
king. , The public exclaimed fo loudly againft the 
feverity of the ad, which brought in fo many aC' 
complices of her guilt, that the king did not think 
proper to execute fentence upon them, though 
fome of them, were long detained in confinement, 
. . Henry, 
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Henry, having thus, by various a6H of tyranny, 
fliewn that he was abandoned to all ideas of juftice, 
morals, or humanity, at laft took it into his head 
to compofe a book of religion, which was to be the 
code by which his fubje£ts (hould for the future re- 
g^ulateall their belief and anions. Having pro* 
cured an z&. of parliament for this purpofe, in 
which all fpiritual fupremacy was de« « r\ 
clared to be veiled in him, he publifhed * * 
a fmall volume foon after, called the In- ^S4i» 
flittitionof a Chriftian Man, which was received 
by the CQxnrocation, and voted to be the infallible 
ftandard of orthodoxy. All the abftrufe points of 
juftification, faith, free will, good works, and 
grace, are there defined with a leaning towards 
the. qpihion of the reformers ; while the facra- 
mentSy ' which a few years before were only allow- 
ed to be three, are there increafed^to their origi- 
nal number of feven, conformable to the fenti- 
ments of the catholics^ But the king was not long 
fatisfied with this code of t>e1ief'; for he foon after 
procuced anew book to be compofed, called, The 
Erudition of a Chrtftian Man, which he publifhed 
upon bis own authority 5 and though this new 
creed differed a good deal from the former, yet he 
was no'lefs pofitive in requiring aflent to this, 
than he had been to the former. In both thefc 
books he wast very explicit in enforcing the doc- 
trine of paflive obedience ; fo that his inftitu^ions 
were not likely to weaken what he fo powerfully 
enfo ced by his fcverities. 

But his authority in religion was not more un- 
controuled than in temporal concerns. An alder-* 
mah^ one Reed, who had refufed to afiift him 
with a benevolence, was preffed as a private cen- 
tinel, and fent to ferve In an army which was 
levied againft an incCirfion of the Scotch. In this 

manner. 
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majanei;, ^ wbo^^sp^p^f^d his ^iiUl wciaKdi|im pitef- 
ki or mprifoned, h^igpy ifih^y dcaped. vitkh fyek 
flight ^uniflunents. His pfirlitment onuieahW', 
b^y^nrbich thektcijg's pFoclftoi^tfonswcreto^l^&retbe 
fame force as ,fiatutesj and to facilitate, the ccKcctr* 
tion.of jthisad^ by which all .{b^dom'cf ]fbe\fltj 
was totally .remove(i, they appointed that any niite 
of the privy-couocil iliould fqrm .a Iqgar court for 
punifbing all difobeddencc;. to aU * prodainations. 
Thus the icii^g was eQ)pow^red to ifiuea {Mooclania- 
tlon to defiroy the lives, or take away t^ proper- 
ties^ of aay of bis ijubj^^S)^ ; . and the on}y> redrefs 
WAS to. himfelf kn cowBcil. 

In about a year after .the>^eatb of the laft queefn, 
\ j^ Henry 9^c6mpre|;Cbangeil his condition, 
• by maj;rying.hi?.fi;tth.and laft-mvifCj Ga- 
'543' tharine Parr, who acoofdiagtO'the ridi- 
culous fuggeAions of the- people^, w^sy .in {aA^^i 
widow. She was the wife of the late Lord Lati- 
c:ier ; and wasconlide^d as a. woman of jdrfcretfon 
and virtue. She was already SpafKd the meridian 
of life^ and managed this capriclofis tyrant's, tern* 
per with prudence and fuqcefs. . HisNaariable days 
had long been over ; he was almoft choaked .with 
fat, and had contra<5led a morofe air, very far 
frojai mfpirjng afFe<aion. Neveirthdefs, this wo- 
man, facrificing her appetites to her ambition, fo 
far rprevailed in gaining his confidence^ that (he 
was appointed regent of the Icingdom during his 
abfence in France, whither be pafied over .at the 
head of thirty thoufand me«i,. to ppofectite a war 
which haj been declared between .him and the 
French king. He .therefore behaved, as . in abl his 
for n)'er undertakings, with ineffectual oflentation. 
Inftead of marching into the heart -of the; coun-^ 
try, he fajt * down .before Boulogne^ which, inus 
obliged to ^apitjulatc; ; and his ally, the emperor, 
making , a feparate peace, Henry was obliged to 

return 
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iMStom wkh bis army into England, wfaor^ lit 
found bis fubjeds Feady' to offer hnn tlieir -ao*- 
cufiomed adulation, and to praife bim^or an en- 
. tcrprife in which, at an infinite cbarge he bad 
made an acquifition that was of no manner of be*^ 
nefit. '^ 

But t>f all his CahjeAs none Teemed anore abaQ^ 
dioned and bafely lervile ^an the parliameivt) 
which it might h^ve been reafonably fuppofed 
would rather be the protectors of the people, than 
the flaves &f the crown. Upon his return fpom 
his expenfive French expedmon, after profeffions 
bf the greatefl fubmiffion, and profound acknow- 
ledgment, they granted Mm a (bbffdy equal :to 
his demands, and added to it a gift, which will 
make their memol-y odious to the mofld^ii^ant p&f- 
Jerijty, By one vote they befiowed upon him all 
the revenues of ihe two univerfities, as well as of 
A>me other iplaces of education and public worship. 
-But rapacious as this monarch wa$, -he refrained 
from jdefpoiliog t^ete. venerable feminaries af their 
ancient endowmcrus; however they owed iheir 
fafety to'bis lenity, and not to the protection -of 
this bafe and degenerate parliament. .:Nor was he 
kfs jufl upon another occafi on with regard 40 the 
iuggeftions of his council, who had iang conceived ' 
' an hatred againft Cranmer, and laboured to def- 
troy him. Thisjuft and moderate fiian had all 
along owed his fajfety to his integrity ; and. Incom- 
ing intrigue himfelf, was iherefore the lefs Uable 
to be circumvented by the intrigues of others. 
The catholic party had long reprefented to the* 
king, that Cranmer v/as the fecret caufe of mx)it cf 
the divifions which tore the nation, as his example 
and fupport were the chief props of herefy^ 
Henry, feeing the ppint to which they tended, and 
defii ous of'-knowing how far they would Carry their 
intrigues, feigned a compliance wish their wiflies> 

and 
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aod ordered the council to make enc^uiry into thi 
primate's condud and crimes. All the world 
therefore concluded that bis difgrace was certaii^i 
and his death inevitable. His old friends who, 
Srom mercenary motives, had been attached to 
him, now began to tiieat him with mortifying 
neglefl ; he was obliged to ftand feveral hours 
among the fervants at the door of the council- 
chamber before they deigned to admit him ; and 
he made his appearance among them only to be 
informed that they had determined to fend him 
to the Tower. ButCranmer was not to ,be inti- 
midated by their menaces ; he appealed to the 
king ; and when that was denied him, he produ- 
ced a ring, which Henry had given him to make 
tife of upon that emergency* The council was 
confounded ; and ftill more (by when, in the pre* 
fence of the king, they found themfelves fevcrely 
reproved, and Cranmer taken into more than 
former favour. Henry obliged them all to embrace 
as a fign of their reconciliation; and Cranmer, 
from his gentle nature, rendered this reconciliati« 
on more fincere on his part than is ufual in fucb 
forced compliances. 

Still, however, the king's feverity to the reft 
of his fubjeAs continued s^s fierce as ever. For 
fome time he had been incommoded by an ulcer 
in his leg; the pain of which, added to his corpu- 
lence, and other infirmities, eij^^afed his natu- 
ral irafcibi 11 ty to fuch a degree, thatfcarce any, 
of even his domeilics, approached him without 
terror. It was not to be expected, therefore, that 
any who differed from him in opinion, fhould, 
at this time particularly, hope for pardon. A- 
mong the many whofe unmerited fufFerings ex- 
cite our pity and indignation, the fate of Anne 
Afkew deferves to be particularly remembered. 
1 his lady was a woman of merit as well as beauty, 

and 
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and CQanefllcd with many of the principal la«fic$ 
at couxt. It is fai<l that ihc k«pt up a fccrct cor- 
refponcJeace with the queen h€i lei f, who fccrctly 
favoured the tcforniation ; and this correfpondcncc 
aoJy (erved to haften this poor woman's ruin, the 
€han££llor being known to be her enemy. How- 
ever this be,; flie happened to difFer from the cfta- 
Uifliedi code of belief « particularly in the article of 
the real prefence ; and, notwithftandfngthe weak- 
Jiefs. of her fex and age, flie Was thrown into prifon, 
and aceu&d of herefy. In this fuuation, with cou- 
rage far beyond what might be expeded, (he em- 
ployed her time in compofwig prayers and difcourfes, 
and vindicating the truth of her opinions. The 
chancellor, who was much attached to the catholic 
party, was fent to examine her with regard to her 
abettors at court ; but ihc ma ntaiiud the utmoft 
fecrely, and would accufe none. In confequence of 
this contum-icy, as it ivas called, the p^or young 
lady was put to ihe torture ; but (he ftili continued 
refolat^ and her fiknce teftified her contempt of 
their petty cmelties. The chanc Uor, therefore, 
became outrageous, and ordered the lieutenant of 
the Tower, who executed this puniihment, to 
ftretch the rack ftill harder ; which he refuimg to 
do, and, though menaced, Itill perilling in aretufal) 
the chancellor himfelf, intoxicated with a religious 
zeal, grafped the cords himielf, and drew it fo vio- 
lently, that the woman's body was almoft torn 
afunder. But her conftancy was greater than the 
barbarity of her periecutors j fo.thiit find, ng no 
other method to fubclue her, flie was condemned 
to be burnt alive^ .She received this (cntence 
with a trai\iport of joy, and as a rekafe from a 
ftat4^ of the gjeaieil pain to the gieatefV felicity, 
A& all her joints had been diilocated by the rack, 
{q that (he could not (land, (he wascarrio^ to the 
Vqj« II. N place 
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place of execution in a chair. Together with her, 
were brought Nicholas Belenian a pricft, John 
Laflals of the king's hou&old, and John Adams a 
tay]or> who had all been condemned for the fame 
crime. They were tied to the ftake ; and in that 
dreadful fituation informed, that upon recanting 
they fliould be granted their lives. But they re- 
fuftd a life that was to be gained by fuch profiitti- 
tion } and they faw with tranquillity, the execu- 
tioner kindle the flames which confumed them. 

From this indifctiminate feveri^ the queen was 
not herfelf entirely fecuie. She had for fometime 
attended the king in his indifpofition, and endea- 
voured to fboth him by her arts and af&duity. His 
favourite topic of converfation was theology, and 
Cathaiine, who was tin6lured with the fpirit of the 
time, would now and then enter into a debate 
with him, upon many fpeculative tenets, that were 
then in agitation between the Catholics and Lu- 
therans. Henry, highly provoked that (he fbouid 
prefume to differ from him, made complaints of 
her obiiinacy to Gardiner, who gladly laid hold of 
the opportunity to enflame the quarrel. ' Even 
articles of impeachment were drawn up againft 
her, which were brought to the king by the chan* 
-cellor to be figned ; but in returning home, he 
happened to drop the paper. It was very lucky 
fc;r the queen, that the perfon who found it was 
in her interefts ; it was immediately carried to her, 
and the contents foon made her fenfible of the 
danger to which fhe was expofed. In this exi- 
gence, (be was refolvcd to work upon the king ; 
and paying him her euftomary vifit, he led her, 
as uiual, to the fubjeit of theology, which at firft 
llie feemed to decline, but in which (he afterwards 
engaged, as if merely to gratify his inclinati- 
ons. In the courfe of her converfation, how- 
ever, (he gave him to know* that her whole aim 

in 
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in talking, was to receive his inftru£tionS| and not 
to controvert them ; that it was not for her tofet 
her opinions in oppofition to thofe that ferved to 
dire£): the nation ; but fhe alleged, (he could not 
help trying every art that could induce the king td 
exert that eloquence which ferved^ for the time to 
mitigate his bodily pain. Henry feemed charmed 
at this difcovery ; " And is it fo, fweet-heart, 
cried he, then we are perfeA friends again/' Juft 
after this reconciliation, the chancellor made his 
appearance, with a party of forty purfuivants at 
his iieels, prepared to take the queen into cuftody* 
But the king advanced to meet him ; and feemed 
toexpoftulate with him in thefevereft terms. Th^ 
queen could oveihear the terms, knave, fool, and 
beaft, which he very liberally beftowed upon that 
magiftrate ; and his being ordered to depart. When 
he was gone, (he interpofed in his defence ; but 
the king could not help faying, '* Poor foul, yoa 
know not how little entitled this man is to your 
good offices." From thenceforth the queen was 
careful not to offend Henry's humour by contra-o 
didlion ; fhe was contented to fufFer the divines to 
difpute, and the executioner to dellroy. The fires 
accordingly were kindled againft the heretics of 
both fides as ufual, during which dreadful exhibi- 
tions, the king would frequently aflemble the 
houfes of parliament, and harangue therfi with fio* 
rid orations, iii which he would aver, that never 
prince had a greater afFe6lion for his people; nor 
ever people had a greater afFe<5Hon for their king, la 
every paufeofthe(e extraordinary orations, fomeof 
his creatures, near his perfon, would begin to ap- 
plaud ; and this was followed by loud acclamati- 
ons from all the reft of the audience. 

N 2 But 
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Hut though his health was declining apace^ yet 
his implacable cruelties were notthelei^ frequent* 
Hkrefentments were difFufed indifcfiminatelj to 
all ; at one time a proteftant^ and at another a^ 
catholic, were the objedls of his fevcrity. Th? 
duice of Norfolk and his fon, the earl of Surry, were 
thelaft that felt the injuilicc of the tyrant's ground- 
lefs fufpicions. The duke.was a nobleman who. had 
fcrved.the king with talents and fidelity ; his (on 
was a young man of the moft promifing hopeis, 
who excelled in every accomplifhment that became 
a fcholar, a courtier, and a foldier. He excelled 
in all the military exercifes^ which were then io 
requefti he encouraged the fine arts by hispra£tice 
and example ; and it is remarkable, that he was the 
iirft who brought our language, in his poetical 
pieces, to any degree of refinement. He celebrated 
the fair Geraldina in all his fonnets, and maintained 
her fuperior beauty in all places of public contention. 
Thefe qualifications, however, were no (afeguard 
to him againft Henry's fufpicions -, he had dropt 
feme expreffions of rei'entment againft the king's 
minifters, upon being difplaced from the govcrri- 
ment of Boulogne ; and the whole family was be- 
come obnoxious from the late incontinency of Ca- 
tharine Howard, the queen who was executed* 
From thefe motives, therefore, private orders 
were given to arreft the father and the fon ; and 
accordingly they were arretted both on the fame day, 
and confined to the Tower. Surry being a com- 
moner, his trial was the more expeditious ; and as 
to proofs, there were many informers bafe enough 
to betray the intimacies of private confidence, and 
all the conntdtions of blood. 1 he dutchefs dowa- 
ger of Richmond, Surry's own fifter, enlifted her- 
felf anEiong the number of hisaccufers ^ and 6\c 

Richard 
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RJchirfl Southwell alfo, his moft intimate friend, 
charged him with infidelity to the icing. It would 
feem, that, at this dreary period, there was hei- 
ther faith nor honour to he found in all the nati- 
on ; Surry denied the charge, and challenged his 
accufer to fingle combat. This favour was re- 
fufed him j and it v/as alleged, that he had quar- 
tered the arms of Edward the Confeffor on his 
c'fcutcheon, which alone was fulEcient to convift 
him of afpiring to the crown. To this he could 
make no reply ; and indeed any anfwer would 
hiave been needleis, for neither parliaments nor 
juries, dui'ing this reign, Teemed to be guided by 
any otherprudft, 'btu the wHl of the crown. This 
young n6bieman was, dicrefore, condemned for 
high treafon, ncftWithftandrng hrs eloquent and 
fpirited defeWce.; and the (entence was foon affter 
exectftcd upon him on Tower-Hill. In the mean 
time t'he duke endeavoured to mollify the king by 
letters and fubmiflions 5 but the monfter*s hafd 
heart was rarely fubje<ft to tender impreflions. 
The parliament meeting on the fourteenth day 
cf January, a'bill of attainder was found j. ry 
agamft the duk'ebf Norfolk ; as it was ' , * 
thought he could not fo cafily have been ^^ 
convicted on a fair hearing by his peers. The 
only crime that his accufers could allege againft 
him was, that he had once faid, that the king was 
ffckly, and could not hold out long ; and the king- 
doni was likely to be torn between the contending 
parties of different perfuafions. Cranmer, though 
engaged for many years in an oppofite party to 
Norfolk, and though he had received many and 
great injuries from him, would have no hand in 
fo unjuft a profecution ; bat retired to his feat at 
Oroydon. However, the death warrant was made 
out, and immediately fent to the lieutenant of 
. N 3 - the 
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the Tower. The dulce prepared for death, the 
following morning was to be hislaft; butane- 
vent of greater confequence to the kingdom inter* 
vened, and prevented his execution. 

The king had been for fome time approaching 
faft towards his end j and for feveral days all thofe 
about his perfon, plainly faw that his fpeedy death 
was inevitable. T he diforder in his leg was now 
grown extremely painful ; and this, added to his 
monftrous corpulency, which rendered him un- 
able toftir, made him more furious than a chain- 
ed lion. He had been ever ftern and fevere > he 
was now outrag^eous. In this ftatc^ he had conti- 
nued for near four years before his death, the ter- 
ror of all, and the tormentor of himfelf 5 his cour- 
tiers having no inclijnation to make an enemy of 
him, as they were more ardently employed in 
confpiring the death of each other. In this man- 
ner, therefore, he was fufFered to ftruggle, with- 
out any of his domeftics having the courage to 
v^arn him of his approaching end, as more than 
once during this reign, perfons had been put to 
death for foretelling the death of the king. At laft. 
Sir Anthony Denny had the courage to difclofc to 
him this dreadful fecret ; and, contrary to his 
ufual cufiom, he received the tidings with an 
expreflion of refignation. His anguifhand remorfc 
was at this time greater than can be exprefied : 
he tlefired that Cranmer might be fent for ; but 
before that prelate could arrive, he was fpeechlefs. 
Cranmer defiringhim to give fome fjgn of his dy- 
ing iiT the faith of Chrift, he fqueezed his hand, 
and immediatelv expired, after a reign of thirty- 
feven years and nine months, in the fifty-fixth 

A n y^ar ofhisage. Some kings have been 
' * tyrants from contradi<^ion and revolt; 

.^^'* fome from being milled by favourites, 
and fome from a fpirit of party. But Henry was 

cruel 
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cruel from a depraved d I fpo fit ion alone; cruel in 
government, cruel \n religion, and cruel in his fa- 
mily. Our divines have taken fome pains to vin- 
dicate the charafter of this brutal prince, a$ if his 
condud and our reformation had any connexion 
with each other. There is nothirTg fo abfurd as 
to defend the one by the other j the moft noble 
defigns are brought about by the moft vicious in- 
ftruments ; for v^re fee even that cruelty and injuf- 
tice wer ethought neceflary to be employed in our 
holy redemption. 

With regard to foreign ftates, Henry made 
fome expeditions into France, which were attend- 
ed with vaft expertce to the nation, and brought 
them no kind of advantage. However, he all a> 
long maintained an intercourfe of friendfhip with 
Francis, which appeared difmterefted and fincerf. 
Againft the Scotch he was rather more fuccefsful ; 
his generals having worfted their incurfive arff.ie^ 
on feveral occafions. They particul^.rly gained a 
fignal advantage) befides diat already rclacij of 
Flod den-field, at a place near Pinkey-Houfe, in 
which near ten thoufand Scots* were flain. But 
that which gave England the greateft afcendancy 
over that nation, was the fpirit of concord which 
foon after feemed to prevail between the two 
kingdoms ; and that feemed to pave the way for 
their being in time united under the fame fqve- 
reign. There were ten parliaments fummoned 
in this reign, and twenty- three feffions held; but 
the whole time in which thefe parliaments fat,^ 
during this long reign, did not exceed three years 
and an half. The foreign commerce of England, 
during this age, was moftly copfined to the Ne- 
therlands. The merchantsof the Low-Countries 
bought the Englifh commodities, and diftributed 
them into the other parts of Europe. Thefe com- 
N4 moditics, 
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modicies, however, were generally little more than 
the natural produdlions of the country, without any 
^manufactures ; for it 0iuft be obferved at this 
time that foreign artificers much furpafled the Eng-^ 
Ii(h in dexterity, induitry, and fr-ugality ; and it 
is faid that at onetime not lefs than fifteen. thoufand 
artizans of the Flemifii nationaUtne wefe fettledin 
London. 
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their emifTary flain, ib. 

Audleyy lord, ioins the Comifh infurgents, 212; taken 
andexecntol, ib. 

Aumerky duke of, detrays a confpiracy formed againft 
Henry IV. 113 

Azincourtf baide of, 131 

B 

J^AINHAMy James, hurtt for his religion, 260 

Balioly John, claims thfe Scotifli throne, 14; ac- 
knowledges the fuperiorityof Edward, 15; renews 
his oath of fealty, 16; placed on the throne of Scot- 
land, ib. is furamoned to appear at Weftminfter, ib. 
•revolts from Edward, ib. enters into a treaty with 
Philip, ib. fummoned to appear before the parliament 
of England, 1 7 ; is affigntd a council of twelve noble- 
men, ib. makes his peace with Edward, 18; lefigns 
N 5 his 
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his crown into that prince's hands, ib. carried prMb- 
ner to London, 19; baniOiedto France, and dies in a 
private ftation, ib. 

J^tfZfoA Edward claims the crown of Scotland » 60 ; is 
fuppbrted by Edward III. ib. gains a conCderable vic- 
tory, ib. crowned at Scone, 61; defeated by A rchi* 
bald Douglas, ib. takes refuge in England, ib. rein- 
ftated bv Edward, 62 

Banijer, betrays his benefador, the duke of Bucking- 
ham, 190 

Banociburn, battle of, 45 

BarJsy the Wclfh, niaflacred, 13 

Barfutf battle of 1 7 1 

Beaufortf Henry, biihop of Winchefter, oppofes the 
duke of Gloucefter, 152; gains the afcendant, 153; 
is accufed of the death of that nobleman, 154; his 
death, ib. 

Becietf Thomas, his fhrine derooliihed, 264; his name 
ftruck out of the breviary, ib. 

Bedford^ duke of, brother to Henry V. appointed protec- 
tor of England, 141 ; totally defeats tlie dauphin, 142 ; 
retires into England, ib. caufes Henry VI. to be 
crowned at Paris, 147 ; bums die maid of Orleans at 
Rouen, 149; his death, 150 

Bib!e<t tranflated into Englifh, 265 

Bigody Roger, refufes the command of an army, 24 

BUneyy Thomas, burnt for fupporting the ^ro^eftant te- 
nets, 260 

Btorehtatbj a6lion of, 161 

B!oody Statute, what, 265 

Bohurty Humphry, refufes to take the command of an 
army, 24 
■, Henry de, killed by Brucei 45 

Boleyrty Anne, account odf, 249; privately married to 
Henry VIII. 257; favours the reformation, 259; 
confined to her apartment, 267 ; accufed of incond- 
nehce, ib. fent to the Tower, ib. her Ittter to the king, 
26g; tried by a jury of peers, 271 ; her noble de- 
fence, ib. her proteftations of innocence, 272; her 
execution, ib. ^ 

Bqfworth'JUld^ battle of, 192 

Boxltff 
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Boxky^ crucifix at, expofed, 264 

Bri/tk made a bifhopricy 265 

Bruce f Robert, claims the Scottifh throne, r4; acknow- 
ledges Edward's fgperiority, 1$'^ his claim difmilTcd, 
16; fubmits to Edward, ib. fecretly favours Wallace, 
27; refigtfs the pleafing hopes of deliveriDg ^Scotland 
to his fon, 33 

' , Robert the younger, rcfolvcs to free his country 
from the Englifh yoke, ib makes his efcape from Kpg- 
land, ib. Stabs Cummin, 34 ; Expels the Englifh for- 
ces, ib. crowned at Scon6, ib. defeated by Aymer de 
Valence, 35$ Flies to the Weftern iflands, ib. ^his 
fiiter fhut up in a wooden cage, ib. defeats Aymer de 
Valence, 39 ; gains a great vi(5lory at Banockburn, 
45 ; kills fienry de Bohun, ib. 

' , David, invades England, 77; defeated, and taken 
prifoner, 78 * 

Buchofif countefs of, fhut up in a wooden cage, 3 ^ 

Burdetf Thomas, executed for a trifling exclamation, 

»77 . - 

Burgtmdy^ duke of, aflaflinates the duke of Oilean;, 

135; is himfelf affaffinated by the dauphin of France, 

ib. 

-, the young duke^of, joins with Henry V. to 

revenge the death of his father, 135; continues his 

engagements with the duke of Bedford, 142 ; breaks 

his treaty with the Englifli, 149; feveral of his fubje^s 

murdered, 150 . ^ 

Burleyy Sir Simon, condemned and executed, 98 . 



^ABOTy Sebaflian, difcorers the Nonhem parts of 

^^ America, 225 

Cade^ John, account of, 156 j heads a rebellion in Kent, 
157; »his demands, ib. cuts to pieces a detachment of 
the royal army, ib. enters London, ib. puts lord Say, 
the treafuret, to death, ib. is abandoned by his follow- 
ers, 158; fliei into the Woods of Kent, ib. Slain by 
Alexander Eden, ib. 
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durti taken and ulundered hf the Eligtifh, 6$ 

Calais^ famous nege of, 74 ; madea miit for wool, lc^< 
76 

Catharinfy princefs, married to Heftry V 136 

' 5 of Spin, married to Ardiur prhice of WaleB# 
22 ^ ; marriecl to Henry prince of Wales, ib. cited be* 
fore the ecclefiaftical Court, 25 1 $ her pathetic intteatiet 
to the king, 252 ; refiifes to a]^ar before the court, 
257; retires to Ampthili, 2:58 

Chalons y count of, foiled by EdwAtxi, 6\ his imgen^rotts 
behaviour, ib. n 

Charles the wife, afcends the throne of France, ^5-; fends 
an army of Banditti into Caflile againft Peter the criR^, 
ib. . . 

— — , dauphin of France, afTaffinates the duke of Or- 
leans, 1 35 ;. gains an adrantage over the Engtifli, 137; 
is driven beyond the Loire, 138; his deplorable fituatf* 
on, 141 ; defeated at Vemueil, 142 ; afBfled by Joan 
of Arc, 143; crownedatRheims, 146$ becomes rerf 
fuccefsful, ib. applies himfelf to cultivate the arts of 
peace, i 50 ; invaded Normandy, 151; drives the Eng-* 
lifh ouC of France, ib. 

.CA^/?r made a bifhopricj 265 

Ch'walryy its advantarges in Ehgland, 88 

Clarence^ duke of, defeated, 137; drowned in a butt of 

Malmfey* 177 
Clevesy Anne of, contraded to Henry VIII, ^78; bfr 

marriage celebtat^, 279 
Clifford^ Sir Robert, joins Warbeck, 2d8$ gaioci 

over by Henry, 2095 accufes Sir William Stanley, 

2tO 

Cohharrif lord.^ See Oldcqfile, Sir John. 

Combat, Single^ ceremonies of, loa 

Commons y origin bf the houfe of, a a 

Companions^ whio, 8*5 

Cranmery Thomas, archbifhop of Canterbury, fo'me a^* 
tiount of, 253; fupports the proteftant tenets, a59 J 
intercedes inefFe(5lually for Anne Boleyn, 268 j informs 
Henry ofCatharriDe Howard's incontinence, 285; the 

.council 
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touncil ordered to inquire into his conduA, 287; re* 
ftored ID favour, z88; attends Henry VI IL in his laft 
moments, 294 

Creffingham^ his avaricious condudt, 26; perfuades War- 
renne to attack Wallacet ^7 ; is (lain in battle, t% 

Crejfyy battle of, 71 

Cromwell^ Thomas/ account of, 25.9; favours 'the rte* 
formation, ib. placed at the head of a commiffion 'for 
infp&6ting the monafteries, 26:2 ; negotiates a marriag^e 
for Henry with Anne of Cleves, 279; his great pre^ 
ferments, 280; condemned for high-treafon, ib. hiis 
execution, z8i 

Cummin of Baden och, oppofes Wallace, 29.; made regent 
of Scotland, 30; feconds the interefts of Bruce, 33; 
betrays the fecret, 34; ftabbed by Bruce, ib. killed be«- 
fore the altar, ib>. 



jr\AVJDj brother of Lewtllyn, prince of Nonh Wflles> 
takes Sir George Clifford prifoner, 1 1 ; is obliged 

to fly to the mountains, 12; is executed as a traitor} 

ib. 
Dennyi, Sh* Anthony, informs Henry VIII. of his ap- 
proaching end, 294 
Drfpencety Hugh, becomles the favourite of Edward XL 

47; marries the king's niece, ib. fentenced to exile'by 

die parliament, 485 his pride and rapacity, 49; put 

to ah ignominious death, 52 
jDcniglaSf Sir William, joins Wallace, 47; fubmits to 

theEnglifh, ib. 
* ' ■ ■■■ Archibald, attempts tofeize Edward III. 575 

defeats Edward Baliol, 61; flain in battk, ib. 
Dudley^ one of Henry's minidere, 22 1 j account o£^ ib. 

examined before the council, 227 ; condemned and 

executed, ^28 
Dunhatf battle of, 18 
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fJ^DENf Alexander^ kills John Cade, 1 58 ; inade go- 
vernor of Dover caftic, ib. 

Edward f • engaged in the holy wars, 3 ; sR-rives at the 
city of Aeon in Paleftine, ib. relieves that place, ib. 
obtains many vi^ories, ib. is in danger of being mur- 
dered, 4; receives a wound in his arm with a poifbned 
dagger, ib» Wrefts the weapon from the hands of the 
aflamn, and (labs him, ib. his life in danger, 5 ; makes 
his will, ib. is cured by an EngliHi furgeon, ib. his 
recovery afcribed to tlie piety of his wife £}eanor> ib. 
concludes a truce with the ioldan of Babylon, ib. fets 
fail for Sicily, ib. arrives fafely at that place, where 
he firft hears the news of his father's death, ib. is 
greatly a(Hi<5ted at his lofs, ib. his anfwer to the king 
of Sicily, who exprcfles great furprize at his grief, ib. 
paiTes over to France, 6; receives great honours there, 
ib. gives proofs of his bravery at a tournament, ib. 
comes off vidlorious, ib. does homage to Philip kipg 
of France, ib. fets out foi Gafcony, ib* arnves in 
England, 7 ; is crowned king of England at Weftmin- 
fter, ib. his great popularity, ib. receives homage of 
the king of Scotland and other princes, ib. is efleemed 
by all ranks of people, ib. his prudent «ondu6t, ib. 
corredls the abufes which had crept in during his 
father's reign, 8 ; redreffes all grievances, ib. his pre- 
judice to the Jews, ib. exerciies great feverity againft 
that people, ib. refolves to march againft Leweilyn, 
prince of Nonh Wales, ib. levies an army againft 
that prince, and marches into Wales, 9 ; penetrates 
into Lewellyn's retreat, ib. reduces him to the greateft 
diftrefs, 10; obliges that unfortunate prince to lubmit, 
ib. impofes hard termis of accommodation on Lewei- 
lyn, ib. goes again to war with Leweilyn, 1 1 ; afTem- 
bles a confiderable force, and marches into Wales, 
ib. part of his army defeated by the Welch, ib. ob- 
tains a complete victory over them, iz\ orders the ^ 
^ Welch 
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Welch bards to be maffacred, 1 3 ; leaves his quecQ^ 
who was pregnant, to be delivered in the cafUe of 
Caernarvon, ib. prefents the child, Edward, to the 
Welch lords as their appointed prince, ib, unites the 
government of Wales to that of England, ib. is made 
arbitrator in the difpute concerning the Scottifti throne, 
14; his artfij conduct in" that affair, ib. lays claim 
to the crown of Scotland, . and advances to the fron- 
tiers of that kingdom with a formidable array,. ib, 
convenes the Scotch parliament \o meet him in the 
caftle of Norham, ib. produces the proofs of his fu- 
perior claim to the throne of Scotland, ibi his fuperi- 
ority acknowledged by the Scotch barons, 15 $ puts 
John Baliol in pofTefiion of the kingdom of Scotland^ 
16; his arbitraiy^roceedings with regard to the king^ 
of Scotland, ib. iummonfes that prince to appear be- 
fore liim at Weftminfter, ib. requires Baliol to per- 
form the duty of a vaflal, 1 7 ; orders him to appear be- _ 
fore the parliament at Newcaftle, ib. his commands 
difregarded by Baliol, ib, marches with a confidera* 
ble army into the kingdom of Scotland, ib. receives 
the fubmilEon of Robert de Bruce and his fon, ^b, 
takes Berwick by affault, ib. makes the governor pri- 
foner, and puts the garrifbn to the fword, ib. larys 
fiege to Dunbar, ib. obliges that caltle to furrender, 
and obtains a complete Vidoi^, 1 8 ; reduces the whole 
fouthern parts of the country, ib. reinforces his army 
in order to fubdue the northern parrs, ib, receives the 
fubmiifion of Baliol, who refigns his crown, ib. re- 
duces the whole Scottifh nation to obedience, ib. de- 
ftroys all their records and monuments of antiquity, 
19; deprives them of that ancient flonecalled Jacob*s 
pillar, ib. breaks the great feal of Baliol, $ind fends 
that unhappy prince prifoner to London, ib., makes 
preparations for a war with France, 20; orders his 
territory of Guienne to be put in a pofture of defence, 
• ib. forms a treaty with feveral 'neighbouring princes, 
ib. pollers an army from the goals, ib. his army 
repulfed by Charles, brother to the king of France, 
ib« his attempts upon France defeated, ib. 

forms 
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Ibima anofhcr 'defign agimft France, ib. gires his 
daughter Elizabtth in inarriage to John earl Off Hol- 
land, ib. finds it difficult to raife die neceffary fiip- 
flies, ib. comes to an accommodation with Philip of 
France, ib. fubmits his difpute with that monarch to 
<he arbitration of the pope, ib. cements his union with 
5^hilrp by double marriage, ib. marries his fon Ed- 
•ward to Margaret of France, and the prince of Wale% - 
to Ifabella, ib. recovers Guienne from the French king, 
ib. new models his parliament, 22; exads Supplies 
iirom his parliament, ib. his demands reifufed, 23 f 
"his rigorous proceeding againft the clergy, ib. obliges 
them to fubmit, ib. lays a duty of forty fhillings a 
•fack upon wool, 245 greatly opprefle* his people, rb. 
excites a general dii^uft among the poor, ib. his 
orders oppofed by Humphry Bohun, and Roger 
Bigod, ib. his fpeech to that baron, ib. defires to be 
reconciled to his barons, to the church and to his peo- 
ple, ib. fets out for Flanders, 25; promifes toredref^ 
the grievances of the nation when he returns, ib. his 
council, during his abfence, obliged- by the people 
to fign Magna Charta, ib. figns it himfelf in Flanders, 
ib. confirms the liberties of the people on his riStum, 
ib. another rebellion formed againft him in Scotland, 
«6; returns haftily to England, 28; endeavours to 
recover his popularity, ib. reftores to the citizens df 
XiOndon the power of electing their own magiftrates, 
•ib. quiets the murmurs of his people, fb. marches into 
the North, at the head of a confiderable army, ib. makes 
•a furious attack on the Scots, 29 ; receives a fall from 
«hjs horfe, ib. obtains a complete yi^ory, 30; another 
'infurre Aion formed apainft nim, ib. his army again at« 
tacked "by the Scots, ib. aflembles an army and entei« 
the frontiers of Scotland, 31 ; equips a fleet againft the 
Scots, ib. ravages their country, and takes their caftles, 
ib. obtains a complete vi<5tory, ib. his fevcrity to that 
iiation, ib. takes Wallace through the treachery of his 
friend, ib ^nds that unfortunate warrior to London, 
■^2 ; his fe verity to Wallace, ib. another infurre<ftion 

formed 



d by Google 



INDEX: 

ibnned againft him in Scotland, jj ; deteimito' to 
reduce the rebels, 35 ; fends an anny te oppofe theib, 
tb. enters Scotland at fhe head of a powerful ami^, 
tb. hh lenity to the ipoor^ ib. expofes the tifter oif 
Brace, Sand the countefs of Buchan, inca^s, ib. ds 
taken lU at Carlifle, 36; his death and cbaradler, ib« 
his iflbc, 37. 
Edwardll. fucceedlB to th< throne of England, 394 liis 
chara^er, ib. negletSts the war with Scotland, ib. bis 
•pnfillanimous condafl, lib. recalls Cai^Aonsy .40 $ 
takes him into his particular favour , ib. iendows him 
with the whole earldom of Cornwall^ ib. marries hikn 
to his niece, ib. grants htm a confiderable fum 'of 
money, ib. incites the indignation of his barons, ib. 
•takes a journey to Paris in order to efpoufe ithe prin* 
<cef8 Ifabella, 41 ; appoints' GaTeilone guardian 6f the 
.fiealm dufii^g hLsablence, ib. is obl^d, by his quean 
.«nd barons, to fend ^is '^yousite out of the'kingdom, 
iib. appoints Gaveilone lord ! lieutenant of Irdland, db. 
<j)btaiDs .adtipenfationfrom 'the pope and recalls 4)is 
^vourite, ib. igoesdown to Chefter to meet .him, ib, 
tcalk <a parliament, ib. his pattiality !to GaveAone re<^ 
iented ^hy the queen and mobles, .42 4 is obliged '«to 
scomply with the demands of his parliament, ib. figns 
ta commifiion, by which he entirely gives up 'his an- 
•thoriiy for«the jpace of fix months^ ib. his favourite 
fbanifhed by the parliament, ib. removes to YorTc, ib. 
•recalls'GaveAone, and reinflates him in all his former 
>iJ3lendour, ib. a confpiracy formed againft'him, 43.; 
•his difpirited condudt, ib. embarks at Tinmouth wiiih 
Gave (tone, ib. lodges his favourite in the caflie of 
'Scarborough, and returns to York, ib. his behaviour 
•with refpedl to the death, of Gaveftone, 44 ; aflem- 
tbles an army, and marches againd the Scots, 45 ; his 
army 'totally defeated, and himfelf obliged to fly, 46.: 
ireturns with difgrace *to England, ib. his unhappy 
Situation, ib. continues the barons in the gctvernment 
of the kingdom, ib. adepts Hugh Defpenfer hb fa- 
wourite, 47 ; marries this young nobleman to his niece, 
ib. makes very confidecable iettlements upon him, ib. 

his 
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his baroos again revolt agaiirfl him, ib. is requefted 
by them to difmifs his favourite, ib, recalls young 
J>e(penfer and his father, 48 ; raifcs an army to op- 
poffe the barons, and advances lo the borders of Wales, 
lb. obtains a complete victory over the rebel barons, 
49 ; takes Lancafter prifoncr, ib. orders that noble- 
man to be beheaded, ib. is threatened by the king of 
France with a confifcation of all his foreign domini- 
' ons, ib. fends an embaffy to that monarch to diifuade 
him from his purpofe, ib. his terms of accommoda- 
tion rcfufed by the king of Fnancc, unlefs he in per- 

' Too did homage for his dominion, ib. refufes to com- 
ply with the French king's propofals, co ; rgfigns the 
dominion of Guienne to his ion, tb. fends the yoang 
prince to do homage to the king of France, ib. re- 
auefts his queen to return, Which (he refufes, ib. a 
itrong confpiracy formed againft him by his queen, 
^ I ; endeavours in vain to mie a force to oppofe her, 
lb. is obliged to leave his capita], ib his diftrefled 
fituation, 52 ; is deprived or his favourite, who is 
inhumanly flain, ib. flies for refuge into Wales, ib. 
IS driven from thence by his purfuers, 55; embaHcs 
for Ireland, ib. is driven back by contrary winds, 
and faHs into the hands of his enemies, ib. is cruelly 
treated by them, ib. is conduced to the capital, amidft 
the infults of the people, ib. is confined in the Tow- 
er, ib. is depofed by his parliament, ib. is fent from 
prifbn to prilon, and treated with the greateft inhu- 
manity, ib. is ufcd with the utmoft cruelty by his 
keepers, 54 ; is put to death in the mod (hocking 
manner, ib his iffue, §^, 

Edwardlll. afcends the Englifh throne, ^6\ his great 
abilities, ib. heads a conuderable army againil the 
Scots, 57 ; is difgurted with Mortimer his raother^i 
favourite, ib. is in the utmoft danger of being killed, 
ib. his intrepid bravery, ib. concludes a peace with 
Scotland, 58 ; re(blves to de/lroy the power of Mor- 
timer, 59 ; forms a deiign of feizing Mortimer, and 
the queen, in Nottingham caftle, ib. gets Mortimer 
into his power and orders him to be hanged, ib. 

difcardu 
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^fcards the queen from all power, and confines ker 
for life, 60 ; refblves to gain the afFe^ions of his 
people, ib. declares war againfl the Scots^ ib. places 
Edward Baliol on the throne of Scotland, 61 ; raifes 

. an army againfl the Scots, ib« prevails on his parlia- 
ment to grant him a fupply, ib enters Scotland, and 
lays (icge to Berwick, ib.« obtains a complete vidorr 
ov6r the Scots, ib. returns in triumph to Englancl, 
62 ; again repairs to Scotland to quell another infar- 
region, ib. repairs a third time to Scotland, ib. lays 
claim to the regency of France, 64 ; is oppoied by 

. Phillip Valois, who is appointed regent of that king- 
dom, ib. does homage to Philip, ib. difputes the 
crown of France with Philip, ib. declares war againft 
him, ib. is affifted in iiis defigns againfl: France, by 
one James Ardevelt, a brewer of Ghent, 6§ ; re- 
ceives a fupply from his parliament, ib. fails over to 
Flanders, ib. aflerts his claim to the crown of France, 
ib. receives, and accepts a challenge from Philip, to 
fight him in fingle combat, ib. his naval forces meet 
with great fucceh, 66 ; concludes a truce with France, 
ib. again declares war agaijifl: Fiance, at the infliga- 
tion of the count de Montfort, ib. all his hopes fruA 
t rated by the imprifonment of Montfort, ib. is affifted 
by Jane of Flanders, ib. fends fuccours to Jane, 67 ; 
lands at Mordian, with an army of twelve thoufand 
men, 68 ; befieges fomc of the moft capital of the 
enemies fonifications^ ib. forms a truce with Fiancct 
ib. breaks the truce, and fends the earl of Derby to 
defend the province of Guienne, ib. is obliged, 1^ 
Philip, to give up moft of his conqucfts, ib. embarks 
at Southampton with a confiderable fleet for France, 
69; takes with him his eldeft fon, the prince of 
Wales, furnamed the Black Prince, ib. lands at la 
Hogue with a numerous army, ib. fpreads devaftation 
through the whole country, ib. takes the* city of Caen, 
ib. is vigoroufly oppofed by Philip, ib narrowly cf- 
cs^s a niare laid for him, ib. determines to give the 
French battle, 70 j his prudent difpolition of his 
army, ib. his exemplary behaviour before the battle, 
ib. attacks the enemy, 7 x ; his remarkable m^ifage to 

the 
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J^e printe t)f Waies, 72"; obtains a oomplef^ ▼fSory 
by means df his fon, 73 ; 'his afPediidnate reception 
or liis foB after the battle, ib. kys (iege to Calais, 
74 ; determines to Teduce it by famine, ib takes Ca- 
lais after a twelvemonth's fiege, ib. refohresto puhi/h. 
die obfHnate refiftancc of the tow.ifmen, ib. agrees ta 
(pare their lives on cenain conditions, 7;; ; makes a 
crud determination againft them, ib. consents to par- 
lAon them at the interceffion of the queen, ib. orders 
all the French inhabitants to leave Calais, and peoples 
it with Englift, 76 ; makes it the market for wool, 
•ib. is in danger of lofing Calais by the treachery of 
an Italian, ib. takes a bloody revenge on the French, 
lb. his kingdom depopulated by a peftilential difeafe, 
77; a rebellion formed againft him in Scotland, ib. 
Ws ^ueen Philippa heads an army' againft the Scots, 
and comes off -vi^orious, 78 ; breaks the truce with 
France, 79 ; fends Edward the Black Prince into 
France with a confiderable army, ib. enters France^ ' 
imd ravages the country, ib. endeavours to bring the 
tldnphin toiiazard a battle, ^83 5 concludes ajjeace 
with Fri^ncc, ib. fets the king of France at liberty, 
64; lofes all his conquers in France, 86; becomes 
contemptible at home, 87 ; endeavours to find com- 
fort in the arms of his miftrefs, ib. his grief for the 
lofs of the prince of Wales, ib. baniflies hrs miftrefs, 
Alice Pierce, ib. takes her again, ib. his fallen fitua- 
tion, 88 ; his death, ib. his inftitution of the order 
of the garter, 8q ; his iffue, ib. 
Edward ISf, oppdfes Henry VI. and claims the crown, 
164; his great popularity, 165; is proclaimed king 
by the people, ib. heads an army of forty thoufand 
men to oppofe Margaret, ib. obtains a complete vic- 
tory, 1 66 ; is "feated on the throne of England, and 
liis title acknowledged by parliament, 167 ; his difpo- 
fition, ib. confents to marry Bona of Savoy, 168 ; 
marries Elizabeth Woodville, ib. quarrels with the 
earl of Warwick, ib. a combination formed againft 
him by Warwick, ib heads a numerous army againft 
«the rebelsy 199 j bbtains an advantage over Warwick, 

who 
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. ivho. flies to, Fffance^ib is oi^r|io.wered 1^ tlie ftr^igdi 

of ^he rebels, and obliged to % the kiogdaoh ib. 

embarks on bqard a final] fleet at Lynn,: 1 70 ;, kndji 

in Holland, ib. aifembles a force aod land^ in York* 

fliire, ib. repairs to Londoq, where- tfae iohohitants 

open their gajtes to receive hinii^ ib» oa^r^a to. ^<ce 

Warwick battle, 171 j obtains a complete viAory, 

172 J a rebellion formed againft him, headed by the 

earl of Pembroke, ib. obtains a complete victory at 

TewHbury,. and, tafees the queen ai^d her fop prifoircrg, 

17.3 ; his. barbarous u(ag« of tl^^ you^ig prii^Qe^, ib. bis 

cruel proceedings. 1 75 ;, emers into a war wichrFrai^cey 

176 ; lias a conference with Lewis, and agrees to 

return with his ^rmy to England, ib« his tyraonics4 

.behaviour, ib. his inconfiflenjt coudu^ 177.; his 

death, charadlcr, and iffiie, 178. 

Edward VI mounts the Englifh throne, 1 79 ; is ta^en 

by his uncle, the duke of Glouceiter, from under tivs 

care of the earl Rivers, 180 ; is conduced by Glou- 

cefter to London, ib. is conveyed by his uncle to. the 

Tower, ib. his coronation prevented by Glouceiler, 

ib. his death, 1 87. 

, the Black Prince, attends his father into Nor- 
mandy, 69 ; commands the firft line at CreiTy, 70 ; 
his aftonifhing behaviour, 72 ; fent into France at the 
head of an army, 79 ; penetrates into the heart of 
France, ib. defeats the French army, ^i 5 conduds 
his royal captive, the French king, through London, 
82 ; defeats the French in Caflile, 85 \. attacked by^ 
confumptive diforder, 86 ; his death and charader, &7. 
Egremont^ fir John, chofen leader of tj\e rebels, 204 ; 
defeated and flies to the dutchtfs of Burgundy, 205. 
Empfofiy one of Henry's minilter's, account of, 221; 
examined before the council, 227 ; condemned and 
executed, 228, 



pjLKIRKy battle of, 29 

F'tjhery John, bifhop of Rochefter, his unmerited 
fufFerings, 261 ; beheaded, for denying the king's fu« 
preniacy, ib. 

F\t%'Alan^ 
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INDEX. 

Flt%-Alamf archbifhopof Canterburyy banifhedtheki&g* 

dOIDy lOI 

Flammocly Thomas^ heads the CornUh infurgentSy 212 ; 

taken and executed, ib. 
FloddenfUld^ battle 6f» 233 
FrottfraUles^ his intrepid behaviour^ 231 



^j4Mf Davidy refcues Henry V. 1 33 ; is flain, ib. 
Gardiner^ bifliop of Winchefler, fupports the po«» 
pifh tenets, 259 ; attempts to feize Cathanne Parry 
290 

Gartety order of, inftituted, 89. 

Gafcfngncy fir William, his noble ♦ behaviour on the 
bench, 122; commits the prince of Wales toprifon> 

- 123 

Gavejioncy Piers, account of, 40 ; recalled from exile^ 
ib. his haughty behaviour, ib. appointed guardian of 
the kingdom, 41 ; fent as lord lieutenant to Ireland, 
ib. recalled, ib. left in the cadle of Scarborough, 43 ; 
fubmits, and is fent to Deddington caflle, ib. is be- 
headed, 44 

Gijorsy taken by the Englifh, 1 36 

Ghndour^ Owen, account of, 1 1 5 

Glouceftevy duke of, his charader, 90 ; appears at the 
head of an army, 97 , is arretted and lent to Calais, 
100; is difpatched in that prifon, loi 

— — , made a bifhopric, 265 

Gordon^ lady Catharine, m^arried to Perkin Warbcck,- 
211 ; taken prifoner, 214; kindly treated by Henry, 
ib. 

H 

ZJALLWOWN'Hilly battle of, 61 

Harfleur taken by ftorm, 130 
flaStngSy John, claims the Scottidi throne, 14; acknow- 
ledges Edwsud's fuperiority, 15 ; his claim difmiifed, 
16 

.- , lord, his anfwer to the charge of the duke of 

Gloucetter, 182; beheaded in the Tower, 183. 

2 ft Hennehoncp 



d by Google 



INDEX. 

Metmehone^ befieged by Charles le Blois^ 67 ; relicTcd 
by the Englifh, ib. 

Henry IV. when duke of Hereford, deprived of his in* 
' heritance, 104; takes the title of duke of Lancaftery 
105 ; lands in Yorkfhire, ib. is joined by a powerful 
ormy^ ib. his interefl efpoufed by the duke of York, 
106 ; his proud anfwer to Richard II. 107 ; eleded 
king, 108; a rebellion formed againfl him, 113; 
endeavours to quell the tumult, ib* orders ibme of the 
principal rebels to be beheaded, 114; concludes a 
truce with France, 115; rebellions formed againft 
him in Scotland and Wales, ib. his impolitic conduct 
with refpedt to the duke of Northumberland, who 
raifes a rebellion againft him, 116; obtains a complete 
vidlory over the rebels, 118; pardons the duke* of 
Northumberland, 119; a fecond rebellion formed 
againft him, headed by Northumberland, ib. quells 
the infurred^ion, 1 20 *y puts to death the archbifhop of 
York, and the earl of Nottingham, ib. (ides with the 
church, 121 ; flgns a writ for burning William Saw- 
tre, an heretic, ib. endeavours to acquire popularity, 
122; is diftrefTed^at the behaviour of the prince of 
Wales, ib. is feized with a fit before^ the flirine of 
Edward the ConfefTor, 124; his death and charader, 
il>. his iflue, ib. 

Hinry V. when prince of Wales, his excefles, 122 ; 
ftrikes one of the judges on the bench, ib is commit- 
ted to prifon, 127; takes the crown from his father's 
pillow, ib. afcends the Euglifh throne, 126; his 
behaviour to his former companions, ib. favours his 
father's friends, ib. orders the funeral obfequies of 
Richard XL to be performed with royal folemnity, 
127 ; his peace difturbed by the clergy, ib. endeavours 
to convert lord Cobham, 128; gives that nobleman 
up to the fury of his enemies, ib. quells a dangerous 
tumult, ib. -determines on a war with France, 129; 
fends an embaffy to Paris, ib his demands refufed, ib. 
alTembles a great fleet and fets fail from Southampton, 
130 ; lands at Harfleur at the head of a confiderable 
army, ib. takes Harfleur, and puts all the garrifon to 
the Iword, ib. his army greatly weakened by a conta« 

gious 
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povLi 4ift<dinper» ib.' challenges the dauphiQ •of Fcaiice 
* to fiogle combatf ib is oppofed by a numerous arm^ 
of the French) ib. is obliged to retreat, ib. is inter** 
cepted^ and obliged to give' .the enemy battle, 131 s 
his defperate fituation, iU hirfpirited fpeech to. his 
army, l^^ attaqks the French army, ib. ia,in dan- 
ger ofloiing his life, 133 v is refcued by David Gam, 

. ibj rewards his deliverer with knighthood, ib. obtains 
. a complete i^idlory, 134/ ;> arrives in England with his 
priibners, C35:;. receives^ frefhfupplies from his parlia* 
ment^ ib landis with an immenfe army in Normandy, 
ib. enters irito a league with the duke of Burgundy, 
ib. obtains confiderable conquers throughout the 
country, ib. forms a remarkable treaty with France, 
136 p marries the^ princef^ Catharine of France, ib. 
turns his army againfl the dauphin, ib. is obliged to 
return to England, 1 37 ;- is refufed the ncsceffary fup- 
plies by his parliament, ib lands with a coafiderable 
force at Calais, ib. takes up his relidence at Paris, 
138 ; his. great power in France, ib. his refigned be- 
haviour during his illneis, ib. his death and charader, 
139$ his iiTue, ib. 

Henry VI. afcends the throne of England, 14.1 ; is ib* 

,. lemnly invefVed with regal power by legates fromJPa* 
ris, ib. is crowned king at Paris, L47 ; his di^fi* 
Uon, I C3 ; marries Margaret of Anjou, ib. is defpifed 

^ by his iubje<5l8, 154; is oppofed by the duke of York,' 
155 ; bani(hes Suffolk, 156; a rdsellion formed 
againAhim, ib. oppofes the rebels, 157; his pufillani*. 
mous condudb, ib. receives an addrefs requeuing him 
to remove his evil counfellors, 158 ; refufes to com- 

~ ply with more than part of the addrefs, ib. has a 
parley with the duke of York, 159; orders York to 
be apprehended, ib. is fcized 'with a violent difbem- 
per, ib is incapable of holding the reins of govern- 
ment, ib. recovers from his complaint, 1604 endea- 
vours to re-aiTume his power, ib. is oppofed by" the 
duke of Yori4, ib. his diftre/Ted fituation, ib again . 
.endeavours to recover his authority, 161 ; gives the 
rebels battle, ib. gains fome advantages, ib is once 
,more flrohgly oppofed by the rebels^ U>. is. taken pri* 
I foner^ 
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foner, 162 ; . his caufe efpflwfed' by the Welch, 16$; 

' is tfeated with, the greateft indigiiity by Warwick, 

164; is oppofed by young Edward, wh6 elaifns the 

crowD, ib. ; flies with his <)iieefi Uml'fdft to Scotland, 

. - 1 66 ; -b afSftcd/hf the Fr0Bch ttirg, ib; ' \i obKged by 

,his queen once moir to'ti^ to ^ricdVet-his 'jtower by 

- arms, ib. his f}eetdidrDei&diyya;#0n!t,;ib/.1^^ 

, frcfm his queen, ib. is talkeii pHi^itfcr litld^^ontt^d in 
r the Tower,, ib. ' is releafedj. atid* a||^idvptaci^ 6n fhe 
. thf<»ne,**70i isagaindethrbnedrib. y^ ol^lfgtdtofub- 
. mit td be a fpcilator of the battle bet wipfelJ EdwaiVl *bd 

- Warwidk, 171 ; his death, i« 751^ ' fi-^^ : - * • 1 
Jfenry.YH afcends the throne ai^^Englrffld;' t^byimir- 

lues theprin^dis Elizabeth, ib. ifiiies a 'j^^n^ral {^srdon, 
•199:: an infarre&ion ^rmed agaiitft hira,-ib;' - qiklls 
; .the itiCntre&iott^ 200 9 ^ rebellion fofmtsd aigaitift h^m 
, in Ireland, 2pi; a prcttender to; the cro^n' fet up in 
. oppoStion to him, ibl' confines his motber-im-law in a 
. itioniaflery, ib, takes young Warwick lrt>m the Tower 
, and fhewfl htmi to the people. «02; '^cs the rebels 
I UttJcf ih. JbtakisadeCifiveviiaoryj 263;' his gene- 
.roudtreaimcot of Simnel, ib.- his affiftance re^uefted 
. by ihi^ diftreffsd. Bnstonsy »3f4; calls a pa'rliamdtit, tb. 
obtains the nece/Tary Cipplies, ib. his fubje<!ts in Yoric- 
(hire rebel,- and retufe to pay the ^x, ib. quells the 
rebellion, and takes their leader prifoher, 205 ; lands 
at Calais^ with' a considerable force,' ib. makes an ad- 
: .vaptageous peace . with>Franice» ib. the qUiet of His 
ii^gdom again ditturbed by an irapoftor who perfo- 
: n^ed the duke of York, 2'66^ his fubje^s revolt to 
: .P^kin, to^ ; tak'es many of the - ringksuters, 209 ; 
, bii anfui co^idud with refpeft to Sir WHiiam Stan- 
ley, 2<o; commrts.that nobleman to cuflody, ib. 
. condemns Stanley to Jofe his head, ib. a rebeflion formed 
againft him in Scodand, ad iihe inftigauon of Perkin, 
^ 2 1 1 J hi# kingdom inraded by the relels, ib. an infur^ 
,.rc(Jion formed agamft hkn in CornWall, 212; quells 
^sh^ tumjilt^ and hangs jria«}yo£'tHe infurgehts, ib. a 
, fecond r ebelUoq fortmed in CorriwaM, hcs^ded by Peildti^ 
. 2 1 3 J his lenity to ihe jrcbtls^ ib^ ^Mn generous treat- 
. Vol. II. O raent 
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xn9Tit0f^v/ifb^ Folium, 214,1 getsPerkia iatepof- 
ieiiiQ^k ib. gniD«k him hu tife^ 2*5; confines ^rkin 
. i^ t^ T^^^r, iM«. . ^t^Ilr a cKftvtbaDce i|i Kent* and 
,.b^» WUiQfid*t)i« riAsitt^tfft. liSi canfes Perkki and 
, Jifi ;^4|if^ fjpts fp ,kt^ eKOMiiai^ ik Mieadt 3K>ong War- 
vjV^fc)k >()•. 4i%lftii)kis &iligtAs:bjr thcfe a4is of cfpucky, 
' ibf fmits^P^^^ob^kiriiiia ]ioweit ef falling tlieir 
. iCfoWfi.,. ^^»i fff«Mi)t«i ilw lervanu of ih* aobttity, 
ti84 fofoP^ea tMl QMflPUieD of tho lam, ib^ abridges 
. i()^pfi9U<§s «f ^{liiSfiQt; 2199 his semarkabk ato- 
: 4yW,l»i<kCfP^iik'. JOitends thajti^^p^ of the peo- 
ple, 120 ; reprefles tl)c tfirfre of oatvi) \?ar« ib. sndea- 
.•;Ti)^rf^ p^gllKtte |ta& Ami comtnerce, ik endcavpars 
.^ ilMPlft«^.»J^f^ ffl^ tif {nxs^lky in tb« n^nds ^liis 
: Mi^cin,2i^fik tU MUfied b^ avartoe, to oppre^ his 
.. .W<^ki4k.'«Mwrif^'dwp§itice pf WaJ«« to the Infenta 
< o^SpftlPy %a^> totreanocntof PiiiKpdukcofCaftile, 
9^5.} tf^cnmn % iftCt from: Pkiiip at Wiiidibr, ib. 
. QMbea AP l^d^ni9SI»Qa& f i^at^r of commerco iivl^b i^ilip, 
. ii^. foqs 1^^ i^dq^vi^gr^, iorihfi good -of' hi» kingdom, 
. AH<iW^pA wkii/i^^^*. ib* . bis dealb and chavai^ter, 224 
A'f^ry. yjEIi* :&«!eecb his. lather in^he dirone, aal; bis 
.^rdat ;9<jivm^j|e9; ib. bisLdi^ofitioa, ib. has Dvdley 
. ji:e4']Ep^feni^k;Qn intO(;«ftody^ ^275 caufes thtm to 
i!t^ ^5f^|«te<\5,2^^;; ilfiteirsr|iiMo a^iiieai^ with the- pope, 
^ >i), hi^ l)fl»(HWng i^GAdttilyiib. ' bis ill fticaefs at lea, 
^2^1 fcwidaat ChUii wirii a conMefable army, 45c; 
£ hi^ gf)^t iin|vrYid<dce,jib.> dbtainv aftiMdl viaory, 251; 
-'i<t(ifgef'To*u^j^523.'2i; 'CodcWdesdtPtiecwisbfoanoc, 
< pi5(tf§^uriw.W.ingfend> lb. a cbcnpleto vlaory gained 
; .b'9 jii$ ^^fHwe^Hr^htbe; ■ Scots during his . aibi^nce, 234; 
' ^i^f^ 4be htwiy ipf jaotec. ta be. intfen«d> ib. oeciefts 
. tihe,^ifiepftisi£aibir'efnettls,andattachcS'bkiiie)fto 
r W^{k>y, tb»^:»3kiKfc VKoMbyprwy coi|aftlteir»^«jr$ con- 
^ier«:op biRbth^ office rofcha^collor, 25185 deBrenap 
>'l'wMriJP<iy .tl> U>e Fresch, lb. has aninwtiiw with Ac 
J^f^cl) .w>9ftc*f 249V his gwat da|^«oefi«e^ ib. 
.prrfi:i3«s^ii>^F*«nohiidog wiili ^ eoNar^f peaifs, ^4^ ; 
.,«Q(^»r^ ^9{4Qmpfli^«fc:witbB«iciia«t)iiandfoiii«aii^ 
*iU ^w<J:fftll|eiuinnor5rf<lMp«opk^24i| opprrfes 

his 
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kist falgeia«|, ibw leviia alwaty tMC bb hi* IWijfas 
242) re|>royea Wdfcy, 24^^; obtulm the Hl!«-bf Dt- 
iender.ofth^JFafith, 147; • feegtns-td thJftk ll^tly of 
. th^ pope^ 048 ; iafes pdlfiim for A tine Bbl^, 2if9 ; 
;^i€8 to the pcjpe to dirrarce him ^oifi hh qdeen 
CtilMrifidy 15 o>; -is oited to«pp6ar-wit^ hk ^^Kh- i)t- 
fow %ib€ Jjdpe's kgatsi 25 n i« ©cragtd u^Alftft VVol- 
fey> 2531 difcarlob ihstt prtk««> ^aikd 1ateJ# -Cranmer 
intd his fkvonrv ilb» ieikes the effo^b i()f Wotfey, 2^4 ; 
bi^iihea clie caFditei to hi$ coamty fe^^ tb^. orders 
WDlfey to be artt^d for /hifih^rcl^ifen, ^^ ^ ft^air 
16 Lombn to ttkJb hii trizi, 4b. j^ipKiifr to th«^lin:«er- 
fitiee for tlMir Qft&nabn i^Mi^hig thi& vi^li^)^ bf hii 
hiftrriage with Catharine, 2569 feis'niAiViag^ d^kred 
iU«g»U«V. ibrkig^chc poivvr of thi^^o}^^ 2jf7; t^ar- 

M^» 358} recmves thd ouh of ^i^tem^y ficmi his 
Tlill^^si lis <kcennite9 to wot^ i fnbymvL}^^ 4h^the 
church, 259^ eiictcifesthcTitmoft cruelty tWv^Vdii'the 
Kentici, 21661 cauffss FiAier co be behtsid^d tor denf- 
ing his fupremacy, 261 j totally aboUibss ^he re^^J»iolls 
lio«fes< 263 ; acquires immeofe riches, lb. cxpdis tin 
deceit of the Romiih relics, ib. deihoyj th€ ^wiiic ui 
Thoinas a.Becket, 264; ere^s fix new btiho}>rics^ ib: 
caufes the Bible to be tranflated, 265; WcomcsVrt-cd 

' pf Anne BoKeyn, «66; his aKtiicbment 10 J&he Se^ 
mour^ ib. ^onfises ifae qudtffi ^ ^lear (tjjtitrtteht, 267 ; 
il»d^ b^fto^heTowfeCy ibi. ltftifeS'«Uiy ^irtt^fcie^idrton 

. behalf :of the queoD, 268 ) :^oelf » a t«tt^ ftbM !tcr, 
ib. pronbuilGed ^tmieea^ftift'htf, 171 V catrfes her 
¥i t>e. bebeadoi, 07a) 4Tiw-?iifs.ia41y jktie S^yrtvbjnr^ 
273; takes Cromwdi iiiM> Jiia|)UKk)ttkr'fav(Avr, ^^5; 
his religious difputation, 276; his unbounded cruelty, 
277; marries Anne of. Clfcves, ;! 78 ; is diffiuftcd.wjvb 
the pcrfott of ilbe *'^ii^A, 2^: 'Hs' ivieiwd^j^iti^ 
Cromwell, ^^(iJV 'lAAtd*' MS ifR^feti Ori'C^ittharin^ 

Cuom^elt, ib. iigwthe t/armo^Forl^efieaaid^'Gf^n- 
tueU, 2^1 $ 'dceflkres his.'fhArfri^ge'tdth i5aMHne 
HiUi^rd, ib* rettircs nnabiibt^d prdt#? df tH§ Viic(^'s 
jftOoHtiiteaejS WJ; detertfihi^S'ttj tiitDw th<f 'ornii^ of 
her death on the parliament, ib,^tenfeiiifcj/ tb ^t^ ^jlc^ 
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Gutiony ^indthatof feveraiofherrektionsy 284; com> 
ppfts a book of religioB^^aSj; procures an aft where- 
by all rpiritua] fupreroacy was declaimed to be invefted 
in hi my ib* pubii/bes a book, ib. pubtilhes a fecond 
booky ib. his tyraiuucal proceedii^gSy ib. marries Ca- 
tharine I^arTy »864 goes to Fiaoce a.t the head of thirty 
thofifand men, ib. obliges, the town of Boulogne to 
capitulate, ib. returns to Enghind/ib. the revenues of 
^ jhetwo uniyerfities, Arc beflowed upon him by par- 
li^mept, ,287; orders ihe council 10 make enquiry Into 

, t^ie coi^du,^. qf.Cranmer, ib. takes chat prelate into 
greater favour than evei^ 28S; his' cruelty to Avne 
Aflcew,. 289^ is ofTendtd with the queen, 290; is re- 
conciled to her, 291 ; j)revents her being taken into 
cuAody, ib his falle orations to the parliament, ib. his 
implacable cruelties^ 292 ; orders the duke of Norfolk^ 
a^d his fon, to be arrefted, ib. receives the news of 
:his approaching diffi>lution with an ap|»eairance of fere- 
:nity, .29A; his death and chara^er, ib, 

, iff re/or Jy duke of, accnfes thedukeof Norfolky lOXf it 
baniihed the kingdom, 103 . 

Howard^ Sir Edward, his intrepid condudt, 2291 pc- 
rifiies in the fea, ib. 

^ — ^ — -, Catharine, married to Henry VIII, 1815 her 
execution, 284 

Humphry 4uke of Glouccfter,: appointed regent of the 
kingdom during his brother's ablence, 141; is oppoA 
ed by the biihop of Winchefter^ 152; his dutchefs 
accu led of witchcraft, 1,55;. accnfed oftreafi>n, and 
imprifoned, 154; found dead in his bed, ib 

Jiuntin^n^ earl of, joij^ 10 a confpiracy againfl Henry 
ly. uj; beheaded aiCirencefier, 114 

.. ■•■•■ ., .'■■■I •; / ' ■ " 

^ifAJi% of Flanders; her .heroic, conduct $6 
J Jewsy ipany of them pijt to death, 8 . . • 
^4W«, of Arc, account of, 143; undertakes to raife the 
• fiege of Orleazks, 144; raifes the Cege, 145; takes 
the earl of Suffolk ^rifimer, ib condu^s the dauphin 
to Rhdms, 146 J is taken prifoner, 147 ; triccl for 
witchcraft, 1 40 ; abjures l:^r tormcr errors,, ib. is burnt 
al^ve at Rouen^ 149 
y§bn^ ion of Edward I. death%of, 5 ' 
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£(lv^uid I. ib ' ' ' 1 * . . ,' 

, king^ofBoWmhi, i^cdo-fir of his' dea\h, YV 

I, fon of Philip the fortltinate, afcends the thronij. 
of Fnui09» 7i8 s mbroh^s agailtft £dvard die S!aU^ 
PriacC) 80$ defeated* and taken iprilboer^ E24: fcrtt 
liberty, 84; returns to England, 855 dies in the Sa- 
voy, ib. . ' -^ • • 
Jafiph^ , Michael, heads the Cormih inrar^HtS) . ^«cav; 
taken and executed^ ib. !. . * ' \ 
IfubeUa of France, marriad to Edwta-d II.«4i | Joins ^ 
a confpiracy againd Gaveiloii, 4b. rdp^irsto Paris> ^i 
refufes to return, 50; falls io lote with Moninater, A. 
Lands on the coa^t of Suffolk* 51. Is joined 'by ^q 
nialecoJite.BtSv ib. puts the t\vo SponlcrB to death, 52 ; 
appointed regent,. ^ 3 ; flmres \he ipo wenvRrith Moreiin^gi-, 
56 ; difcarded irom all ^wer, anfi cgdifined to the 
calUcjof Riiings,.6o .: .[:i 

J^MNTf eaTlof, joins ti> ji coQfpiracJriagainflfHe^lVv 

1 1 3 5 beheaded at Cirencefter, 114 . ' , 

Kirkpatrkkf Sir Thomas, murders Cttramin at thvahaiS^- 

34 : •'• - •' - ^'• 

TjAMBERT^ John, denieli the -real arfefe*ceiri rhi^fft. 
cramept, 27^; his teniarkablc trials ik icoiKteinneil'- 
to theliamefi, 277. , : .:- ; . : . ? 

Lsncf^kr^ earl of, join« ifi a conrpiracy againil Ca^^fttyiV,'^- 
4.1; ispardoned» 44 s qlpofes the Speoiers) 47 ; tixy 
seated by Sir Andrew Hafclft, 4^4. beheaded^ ib. 

Lafehf accufes Catharine ^Hawnrd-t^ixtcoDtiAiince, ^$2 

Z«o^t€Qth> ;gmBtsa canftiniiliQ^foricying tndu]|[e))ces, 

Lewellyn^ prince of North Wales, commanded to-do h^- 
ma^e for hisierritOfies^ .9^ refbres the fttmrnoiii^^ ik! 
retires to the mountains of SooWdot, it^ filbftAts^o 
Edward, 1 o ; has again recourfe to anot, ib. is Ikin 
in battle, 1 2 ; his head fent to London, and there treat- 
ed in a very brutal maon^-j ib. 

Lollards J who, 127 • 

Love% lord, heads a rebeUion, i9Pi^fc«l|«s to Flaiidcrs,^ 
:;fbo$ joins Snnnel> 202 

O 3 Uahcr, 
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Zftf^^r^ .Martin^ aceouat of, 246; iJiveiglis asainfl the 
pope^s autlidiity, 247; prote<5led by the eledor of 
Sakooy, ib. Bums x^ic pope's ball puUtcIy, tb. 
M 

JLfACKRELf prior of Barlings, heads an iDfurre^iofi 
in Lincoi&{hire> 274; taken, and put to death, 
ib. 
Ma^na Charta^ figned by Edward I. 25 
MiirgQret of Anjou, account of^ 152 ; iu/pe^ed of being 
privy to the murder of Gloucefter, i 5^ . prevails on 
.the- king to depofe the duke of York, 161 ; >hcconie» % 
.the a^ing general of the royal army, 1 62 ; totally de* 
leated, ib. flies into Wales, 1 $3 ; tours the duke of 
York's army, ib. fummonfes the city of London, 164; 
. is obliged to retire, 1 65 ; £ies into Gotland,' 1 66 ; 
, eie^s to France, 167 $ takes fandluary in the abbey 
of Beaulieu, 172; «• totally defeated at TcwkibuVy, 
173; taken prifoner, ib. ranibmed by th^ king of . 
France, 1.74; her death, ib. 
J)/4ii^fl7, oiie of Richard'« ■ fervants^ perfonates that 

prince, 1 1 4 ' » 

Maximilian^ the emperor, ?ifits H^nry VIII. 230 
Methufti, battle of, 35 

Monafi tries ^ thelefTer, fupprifTed, 263 j the greater in- 
volved in» the fame ruin) ib. 
Mqrt^ fir ThojDas> his amiable character, i^r; behead- 
ed for denying the king's fupremacy, '262 • 
Morbecy Dennis de, takes the French king prifoner, 82 
'Mortimer^ account of, 50 1 beloved by queen Ifabella, 
ib. becomes the rujer of the kingdom, 56 ; oppofes 
young Edward,* 57 1 croftcludes a peace with Scotland, 
,58: caufes thedathof IL«:nt to be feized, and executed, 
ib is feized at Nottingham, 59; condemned and exe- 
cuted, ib. 
M0*ufhray^ Thomas, duke of Norfolk, accepts the duke 
of Hereford's challenge, 101 ; is bsUsiAied, 103; 
dies at Venice, ib. 

^ N . 

KJORHjIMf a Scctti(h i arliamcnt conveoed at, 14 
NiirthaMpt^n* battle of| 162 

z OLDCJSTLE, 
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O 

f^LDCASfLEy Sir John, baron of Cobham, fupports 
the dodrines of Wickliff, 1 28 ; is indidted for he- 
refy, ib. makes his cfcape, ib. put to the raoft cruel 
death, ib. 
Old Man of the mountain, who, 3. 
Order of the garter, inilituted, 89. 
Orleans^ famous fiege of, 144. 

■ , maid of. Sqq Jofan of jirc, 
, '.■', duke of, aflaifinated by tfee duke of Burgtindy^ 

^35- . / . . . 

Onnejhyy his cruelty, 2.6 ; all his effeds ieized, 27. / 

OJbech^ the impoftbr. See Warheck* 

Oxford^ made a bifhopric, 265, 
P 

pJRR, Catharine, married to Henry. VIII. 286; her 
. artful conduct, 290- ' 

p0ris, furrcndered to Henry V. 1 36. 

Pittayy battle of, 141;. 

Paiyiff Aymer de, his treachery, 76, 

Percy, earl of Northumberland, takes the earl of Dou- 
glas, and other prifoners, 116; receives an injurious 
meifage from Henry, ib. forms a confpiracy again 1 
that jirince, 117; is^pardbned by Henry, 119; ^oihs 
in a iecond rebellion, ib - flies into Scotland, and is 
riain there, 120. 

, Hotfpur, takes the command of his father's troof s,- 

117; his prodigious vatour, Ji8; is JQain in battle, 
ib. 

Ptriin Warbeck. Sec Warheck. 

Pejlilence, a dreadful one, 77. 

Peterborough^ made a bi/hopric, 265*. 

Philip the Fortunate, afcends the throne of France, 64; 
receives the homage of Edward III.1 ib. challenges 

• that prince to fingle combat, 65 ; his behaviour at 
Creify, 72. , / 

Philip^ arch-duke of Caftile, arrives in England, 222 ; 
concludes a treaty of coqjmerce with Edward, 223. 

Philippaf queen to Edward III. defeats the Scots, and 
takes their king prifoner, 78. 

Pierce^ Alice, naarried to Edward III. 87. 

Pkrref Euftace de St. his generous offer, 75. 

Piniey^ 
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INDEX. 

Plniey-hoxxCcj battle of, 

Pdif^hTiy battle of, *l 

p6tit(nft^ taken tiy the EngHfli, 13^ 



'DEFORMATION iti Eflglahdi account rf tht rife, 

'^^ 244 ; begun in England, 15=8 

Reltques^ great numbers expofed, 264 

R'uhard iT. tnotmts t)ie EtogHih tltrotoe,,go ; his fut>|eHs 
inflamed by the levy of a polUtax, 92 ; takes Aelter 
in dife Toww, 93 ; prcfents himfelf before the mob, 
ib. complies with theit rctfu^ft, ib. another infiurrec- 
tion formed again ft him, ib* meets Wat Tyler, tht 
head of the mob, in Smithfield, 94; invites that rebel 
to aconferaice, ib. his mtrepid behatiolir to the ntob, 
ib. grants them a charter, which is revoked by parlia- 
ment, 95 ; confers confidcrable ^fts on Robert Verc, 
earl of Oxford, ib. gives his coi^m< in manria^ to this 
nobleman, ib an afTociation formed ag^ainil htm by his 
Bcblds, yS\ is deprived of all a«ithority, ib. his nobles 
take Hp arms againft him, 07; h treated with die 
Ijreateft inibknce by GiouccMerand hi& adherents, ib. 
l^mmoaiibs a parliatnenty ib. many of his friends put 
t9 deaths ^8 } declares himfelf of « age to govern, ib. 
meets with the approbation of his padiaraent, ib. re- 
meves the duke <k Gloacefter, ;&c. from his council, 
lb. his popular coikdm^, 994 loies the ailedion of his 
people, ib. orders Gloucefter to be arrefted, and fent 
to Calais, 1 00 ; fummonfes a parliament at WeAmin- 
fler, ib. annuls the cornmiffion of fourteeii, ib. im* 
peaches Gloucefter's party, sb: ifluefi a warrant for the 
JM-inffQg-dvdrdie diike(if<3^1i0ooeibr) 101 ) increafe^ 
the difcontents iof hn people, tbi attendti the combat 
between the dukes of Norfolk- afid Hereford, 102 ; 
prevents the combat, 103 ; bani^es thA IwO dukes, 
lb. his moderate behaviour to the duke of Herdfbrdf 
ib. preVebts th«t ixoblemaxv'^ marriage, 104 \ breaks 
his pronxifss to the duke, ft>> paiTes over loto Itelaiid 
to revenge the death of die earl of Marche, 1 64 ; an 
infurredioQ fbriUed'afaitMft hiln by t)ve duke of Lan- 

caifcr, 
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cafter, ib, hiaintereft efpopflrd- by tbt duke ofTork, 
to6: receives the account of therebellipD^.ib. returns 
to England, ib. is abandoned bv his army^ 107 ; ac- 
knowledges himfelf Feedy to fubrriic to 'any terms, ib. 
has a confitrence with Hereford^ ib. is obliged to ride 
through feveral towns arpidft the infxxlks o£ his people, 
108; is confined prifoner in the Tower, ib.^ugns a 
deed, by which he renounces his crown, ib. is fo- 
lemnly depofed by the parliament^ ib. is-coniinedin 
the caftle of Pomfret, 109 J hi^ death, ib. 

RicharJy d«ke of York, prefers his claim to the crown, 
t§$ ; foments the difcontents of his* p€oi)le, 158.; 
nia^es towards London, ib. demands a reformation 
of the govei-nment, i C9 j retires to Wigmoi»e, ib. 
appointed protedtor of the kitigdom, ib. ftripj^ed of 
his power* 1 60 ; has recourfe to aimis, ib. defeats the 
royal army a^ St. Alban's, ib. takes the king prifonei:* 
ib. difcharged from his office, 161 ; 4Ies to Ireland, 
ib; ciaims the crown,, 162 ; defeated and flaili, 16^ 

Rtciard III. l^b wicked diipofition, 179 } gets himfelf 
aptodinted guardian of Edward V. ib. condufls the 
^ouog king to London, t8o 1 ^ts the king^s brother 
xnto his pofTeffion, ib. fends them both toth^iToWcr, 
ib. defers Edward's coronation, ib. deflroys all the 
young king's friends, 181; fummonfcs a council io 
the Tower, ib. pretends he is bewitched,* ib. orders 

* lord Haftiogs to be beheaded, ij^i'i his baAarous 
treatmetit of Jane Shore, 183 ; openly a/pires to th^ 

' throne, 1S4 ; endeavours ro pr6ve Edward ktid his 
brother badards, ib, pretends reluAantly to receive the 
offer of the crown, 1 86 j is feated on the throne," 187 ; 
orders the youns king and his brother ro be fmbthered 
in thei Tower, ib. is crowned at London a!nd'York, 
188 s is oppofed by Buckingham, 189 ; gets (hat no*- 
bleman into nis power, and has him put to death, 190^ 
brings over the parliament to his" intereft, ib is dif- 
appointed in his icheme againft the duke of Richmond, 
191 ; his cruel treatment of his ^ueen, ib. is oppo!ed 
by the earl o( Richmond, 1921 meets his enemy in 
Bofworth-field, ib. his defperate fituation, 194 1 his 
death, ib. his body treated with the greateft marks of 

' " deteftation, 
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deteAatiM* ib. ftaile ci^dle UMrt^ tms^ &c. dartoghis 

J?^» red •and wkkc, ^»4«l^ ^ 1^5 
J^ouM^ oity4}f» cakes ^ the E^Hft, f36 . 
Amhuuk tari ai^ propofts a codfinfAcrf ft^aiftA Heofy IV. 
i\$*f his.drteium tdttdua^ 1 15 

S 
VjtLfC^ kw, what» 6j 
^ Satuiri^ WiUiam a follower of Wicklij; bttrflt/br 

hli f elision, tii 
^SeftkoOTf Junt, marned to tieory VIIL zy%i her^Mthi 

^/jafr» jiufte, accou«t oft ij^.^ tccoTcd of wMiOMftf 

iti I Jiei! oufiifbnienti ibj 
9)&r>4^ciryf bilttle of» 1 18 
7irfrt« i»f Thomas i Becket demollitied. a^^ . 
li^wfifA^ llicliardi acooant of^ 201 1 perAinoMft ^e Hrl 
. 4f mr^icki 3>. proetai»ed'iuog. of Intodf ibk l» 

^rowried Vith grtat fdlcmnity, ao3 « knell in IgMica- 
. ihiteyi^ defeaxedandukenfrironery €6j| dagmitd 

to ,k (cuUion in liie kitg'« kitcben, ib. 
S^iifofit Richard, trains upapeilbnto pedbnato liii.ytUog 

oar! of Warwick, 201 
tnnvdon^ mountains of, defcribed, 9 
Somne^, liv^r of,, ikmoos parage over, by EdWaM III. 

.69 ■],':' 

Sl/xncer, loitT, joins in d conlpuracy agalnft Honrjr iV, 

1 1^ $ beheaded at Cirecceuer, ny 
S/>urs9 battle of, 231 
Sfan'Uj^t Iprd^ fufpe^s the xluke of GloiicefWr*a defigns, 

jBb| narrowly iifcapes.with bis life^ i^^l joims the 

earl of "Rictjmoi^d, i95 
IStanley. ^ir Witliaip^ joins WarbcGk> acdi -AwJed'by 

Sir Robert CUSjSrd, ^4S $ coodcniMd and b«heidfed, 

Sfatuie, thie bloody, what, 265 

'Sterlh^g^ battle o^. i8 

S^/i^ duke of^ takes the lead in xht vAmfbrf^ 155 ; 

bdh^^ded in a long boat at Dover^. 4 
^SujH'emuc/^ oatiitjfjl taken by the clergy, 258 

Surry 9 
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^ ¥Wii%rttH««, ib*jf«rfendefs«otlfe^fi^iftj Z3^2 

7o«/on, battle of, 165 .'.•'' :; '. : jt: 

TV^iliXiw, 9k R€l>ert^ oendt^iied «(id ^^ecnt^d, 97 ' ^^^ 
" TVo/A^ Sir AimItW, defetts fremthedtafteof Y*ork,' i^i 

9) ;^ niAreHes'lniKi Sif&thA«y / 94 ; ffi (liAin^ 'jjh. , ' 
T^iii 8ir JaAicS) murders Exfwardli^. wtd^ his broti]?^ 
in the.TcMet, 1^7 ' ■ \ i , ' - ■ 

p^END0ME^ eounr of, -fekes the kf^d of Orle^jis 

prifondr^ »4}7 

^(pr^, Robert, car! ef Ost^d, acqiifrci an afceBd^n^ ^ 

over Richard I/. ^92 ; narrks' tbc'kifrg^s tttcqe, ib.' * 

flies'^tb Flinders^ 97 ''''''*" . .'•'"''.■'" ':^ 

Fenteuily battle of, 144 - • ^ 

W- ' . * '•"- ■ 
T^^AEiJ; modeiiptinctpaJityi i^ 

IVaNcKe\ Wiftianr, fomc accpunt oi^ t6y ppppft^ 
't!ie Eng}ilh*^»tcrrinWnt in Scotlatid,- iU iri^arnFi^'fiib-" 
n)its to the Englifh. 27 , marches to t)ie northw^td^. 
tbJ'tkftats'thc'earr'iVairenne, ^8; o/Fcrs to rcHgrv hts' ^ 
tx3rrtiratnd,^2p 5- r-etires-bshind therCatVon, ^jd ; rcfigtjs 
'th<;regpe.ffcyi ife.. defeirt^, the ^ng?i<|i at/ R6fl?n,<!tb. 
'takes ftrftett m «Fie« moumarna, 31 j is^ betrayed, /ib. 
f^pt In chuitis to London, 'a^d executed ^^ a. ti^itpf, 
32 . .- . > 

If^ariiftify Fcdetn, an irapoftbr, -whoj 20^; fen^ to Irt- 
•iand,-and pctftnate* the <h;.ke of York, 2.07 ; invit^ 
to tliie/cojitit of FVattce, ib. refKles jLt'tjbe cQ\;lr|*tJf 
Bureutrdyf ib. attempts try lawd in Kenr, ii6;'TOar-'* 
ries laiiy Catharine Gordon^ 211; prote^ed by James 
of Scotland, ib. retires to t(ie faftn^q^s, of Ii?eia^d«. 
2f 3 ; lands iri Co^rnwa^l, ib. takes the trtle^bf Richard V 
ly. ib. marches to Taunton, 214; takes fandluary 
10 the mon^fifi^ 0$ Btftulwuy ib^ fiaroadcrs himfelf 

to 
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to jufticer lb: commttjMd to the Tower, 215; enters 
into a correfpondence with the earl of Warwick, ib. 
condemned and executed, 216 

Warauu^ eaijl of, commands an armjr 1^ Scotiand^ 17 $ 
.defeatS{thc Scoqs.^t Quobar, i^ ; f oivems that coun* 
try with greait prudence, XS^ re%n3biSs office*. 26;'? 
forprifes the ^^tiih- gtrny^ x.7.; 0vprtak«s 'Vyallace 

. near Sterling, ib. 

IVarmck^ earFof^ cfcapes to Calai$» 161 ; ^marches to 
London at the head of a? arniy^ib. defeait$ U^e Jung's 
army, 162 , is routed at i!$t. Alban's, 164; fixes Ed* 
ward ly. on thethi^ae,, i6j ; affropted by that pri^e, 
168 ; joins the pany of qu^een'MfUrgar^t, {69 ;;. drives 
Edward fvovx .t]ie throne, ib .acqi)ire$ the tide of. 
king-maker, 1 70 ; defeated and fli^p, 1 72 , ; 

■ , the young earl of, confined in the Tower,^^ 
200; perfonajted by Simnel, zoi;:} ihewa publicly at( 
St. Paul's, 202; joins with Watbeck, 215.5 convi<fted 
of hifih treatbn and beheaded, 216 

^'Vi&rA, Tome account, of, 8, 15 • : 1 . 

IVenlock^ lord, killed by the duke of Sonserfet| 173 ; 

IVeftmnJier^ made a bifhopric, 265 : 

IVickham^ William of, made chancellor, 98 

Wichliffy begins the reformation in England, i^o; is 
prote<Eled by John of Gaunt, ib. his death, ib. 

Wtlford^ Ralphs peribnates- the duke of. York, 21$.; 
taken and executed, ib. 

Wolfeyy cardinal, account of, 2,34 ; becomes tliefavomrite 
of Henry VIII. 236; his preferments, 237 ; made 
legate to the pope, ib. loads the people with taxes, 
24 1 ; reproved feverely by Henry, 243 ; prefents York 
palac^ ' to thte king, ib. founds two new colleges 3it 
'Oxford, ib. is commifHoned to examine the validity 
of^Henrjr^s mafriage, 25o;^^bU temporizing condudt, 
252 ; his ellates fequeilered, 254 ; rcpaiis to his feat, 
lb., arreted, for high^treafon, ib. his death, 25.5 
jVoaJpiUcy Eli^^th, Biarried to Edward ly. 1 68 

yt^ORlC^ i\jM^t of, his chara<3€r, 96 , 
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